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File History Report

WilIe copying your file we noticed that there are one or
more 'Other Publications' missing from the contents of the
fie wrapper. At your request, we wil attempt to obtain the
missing publication(s) from alternative resources. Please

note that additional charges will apply to this service.
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1\ sysiem and meibod for providing on-IiDe ihird party
aa:ounling and statistical information is dislos. A ibud
party acoouting service receives a download reques sigial
uUimalely iniendt:d for an advertñ.tr Web sitt:. The downw
load request sigDal is generated wben a u!!r clicks OD ,
banner displayod OD a Web page of a frcquenily-visiiod Web
siie, 100 banner is published by tbe frequently.visited Web
site for the beefit of Ihe advertiser. 'Jñe third party reives
lhe download requesl l!;nu:, rather than poinling to the
advertser Web sit~, tbe baDner is configured to point to the
third party Web 5ile. 'Ibe third party Web site niaiDtains a
counl of all received download request signals generated by
clicking on the hanne. Sinc an advertiser hanner may he
di~Jayed at more than one rrequentlywvisiled Web site, the
third pany Web sile flUtbcr maintai 8 log coniaioiog the
address of ii frequeDlly.viited Web siie lhai displayed the
baner ibat gellraled the click as well as other ÍltformalioD
provided iiy tile llo;r Weh browser, The Ihird party sends a
redirect signal 10 the URr Web nrowser causing il to send a
downlo.d rcqucsllo ibe adveriser Web sile, Th advertiser
Web siie theu downloads ihe inroonation origioally sought
by tbe llr to his Web browser, The ibird parly .('umulales
and labulatcsslalù,tical infonD3lion inc1udJIl the Dumber of
click: on the. advertiser banner~ and dala indicahve or ihe
effeCliveoe", of the li.nner-publi5her frequeoily-vlSitod Web
site as an advc:rii:-ìl1g medium Such information is pmvided
10 th(; advertI.er and/or the baoDer publisher.
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1
THmf)PARfV ON.JJN ACCOUNTNG
SYSTE AND METOD THOR

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

'Ibc: prefiot invention rela1~ 10 Internet service)'

BACKGROUND OF TH INVNTON

Until as recently as five yeari: ago~ the Internet was uo;d
primarily hy the 5Cientific and technical community and wa.e,
rclafivd) unknown outside of such circl~. An DOW. five.
years hence. knowledge of ibe loternet. aDd ìb U~. are
ubiquJlllu:-.

ilusine~"õs have recogna.cd the benefiis or c~labJishing a
presence 00 the Jolcmcl. and, more paricularly, on the
World Wide Web (Web), One bencfii is IMt il is a convenienl
w.ay for both the buyer and th~ seller 10 do business;
pruõucis anù &:rviccs can be on.Jrcù oD-line. Another ben-
efit 10 a: husinc$.\i is thai for the money spcnl. its ader1ising
can reach a Jot of prospective customers.

One form of Jnternel adverûsng is 10 ~tablßh a Web site
operable to download at least one "Weh page" to a user
"visiliug" ihat Web sile. A Web page contains a siuglt. file of
hypertext information, wbich may be toxt, graphic- and even
sound. 'Ilie main Web page of a givcn Web site is referred
to as a "Home page," 'Ilie lIome page is iyiiically ihe firsi
page a uscr wil seC when visiting a site. Th Home page
usually contains hypertcxt "Iink..,, to other subsidiar Wcb
page~ prnviding additkmal information about the hus¡ne.,~.

A Web site IS ineffective as an advertisig tooJ unles JO
someone ,...iis it, An, ibe ooly o""s viilÚlg the sile ar
lhosc that have sougbt ;1 oul. To increase lbe lilibood of
such visitations, business may list their Websile on one or
more Web directori. A ustr interested in particuhir prod-
ucls or services can use a search engine h) search the Weh
directory and identify busines.~s providing such products Of
scrvccs and their Wcb address. lbc user caD tbcn "browse"
the Web ~itt:s of iht: bu~ine~ uffering 1m: pn.Ku(.1ssecvice
of inleret.

A direcrory listing increases the likeliho of a user
finding the Weh site of a paricular busioe",. Still, an
advertisr listing wi be found only if lhe user is lookig for
tbe goods or servces provided by ibe advertiser. As sucb~
many frcqucotly-vi~ited Web sites offer ousinesscs a more 45
aggressive alternative to a simple directory listing. In
particular, a huconci;-= can choi: to have a -'hannct' dis-
played or "poblished" by such a frquently-visiied siie,

The banner describes aD 'cea of , Web page thaI can be
uscd 10 display logos, eic" that will hopefully entic ihe 50
reader 10 obiain further informauon pertaining to thc banner.
If so eoticed,ihe reader can "click" on lhe banner, asuming
the banner is a link, and (ollow Ibe link 10, for example, the
Web silt: of lhe busi~ ubebioo" ihe banner. PJbe banner
provides~ubstaDli8Uy more of an Bdver~iÑng pJ~n(;e to the 55
advertisr than a directory listing, stnce, a1 lcast for II
t.'ODtractcd pcnod of time, me banncr is consicuously
dislayed on Ibe Web page, Thos, regardles of a usr

puip~ for visiing such a site, he may se tbe advenisr
hanner displayed.

While ihere is iypically no cosl for having one Web sile
listed in a dirc:elory. adVCr1L"iing with a hanocr is typically
provided (or a fee, The eosl of advcrtisiog at such a sile may
be based, for cxamplç~ on tbe Dumbr of limes. ibc site
displays the banner or on the DUmber of iimes a usr clicks 65
no the banner linked to the advertisr Web siieo Att~ of
course, ihe cost is based on Ibe popularily oflli freqoenily-

5,960,40
2

visiLed site. Whie anyooe with a Web site caD diilay a
banner,. idvcrtiiocrs wit wan to advcrtÏM ¡it frequently.
visited siies, sucb as Web direcioris and large seicc
providers thai offer their own information and online

5 resouics as well a! Inlernt ia: such as Aienca Ooh.
Compuserv, Prodigy and ihe lie,

Regarcs. of (be fee bas, boih ihe advertiser and the
idmralor of the banner'publishing siic wil typically
have 10 inicrest in knowing cetain staeistics pcrtainig 10

10 advertising effectivcne. For example, jf ihe lee ror the
advertising is based on the number of clics on the banner,.
lhen boih parties wil want lhis staiisrie, 'T .dverti can
obtaìo ihi inormation by interrogating an acc log maio-
tained by the advertiser Web site. This information,

15 bow~ver. is no1 dirctly itvlIihible (0 the banner-publishiog
site. While it can be obtained (rm the advcitKr. ihc
publi~hing.siic admiiiislratnr would presumahly prfer
r~ceîvjng the relevant stalisuQ) from an unbias sourc.

Further, since adveniscrs wil often advertis al more than
20 one location, boh ihe advertLo;rs and the publishers wil

typicany ha.ve an ¡niere-';t in the stati~ic'i pertaining to the
effectivencss of an individual puhlishing site at generating
lc:ad"i (or ihe advcriiscr. In other word~. they wil be intcr-
eSled in knnwing Ihe pe,conlage nf the total number 01

25 "clicks" on ihe banner generaicd by each publiin sileo

Currntly, such information is 001 readily available. To
obtain it reuires (bat too appropriate expertis is available,
aDd tbal Ihe server atihe advertisr Web site is approrialely
configured,

In view of the value of sueb slatii.es, and the relaiive
inconvcoiCf in oblainmg ~uch informaiion, a nee prr,.
enlly exists for an unbiaæd, readily available source of
.statistical/accnling informalion for Internt advertisers

35 and advertising pubHshers.

