United States of America v. &#036;37,425.00 in United States Currency Dog. 17
1| DANIEL G. BOGDEN
United States Attorney
2 || Nevada State Bar No. 2137
Michael A. Humphreys
3 || Assistant United States Attorney
Lloyd D. George United States Courthouse
4 || 333 Las Vegas Boulevard South, Suite 5000
Las Vegas, Nevada 89101
5 || Telephone: (702) 388-6336
Facsimile: (702) 388-6787
6 || Counsel for Plaintiff
7
8
9
10
UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
11
DISTRICT OF NEVADA
12
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, )
13 )
Plaintiff, )
14 )
V. ) 2:14-CV-1515-APG-(CWH)
15 )
$37,425.00 IN UNITED STATES )
16 || CURRENCY, )
)
17 Defendant. )
18 || DEFAULT JUDGMENT OF FORFEITURE ASTO ASTO SHAVON GOODWIN, SHOVON
GOODWIN, SARA GOODWIN, SARA LAMBERT, AND ALL PERSONSOR ENTITIES
19 WHO CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE $37,425.00 IN UNITED STATES CURRENCY
AND
20|l FINAL JUDGMENT OF FORFEITURE ASTO $37,425.00 IN UNITED STATES CURRENCY
01 AND RASHEEN GOODWIN
22||1. FACTS
23 On April 16, 2014, United States Postal Service personnel in Las \Iégeaa, intercepted
24 || an Express Mail package that exhibited the characteristics often associated with drug trafficking and o
25 || currency that was derived from the drug trafficking. A drug dog reacted to the presence of a
26 || controlled substance (and/or controlled substance residue) insidarte® causing Postal Service
Dockets.Justia.com


http://dockets.justia.com/docket/nevada/nvdce/2:2014cv01515/103363/
http://docs.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/nevada/nvdce/2:2014cv01515/103363/17/
http://dockets.justia.com/

© 00 N o g A~ W N P

N NN NN NN RBP B P P P PP P PR
o 00 A W N P O © © N o o » W N P O

inspectors to seek, and obtain, a warrant to seaecpaitel. The agents searched the parcel to find
$37,425.00 in United States currency inside. The cuyreoasisted, in large part of, 20-dollar bills
($22,700.00), the denomination most commonly used in transactinglstrekethug sales.

The Express Mail package was postmarkedl|A®, 2014, and bore a return address of 4327
Empire St., Columbus, Georgia. “Shovon Goodwin” listed as the sender. The package identified
“Sara Goodwin” as the recipient, listing hedagiss as 2229 Goldhill Way, Las Vegas, Nevada.

Postal Service records showed that “Sara Lambert” is associated with the Goldhill Way
residential address; not “Sara Goaaliras listed on the package. Postal records also disclosed that
claimant, Rasheen Goodwin, is not associated with that Goldhill Way address.

“Shavon Goodwin” is associated with the sanalgdress on Empire Street in Columbus,
Georgia. The package bore the name “Shovonérdtian “Shavon” (the correct spelling) Goodwin.
At the time of discovery, the currency was ntained in several, parate bundles. Each
bundle was wrapped in rubber bandg] all of the bundles were wrapp@dplastic wrap as is typical

of drug-derived currency thatisansported through the mails.

The claimant, Rahseen Goodwin, was proselutenvicted and incarcerated in 2006 fo
possession with the intent to disuite cocaine, a controlled substance.

II. PROCEDURE

The United States filed a verified Complafot Forfeiture in Rem on September 18, 2014,

Complaint, ECF No. 1. The Complaint (ECF No. 1) alleges the defendant property:

a. was furnished or was intended to toenished in exchange for controlled

substances in violation of Title Il of the Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.Q.

801 et seg., and is subject to forfeiture to the United States pursuant to
U.S.C. § 881(a)(6);

b. is proceeds traceable to exchangesootrolled substances in violation of Title
Il of the Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. § 804eq., and is subject to

forfeiture to the United States pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6); and
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C. was used or was intended to be used to facilitate violations of Title Il of
Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. § @#%eq., and is subject to forfeiture

to the United States pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6).

