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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OFNEVADA

[
o

RONALD GRIDER, individually and on behalf o] CaseNo.: 2:13ev-01731KJD-CWH
all others similarly situated;

[ —
[ —

Plaintiff,

=
N

VS. ORDER GRANTING MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY

APPROVAL OF CLASSACTION SETTLEMENT;
CLARK COUNTY COLLECTION SERVICE, AND CERTIFICATION OF SETTLEMENT CLASS

LLC, aNevada limitediability company;
DOLLAR LOAN CENTER, LLC, a Nevada
limited-liability company; andLC EMPIRE,
LLC, a South Dakota limitetiability company,
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BAILEY «*KENNEDY
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Defendants.

[ —
\l

e
©

WHEREAS, Plaintf and Defendants have reached a proposed settlement and compromise of

N
o

the dispute among them and other similarly situated individuals in the Action, whetifasts in the

N
=

Settlement Agreement filed with the Court; and

N
N

WHEREAS, Plaintiff ha applied to the Court for preliminary approval of the proposed

N
w

Settlement, the terms and conditions of which are set forth in the Settlement Agresrde

N
N

WHEREAS, the Court has fully considered the record of these proceedings, thenSwttle

N
a1

Agreement and akxhibits thereto, the representations, arguments and recommendation of counsel f

N
@)

the Parties and the requirements of law; and

N
-~

WHEREAS, it appears to the Court upon preliminary examination that the propotech&et

N
(o)

is fair, reasonable and adequated that a hearing should be held after notice to the Settlement Class o
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the proposed Settlement to finally determine whether the proposed Settlemeint isafsonable an
adequate andthether a Final Judgmeand Order of Dismissal with Prejudisbould be entered in th
Action.

THE COURT FINDS AND ORDERS AS FOLLOWS:

1. The capitalized terms used in this Preliminary Approval Order shall have the

meaning as defined in the Settlement Agreement except as may otherwise be ordered.

d

is

Same

2. The Court confimsthe Stipulation and Order to Amend Case Caption dated November 2,

2015, which amends the case caption as follot@echore accurately reflect the currddaintiffs and

Defendants in this Actian

RONALD GRIDER, individually and on behalf of all othesisnilarly situated;
Plaintiff,
VS.

CLARK COUNTY COLLECTION SERVICE, LLC, a Nevada limitdahbility
company; DOLLAR LOAN CENTER, LLC, a Nevada limitdidbility company;

and DLC EMPIRE, LLC, a South Dakota limitédbility company,
Defendants.
3. The Court preliminarily approves the Settlement Agreement as fair, eddsoand

adequate to the Settlement Class, as falling within the range of possibkgpfinaval, and as meritin

g

notice of the Settlement to persons in the Settlement Class for theide@tion and a hearing on the

approval of the Settlement.

4, The Settlement Agreement was entered into by experienced counsel and enly aft

extensive discovery and arAength negotiations involving two ddgng mediations with Lawreng
Leavitt, Retired US. Magistrate Judge (January 6, 2015) aad @/. Hoffman, the U.S. Magistra
Judge assigned to the Case (June 19, 2015); and ordaktéding mediation with Carl W. Hoffman, tf
U.S. Magistrate Judge assigned to the Case (Sept@2p2015).

5. For puposes of the Settlement only, the Court conditionally certifies the Settlg
Class, which consists of: All natural persons, within the United States, who allectlwy Clark Count)
Collection Service, LLC (“CCS), on their cellular telephoreexcludingcalls that were initiated b

manually dialing via a desktop telephenbetween September 20, 2009 and September 20, 201

e
(e

e
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/
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26
27
28

“Class Period”), as a result of having their telephone number listed sgarmrof Dollar Loan Center:

LLC as a “Reference” on @edit application; Settlement Class Members do not include recipients of a
single telephone call received as a result of a reassigned telephone nundeéineakby the Federal
Communications Commission in its TCPA Omnibus Declaratory Ruling and Order N@ (&ly 18
2015).Excluded from the class are Defamis any persons, companies, affiliates, subsidiaries or any
employees thereof, and any entities in which any of soatpanies has a controlling interest; the Judge
or Magistrate Judge to whom the Action is assigned and any member of those Judgediate
families; as well aall persons who validly request exclusion from the Class.

The Parties estimate that there between 10,000 anti8,000SettlementClass Members. In
order to determin¢he actual numbeof SettlementClass Membetseach telephone number must|be
extracted from Defendants’ records, and all-aelular phone numbers excluded.