SUMMARY OF TIm INVENTON

A sysem and meihod for providing OD-Ii thi'" p.rty
acc"Ounting alKl slaiislÎcal information Î:i disclosd. Accrd-

40 iog to the invensimi. a hanner. displayed for the purse of
eniicing a firsi parly (osr) 10 viit a fourib pany's
(adverlio;r) Web sile, isselVd 10 lbe user's Web browser by
. second parly (baoner publisher), The ban""r is operable 10
download tbe addr~~ of a third-party (accounting and
statitical service) to the usr's Web brow,,r an establis a
li belween the user and ihe Ibird pany service. lk third
parly servce re""ives a download ceques sigoii from ihe
user's Web browser wheD Ihe link Ìb establised. and maiow
lains a count of re(,:dved reest signals and a log eniry
cuniaining the ~(;ond party's Wc:b site address and Olr
inform;iliuo piuvitl~ by the user's Web browsr. Th third
party servce redirects the Web browsr's download r"'uesi
signal (Q the advcrtiser's Web site, which selVes a Wehpage
10 ih user's Web browsr. Th meiho L, iransparent to ihe
user; i .C., as Car as the user is awarc~ ihc banner takes him
direcily to theadverriser's Web siic,

The lld pany 3Cc'Umulates and iabuJates slaLisical inor.
mation including ihe number of click on the advertr's
hanner, and further proidc.li data indicative of the eITccliYe-

60 ne,,' of die hanner publLo;er'. Web page ... an advertising
mcdium.

BRIF DESC'JP10N OF THE DRAWING

Further features ofthc inVCDtioo will bc mo appar-
eDt from tbe foUowinl detaied desiption of !opcifc

c:inhoimeot... thereof when cead in conjuncion with the
ai:ompanying drawings, in which:

WTS000009

Case 1:08-cv-03139-RRM -RER   Document 49-2    Filed 03/17/10   Page 10 of 94



5,960,409

can "c1ick" on it. such as by depresing a mouse buttOD. 'I
n.-cr's browser then connecL" to the. appmpnatc Web site
(rompuier), as diclaled by ihe URI. assated wiib Ihe Ii
and send. a dowDload requeM .igoal fDr a ""y of ibe

hyprtext sorce asciaied witb ibe URL When ihe copy

amves, Ihe bror displays ihe file io a fonoat dictated by
IIi II'ML, gene,aling a Web page on die use~" hrowsr.
Inehided iD ihe downloaded copy are Ihe specificatlOo.. of
ihe ooDDer 9 ami a..ocaled links.

10 If eDiiced by the baoner 9, ihe usr caD "click" OD it,
assuming the baoner has a link assoated witb it. In the pnor

'Th present invcmioo can be implemented over a network art, a banner typicaJy points Co the Web site 17 of the
5uch a... ih~ Interni. It is undersooo Lhai such a network is advertser. A dt)wnJoad request signal i 9a is sent from the
compris of m.ny computcrs linked over telecommunica- user's Web browser 3 to the advertL..r's Web site 17, 'Ibe
tion lincs aod communicating using varous standard pro- Web site 17 downloads infunnatioDI indicated by 1be rder-
iocals. Servi:rs which are programs ihal provide Intcrnel 15 eoce numtral 19b, to ibe user's Web bmwscr 3. Ibe dowo-
ri;urtXs (e.g, a Web p~ge), and clienlS, which are programs loaded information is a copy of a hyprtext ~utce file
th.i access ih"" resources on . user's behalf (e,g" a Web operable to generale a Web page of tbe advrtisr,
browse), are re~ideDt on such computers. Details cumxm- FIG. 2 shows an exemplary embodiment of an oD-line
ing &.uch computeno and software, aDd the proess of e!!iab- third party accounting and statislical system 1 according 10
Ij~hing communication lin are known to thos skilled in 20 the prescni Inveniion. As shown in FlG. 2. ihe system 1
the .11 and wil not be descnbe herein except as appropriaie includes the clcmenls of FIG, I, as wen as the Web site 13
for an under:\auding of the prest invcntion. of a ibird party acrnting: and stalLSticaJ servce, and Ibe

link created between tll 11..r'8 Weh hrowser and the thirdMoreover, for darily of expl3naiioo, fhis specification pariy Web site 13. With the addition of the Web SUe 13 of lht:
cootai"" 'enninology and convenLioll familiar 10 ibo 25 third pal1y seivice, and appropriate proamming. the infor-
.'\kiled in the art. Such termhlQlogy is oftn more ineiaphö. mation flow betwccn th usr aDd the various Web sites
cal than literal in nature. i,'or example. while iho.ç, .!killcd in changes a.~ dc~crihed below
the art may refei to "visiting'. a particular Weh Sttc, it should As desbed .ilxive for conv~nlÌD81 ~~iems. tbe li 11
bc appreciated that a user docs Dot actaUy travel to ihe web 10 lbe Web sile 5 is ..ablishcd by enteriDg the lIRL of the
~ite. Railer, a source fie thai Ih operable, in conjunctin wilb 31) Web sÌ1l: 5 into 1m: 'Wb bro~r J. Onc the link 11 is
the user'~ Weh hrnw,Scr, to generate a Web page on a user's e~hi:blish~d. the Web browser 3 stnds a download rçUC;Sl
computer mODilor is downloaded to the lL'iC'S computer. signal lIa to tlK Weh .ste 5. In re.ftponse, the Web site S
Those skiled in the ar are familiar with such metaphorical downloads infonnaiion. indicated by the reference numeral
terminology and havc an uoderstaoding of its literal impli- llb, to th'e user's Web browsr 3, Th downoaded infor.
cations and implementations. JS mation include a copy of the requesied hypertext source fie

FlG. I shows a prior art on-line system fur .dvel1",log, operable 10 geoera'e a Web page 7 having a banner 9.
with 8 banner 9 ~ ~buwn in FIG. It d user's Web brow~r As before. if ihe user is interested in more information
3 estabi~h~s a link ur conoi:cliliO 11 with a Wt:h site.5 of an about the: banner 9. be may click 00 it. .AoKling 10 the
entity displayiDg Ihe banner ("banoer publishet'). The ban- pre,.nt invention, tll banner 9 poinL' 10 Ihe Ihird party Weh
Der publisher is anyone who presents advertiiDg OD bchalf 40 site 13 ,aiher ihan ibe adverti...,'s Web siie 17 as in
of an advertiser. The banni:r publi:er wil typically be a conventional arrangements. As such. in a sy:~iem according
Web direL1ory (ir a large: service pruvjd~r ~uch a.\ America to the prescot ,iDvcnlion, clickng on tbe banl1cr 9 establishes
Online, Compuseive, Proigy aiid die like ihat OlfelS iheir a li beiween the user's Web browser 3 and the third party
own information and online re..urce.c;, as well as Internet Web site 13. Thi& is fa(.;JiLati:d by the operation deS(lÌood in
access, 45 operati"n block 101 of the flow diagram of FIG. 3, which is

Once ihe user is on-line, i.c., connected to the liuernet an exemplary method accordng to the present inveotion.
tbrough an lniernet Seivice Prvider (ISP), the liol 1110 rho Accrding 10 opration bl,x:k 101, Ihe hypertexl fie that
Web !iÎte 5 is established by lfenteringo, Ihe addre.$, i.e., the generaies the Web page 7 aad the baner 9 is edted or
unrform resource locator (URI.), of the Web site 5 into the originally codd :s that the banner 9 is operable. in con-
Web browsr 3 Ooce the liok i I L. estahlisbed, ,he Weh 50 juociioo wilh the u""r's Web browser 3, to fonn . hyper1xl
hrnWler 3 send, a download requo..' signal Ila to Ihe Web liol 10 the tbird pariy Web .ito 13 when clicked upon, Th
site 5. In rc5pon.c;~ the Weh l'ite 5 downloadc; information. aforemeniiooed coing includes the URI pointing to .he
indicated hy ihe referenc numeral llb, tD ibe user's Web ibird parly .ite 13,
browser 3, The downloaded information includes a Web If a user click" on the baoner 9 lormiog a li 10 the ihird
page 7 having a banner 9, The bannr li is an area of the Web 55 parly, lben, as indica'ed in operatioo block 103 of FIG. 3, ihe
page 7 that can be use to dii-play logos, elc.. that wil third party accounting and statistical service 13 receives a
hopefully enllce a u..r reading the banner 10 obiain furtber dowDload reest signal ISa from the user's Web browser 3,
ioformalion pertining to tbe banner, The third pary service 13 aocpt tbe downoad reuest

