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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN
SOUTHERN DIVISION
MICGAH FIALKA-FELDMAN,
 Plaintiff,
i . ~ Case No. 08-CV-14922
v. o _ - Hon. Patrick I. Duggan.
OAKLAND UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES,

Deféndant.

Chris E. Davis: (P52159) ' BUTZEL LQNG
Mlch1gan Protecnon & Advocacv Service, Inc. By: Robert A. Boonin: (P.)Sl 72)
2] ' \ 350'S. Main Street, Suite 300

Ann Arb MI‘48104
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AFFIDAVIT OF MARY BETH SNYDER

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
L ) ss.
COUNTY OF OAKLAND )

- I, Mary Beth Snyder, state under oath that the fonowing;ais. true:

1. T have. personal knowledcre of thie facts in this Afﬁdavﬂ and, if sworn as a withess in
this miatter, I can competently tesufy to the facts stated herein. '

2. 1 am. currently cmployed by ‘©akland. Univ erSLty as its Vice President of Student
Affairs and Enrollment Management In that capacity, I am 1esponsxble for student service programs
such as housing, that are made available to students at the University, including both: the student
populanon enrolled il degree granting programs at the U111ver51ty contmumg edugcation and othel
students

3, [ am .qenerally familiar with the OPTIONS program at the University, which, arose out
of the: Transmons Program which the University’s School of® Education facilitated:in conjunction with
the Rochester Public Schiools and Oakland Intermediate School District. The Transitions Program
was @ school sponsored program p10v1dmg high school students. w1th cognitive dlSdbllerS w1th, the
opportunity to attend classes Ofl our campus.

4, The OPTIONS program, which started in the Fall of 2007, is also designed to allow
young adults with cognitive disabilities, who have either graduated.from high school or received a
certificate of completion from hxgh school, attend classes at the University and be a part of the
campus community.. Participants in the OPTIONS program are not enrolled in or pursuing degree




credl,ts from the classes thev attend they are not required to take exams; and tlley do
not earn grades r accumulate a grade poml average. Since QPTIONS pamupants are ot enrolled in
a degree orantmc program, they are also mehglble for financial axd

The regular Unl\ersuy academlc classes they attend are -with the pemusswn of the
y, only. Obtaining such pertnission is not required of students in degree g,rantmg-
mr;-ls 1t requlred of coutmu ed _catlon students OPTIQNS partlcxp”mts also attend. :

OP IONS program may pamclpate inmany. student actlvmes and
clubs at ;-the Umvelsm These acnwtles are not restricted to: students, whether i in degtee granting
Ims ot in, a continuing education. program. ’\Ion-students often participate ‘in such activities.
1ce, non- %tudents can be in- the Umvexslty s hockey club; and alumm often pamcxpate in our _

have. witl 1 \
students have both assasted and personal]y beneﬁted from actmg
- mentots: support patticipants.in their classes; assist them in getling around campus' 1mt1ate them in
the socxal ,__,/fe of the Umve131tv. act as’ “study buddles or just offer then fnendshnp

9, The University does not control Vvhp may part1c1pate in fratemmes since fraternities
are not’ Umversxtv sponsored activities.

10. . Being a new program w1th some unique features, the University is stlll ‘working
through the adnumstxanve nuances of the ,program mcludmg such.lssuesi as: how long mdxvxduals

11, Student housing is reserved for full-txme students enrolled in degree g1 antmg programs
or are otherwise pursing a higher education degree To remain in student housing; the students are'to
mamtam a full-time academic credit load and requxred academxc standards : :

'1“2';;. Pamclpants in the OPTIO\IS program are not eligible: for student housmg s;nce tbey :
do not:meet these requirements, L . _ .

13: The Umvermty admlts_ students with coghnitive and other dlsab1 tles to degree grantma o
programs, including a foiier 16):3 I@NS'. partxcxpant provided the student. meets  the. admissio
criteria for- matriculating; including:th akmg ACT or SAT tests, graduatmg> - from hlu}1 school wnh a
high school degree, and otherwise satlslvmg the admissions cr1ter1a of the U“mversny‘ .

14, The University accommodateq students; Wxth disabilities enrolled in. its various
educational programs, if requested. Those accommodations do not entail waiving the criteria for
admission, earning grades or living in' student housing, but rather accommodate the otherwise
qualified student.to'go to class, live:in the dormitories, etc.

IS. [t is my underst_andin_g that Micah Fialka-Feldman has never applied for admission to a

.




degree granting program at the University,

16. I became aware that Mr. F ialka-Feldman had" “applied to lne in student housmg for the
Winter T\rrn of 2008 and that he was in’ he OPTIONS program Upon learnmg that his apphcatlon
had been apptoved L mformed the staf at since OPTIONS pammpants were not in, degree earning

programs. or -otherwise eligible for stt ent housing, they had erred in approving his housmo
admission and were to rescind it. :

. q? , re vem, for student housmg accommodatlons dnd that domg 30 would ,

ontrary. to the Umversxty s objevtlves in providing housmg r students earning degrees and
mamta ing required academic standards, and could alter the housmg environment. by-allowi ng
i ’gﬁeducatlon students to hve in student housing,

drf»i}nv_dir : i‘ are ;’ j yular-acac ¢ The Umvcrsny typlcally has
appro ely udents in each regula academic term. The eligibility
: > OPTIONS program: partlmpants is virtually the. same -
thhout regard} 10 then dtsabxhty status; they are not .

of contmumv educa
udent housmg o

S 1'9 One forme1 pamcx_:' it in the OPTIONS program apphed for. and -was 1ecently
admftted to a degree-granting programsat the University. That student is currently eligible to- apply
for Umversxty housing. :

- 20. Many students commute to the University, b} car. or pubhc transportation — and many-
travel c;onstdex:able distance to attend clasges:

21 The OPTIONS program appears to be successfil in manv respects benefiting not only'
those- parttctpatmg in the program, but. others at Oakland bmvexslty as well. Not only have the.
OPTIONS paiti pents gained.valuable. ex d_sure to an academxc and social environment, but students
seekmgcdeorees have em:tched thelr expenen“cés through helpmg those WIth mild. dlsabxlmeb '

2.1 anaware that pnvately owned apartments are’ avatlable off—campus for UmverSttv
‘students. These units are very close to. campus and the rent.at some of those units.is less thdn the cost

of Umver51tv housing. Manv students live in.such, off—campus housmg

Further affiant, sayeth not. '_
7/M oy AR Lmpolin.
Mary Betl( nyder, Vice Predident
Oakfand Umversxty

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
COUNTY OF OAKLAND )

Tile signator is known to me and acknowledged the foregoing instrument this 5th day of

January, 2009. éz L / (/M
i f-eq iy

Jem:f:t; L. gngl?towy }énmfer L. Swiatowy, Notary Public
Cakland Czn; M(t:chtgan ~Oakland County, Mtchlgart

My Commlssion Expires: 10:41-15 My Commission expires: 10/11/15
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