On September 23, 2014, the Court enteredm@ended Order for Summons and Warrant of

Arrest in Rem for the Property and Notice (EQB. 6) and issued the Summons and Warrant
Arrest in Rem (ECF No. 7).

Pursuant to the Amended Order (ECF No.lgg, Complaint (ECF No. 1), the Amended Orde
(ECF No. 6), the Summons and Warrant (ECF R)p.and the Notice of Complaint for Forfeiture
(ECF No. 9, p. 3-4, 17-18, 31-32 and ECF N0, A. 9-10, 25-26) were served on the $37,425.00
United States Currency and all persons claimang interest in the $37,425.00 in United State
Currency. Notice was published according to law.

Pursuant to Supplemental Rules for Admiratiy Maritime Claimsand Asset Forfeiture
Actions (“Fed. R. Civ. P. Supp. Rule”) G(5), all persanterested in the defendant property wers
required to: (1) file a verified claim, setting forth the petsaor its interest in the property, that (a
identifies the specific interest in the property claimed, (b) identifies the claimant and state
claimants interest in the property, and (c) is signedhmsy claimant under pelty of perjury pursuant
to 28 U.S.C§ 1746; (2) file the verified claim with the Clerk of the above-ertitBourt no later than
35 days after the notice is sent or, if direct notiaes not sent, no later than 60 days after the first dg

of publication on the official inteet government forfeiture site, www.forfeiture.gov; (3) file ar

answer to the Complaint for Foitigre in Rem or a motion under Rule 12 with the Clerk of the Couf

Lloyd D. George United States Courthouse, 333 Las Vegas Boulevard South, Las Vegas, NV §
no later than 21 days after filing the verified claim; and (4) serve a copy of the verified nldithea

answer at the time of each filing on Michael A.rhfahreys, Assistant United States Attorney, Lloyd

D. George United States Courthouse, 333 Las ¥8gailevard South, Suite 5000, Las Vegas, Nevadla

89101. Complaint, ECF No. 1; Amended OrderSommons and Warrant, ECF No. 6; Summons an
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Warrant, ECF No. 7; Notice of Complaint, ECF No. 9, p. 3-4, 17-18, 31-32 and ECF No. 10, p. ¢
25-26.

Public notice of the forfeiture action and arrest was given to all persons and entitie
publication via the official intenet government forfeiture site, www.forfeiture.gov, from Septemb¢
25, 2014, through October 24, 2014. Notice of Filing Proof of Publication, ECF No. 8.

On October 16, 2014, the United States Postgpdation Service served the Complaint, th
Amended Order, the Summons and Warrant of $irnre Rem for the Property, and the Notice by
executing them on the defendant property. Notice of Filing Service of Process — Personal Servicq
No. 9, p. 2-15.

On October 15, 2014, the United States Marshals Service personally served the Complai
Amended Order for Summons and Warrant of strren Rem for the Property and Notice, the
Summons and Warrant of Arrest in Rem for the Property, and the Notice of Complaint for Forfg
and Arrest on Rasheen Goodwin.tide of Filing Service of Pross — Personal Service, ECF No. 9
p. 16-29.

On October 3, 2014, the United States Marshatgi@epersonally served the Complaint, the
Amended Order for Summons and Warrant of strren Rem for the Property and Notice, the
Summons and Warrant of Arrest in Rem for the Property, and the Notice of Complaint for Forfg
and Arrest on Rasheen Goodwin, by and throughatiesney Kirk T. Kennedy, Esq. Notice of Filing
Service of Process — Persoarvice, ECF No. 9, p. 30-43.

On October 15, 2014, the United States MarsBalvice attempted tpersonally served the
Complaint, the Amended Order for Summons andrd/a of Arrest in Rem for the Property and
Notice, the Summons and Warrant of Arrest in Rem for the Property, and the Notice of Complai

Forfeiture and Arrest on Sara Lambéuf no one by that name resided at 2229

Goldhill Way, Las Vegas, NV 89106. Notice of Filingr@ee of Process — Personal Service, ECF N¢.

