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s about to come in handy.

A New Sound for hip-hop

And Martin wasn't buying Marshall Mat
gither, and concedes today that "Mark saw
this before anybody knew what was going
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sound, now meet Jeff and Mark
RBass, the men behind Eminem’'s rise
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the fine print on Mathers' rough past has been well-chronicled:
iy lon't know the e unstable home life, the bullies at school,
s;:»ez K Qj N Mile Style the amw father. He grabbed role models
d Mark Bass. where he could. “Marshall was like a little
brother ‘n?i}’:: Mark. "But it was a mutual
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Avyear later Eminem - via FBT and WEB
-

Entertainment - signed to Interscope

£

s when life became a blur.

e were sitling around with Jimmy

mee, Jeﬁ‘f says of the legendary record
ew everything”

axes. "We pretended we

§'\’eﬁ0~ 8. That's

inem was (o record four new songs wit
Or. Dre. The rest of the debut &imm \vou ’
the Bass Brothers' work, some of it culled
from “"The Slim Shady EP." They | Ea{‘ﬁ three
weeks o get it done. The brothers and
Eminem camped in a Los Angeles studio
f 24-hour strefches. zv’ia K, n‘xezm\;\mzis: nad
n't seli @ single boughta home in L A and closed the
ann it fhey e Bassment back on 8§ Mile.
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of existing songs -- the brothers spurned the
notion, opting to create their own material.

i
mo y at sta %E;p %Op h smxy s ufm, ed
\mt v artists who have litfle to show for their
success; their doliars went to clearing righis to
samples, or just as often, settiing suits for
némgemem Dre himseif eventually lost all
royalties on Eminem's breakout song. "My
Name Is," when a British artist named Labi
Siffre realized the producer had pilfered a
musical motif.

ment in 1880,

{ong before that,

< Park, amid the fertile Oakland
s §}§’~’ duced such musical minds
I Crenshaw am Doug Fleger of
: :,t w:;oe svedd

They would say, 'How are you goin 'g o m%%
off a hip-hop record?’ " Jeff recalls. "We
we' 5@ going o play gm ar. drums and bass for
4 1/2 minutes, and we'll see what we've gol”

Drawing on the lessons of their 8 Mile Style
days, the brothers improvised. They stripped
out the samples from "The Slim Shady P
reca%“ ng the ;B:am with live ins*run‘ems “It
‘mmdea ke a record that could be

accepted by the hip-hop crowd " Mark says.
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hythm guy. and Jeff

"But at the same time il was a naw sound

says Jeff. "You can hear the guitar stri gs
screech. Why would we want polish to go with
Marshall's rawness?”
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Adlot has happened in the four years since
"Slim Shady” soid nearly 300,000 copies s
first week. The album has now sold 4.3 million
in the United States, more than eight times
gold. its follow-up, "The Marsha i! Mathers

NaS P se%e 8.8 million. And "The Eminem
k music alread luated Show," released in May, is at ’1 million and

when he worked as Mark's carne  counting. The Bass Brothers recent Ey
Tamarack in Ortonville ~ wrapped up "Lose Yourself" the ma

the upcoming sol s%trc ok for &m;nu

debut, "8 Mile," w hits theaters in

November

Thelr names may not be in lights, but their

mpact on hip-hop s clear.

"You're talking about stuff thal's going to go in
3 e f‘*épsa.ak,.‘ says ch a onqti me Detroit
Rip-hop impresano. "There will be a

news ao or from 8411 & u} a Slim Shady CD.
Al three of these guys won at life. Nottoo
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many people can "30 what they want to do
the rest of their lives, and be comforts
Marky and Jeff are be ind the making of the

biggest pop star of the century”

Mark moved back to Michigan from Califor
iast month, abandoning a hard-partying
Hollywood Hifestyle. Jeff had never left Detrolt
for long, and they were getling weary of the
cross-country routine, which often involved
col !“* rati ;g over the Internet. They've kep
' rbank studio, and will work there an
§~ srndade studio on upcoming
projects, whém include a jazz album and
tracks with the Howling Diablos.
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"We're having a lof of fun now, is what we're
doing," says Mark. Most important, they
recently renegotiated their {:ﬁeai with
interscope. \f\e’xsf@ FBT is still part of the deal -
- furnishing Eminem's 3erv*"es to the label -
the brothers’ WEB label is now autonomous.
They've been in talks with another ma jQi’ fabel
since the spring, and will ink & contract thi
month that will give WER's releases national
distribution

There are some treasures in the WEB
archives, including

unrel ad matenal from Simfzxem’s hit
racords. And there's the "Infinite" altbum,
which was never issued be vond the intial 500
copies. Through WEB, the brothers pian to
tall

releas

Mark and Jeff are still & big part of Eminem’s
world. i,o tractually, {?, ydm’f have to do

any more music with him, and in reality,
they're not doing as much. At 99 Eminem is
far removed from his days as a %kmmf Kkid in
the basement; he produced most of the songs

on his latest album.

“MHe's developed from walching us, walching
Dre into a record pmduce;. He knows what
he wants,” says Jeff. "It's not going o be the

ame as when we f'{si “zco:\ecs up, He's older
now. We're older now.”

They're proud of their work with Eminem,
They're financially set. And they're ready to
kick back and appreciate life.

”\’\fe haven't been able to really enjoy itas a

vhole team over the past fowr yearsf‘ Mark
says; “Now that I'm back home we're really
able to enjoy the fruits of what we've done.
We're together again - Jeffrey, Joel and
mysslf”
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dit and Hitle pay,” say
ots of experience.”
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And probably, somewhere in there, a litle 8
Mile Style.

Contact BRIAN McCOLLUM at 313-223-4450
or
mecollum@freepress.com.
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