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* Seasdn or no season. Hihkk s&niDaze. Calder . I .  w , .  

BYLMZIEHM , son. 4gnec1 s tproyear c o n k c t  
SInoNRcprIw , worth p.35 million. Tbe "I., and 

Langterm injuries to Fhc Date 

in the fik 66 games. He had 21 
goah und !8 aasiqt.q for the season. 

The Hawks also wid thev had 
severed tien witb Michael Ajem. a 
promising young goaltender. They 
relinquished their rights to Ayres. 
the 203 USA Hockey Player of the 
Yenr for Nim Humpshire. Last 
month, the Huwkr traded Adam- 
Berkhoel. anotber poalie prospect 
who had beenine of their draftees. 
to Atlontn. 

The Hawk are deemed rich jn 
gnalies. .lucoIyn Thibnult. Michael 
bighton rind Craig Andemon fig. 
ure t o  man two of the spots on the 
Hnwks' roster, nnd Adom Mwro 
and Mike Brcdeur tire under con- 
trsct for the minor-lenguo affi8- 
iitrr i n  Norfolk Rind 'Cweyillr. 

- .  

and Kyle Calder were 'among the 

ement baen't been reached. 
who has spent his 10 NHL 

rhs wingem remain part of the 
club's rebuilding plana. General 
manager Bob Pdford announced with the Hawk, has had 
Thursday .&at. both had signed ck operationo in as many 
multiyear co t r a c k  . He b a a e d  a eore back in 

"We see tg,, playera as part of three gamen last SeaRon 
our future," Pulford said. out  the next 61. Daze, 29: 

The Hawks didn't didlose mn- . 
'tract terma, but Calder, 25, appar- 
enfly got a hefty p y  raie  despite . In the last 16 games. he 
the uncertainty over the start of p a l a  and 11 ansista. 
next .4samn. Canadinn m p 8  a d  Calfer suffered a broken left !% 
(:aider, who mad6 &9rHI.(HIO lwt nen- Marc 5 and mimed the laet 16 

many teasons the Blackhawks en- 
durea a trying 2003-04 aeaenn, but 

I 

again to find a 

right formula ' 

Polls to get more , , 
emptpsis now though 
it's too late for USC 

. .  
BY'WE'fEUS 

There el he fewer numbem 
to erirneh in the revamped ver- 
sion of the Bowl Championehjp 
Series formula 

The big question remains ' 

the few major ipoports tbat deter- 
, mines its cbampion aritbout a . >; 
postseaen tournament. . , I  

The Asawiatid Press pot1 1 

dl count for one-third of each. .i 
team's rad&$ under the new.. 1 
formula affiusis unveiled I 

.Tburaday in e i r  +latest at- 
tempt to find a simpler, more ;, equitable m y  to come up witb a 
No. .FVL'NO. 2 matdrup in the 
college fwthsll title game- 1 * 

But ii describii the w w  i 
formula. BCS chairman Ke\+n I 
Weiherg issued the snme caveat 

, tbst has existed Ihmuihout the 
dr seasons nf this system. 

"There is not o perfect tool 
Out there in this s):stem tbst 
w i U  eliminate rill contrnvemv." 
said Weihezg. the Big E-c~N- 

'missioner who took over as B r S  
chsitman thii vear. .. 

of computer rankings will each 
count for one-third nf n team's 
overnll gCs rimking. 

Strength of srbedule. team 
record ond qualie Niw, three 
components used under the old 
system. have been eliminated. 
the thought being that all are al. ; 
ready factored into the 'eom- ' 
puter mnkmw In the past, re- ''( 
suits from the AP and coaches' 
polls were averaged. then fac- 
tored.in witb the other compo- 
nents - a formuln that lessened 
the simificance of the pok 

In three of the last four s a -  
nons, there have been at i e s t  
three teams with legitimate ' 
claims for the two .-ts in the 
BCS title m e .  Lust y e a  re- 
sulted in n split national &am- 
pionship. with Lsu rrinnine: the 
WS title game over Oklahoma ' 
and USC protecting its top AP 
mking by d e f e a m  Michigun 
in the Rose Bowl. ZISC n2w left 
out nf the BCS title mame despite 
heinp mked  first in both polh . 

BCS oflidals hired mth. 
maticians from The Art and 
Science ONUP. ha& in. Bslti- ., 
more, to help mme up with n 
new formula thnt would wive 
then1 n hetter chunce at emur. 
ing no repent of lnrt seiCYU1. :. 

Hodtheners~xterntwn~m-d . 
isit p a r ,  UdC nnd Ut' wvukl 
hnw heen in the title @me. 

Weihprprrid the hope is ihni 
this .y\'steni nwn't wed to'& 
chsnpd apdn.. The B('S nm. 
tmrt expires afler the 3(NS gn. 
WJI. Berinninr in 3tW. P fiRh ~ 
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