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merican fenfls off
emond’s comments,
clashes with reporters

avmchasm_: S

: ‘IGEAC. France — Hance Arxe-
strong’s day was far lfrom over

:

- whm e stepped off hig bike after
f ninth in Thursday’s stage *
-of the Tour de France.

nes sgain, ' Armstrbng found
hitheelf fending off thei suspicions
that have dogged him sihce he wor'
4'the first of his five strajght cham-
.piopships after coming jback from,

station tried to get iite his hotsl
roofn in hopes of finding
_evidence of doping, and
three-time Tour winner
Greg mond  voicet
doubts | t] that his fellow
AmPrican'is clean,
‘“They "show up ant
they ask sporting ques
tions to our face, but pf
soo: as  they leal
they're digging in
rooms and looking for
dizty” Armstrong sail
“H you left a B vitam
sitting there, that woul;
get ‘on TV and that w
scantdal. That's what %
live with every day." )

uld be &

David Moncoutie
Wins first staqe

have to

/‘after a couple of months ... well,
who's to say they won't put some-
thmg there and say, ‘Look what
we've found,'” Armstrong said.

“They see the sport &5 a target, en

easy target.”-
. Tha F’mnce 3 reporter, Hugues
Huet, said he went to the hotel to
.do interviews about ‘Armstrong’s
and that he chatted to
the hotel manager for 'a few min-

cess to the champion's rodm.

“It's completely tidiculouns,”. "

Hust told the Associated Press.
“We do have ethu;a and we dow’t do
1 played amung

= The 11th stage, won by French-
man David - Moncoutie, did not
change the overall time gap be-
tween Armstrong and bis
.méin rival, German Jan
Ullrich; s;xll 55 seconds
behing

thatn

utes. But he denied ho sought ac-

s
i

fights through a crowd on & busy day at the Tour de
mdim; to two dopinmlated storles, -ap

‘

Saving es for
the  ardyous and likely
decxswe climbs in the
ﬁen'enees and the Alps,

ey did not react when
Moncoutie and two other
riders surged ahead.

The stage win was
Moncoutie's first in five

'ours on a dey when a
blazing sun baked riders.

“We e tirsd and reaﬂy cocked,”.
Armstrong said. *
Ar has been cheered by

some French {ans, but others bristle-

lisues LAT AGLANCE

!' Stage:'A relat(vely short ride
from Sait-Flour to Figeac over

Irnotable ¢jimb.
19 Winned: Cofldis ndgs David
of Frante j m- hours, 54

s it Bseconds. =
| How others fa e
* Tour ‘winger Lance Al of

i fthe United States th, 5
: seconds B Main
¢ iival Jan Wliich, the fag7Ram-

102 rilesioLhilly roads with one -’

*BACK UP THE PEAK -
The Your mowes back uphifl on this
mountain stage from Castelsarrasintola

. Monge, ol #spin's grade is 6.3 bescent.

The 32-year-old Texdn said he
was concerned the re%u-_rter fromm  at the ides of a Texan overtaking
z;}idst:ah:rlx mimgxgﬂi!d 1tht have :_':xhe;foyr ?thxer five- hme champmns, i fb"’“- pladed 13th in the @time.
to frame him. Within'{iis team, . Anquetil and Bernard Hinault. | ’;n::n““:s:r z'feﬂgf_ chs’t.a CoiGhepin  Lasorge,
thare are fears that somld in France Allegationt of doping have also ! laas {e:' th iDc . < agmr:. sews’
do not want an Americah to win 8 clouded his imsge. In en interview u Weﬁ ps the ' : :
record six Tours. ! published Thursday by Ls Monde, ; ‘Guote of the- "'ﬁ."&wa,‘e‘ée t!red Costelsarnasia -
Armstrong said levision a respécted French daily, Lemond 'and realty cooked." e 2508 feet "
crew tried 1o persuads hotel staff  voiced] doubts about. his fellow fmstrong. e
to let them into his room after he Ameridan. lo Next stage: Riders fl‘“
left to go race. - “Lance is ready to do snythmg ‘dmml,h ees, htgda 2th . ;
He said the reporter'who visited to keep his secret,” Lemond toid stagd, with a 122 5\ilggide from Piguiten - Somancolin |
his hotel “has been following us for  the paper. “ don’t know how he ||| icastelsarrasin to La MO”GIE that jsa 20526\
months and it’s de can continue to convince every- 3"95“"55 L 9”-'9"“9 9“ 1o Q)e Sounce: Touracance a
“The scary thing s, if they don't  body of his iinocencs.” . finish fine. owr ge b
find anything and get frustrated ;. ap i e i
i ] "i B -1 -
_BY LENZIEHM son, s&g;ned B two- yem- cum‘.ract ) : in the firat €6 games. He had 21
. Stoff Reporter | worth §3.35 million. The and goals and 18 assists for the season. -

Long-term injuries tp Enc Daze
and Kyle Calder were ‘among the
many reasons the Blackhawks en.
dured e trying 2003-04 adason, but
the wingers remain part of the
club’s rebuilding plans. General
manager Bob Pulford announced
Thursday that. both had signed
multiyear coptracts. .

