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IN UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI
CENTRAL DIVISION
TODD JANSON, et al., on behalf of

themselves and on behalf of all others
similarly situated,

Plaintiffs,
Case No. 2:10-cv-04018-NKL

V.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
;
LEGALZOOM.COM, INC. )
)
)
Defendant. )

PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION IN LIMINE REGARDING THE ATTORNEY CLIENT
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PLAINTIFFS AND PLAINTIFFS’ COUNSEL

Come now, Plaintiffs, by and through counsel, Bomdheir Motion in Limine to exclude
any evidence of Regarding the Attorney Client Retathip Between the Plaintiffs and
Plaintiffs’ Counsel, state as follows:

[. Introduction

Legalzoom.com (hereinafter “Legalzoom”) throughitldeposition designations have
indicated that they wish to introduce evidencehefnature of the attorney client relationship
between Plaintiffs and Plaintiffs’ counsel. In@sse, Legalzoom wishes to contrast the fact that
the Plaintiffs never signed a fee agreement betwlsamnselves and Legalzoom when they
purchased legal documents from Legalzoom, whilg theé with Plaintiffs’ counsel in this
matter. Since a fee agreement is not necessastablish a violation of Missouri law related to
the unauthorized practice of law, whether a feeagent was signed or not between Plaintiffs
and Legalzoom is not relevant. In addition, ifrthes any relevance to the fee agreement, the
issue of the fee agreement between Plaintiffs daiat#fs’ counsel should be excluded under
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Rule 403 since the prejudicial impact of such enategreatly outweighs any probative value.
II. Argument

“Federal Ruleof Evidence 402 provides that irrelevant evidersc@admissible. Wright
v. Ark. & Mo. R.R. C92009 U.S. App. LEXIS 16719, *12 (8th Cir. July,2®09). “Evidence
is relevant if it has ‘any tendency to make theseence of any fact that is of consequence to the
determination of the action more probable or lesable than it would be without the
evidence.” Id. at *12-13 (quoting Fed. R. Evid. 401). “A distraxurt is given broad discretion
to determine the relevance of evidentiary matterd."at 13.

Rule 403 of the Federal Rules of Evidence provifidéthough relevant, evidence may
be excluded if its probative value is substantiallgjweighed by the danger of unfair prejudice,
confusion of the issues, or misleading the jurypyrconsiderations of undue delay, waste of
time, or needless presentation of cumulative ewdérFed.R.Evid. 403. “Confusion of the
issues warrants exclusion of relevant evidencdniiasion of the evidence would lead to
litigation of collateral issues.Firemen's Fund Ins. Co. v. Thie@3 F.3d 754 (‘8 Cir. 1995).

Rule 403 is concerned with unfair prejudice that Aaindue tendency to suggest decision on an
improper basisProbatter Sports, LLC v. Joyner Technologies,,IB007 WL 3285799
(N.D.lowa, October 18, 2007).

Whether the Plaintiffs signed a fee agreement atpalzoom as compared to what they
signed with Plaintiffs’ counsel has no relevancéhis case. Missouri statutes relating to the
unauthorized practice of law do not require thatgharty who paid another consideration for
legal services sign any agreement. There is giyite® requirement that the person paying the
funds believes that they are even entering intatarney client relationship with the other party.

See, § 484.020 RSMo. The belief of the party paye funds is simply not relevant to whether



someone has engaged in the unauthorized practleavofTherefore, agreements Plaintiffs
signed with Plaintiffs’ counsel is not relevantany way to this dispute

In addition, introducing the issue of a fee agreanoe agreement of any kind between
Plaintiffs and Legalzoom or between Plaintiffs d&dintiffs’ counsel would introduce collateral
issues into the case which could mislead the jditye jury might be inclined to believe that an
agreement is required in order to retain or getllegvice; including establishing a violation of
8484.020 RSMo. Missouri law has no such requirem&imilarly, nothing about the
relationship or agreement between Plaintiffs arainfiffs’ counsel is relevant in any way in this
case.

Since the agreements between the Plaintiffs anddbensel has no relevance to whether
Legalzoom is violating Missouri law any evidenceaogument related to their agreement with
Plaintiffs’ counsel or anything about the relatibipsbetween Plaintiffs and their counsel should
be excluded as evidence in this case.
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