9, p. 44-57.
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On October 15, 2014, the United States MarsBalwice attempted to personally served th
Complaint, the Amended Order for Summons andrdra of Arrest in Rem for the Property and
Notice, the Summons and Warrant of Arrest in Rem for the Property, and the Notice of Complai
Forfeiture and Arrest on Sara Goodwin, but ne oy that name resided at 2229 Goldhill Way, La
Vegas, NV 89106. Notice of Filing Service obBess — Personal Service, ECF No. 9, p. 58-71.

On November 3, 2014, United States Postapéction Services’ Postal Inspector Danig
Carbonetti declared that based upon an exhaustteebdae search he hadnducted, and his training
and experience, Sara Goodwin was a fictitious name packages were mailed to by Rasheen Gg
Notice of Filing Service of Process — Personal Service, ECF No. 9, p. 72-73.

On September 25, 2014, Shavon Goodwin was sdsye@gular and certified return receipt
mail with the Complaint, the Amended Order for Summons and Warrant, the Summons and W4g
and the Notice. Notice of Filing Service ofdéess — Mailing, ECF No. 10, p. 3-5 and 9-21.

On September 25, 2014, Shovon Goodwin was sdoyeckgular and certified return receipt
mail with the Complaint, the Amended Order for Summons and Warrant, the Summons and W4g
and the Notice. Notice of Filing Service Bfocess — Mailing, ECF No. 10, p. 6-21.

On December 22, 2014, United States Postalekctsgn Services’ Postdhspector Daniel

Carbonetti declared that based uporeahaustive data base seahehhad conducte@nd his training

and experience, Shovon Goodwin was a fictitiosne packages were mailed to by Rasheg

Goodwin. Exhibit 1.

On October 28, 2014, Sara Lambert was servedefular and certified return receipt mail
with the Complaint, the Amended Order forn8uons and Warrant, the Summons and Warrant, a
the Notice. Notice of Filing Service of Process — Mailing, ECF No. 10, p. 22-37.

On November 17, 2014, Rasheen Goodwedfa Claim and Answer (ECF No. 11).

On December 17, 2014, the United States fil&ktlement Agreement for Entry of Judgmen
of Forfeiture as to Claimanand Order (ECF No. 12), regarding the $37,425.00 in United States

nt for

U)

odwi

rrant

rrant

eN




© 00 N o g A~ W N P

N NN NN NN RBP B P P P PP P PR
o 00 A W N P O © © N o o » W N P O

Currency. Claimant waived, among other thingsyise of process. SettlemeAgreement, ECF No.

12.

On December 18, 2014, the Court entered th@geOgranting the Settlement Agreement fof

Entry of Judgment of Forfeiture &s Claimant, and Order (ECF No. 13).
No other person or entity has filed a claimswar, or responsive pleading within the timg
permitted by 18 U.S.C.8 983(a)(4) and HRdCiv. P. Supp. Rule G(4) and (5).
On December 22, 2014, the United States filed advidor Entry of Clerk’s Default against:

(1) the $37,425.00 in United States Currency;§Bavon Goodwin; (3) Shovon Goodwin; (4) Sarg

Goodwin; (5) Sara Lambert; and (6) all persongmtities who claim an interest in the $37,425.00 i
United States Currency in the above-entidetion except Rasheen Goodwin (ECF No. 14).

On December 23, 2014, the Clerk of the Court entered a Default against: (1) the $37,425
United States Currency; (2) Shavon Goodwin; $hovon Goodwin; (4) Sara Goodwin; (5) Sara
Lambert; and (6) all persons or entities whainolan interest in the $37,425.00 in United State
Currency in the above-entitled actiercept Rasheen Goodwin (ECF No. 15).

Shavon Goodwin is not in the military servicdthwin the purview of the Servicemen’s Civil
Relief Act of 2003. Exhibit 2.