A'C will be apprecialed by (hose skilled in the an, a Web Mgoal lSa and incr(meDt~ a counter tbai keeps leack oflhe
page Ls a hypertext file or SOurce locled on a specific 60 DumberoflCt."eivedrequestsignais,8sindicatedinoperalion
computer, The hypertext souree inludes text as well as blOCK 105. Adiiionally, tbe ,hird party "'lVice 13 log.. a
iostrcuoos for the user's browser as 10 how 10 diplay such variety of information availahle from the 11..r', Web
iext. The instrctions are cod using a sci of spifcaiion browser 3. Such information can include th OrigiD of the
referred to a~ Hypc:rlt:x. Markup Languagc (ll"IL). user, Ibe address. of tbe banner publisher, aDd so fonb. 10 Ibi

The hypertext source contAÌDs one or more hypertext GS manner, tbe tbird party servce 13 accumulates stAtistical
"links" ihat .'poÎnt," i.c., providc ihc addrci:c;, to anniher information u,e¡eful10 the banner publisher and lhe advcr-
hypertext file. If a user wishes 10 "follow" the link, Ihe u,er ti,.r,

3
FIG. 1 shows Zl conveniioDal .sy~l~m for advertising wiih

a biUncr;
flO, 2 is aD exemplary embodimnt of an oo-line thi,d

parly accunting and staiistical system according to rhe
present lOvenlion; anú

flG, 3 is a Ilow diagram 01 ao ilustrative metho for
implemeuting tbe .ystem of flG, 2..

4

D1.fJ\IWD D1iSCRIPTON ol"n IE
INVEN'nON
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5
The download requ",1 rec'eived by Ihe Ihird party servMx

13 j~ ultimatelv intended lo obtain informalion from the
advertisr, As ";eh, Ihe ihird party sece 13 redirect. Ihe
received download requesi SlgIal 10 lhe .dvertiser's Web
siie 17, as indicaied in operation block 107. SpecificaUy, Ihe
redirecl requesi iSb is seni to the usts Web browsr 3 from
ihe third parly Web site 13, and. from i/ bmW!r, a
download reues 19a is senl In ihe advertiser's Web siie 17
Once Ihe download request signal is received by the
advertisr, ihe advertser's Web ""ge is downloided to the
user's Web browsr 3 as indicaied by reference numeraill.
The metho is transparent from the user"s point of view; he
is nor awar of Ihe "dctout' 10 ili ihid pany servia: 13.

In one embodiment, operation bloeks HIS and 107 can be
au:mplished as roDows, A Hypriexi Transfer PrOlocl
(HTI) seiver program at Ihe third party's siie 13 is
configued 10 isue a "302" redirect rcsponse when a specific
URL is rcqucsied. Such configuration involves editing a
configura iion file for ili HliP seiver program, When the
,!cifc UR 1S reque!Jed, ihe roque,t itslf and Web
hrowsr 3 information is recorded, and the redirect to th
iotendc-d URL, i.e" the advertr's Web siie, is issued, In
tbis manner, the user is tnlDspaicnlly redirted 10 tbe
adverti",r's Web siie 17,

It wil1 he appreciated that an advertiser Olay wil'h to
advertise at more than one locaLioop i.e., mort than one
banner.publishing siie If so, ihe advertiser wiU presumably
want to knowp among other slaiistics the cft'cctivcncss of
eacb of .he puhlising siles, i.e" whicb siie generales the
most visjts to the advertiser's. Weh site 17 (.ikewji;, a
banni:r.punlishing site may wish to display the advcrti~ing,~ J(
l.e., barirnr, of more than one adertiser. In a further
cmbodimcDl~ the present invention can tally clicks and
generate statistics for muhiple banDer-publihing sites and
multiple advertiser., Thib is accompli""ed hy using multiple
URLS, each poiniing 10 differenl enlry poinls .1 the ibir 3S
party Web siie 13, lbe third pary Web .ite, more properly
its ~eiver. accepts ihe incoming URI..';, accumulates

slatiMÎt:s. and redirects eacb user"s Web browser 3 to the
¡nlenc. (adv~riisr's) Web sih:: in the manner pr~\'iuusly
desribtd. Thu!!, click.~ origiml.ting from differenl publishtng 40
siteoe a,oç well a... those tn1ended for different advertLc;rsp are
each directed to different entry poinLe¡ at the third party Weh
siie 13, Asigoing muhiple URLs for ihi purpo is iUus.
trated by Lbe example below.

For th~ present example, lhen:: atö two oonner publishersi 45
"Pub AY' and "luh B" and three adverti.sef'õ "'Ibn 1/' ""an
2" and "Bin 3... Aùvertiser: Baii 1 amI Ban 2 hêJvç ibdr
banners di.played at boih publishers' Weh sil"'., Advertser
lIan 3 displays its hanner only with l'uh A, Exemplary URI-,
for the five hanners are a... follows. $0

Hanner
I'uhli"'~f Aclvcrtii.r URI.

PlibA
Pub A
Pub A
Pub n
Pub D

n.. J
Daa Z
Daa 3
Daa J
Deii2

bup';¡"'W g.nC'15 cOJlpub:/biinJ
bttp:í/ww.genøis.4;oitpubalbaii
bttp ilwww.iienesii.~omlptlbi/bii
btt'//W.geesiscoinpubb/lil!oi
http://ww.gee:j;.comipubb:baii2

'nUL.';, while advertw Han ls hannei al publiMir A poinis
to cnlry poiOl "pubalanlD ai the third party Web siie 13,
Ban 1's bannr al publilir B poinls 10 entry point "pubb/
banI," In this manocr, Ihe preseni invenlion ca bandle
mulliplc banner publiers and multiple advertrs.

A.. aJ)propfJaie~ the ihird paClY accunting and statistical
service 13 can proide a reliOrt to the adveriiser and/nr ihe

5,960,409
6

banner publi!Jer, lb reprt may include s1ali:ic ,ucb as,
for example, the number of e1ieb on ihe banner S, ihe
perceniage of clicks that ""ull frm the banir " hein
displayed on a particular b.nner publisher's Web page iflhe
tolal numher of impressio is known, ili number of click
on the baner per day, tli dale and lime of each click, ihe
origin of lbe u..er and so forth. Adilio.ally, Ihe ,"pon may
include corrlaiions develope fro sucb si.lisli"" and
ilustrative chart and grph. Typiclly, sucb a report would

10 be provided on a rt:gular basis.Whie the prescni invention fi particlar utiiy for use
in conjunction wiih ibe I.lemel, and, roo," specifiDy, ibe
World Wid Web (WWW, it can be applicable to oiher
suitably-configure neiworks. a.l wr;ll. Thus, in a more
generally applicable embodiment, the present inenlion pro-

15 vide a system and il method for third party accunting on,

a neiwork consisling of a pluraliiy of nodes wherein a user
at a flr.t node views a first quantity of information provide
hy a second no (publisher) for the benefii of a fourib oode
(advertiser),20 Although specific embndimenL' of tbi. invention have

ben s.hown and described herein,. it is to be understod that
there embodimenL~ arc merely ilustrative of the maay
po."o;ble specific anangemenL. and method thai can he
devised in application of the principles of the invention.

25 Numerous and varied other arrangement; and methos can

be devised in accordance with these pnnciples by Ihose of
ordinary :s in Ibe art wilhoul departog from ihe scpe and
spil o( l1 mvi;ntion.