“We see these players as part of
our future,” Pulfard said

The Hawke didn't disclose con-
"tract terms, but Calder, 25, appar-
ently got a hefty pay raise despite
the uncertainty over the start of
next season, Canadian sojrces said
(alder, who madé $900,(K1) last sen-

its players association are far apart
in naggbahons for s new collective
t. The t
one e%pxree Sept. 15, and ernmg
campsaiwon’t open the next dey ifa
new agreement hasn't been reached.
Dazg, who has spent his 10 NHL
seasonp with the Hawks, has had
three pack operations in ss many
soasong. He battled a sore back in
the fifst three games last season,
then sit out the next 63. Daze, 29,
-underwent surgery to repsir a-hey-
niated'disc ori Dec. 3 and returned
March 5. In the last 16 games, he
had folur gosie and 11 assists.
Cal«éer suffered a broken left leg
March & and missed the laat 16

fine-game ! wmlens stroak. = He
nched the 20-goal platean for the
it time in the NHI while plnying

The Hawks also said they had
savered uen thh M:chaal Ayers, a
ung goaltender. They
ralmquwhed their rights to Ayree
the 2003 USA Hockey Player of the
Year for New Hampshire. Last
month, the Hawks traded Adum’
Berkhoel, another goalie prospect
whe bad been one of their draftees,
to Atlanta. .
The Hawks are deemed rich in
goalies. Jucolyn Thibault, Michael
Lei and Craig And fig-
ure to man two of the spots on !be
Howks' roster, and Adam Munro
and Mike Brodeur are under con-
tract for the minor-league affili-
ates in Norfolk und Greenyille.

BCS tries
again to find
right formula

Polls to get more '

‘emphasm now though
. it's too late for usc

BY EDDIE pELLS

There will be fewer numbers
to ¢rinch in the revamped ver-

Series formula, -

- Thbe big question remains
whether thusd pumbeérs will
produce better results for one of
the few major sports that deter-

, mined its champion without a
postseason toirnament. -

The Aszsocistéd Press poll

formula BCS cfficiels unveiled
Thursday in their latest at-
tempt to find ‘s simpler, more
equitable way to come up with a
No. 1'vs."No. 2 matcbup in the
college football title game. ¢
But in_describing the new
formula, BCS chairman Kevin
" Weiberg issued the sane caveat
. that has existed throughout the
six seasons of this system.
*“There is not a perfect too)
out there in this system that
will eliminate all controversy.
said Weiberg. the Big 12 cormn-

chairman this vear.
Under. the..new formulg
Whithgoes ito

hes” poll and a

of computer rankings will each
count for one-third of a team’s
overall BCS ranking:

Strength of schedule, team
record and quality wing, three
compopents used under the old
system, have heen eliminated.
the thought being that all axe a)-

fon

sults from the AP and coaches’
polls were avernged, then fac-
the significance of the polls.

sons, there bave been at least
claims for the two spots in the

BCS title game. Last vear re-
sulted iny a split mational cham-

and USC protecting its top AP

going into bowl season.
BCS officials hired mathe-
maticians from The Art and

new formula that would wive
, them a better chance at ensur-
mg ne repeat of last season.
have been in the title pame,

this svstem won't need to

fract expires after the 2005 sea-

‘Znme will be added to the BCX. «
AR

TREK013941

sion of the Bowl ("hampu)mﬂnp

will count for one-third of each.
team’s ranking under the new.. ]

o

i

“missioner who took over as BCS

fiert this sea- .
son, the AP writers' poll. the :

ready factored into the tom-
puter rankings. In the past, re- !

tored.in with the other compo-
nents — a formula thet lessened |
In three of the last four sea-

three teams with legitimate '

pionship, with LSU winning the -
* BCS title game over Oklshoma °

ranking by defeating Michigan
in the Ross Bowl USC was left ~

out of the BCS title gome despite
being ranked first in both polls. .

Science Group, based in Balti- .,
more, to help come up with a

Had the new systém been wsed
+ last year, USC and LSU would B

Weiberg said the hope is that
changed aguin.. The BCS con- |
son. Beginning in 2008, 5 fifth



