In Re: State Of NM, et al v. Aragon, et al Doc. 11583

IN THE UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO

STATE OF NEW MEXICO ex rel.
STATE ENGINEER,

Plaintiff, NO.69¢cv7941IMV/KK
VS. RICCHAMA ADJUDICATION
ROMAN ARAGON, et al., Section 1, Chama Mainstream
Defendants.

MEMORANDUM OPINION AND ORDER
APPROVING APPOINTMENT OF JOHN MUMM ASWATERMASTER

THIS MATTER is before the Court on the State of New Mexico’s Motion to Approve
Appointment of Rio Chama Wateaster in Section 1 of the ®Chama Stream System, Doc.
11582, filed June 15, 2020. For the reasons stated below, theGFOANT S the Motion.

The Partial Final Judgment and Decree (“Decree”) entered on July 26, 1971, for the Chama
Mainstream Section requires that the State Engineer appoint a water master to assist in the
administration and enforcementtbke Decree “subject to the@roval of the Court.” Doc. 1778,

18 at 6. The duties of the water master ingJuout are not limited to: “the inspection and
approval of meter installatiommequired by the provisions of thjPecree]; the maintenance of
records of water diversions; the supervisionvafer use under rights adjcated [in the Decree]
including the establishment of the rate of divandiar each ditch; and th@eparation of rules and
regulations for the admirtrsition of this [Decree].” Doc. 1778, § 9 at 6.

The State has appointed John Mumm to saswbe Rio Chama water master for the Chama
Mainstream Section because Beatriz Vigil, thevpusly appointed water master for the Chama

Mainstream Section, has left ttéfice of the State Engineer.
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Mr. Mumm was previously employed by tiiédyoming State Engineer’s Office as
an Assistant Superintendent andydrbgrapher Commissioner.  His duties
included water rights administration, mgiveg availability and distribution of
water resources, metering/measuremersti@amflow, and data management and
analysis. He is experienced in holdipgblic meetings, custoan service, field
checks, and acequia by-laws. Mr. iMuon is comfortable communicating with
acequia parciantes on technical and daanpe issues unique to New Mexico.

The Rio Chama Acequia Association, IRCAA”) represents a majority of water

users on the Chama Mainstream. Exhibit Mr. Mumm has met and worked

with RCAA president Tim Seaman, conssioners of the RCAA member ditches,
and individual acequia parciantesl. As Exhibit 1 demonstrates, the RCAA
strongly supports the approval of thppointment of Mr. Mumm as the water
master for the Chama Mainstre&@uaction of the Rio Chama.

Motion 1 3-4 at 2.
No responses opposing the State’s motioapjorove Mr. Mumm as the water master for
the Chama Mainstream Section have beerd.fileThe Court approves the State Engineer’s

appointment of Mr. Mumm as the water neador the Chama Mainstream Section.

r
M—f/\%
Kirtan Khalsa
United States M agistrate Judge

IT ISSO ORDERED.

1 Exhibit 1 is a letterfrom the Rio de Chama Acequia Assai@n, Inc. to the United States
District Court for the District of Newlexico, dated May 23, 2020, in support of the
appointment of John Mumm as the water master.
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