I claim:
1. A meihod for accounting, wherein a fisi publiser

having a filSt Web site and a second publisher baving a
second Web sile each publiM adveniing for ao advert"."
having. tlurd Web sile, ihc melh comprising;

rccivingp at a fourth Web site, a first uniorm reSOUrce
locaior from a first \I~r'h Web brwser, ..hert:n the
firsl uniform resurce localor is obtained by Ihe first
usr's 'Nb browser from th fiSl Web site and wherein
the firsl nniform resnura: locator is assciated wiib
adverlisiDg (or the aÙVc.riber;

loggg, at Ihe fourih Web site, the receipl iif lhe firsi
unorm reource locator, in rtSooc to the reeipt of
the firs uniform resourc locatur;

redirecling, al ihe fourth Web siie, 100 firs user's Web
browser (0 the third Weo. i:itc in response to the receipt
of (be rust uniform resource locator;

receiving, al the fourth Web sitep a seond uniform
resource locator from a M:c."Ood user'~ Web brow~r.
wherein the second uniform re~urce locator is
obtained hy the second us.cr"s Web hrowser from the
second Weh $òite and whcrt:n the send unifonn

resource locator is as.t;Îatcd with advcrti:;ing for the
advertiser;

loging, at the fourth Web siie, ihe receipi of the second
unifor resource locator~ in re.topon.~ (0 reeiving the
sed uniform resurce locator, and

redirecting, aiibe fourtb Web site, tl second usr's Web
browser to lhe ihird Web site in rens 10 lhe receipl
of the: sççond uniform reurc loctor.

2, The melhod of claim 1 wherein ihe adertisng pub-
lished by the first public¡her is a filSt bann~r that i.e¡ assoia.ted
with the firs uniform resource Incator and the advcrtL.ing
publied by the seond publier is . send bani thai is
assiated wiib ili seond unrm reurce loaior.

3. The methd of claim i further eompring loggng at
least one of an indicium of the identiiy of Ihe firs.t usr and
an indicium of the ideOliiy of the firsi publisher.

5S

60
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7
4. The meiho of claim 1, furthe wmprising prep.ri .

rL-prt for one or boh of ibe .dvertio and the firs publisr,
th icport comprisin each receipt of tbe fi uniform

resrce locaior by the fourt Web siic.
5. Th method of claim 1 further comprig configuring 3

a Hypertext Tnnsfer Priix:ol ""rvr program at the fourth
Weh siie to isse a 30 redi~ ""pon"" whn ihe fi"'t
uniform resrce localOr is I~'"ivd.

6. The method nf claim 5 further compriin ediliog a
configuration file for the Hypertxt Transfer Protocol servcr 10
program.

7 A method for third party accounting 00 a network (hat
comprt"" a plurality of nodes, wherein. firs node and a
second node each publih advertising for a lIird node, ibe
meihod compring:

receiving. at a Iuurtb ooe, ii fir.i download requ~ ~ignai
from a fifth node, which fif! download request signal
is received by ibe fifth node from the fu.t noe;

logging, 01 ihe fourih nuÒ. th reoeipt of the firsi down-løad reque.tl ~ignal; 20
Iraosmiiting from Ihc fourth nod a second download

request signal to ihe fiih node, which second download
request signal dir the fifth nod iowards ibc third
node;

receiving, al the fourth no a ihi download requesl
sig.nal from a sixl1, noe, whicb third downlo:id reque."il
signal is received by the sixth nod from Ihe sendii;

loggng, at ihe fourih node, the rcoeipi of the third J()
download (tque~t !ignal; and

transmitting from th four node a fourh downlod
request signal to Ihe sixt nodc, which fourth download
requesi signal dirt~ thi; sith nod 10 the 1bird ixnk.

8. The mel hod of claim 7 wherein the adverliing pub- 33
Ii.hed hy the ""'t node for ihe ihii' iide is a fi",i hanne, ihal
is a.,,'Ocialed whh (he first download reque$t signal and the
advertising piibli.hod by Ihe second node for lhe ihi node

5,960,409

15

8
15 a seod banner tha I ii asiated with lhe send
download request signaL.

,. A method comprisng:
receiving a filSl unifonn recc localor from a fi""

bror.. whrein the first uniform resource loator is

obtained by the fi hrowsr from a ""'t Wdi site that
publishes adverlisin for an advertisr;

logging, in respOlse to the recipt of the fii unifonn
resource locator.. the reeipi of the firsi uniform
re~urc locator;

transittng, in resnse 10 the receipi oftli filSt uniform
resource locator, a second uniform resrce locator to
the 6181 browscr, wherein the second unifonn resource
localor is asiated with a second Web ~ik; thai i~

~ia1ed wilh the advertiser;
ftÄciving a thinJ uniform resource localor from a send

browser. wherein the tbird uniform ~ource locator i:
oblained by Ibe seond browsr from a third Wcb sile
Ihai publi_hos adveriising for Ibe adveriisr.

logging, in response to the receipt of ihe third unifonn
resorce locaior, the reccipl of third uniorm resorce
locaior; an

iransmjuiog. a founh uniform resouroe loctoc to the
send hrowser, whrein the fourt iiniform rc~rcc
locaLOr is as.~iaied wiih th seond Web ~ite~

10. TI method of claim 9 wherein Ihe lIr.t uniform

icsouree locator is uniquely asated with ihe fit Web siie
aod Ihc second Web siie, an wherein Ihe third uoiform
resource locator is uniquely associated with the send Web
site and the ihird Weh siie.

11. The method of claim 9 wherein the fist uniform

resourc locator is assciated with a first banner that is
publishd by lhe firsi Web siic and ihat is adveriising for the
advertser 800 whert-in the Ihm! unilonn reurL~ localur is
assiaied with a ,ccuml banner ihat is publilid by the third
Weh siie and that is al.i adverti.coing for the adverti:-r.

25
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ABSTRACT

A system and method for providing on-line third pary accounting and statistical

information is disclosed. A third party accounting service receives a download request signal

iiitimately intended for an advertiser's Web site The download request signal is generated when

a user clicks on a baner displayed on a Web page of a frequently-visited Web site, The banner

is published by the frequently-visited Web site for the benefit of the advertiser. The third par

receives the downoad request since, rather than pointing to the advertiser's Web site, the baner

,s configured to point to the third pary's Web site The tlrd party Web site maitains a count of

all received downoad request signs generated by clicking on the baner. Since an advertse's

banner may be displayed at more than one frequently-visited Web site, the third part Web site

further maintains a log contaning the address of the frequently-visited Web site that displayed

the banner that generated the click, as well as other information provided by the user's Web

browser The third pary sends a redirec signal to the user's Web browser causing it to send a

download request to the advertiser's Web site. The advertiser's Web site then downoads the

information originally sought by the user to his Web browser The third pary accumulates and

tabulates statistical information including the number of clicks on the advertiser's banner, and

data indicative of the effectiveness of the banner-publisher's frequently-visited Web site as an

advertsing medium. Such informtion is provided to the advertser and/or the baner publisher_

WTS000014
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",.'1'.., ,
TH-PARTY ON-LINE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM
-.---- AND-METiDTHEREFOR. ". ... -'-'-- ------.

5 Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to Internet services,

Bac~round o(the Inyention

Unti as recently as five years ago, the Internet was used primarily by the scientific and

10 technical community and was relatively unknown outside of such circles, And now, five years

hence, knowledge of the Internet, and its use, are ubiquitous,

Businesses have recognized the benefits of establishing a presence on the Internet, and,

more particularly, on the World Wide Web (Web), One benefit is that it is a convenient way for

both the buyer and the seller to do business; products and servces can be ordered on-line.

