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Proposal to Establisy 4 Coutiuuiug Educatioy Program
for Students with Cognitive Disabilitics

Iutroduction

‘ 1€ generg] Population ang less
likely ¢ develop the Necessary social and living skifls heeded for independcnt, adult participation
in their Communities. The benefit derjved from this Program wil] be the Opportunity for students
with disabiities t interact Wwith same age peers, develop improved social skills, and learn
community living strategies whjle continuing f, tngage in acadenje activities,
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There hag been a calf for the continuatioy of education for students i disabilities a two-
and four-year campuses fron the Social Security Administratigy and Natiop,j Council op
‘Disabjlitjes (2000) ang trom the Board of Directors of the Divisiop on Mentaj Retardagion and
Disabiljties of the Counci] of Exceptiona Childfen (Zafi, Hart & Zimbrich, 2004). I addition,
research studjeg have cong) uded that posi—sec:ondeuy experiences at institutions of higher
education are eConomically ayq socially beneficia] to students with disabilitjes { Gilmore, etal.,
2001; Izzq, o al., 2000; Zaft, Hapy & Zimbrich, 2004)

models; they loose contact with theiy peer group of students withoyy disabilities; they cannot
interact with Students thej, own age, join clubs, or attend schoo ovents. Ag 5 result, they often
1egress in fheir yge of the apptopriate socja) norms of the larger community,

campus, students w; th disabiljties will gradually Jeary ¢, be more iudependent as they negotiate
the process of acclimating, meeting new people, Tegislering for classes, anqd joim'ng in campus
activities. The Proposed prograp, will include Bradually decreasing forms of Support for thege
Students ag they develop these skills,
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order g meal, choose 4 Seat, engupe 4 friend in conversatio jg Something 4 student with ,
disability can leam to do jp a very natura) surtounding which, onge again, hag Many supports i
place. .

CAMpus apartments shared by tyo fo four students are available wheye the student could leary to
take esponsibility for some shopping, cooking ang cleaning, UltimateJy, if appropriate, 5 student
could choose to live alone apq take full Tesponsibiljty. ‘

Fifth, mogt college Campuses haye 5 variety of employment Opportunities available jp 5
variety of settings. Before facing the challenges of working in ap independent business i the
. L . . ith th .

the program, cowrses gre Specifically designed ¢o advance students’ Iterpersona skills apd

Persona] Finance/Money Managemen | and IT (4)
Problem 8o ving and Sejf Advocacy Seminar I, If gnq g
Career Exploratio )

Communication Skills and Sociaj Interactipy LN and 4
(Creative) Writing (Skills) I ang 11 @ .

Reading Improvement Iand It @

Health, Wellness ang Nutrition | ang 1895

Computer Skijj )]

Independen; Living I, I ang 1 ()
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Can assist wi), Course assignmengs, The follmviug list of courses represents an €xample of the
types of courses tha; Students carrenlly iy the Rochester/OISD Program have taken,

Intro to Weg tern Art (Af1 3 00) Africay Ensemble (MUE 345)
Intro o Americap §j &n Language (COM i 14) Intro to Myg;, (MUs 100)

Publjc speaking (COM 201 ) Jazz and Blyes. MUs 338)

Jazz Dance (DAN | 20) ' Intro to Americap Politics (PS 100)
Educating children in At (EED 316) Commum'oation Skills RHT 045)

Intro to German ang German Culpyre (GRM 114-115y -

and 8 units iy the Spring or Summer. It is eXpected that thege Cowrses wij] comprise 50% of the
Student’s day. Another 25% will be devoted ip Job skiljs training and employment ang the final
25% to socia] activities on, and Off campus, We are considering 4 model in whicp the job skifls
8¢t progressive] ¥ more time with g tinal year (semester) that i a structured internship?

the spectrum over the past three years, The Post~Secondary Transitiong Program is 5 logical
continuatioy of this missjon,

Commensysge With our service to individyals with dl'sabﬂiﬁes, the eXisting transitions Program
has had an impact on the OU genera] student body. More than 20 Oakland students have served

)

ding many who have made thig
Commitment gyey multiple Semesters, Students from the transitions Program have attendeq more
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One direcy indication that the transitions Program hag g Positive Impact op vampus lite is the

i ¥ o §2 he s ear,
full-time salari Position in yeqr three, Benefits are calculated g 8.65% for the first tyyo years

. In'the secong year a halftime PAIa-professionn) wij) pe hired for 15 hoursiweek @ g13 0/hr. In

the ird ear, that position wijy Ineredse o3¢ heurs per wee) With a 39 increase i salary, -
Benefits are calculated o 8.65% each year,

Feedback frop, aseries of Inectingg Mﬂi-sc_hbol district and COMmtinity personne Indicates that
We will have migre interest in thig Program than we gre Borecasting in the first three yeprs, That
Will enable yg 1, be selective and insure thy We are servicing students who are mos¢ likely to

benefit fropm, the program. The Plaunmg Team is algo developing 2 8t of admissjop
r‘eqilimments, SXpectations for Students, ang crilerig for completing the program. Th erefore, we
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