6. The Court preliminary finds, for Settlement purposes only, that:

a. The abovedescribed Settlement &s is so numerous that joinder of all members
is impracticable;

b. There are questions of law or fact common to the Settlement Class;

C. The claims of the Class Representative are typical of the claims of the Settlemer
Class;

d. The Class Representative will fayrand adequately protect the interests of|the
Settlement Class;

e. The questions of fact or law common to the members of the Settlement Clas:
predominate over the questions affecting only individual members; and

f. Certification of the Settlement Class is stipr to other available methods for the
fair and efficient adjudication of the controversy.

7. The Court finds that it has personal jurisdiction oveBattlementClass Members.

8. The ramed Plaintiff, Ronald Grider, shall be the Class Representative Sketllemen
Class. This Court preliminarily finds that he will fairly and adequatelyessmt and protect the
interests of the abse8ettlemenClass Members.
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9. The Court approves the law firms of Baitel{ennedy and Haines & Krieger as

settlement Class @osel. This Court preliminarily finds that they are competent, capableeafigirg

all responsibilities as Class Counsel and will fairly and adequately esprasd protect the interests| of

the absenBettlemenClass Members.
10. The Court approvdiYM G roupto serve as the Claims Administrator in this Action.
11. A Final Approval Hearing shall be held before this Cou 9 a. February 21

2017 to address: (a) whether the proposed Settlement should be finally approvedesstaiabl

D

and adequate and whether the Final JudgeastOrder of Dismissal With Prejudisbould be entered;

and (b) whether Class Courséhttorney’s Fees and Costs Application and itheentiveaward forthe

Class Representativ&ould be approved. Papers in supporfiredl approval of the Settlementhe

incentive avard to Class Representativand Class CounselAttorneys Fees and Costs Application

shall be filed with the Court according to the schedule set forth in Para@taipdlow. The Final

Approval Hearing may be postponed, adjourned, or continued by order of the Court without

notice to the Settlement Class. After the Final Approval Hearing, the Coumteya Final Judgment

furthe

and Order of Dismissal With Prejudim accordance with the Settlement Agreement that will adjudicate

the rights of all Settlemer@lass Members with respect to the Rele&dSkagmsbeing settled.
12.  The Court approves, as to form and cont@ingct Mail Notices,Q & A Notice, and

summarypubication noticesubstantially similar to the forms attachtedhe Settlement Agreemess

Exhibits C, D, and EDirect Mail Notices will be based upon reverse directory lookup of the Class|List

as performed by the Claims Administrat@irect Mail Notices will then be provided to members of the

Settlement Class Hyrst-classU.S. mail to addresses obtained through such reverse directory lookup.

The Claims Administrator shall also establish a Settlemestisite and give notice by publication, as
providal in the Settlement Agreement.

13. The information (primarilynames and tepdone numbers) necessary to the giving

of

notice is contained ICCCS’srecords, and the time and effort required to gather that information in

order to start the notice process is uncertain; accordingly, CCCS is ordepeavide to the Claims

Administrator, in an electronically searchable and readable foafig, containing the names and last

known telephone numbers of the Settlement Class Memb#rs ten (10) days of thisrder The
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Claims Administrator shall gath&ettlement Class Member addresses in a commercially reas
time — but not longer than90 days from the date of this Order. When this has been done, the
Administrator shall give notice to the Courhdathe Parties (the “Notice of Records Rev
Completion”).

14. Notices to SettlementClass Members maype sent at any time by the Clain

Administrator, but alDirect Mail Notices shall be mailed within 30 days of the date of the Notig

Dnable
Claim:

ew

ns

ce of

Records Review Conhgtion. No later than five business days prior to the Final Approval Hearing, the

Claims Administrator shall file with the Court a declaration attesting to compliance withrtles. O
15.  The cost ofproviding notice to the Settlement Class Memlaard claimsadministration

shall be paid from the Settlement Fund, as provided for in the Settlement Agreement.

16.  The notice program, as directed in this Order, constitutes the best noticeaptaainder

the unique circumstances of this case and is reasonably atattub apprise the members of
Settlement Class of the pendency of this Action and of their right to object to tleen®at or exclud
themselves from the Settlement Class. The Court further finds thaotibe program as outlined

Paragraph 4.is reasonable, that it constitutes due, adequate and sufficient notice to all petstets

to receive such notice and that it meets the requirements of due processFaderaf Rule of Civil

Procedure23. Nothing herein shall impact Class Cousisability to dscharge their attorneglient
obligations to the SettlemernClass Members including the discussion and explanation of
Settlement.