15 Another benefit to a business is that for the money spent, its advertising can reach a lot of

prospective customers

One form of Internet advertising is to establish a Web site operable to download at least

one "Web page" to a user "visiting" that Web site, A Web page contans a single fie of

hypertext information, which may be text, graphics and even sound, The main Web page of a

20 given Web site is referred to as a "Home page." The Home page is tyicaly the first page a user

wil see when visiting a site, The Home page usually contais hypertext "links" to other

subsidiary Web pages providing additional information about the business,

í

/
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A Web site is ineffective as an advertising tool unless someone visits it. And, the only

ones visiting the site are those that have sought it out. To increase the likelihood of such

visitations, businesses may list their Web site on one or more Web directories. A user interested

in paricular products or seivices can use a search engine to search the Web directory and

5 identify businesses providing such products or servces and their Web address. The user can then

"browse" the Web sites of the businesses offerng the productslseivices of interest,

A directory listing increases the likelihood of a user finding the Web site of a particular

business, Still, an advertser's listing will be found only if the user is looking for the goods or

seivices provided by the advertiser. As such, many frequently-visited Web sites offer businesses

lOa more aggressive alternative to a simple directory listing, In paricular, a business can choose to

have a "banner" displayed or "published" by such a frequently-visited site.

The banner describes an area of a Web page that can be used to display logos, etc" that

wil hopefully entice the reader to obtan further information pertaining to the baner. If so

enticed, the reader can "click" on the banner, assumig the banner is a link, and follow the link

15 to, for'example, the Web site of the business "behind" the banner. The banner provides

substantially more of an adverising presence to the advertiser than a directory listing, since, at

least for a contracted period oftime, the baner is conspicuously displayed on the Web page.

Thus, regardless of a user's purpose for visiting such a site, he may see the advertiser's banner

displayed.

20 Whle there is typicaly no cost for having one's Web site listed in a directory, advertising

with a baner is typically provided for a fee, The cost of advertising at such a site may be based,

2

./
"".../
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for example, on the number of times the site displays the banner or on the number of times a user

clicks on the banner linked to the advertiser's Web site, And, of course, the cost is based on the

popularity of the frequently-visited site. While anyone with a Web site can display a banner,

advertisers will want to advertise at frequently-visited sites, such as Web directories and large

5 service provJders that offer their own information and online resources as well as Internet access

such as America Online, Compuserve, Prodigy and the like

Regardless of the fee basis, both the advertiser and the administrator of the banner-

publishing site will typically have an interest in knowing certain statistics pertaining to

advertising effectiveness, For example, if the fee for the advertising is based on the number of

i 0 clicks on the baner, then both parties will want this statistic, The advertiser can obtain this

information by interrogating an access log maintained by the advertiser's Web site This

information, however, is not directly available to the banner-publishing site While it can be

obtained from the advertiser, the publishing-site administrator would presumably prefer

receiving the relevant statistics from an unbiased source.

15 Furter, since advertisers will often advertise at more than one location, both the

advertisers and the publishers will typically have an interest in the statistics pertaining to the

effectiveness of an individual publishing site at generating leads for the advertiser. In other

words, they will be interested in knowing the percentage of the total number of "clicks" on the

banner generated by each publishing site Currently, such information is not readily available.

20 To obtain it requires that the appropriate expertise is available, and tht the server at the

advertiser's Web site is appropriately configured.

J
i

i
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In view of the value of such statistics, and the relative inconvenience in obtaining such

information, a need presently exists for an unbiased, readily available source of

statisticalaecounting information for Internet advertisers and advertising publishers,

:; Summary of the Inyention

A system and method for providing on-line thrd pary accounting and statistical

information is disclosed. According to the invention, a banner, displayed for the purpose of

enticing a first pary (user) to visit a fourt pary's (advertser) Web site, is served to the user's

Web browser by a second par (baner publisher). The baner is operable to download the

i 0 address of a third-pary (accounting and statistical servce) to the user's Web browser and

establish a link between the user and the third pary servce, The third pary service receives a

download request signal from the user's Web browser when the link is established, and maintais

a count of received request signals and a log entr containing the second pary's Web site address

and other iníòrmation provided by the user's Web browser. The third pary service redirects the

15 Web browser's download request signal to the advertiser's Web site, which serves a Web page to

the user's Web browser. The method is transparent to the user; i.e" as far as the user is aware,

the baner takes him directly to the advertser's Web site,

The third pary acculates and tabulates statistical inormation including the number of

clicks on the advertiser's baner, and furter provides data indicative of the efectiveness of the

20 banner publisher's Web page as an advertising medium,

.-~ 4
í
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Brief Description of the Drawings

Further features of the invention wil become more apparent from the following detailed

description of specific embodiments thereof when read in conjunction with the accompanying

drawings, in which:

5 FIG, I shows a conventional system for advertising with a baner;

FIG, 2 is an exemplar embodiment of an on-line thid pary accounting and statistical

system according to the present invention; and

tZ
).

FIG 3 is a flow diagram of an ilustrative method for imlementing the system ofFIGJ.

10 Detailed Description of the Inyention

The present invention can be implemented over a network such as the Internet, It is

understood that such a network is comprised of many computers linked over telecommunication

lines and communicating using various standard protocols, Servers, which are programs that

provide Internet resources (e g, a Web page), and clients, which are programs that access those

15 resources on a user's behaf (e.g., a Web browser), are resident on such computers, Details

concerning such computers and software, and the process of establishing communication links

are known to those skiled in the ar and wil not be described herein except as appropriate for an

understanding of the present invention.

Moreover, for clanty of explanation, this specification contains terminology and

20 conventions familiar to those skiled in the art. Such terminology is often more metaphorical

than literal in nature. For example, while those skilled in the art may refer to "visiting" a

5
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particular Web site, it should be appreciated that a user does not actualy travel to the web site,

Rather, a source fie that is operable, in conjunction with the user's Web browser, to generate a

Web page on a user's computer monitor is downloaded to the user's computer. Those skilled in

the art are fumiliar with such metaphorical terminology and have an understading of its literal

5 implications and implementations,

FIG, 1 shows a prior ar on-line system for advertising with a banner 9, As shown in

FIG, 1, a user's Web browser 3 establishes a link or connection 11 with a Web site 5 ofan entity

jisplaying the banner ("banner publisher"). The banner publisher is anyone who presents

advertising on behalf of an advertiser. The baner publisher wil typicaly be a Web directory or

i 0 a large service provider such as America Online, Compuserve, Prodigy and the like that offers

their own information and online resources, as well as Internet access. i.

M ;ih /-a /I-t T
/À Once the user is on-line, i,e" connected to the Internet throug¥ latefiiet Servce Provider

(lSP), the link i J to the Web site 5 is established by "entering" the address, i,e, the unifonn

resource locator (UR), of the Web site 5 into the Web browser 3. Once the link 11 is

i 5 established, the Web browser 3 sends a download request signal i I a to the Web site 5. In

response, the Web site 5 downloads information, indicated by the reference numeral 1 lb, to the

user's Web browser 3 The downoaded information includes a Web page 7 having a banner 9.

The banner 9 is an area of the Web page 7 that can be used to display logos, etc., that wil

hopefully entice a user reading the banner to obtain further infonnation pertaining to the baner

20 As ".-ll be appreciated by those skilled in the ar, a Web page is a hypertxt file or source

located on a specifc computer, The hypertext source includes text as well as instructions for the

6

,I
¡
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user's browser as to how to display such text. The instructions are coded using a set of

specifications referred to as Hypertext Markup Language (HTML),

The hypertext source contains one or more hypertext "links" that "point," i.e" provide the

address, to another hypertext fie, If a user wishes to "follow" the link, the user can "click" on it,

5 such as by depressing a mouse button, The user's browser then connects to the appropriate Web

site (computer), as dictated by the UR associated with the link, and sends a download request

signal for a copy of the hypertext source associated with the UR, When the copy arnves, the

browser displays the fie in a format dictated by the HT, generating a Web page on the user's

browser Included in the downloaded copy are the specifications of the baner 9 and associated

10 links

If enticed by the banner 9, the user can "click" on it, assuming the banner has a link

associated with it. In the prior art, a banner typically points to the Web site 17 of the adveruser.

ie

A download request signal 19a is sent from the user's Web browser 3 to the advertiser's Web site

11
17. The Web sjte~Ådown1oads information, indicated by the reference numeral 19b, to the

15 user's Web browser 3. The downloaded information is a copy ofa hypertex source file operable

to generate a Web page of the advertiser.