Shavon Goodwon is neither a min@r an incompetent person.

Sara Lambert is not in the military service within the purview of the Servicemen’s Civil Reg
Act of 2003. Exhibit 3.

Sara Lambert is neither amar nor an incompetent person.

1. JUDGMENT

Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 54(c) and 55(bg, jtdgment by default does not “differ in kind

from, or exceed [the] amount” of relieftiexl in the complaint for forfeiture.
V. DEFAULT AND ENTRY OF DEFAULT
As shown above, the United States has reqdesttry of Clerk’s Default against: (1) the

$37,425.00 in United States Currency; (2) Sha@oondwin; (3) Shovon Goodwin; (4) Sara Goodwin
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(5) Sara Lambert; and (6) all perss or entities who claim an interest in the $37,425.00 in Unit

States Currency in the above-entitled action exdegsheen Goodwin (ECF No. 14). The Clerk

entered the Default as requested (ECF No. 15).
V. NOTICE
Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. Supp. Rule GMMHC), the United States published notice vig

the official internet government forfeiture sit@ww.forfeiture.gov, for thirty consecutive days. Seg

above. Pursuant to Fed. R. CR. Supp. Rule G(4)(b), the United States served the Complaint,
Order for Summons and Warrant of Arrest innRér the Property and Notice, the Summons an
Warrant of Arrest in Rem for the Property, and the Notice of Complaint for Forfeiture and Arres
all known potential clanants. See above.
VI. LEGAL SUFFICIENCY OF THE COMPLAINT

The Complaint filed in this @gion was verified. The Court kasubject matter jurisdiction, in
rem jurisdiction over the $37,425.00 in United Stategd&®icy, and venue. The Complaint describe

the property with reasonable particularity. Then@daint states where the seizure of the $37,425.(

in United States Currency occurred and its curfenation. The Complaint identifies the statute$

under which the forfeiture action is brought. T@emplaint alleges sufficiently detailed facts to
support a reasonable belief that the United Statesbwilhble to meet its bden proof at trial. See
facts above. Complaint, ECF Nb.Fed. R. Civ. P. Supp. Rule G(2).

The allegations of the Complaiare sustained by the evidence and are adopted as finding
fact. The Court concludes as a matter of law that the United States is entitled to the relief reque
the Complaint.

VIlI. POTENTIAL CLAIMANTS
Rasheen Goodwin has entered into a Settlement Agreement with the United States. No

person has filed a claim and the time to file a claim has passed.
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Based on the foregoing this Court finds that the United States has shown its entitlemeni to &

Default Judgment of Forfeiture as to: (1) 8ba Goodwin; (2) Shovon Goodwin; (3) Sara Goodwin
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(4) Sara Lambert; and (5) all perss or entities who claim an interest in the $37,425.00 in Unit
States Currency and Final Judgment of Forfeitas to $37,425.00 in United States Currency a
Rasheen Goodwin.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that
Default Judgment of Forfeita is entered against: (1) Shavon Goodwin; (2) Shovon Goodwin; (3)
Sara Goodwin; (4) Sara Lambert; and (5) and all persons or entit@slaim an interest in the
$37,425.00 in United States Currgric the above-entitled action.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that Final Judgment of
Forfeiture is entered against the $37,425.00nited States Currency and Rasheen Goodwin.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that the $37,425.00 in United
States Currency be, and the same is hereby falftatéhe United States of America, and no right,
title, or interest in the properghall exist in any other party, other than Rasheen Goodwin, whose
rights and liabilities are adjudged below.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDED AND DECREED, that, the property having been
forfeited, within a practicable time hereafter for the United States, the United States must release|
Rasheen Goodwin, through Kirk T. Kenneégq., one payment of $6,000.00 in United States
Currency, less any debt owed the United States, agrycggf the United States, or any debt in which
the United States is authorized to collect.

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2465(a)(2), that there was reasonabils

cause for the seizure or arrest of the defendant property.

UNITED STATESUSTRIC YUDGE

DATED: January 12, 2015
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