17.  Any of the Settlement Classlemberswho elect toexcludethemselvesshall not be
entitled to receive any of the benefits of the Settlement, shall not be bounel l®yetlise of any clain
pursuant to the Settlement Agreement, and shall not be entitled to object to the Setileappear 3
the Final Approval Hearing.

18. Any SettlementClass Member who does not submit a valid and timely reques

exclusion may object to the proposed Settlement. To be valid, the objection mudiesfitezt through

the

D

n

the

NS

—

5t for

the Court's CM/ECF system or sent via mail to the Clerk of the Codrtsant to Class Counsel and

DefendantsCounsel no later than ten (10) days before the Final Approgafifly date. The Settleme

Class Member must include in the objection hishudlr name, address, and telephone numbes
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reasons for his or her ologgon, and, if represented by counsel, the name and address of his

counsel. An objecting Settlement Class Member must attach documents estgbbshprgvide

or he

information sufficient to allow the Parties to confirm, thfa@ objectoris a member of the Settlement

Class, state, specifically and in writing, all objections and the basis fauahyobjections, as well as

identify any documents which such objector desires the Court to consider, and prodtemerst o

whether he or shentends to appear at the Fairness Hearing, either with or without counsel] Any
Settlement Class Member who fails to timely file and serve a written objection aoel aiohis or her
intent to appear at the Fairness Hearing shall be deemed to have aaywebjection, shall not he
permitted to object to the approval of the Settlement at the Fairness Hearirghahtbe forever
foreclosed from making any objection to the fairness, reasonableness, or adequa\pipbsed
Settlement, the plan of payment, the award of any costs and attorney feesyenawstids or from
seeking any review of the Settlement or the terms ofSttilementAgreement by appeal or other
means.

19.  For any objection filed, the Clerk of the Court is ordered to redact any seciatity
number, the street address, telephone number and last eecept first letter of the last name of the
objector,in order to protect the objector’s privacy. The first nafingt letter of the last nameijty, Sate
and zip ode as well as thaibstance of the objection will not be redacted.

20.  All proceedings in this Action are stayed until further order of the Court, exsapag
be necessary to implement the terms of the Settlement.

111
111
111
111
111
111
111
111
111
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21. Furthersettlement proceedings in this matter shall proceed according to the fol
schedule:
EVENT SCHEDULED DATE
Direct Mail Notices mailing date 120 days after entry of Preliminary Approval
Order
Parties’ briefs in support of the 14 days prior to Final Approval Hearing

Settlement, includinfee application and
incentive award due

Last day for Class Members to apit of | 130 days after the date the Direct Mail Notices
Settlement are initially mailed

Last day for objections to the Settlement 10 days before the Final Approval Hearing
to be filedwith the Court

Last day to submit a Valid Claim Form | 120 days after the date the Direct Mail Notices
are initially mailed

Partiesto file responses to objections, if | 7 days prior to the Final Approvilearing
any

Final Approval Hearing To be determined by the Court

22.  Inthe event that a Final Approval Order and Judgment is not entered by the Cdwe
Effective Date of the Settlement does not occur, or the Settlement Agreememtisgherminate

according to its terms, this Order and all orders entered in connection therealithexome null an

void, shall be of no further force and effect, and shall not be used or referred to fpurpoges

whatsoever, including without limitation for any evidentiary purpose (including butmibéd to clasg
certification) in this Action or any other action. In such event, the Settlement Agreement, e
attachments and all negotiations and proceedings related thereto shall bd tebmwithout prejudic
to the rights of any and all of the Parties, who shall be restored to theirtrespasitons as of dat
and time immediately preceding the exémuf the Sttlement Ageemen

111

111
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23.  The Court may, for good cause, extend all of the deadlines set forth in deisv@thout
furthernotice to the Settlement Class.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

Dated May 31, 2016

THE HON. KENT J. DAWSON
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT JUDGE
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Respectfully Submitted by:
10| BAILEY “+KENNEDY

11| By:_/s/Dennis L. Kennedy
DENNISL. KENNEDY

12 JOSHUAM. DICKEY
PauL C.WILLIAMS

s HAINES & KRIEGER
14 GEORGEH. HAINES

DAvID H. KRIEGER

15| Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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