FIG. 2 shows an exemplary embodiment of an on-line third pary accounting and

statistical system 1 according to the present invention, A1 shown in FIG, 2, the system 1

includes the elements of FIG, i, as well as the Web site 13 ofa third pary accounting and

20 statistical servce, and the link created between the user's Web browser and the tlud pary Web

site 13, With the addition of the Web site 13 of the third par service, and appropnate

7
,.' -.;.

"
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programming, the information flow between the user and the various Web sites changes, as

described below,

As described above for conventional systems, the link i I to the Web site 5 is established

by entering the UR of the Web site 5 into the Web browser 3, Once the link 11 is established,

5 the Web browser 3 sends a download request signal 1 la to the Web site 5, In response, the Web

site 5 dowJUoads inormation, indicated by the reference numeral lIb, to the user's Web browser

3, The downloaded information includes a copy of the requested hyprtext source:fe operable

to generate a Web page 7 having a banner 9,

As before, if the user is interested in more information about the banner 9, he may click

lOon it, According to the present invention, the banner 9 points to the third pary Web site 13

rather than the advertiser's Web site J 7 as in conventional arrangements, As such, in a system

according to the present invention, clicking on the banner 9 establishes a link between the user's

Web browser 3 and the third pary Web site 13 This is facilitated by the operation described in

operation block 101 of the flow diagram of FIG, 3, which is an exemplar method according to

15 the present invention. According to operation block 10 I, the hypertext fie that generates the

Web page 7 and the banner 9 is edited or originally coded so that the banner 9 is operable, in

conjunction with the user's Web browser 3, to form a hypertext link to the third pary Web site

13 when clicked upon. The aforementioned coding includes the UR pointing to the thid par

site 13,

20 If a user clicks on the banner 9 forming a lin to the third party, then, as indicated in

operation block 103 of FIG. 3, the third pary accounting and statistica service 13 receives a

8

WTS000022

Case 1:08-cv-03139-RRM -RER   Document 49-2    Filed 03/17/10   Page 23 of 94



3601

download request signal 15a from the user's Web browser 3, The third par seivce 13 accepts

the download request signal 15a and increments a counter that keeps track of the number of

received request signals, as indicated in operation block 105. Additionally, the third pary

service 13 logs a variety of information available from the user's Web browser 3. Such

5 information can include the origin of the user, the address of the banner publisher, and so forth,

In this manner, the third party service 13 accmnulates statistical information useful to the banner

publisher and the advertiser.

The download request received by the third part service 13 is ultimately intended to

obtain information from the advertiser. As such, the third par service 13 re-directs the received

10 download request signal to the advertser's Web site 17, as indicated in operation block 107.

Specifically, the redirect request 15b is sent to the user's Web browser 3 from the third part

Web site 13, and, from the browser, a download request 19a is sent to the advertiser's Web site

,17, Once the download request signal is received by the advertser, the advertiser's Web page is

downloaded to the user's Web browser 3 as indicated by reference numeral 19b, The method is

IS transparent from the user's point of view; he is not aware of the "detour" to the tlrd par

seivce )3,

Tn one embodiment, operation blocks 105 and 107 can be accomplished as follows, A

Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) server program at the third par's site 13 is configured to

issue a "302" redrect response when a specific UR is requested. Such confguration involves

20 editing a configuration file for the HTTP server program, When the specific UR is requested,

the request itself and Web browser 3 information is recorded, and the redirect to the intended

9

~,
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UR, i,e" the advertiser's Web site, is issued, In this manner, the user is transparently redirected

to the advertiser's Web site 17

It wil be appreciated that an advertser may wish to advertise at more than one location,

i.e., more th one banner-pùblishing site, If so, the advertiser will presumably want to know,

S among other statistics, the effectieness of each of the publishing sites, i.e" which site generates

the most visits to the advertiser's Web site 17, Likewise, a baner-publishing site may wish to

display the advertising, i. e., baner, of more than one advertser. In a further embodiment, the

present invention can tally clicks and generate statistics for multiple baner-publishing sites and

multiple advertisers, This is accomplished by using multiple URs, each pointing to different

10 entr points at the third pary Web site 13. The third part Web site, more properly its server,

accepts the incoming URs, accumulates statistics, and redirects each user's Web browser 3 to

the intended (advertiser's) Web site in the maner previously described, Thus, clicks originating

from different publishing sites, as well as those intended for different advertisers, are each

direced to different entry points at the third party Web site i 3, Assignng multiple URs for

15 this purpose is ilustrated by the example below.

For the present example, there are two banner publishers, "Pub A" and "Pub B" and

three advertsers "Ban 1," "Ban 2" and "Ban 3," Advertisers Ban 1 and Ban 2 have their baners

c1splayed at both publishers' Web sites. Advertser Ban 3 c1splays its banner only with Pub A.

Exemplary URs for the five banners are as follows,

20

10
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Baner
Publisher Myertjser URL

5 Pub A Ban i http://w genesis,comlpubalanl

Pub A Ban 2 http://ww.genesis.comlpubalan2" ,
. .

v
Pub A Ban 3 htt'//ww,genesis,com/pubalan3

PubB Ban i http://ww genesis,comlpubb/banl

PubB Ban 2 http://ww.genesis.com/pubb/ban2

10

Thus, while advertiser Ban I IS banner at publisher A points to entry point "pubalanl" at the

third pary Web site 13, Ban i IS banner at publisher B points to entr point "pubb/ban i." In this

manner, the present invention can handle multiple baner publishers and multiple advertisers,

As appropriate, the thir pary accounting an statistical service i 3 ca provide a report

iS to the advertiser and/or the banner publisher. The report may include statistics such as, for

example, the number of clicks on the banner 5, the percentage of clicks that result from the

banner 5 being displayed on a paricular banner publisher's Web page if the total number of

impressions is known, the number of clicks on the banner per day, the date and time of each

click, the origin of the user and so forth. Additionally, the report may include correlations

20 developed from such statistics and ilustrative chars and grphs Typically, such a report would

be provided on a regular basis.

While the present invention finds parcular utility for use in conjunction with the

Interet, and, more specificaly, the World Wide Web rN, it ca be applicable to other

II

.I
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suitably-configured networks, as welL. Thus, in a more generally applicable embodiment, the

present invention provides a system and a method for thrd part accounting on a network

consisting of a plurality of nodes, wherein a user at a first node views a first quantity of

information provided by a second node (publisher) for the benefit of a fourth node (advertiser).

5 Although specific embodiments of this invention have been shown and described herein,

it is to be understood tht these embodiments are merely ilustrative of the many possible specific

arrangements and methods that can be devised in application of the principles of the invention,

Numerous and varied other arrangements and methods can be devised in accordance with thes

principles by those of ordinar skil1 in the ar without deparg from the scope and spirit of the

i 0 invention,

12
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i.

,

\\
A\ ethod for on-line trurd pary accounting, wherein a publisher having a first

Web site publishes a vertsing for an advertiser having a seond Web site, the method

comprising the steps 0

(A) t a third pary Web site, a download request signal from a user's Web

browser, whi h signal is ultimately intended for the advertiser's Web site;

(B) unter, at the thrd par Web site, in response to receiving the

browser; and

nal and logging information available from the Web

(C)

2,

uest signal to the advertser's Web site.

The method of claim i wherein the dvertising is a banner capable of forming a

hypertext link to the third pary Website, and further tprising the step of associating, with

the banner, coding operable to fonn the hypertext link, '\

\

3. The method of claim 1 wherein step (B) furte\mprises logging at least one of

either the origin of the user and the address of the banner pubiishe~\

\\
4 The method of claim 1, furter comprising the step ofpr~Rarng a repon for one

or both of the advertiser and the publisher, the report comprising the nuin~ of download request

signals counted in step (B). \
\\, .I I

I .,., I-i ./ f
13

WTS000027

Case 1:08-cv-03139-RRM -RER   Document 49-2    Filed 03/17/10   Page 28 of 94



0~
)vJ \

lY

3601

5. The ethod of claim 1 wherein step (C) further comprises configuring a

Hypertext Transfer Pro ocol server program at the third pary's Web site to issue a 302 redirect

6, 5 wherein step (C) further compnses editing a configuration

fie for the HTTP server program,

7. A method for third party acc unting on a network, the network consisting of a

plurality of nodes, wherein a user at a first nod views a first quantity of information provided by

(B)

a second node for the benefit of a fourth node, the ethod comprising the steps of:

intended for the fourth node;

(A) receiving, at a third node, a signal fro the first node, which signal is ultimately

(C) redirecting the signal through the first node t the fourth node,

request signaL.

8 The method of claim 7 wherein step (A) fuer co prises receiving a download

anyone of a plurality of users, each using a Web browser to view a banner 0

9, An on-line third party accounting system for counting the umber oftimes that

14
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on ~baner to obtain additional information, wherein the baner is displayed by a fist par

a commu 'cations link established between the Web browser of at least one user of the

baner and a tlurd pary computer, the link established when the user

clicks on the banner;

Iuch computer is programed to count download request

signals received from the Web browser fthe at least one user when the user clicks on the

banner, each download request signal COITesp ding to a click on the baner, the tlurd party

computer further programmed to send a redirect sig I to the Web browser of the at least one

user; wherein,

once the redirect signal is received by the Web browser,

established between the Web browser and a computer of the second arty, and a signal is sent to

the second par computer, which second pary computer responds by do

additional information to the Web browser.

t,/ji~

15
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IN THE UNTED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Declaration and Power of Anomey

As the below named inventor, I hereby declare that:

My residence, post offce address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name.

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor of the subject matter which is claimed and
for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled TffRD-P ARTY ON LINE ACCOUNTING
SYSTEM AND METHOD THEREFOR the specification of which is attched hereto.

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understad the contents of the above identified
specification, including the claims, as amended by an amendment, if any, specifically referred to in
this oath or declaration.

T acknowledge the duty to disclose all information known to me which is material, to
patentabilty as defined in Title 37, Code of Federa Regulations, 1.56.

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, 1 i 9 of any foreign
application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any
foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a fiing date before that of the
application on ~hich priority is claimed:

None

I hereby claim the benefi under Title 35, United States Code, 120 of any United States
application(s) listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of th claims of this application

is not disclosed in the prior Unite States application in the manner provided by the first paragraph
of Title 35, United States Code, 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose alI information known to
me to be material to patentabilty as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 1.56 which
becae available between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT
international fiing date of this application:

None

T herby declare that alI statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all
staterne!1ts made on informaton and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made arc punishable by
fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 100 i of Title I 8 of the United States Code and that
such wilful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued
thereon,
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I hereby appoint the following attorney with full power of substitution and revocation, to
prosecute said application, to make alterations and amendments therein, to receive the patent, and
to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Offce connected therewith:

Wayne S. Breyer
Jason Paul Demont

Reg. No,: ~ '3
Reg.No.:~

Please address all correspondence to: Wiyne S. Breyer, LA W OFFICES OF WAYN S._.. - "-
. !3JllYBR"l_ M~lus Lane, Middletown, New Jersey 07748,; Telephone calls should be made to

Wayne S. Breyer by diahng Area Code (908) 706-3497.

Full name of sole inventor: Danie) ~ ~ 1--/0

Inventor's signature ~ 0..Date /i:f¡ Iff

Residence: Brom" New Y ork ~ ~

Citizenship: U.S.

Post Offce Address: 48 i Stratford Road
Brooklyn, New York 11218
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IN TI UNITED STATES PATENT AN TRAEMAR OFFICE

Verified Statement Claiming Small Entity Status
Under 37CFR 1.9(1) & 1.27(b) - Independent Inventor

Applicant, Daniel D. Wexler

Serial No,: nJa

Filed, nJa

Title: THIRD-PARTY ON LfN ACCOUNTING SYSTEM AN METHOD
THEREFOR

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that I qualiJY as an independent inventor as defined
in 37 CFR i ,9( c) for purposes of paying reduced fees to the Patent and Trademak Offce
described in:

IX the specification filed herewith with title as listed above,

o the application identified above

I have not assigned, granted, conveyed or licensed and am under no obligation under contract of
law to assign, grant, conveyor license, any rights in the invention to any person who would not
qualiJY as an independent inventor under 37 CFR 1 9(c) if that person had made the invention, or
to any concern that would not qualiJY as a small business concern under 37 CFR l,9(d) or a
nonprofit organization under 37 CFR i, 9( e),

Each person, concern or organization to which I have assigned, granted, conveyed, Jicensed or
am under an obligation under contract or law to assign, grant, conveyor license any rights in the
invention is listed below.

i: No such person, concern or organzatIon exists

o Each such person, concern or organization is listed below,

WTS000032

Case 1:08-cv-03139-RRM -RER   Document 49-2    Filed 03/17/10   Page 33 of 94



Separate verified statements are required from each named person, concern or organization
having rights to the invention averring to their status as small entities. (37 CFR 1,27)

I acknowledge the duty to fie, in this application or patent, notification of any chage in status
resulting in loss of entitlement to small entity status prior to paying, or at the time of paying, the
earliest of the issue fee or any maintenance fee due afer the date on which status as a small entity
is no longer appropriate,

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further tht these
statements were made with the knowledge that wilful false statements and the like so made are
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States
Code, and t1iat such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application, any
patent issuing thereon, or any patent to which this verified statement is directed.

Daniel D. Wexler

Name oflnventor Name ofInventor Name ofInventor

wg-
Signature ofInventor Signature ofInventor

P /1')Î(¿", t
Date Date Date
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IN THE UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

TNVNTOR(S) Daniel D. Wexler

CASE 3601

TITLE THIRD-PARTY ON LINE ACCOUNING SYSTEM AND METHOD
THEREFOR

THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRAEMARKS
BOX PATENT APPLICATION
WASHIGTON, D.C. 20231

SIR: /
Enclosed are the following papers relating to the above-named application for patent:

is Pages of Specification (including 3 pages of claims)
1 Page of Abstract
2 Sheets of drawig(s)

Declaration and Power of Attorney
Venfied Statement Claiming Small Entity Status
Return Postcard

This filing is by'a small entity. A verified statement under 37 CFR 1.9(f) & 1.27(b) is attached.

CLAIMS AS FILED
NO, FILED NO, EXTRA ~ CALCULA nONS

Total Claims 9 - 20= o x $11 = $ -0-

Independent
Claims 3 - 3 = o x $40 = $ -0-

Multiple Dependent
Claim(s), if applicable $130= $ -0-

Basic Fee $ 385.00
TOTAL FEE: ~
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Please fie the application. A check in the amount of $385.00 is enclosed to cover the lìing fee,

Please address all correspondence to: Wayne S. Breyer, LAW OFFICES OF WAYN S.
BREYER, 35 Malus Lane, Middletown, N.J. 07748. Telephone calls should be made to Wayne
S, Breyer at (908) 706-3497.

Respectfully,

LAW OFFICES OF WAYNE S. BREYER

By Ú?f 4 f¡$-
Wayne S.~eyer (j
Reg. No.: 38,089
Attorney for Applicant
35 Malus Lane
Middletown, NJ, 07748

Date: October 2, 1996

,.., Mad" miill"l llbol1 EG65428074 7uS
" "jt I2 /I. ¡qq¿

, , "ertify thBl th _ or li II Wnl de..~od wRb
, " Slat.. Pll Se .~ Mo Po OIic 10
" .. 'elvlct \ler 37 em 1.18 .. tt _ liM obOV
"SSM 10 tho Cor 01 f' "" T/Oemark$,

". D.C. 20ZL
. Wayne S. Breyer

i .. 01 prinlod .... of .. 1M __ .. fo)

.. !.Q~,l k
, "";.1 p";:'hn- ptp;,F
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t:"~.i.\..d/ UNITED STATES DE. ArENT OF COMERCE
Pate and Trademerk Ofic
Address; COMMISSOl OF PATE AND mARKS

Wsehli. Q,C, 2031

APPLTI NUMBER FIlINGOATE FIST NAED AlPU ATT DO NO,

(I '3! /.291 1 :~:e ii'/ll/'Õl, I'IE XLErl £'~rN "i(,;, i

L1'1.2 1 í II ~I I '../ AR UNI ~ PAPE~ 'lMl
:ilRI1;f 1"" I~

DATE MAIL~'7::'.1

~";Çi lJ",IE i=. BREYER
.::~, 11(~LU'::¡ LMIE
).1 ¡ r'ÇoLETm')N H,)' 1j"74:":

117/1.:-:l~J:='
This ie a comunlcUon from th exainer In charge of your appncalln,
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

OFFICE ACTION SUMMARY

i D Iii ri6-11 $ h\C;fTor-
l! Responsive to eeml\llRlsiitlollt:s tHed on

l\
o This action Is RNAL.

o Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecutlo a8 to the merits Is closed in
accordance wIth the practice under Ex parte Ouayle, 1935 D.C. 11; 453 O.G. 213.

A shortened statuory perIod for response to this action is set to expIre :: ~ month(s), or thirt days,
wtlchever Is longer, from the mailng date of this communication. Failure to respond within the perIod for respose wil cause
the application to become abandoned. '(35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of tIme may be obtaine under the provisIons of 37 CFR
1.136(a).

Disposition of Claims

¿(C,aim(s) i - 9 lsare pending In the application.

Is/are wihdrawn from considration.

lsare allowed,

is/are rejeed.

lsare objected to,

are subject to restrlctln or election requirement.

Of the above, clalm(s)

o Ciaim(s)

~ Clalm(s) l - cr

o Clalm(s)

o Claims

Application Papera

~ Soe the attached Notice of Draftsperso's Patent Drawing Review. PTO.946.

o The drawing(s) fled on Is/are objected to by the Examiner.
o The proposed drawing correcton. flied on is 0 approved 0 disapproved.
o The speciication Is objected to by the Examiner.

o The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Examiner.

Priori under 35 U.S.C. S 119

o Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a).(d).

o All 0 Some" =i None of the CERTiFIED copie of the prioriy documents have been

o received.

o received In Application No. (series Code/Seril Numbr)

o received in this natIonal stage application from the International Bureau (peT Rule 17.2(a)),

'Certified copies not received:

o Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priOrit under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e).

Attchment(a)

~ N()lice of Referenc Cited. PTO.892

o Information Discosure Statement(s). PTO.144, Papr No(s).

o Imerview Summary, PTO.413

Jd N()líce of Draftspersn's Patent DrawIng RevIew. PTU-948

o N()líce of Informal Patent Application, PT()152

- SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES -
QTOL.321 (R... 10l5)

.. uS GPO. 199'9-290:4002"9
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Serial Number: 08/729,188

Art Unit: 2764

Page 2

1. This application has been examined. Claims I -9 ar pending.

2. The disclosure is objected to becuse of the following informalities: page 5 line 9, the reference

to "FIG, 1" (the prior art) should instead be to "FIG. 2" (showing the instant invention); and page 7

line 14, "Web site 5" should instead be "Web site 17". Appropriate corrtion is required.

3. Claims 3, 5 and 9 are objected to as failing to pacularly point out and distinctly claim the

subject matter which applicant regards as his invention. See 37 C.F.R. § I .75(a) and M.P.E.P.

§ 608.01(1),

The examiner has made several assumptions at this point of the examination, especially as it

relates to antecedent basis, that will be clear from reading the paragraphs concernng claim objections

below, These assumptions concern the examiner's suggestions of alternative claim language which

appear to add a clearer understanding to the claims. These assumptions are cared through the

remainder of the examination of the claimed limitations. Applicant should inform the examiner in any

response to this offce action if any of these assumptions are incorrect and make appropriate changes

to the claims,

Correction of the following is required:

A. Claim 3 states that it is dependent on claim 1 when it is believed that applicant intended this

claim to be dependent on claim 2; this supposition is fuher supported by the phrase "the baner

publisher" in line 2 of claim 3 when no "baner" is introduced until claim 2 (note, however that "the

baner publisher" still does not have proper antecedent basis in either claim I or in claim 2).

ß, Claim 5 line 2, the acronym "(HTTP)" should be added afer "Hypext Transfer Protocol"

and before "server" since claim 6 references "the HTTP server".
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C. Claim 9 lines 6 and 9 each mcntion "the user" when "the at least one user" has already been

used, and has established proper antecedent basis.

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of35 U.S.c. 102 that form the

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Offce action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless _.

(e) the invention was described in a paient granted on an application for patent by another fied in the United States
befo,e the invention theref by the applicant for paient, or on an international application by another who has fuUi Ued
Ihe requiremenis of pargrphs (I), (2), and (4) of section 37 I~ of ibis title before the invention thereof by ihe
applicant for patent.

5. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.c. i 02(e) as being clealy anticipated by any single one

of the following:

a) Graber et ai. (US 5,712,979) (see at least the abstract, column 5 line 25 to column 7 line 15,

and column 10 line 45 to colum 15 line 55, paricularly the discussions concerning the "co-marketer",

"redirecting", ~d "bounty payment");

b) Graber et aL (US 5,717,860) (see at least the abstract, column 5 line 24 to c01wn 7 line 14,

and colwn 10 line 38 to column 15 line 21, paricularly the discussions concerning the "co-marketer",

"redirecting", and "bounty payment"; or

c) Kirsch (see at least the abstract and the remainder of the document, with partcular attention

being drawn to the "redirecúng" operation an the "accounting data" logged).

Referrg to the claims, each of the references discloses a third-par which logs specifc da!a

concerning the path which a user took to get to tht location, and a redirection operation which sends

the user to their preferr location based on the advertisement which they "clicked" in the first place,
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6. The prior ar made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's

disclosure.

Th cited but not applied references disclose various network baed tracking systems.

Particular attention should be drawn to the non-patent literature concerning the products I/PRO and

I1COUNT ("Research Firms Strive for Web Tracking That Counts") and the product Lilypad

("Streas Readies Release of Brethough Internet Media Planing and Assessment").

7. AJy inquir concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner

should be directed to Eric Stamber whose telephone number is (703) 305-8469. The examiner can
normly be reached Monday-Thursday from 6:30 M1 to 5:00 PM.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor,
Todd Voeltz, can be reached at (703) 305-9714.

The fax number for Formal or Offcial faxes to the Electrical Cluster is (703) 308-905 i or
9052. Draft or fnformal faxes for this Art Unit ca be submitted to (703) 308-5357.

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900.

EWS
July 9,1998 ~~Eric W. Staer

Patent Examner
Art Unit 2764
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Serial No. 08n29,188

IN THE UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

DDW..I~ II ß 1~

l ¡g-Patent Application

Inventor:

Case:

SenaINo.: 081729,188

Filng Date: Oct. 1 1,1996

Group Art Unit: 2764

Examiner:

Certificate QfMai1jne

E.W. Stamber

Third Part On-Line Accounting System and Method ThereforTitle: RECEiVED
NOV 25 1996

Group 27O'

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
W ASHfNGTON, D,C. 20231

SIR:

PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIM UNER 37 C.F.R. 1.36

Applicants respectfully petitions the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to extend the time

for response for the Offce action dated July 13, 1998 for one (I) month from October 13, 1998 to

November 13, 1998.

A check ,in the amount of$55.00 (applicant is a SMALL ENTITY) is included to cover the cost

ofthe extnsion. Duplicate copies of this petition are enclosed.

.I2J/1998 AIBRAH1" OOJS 08729188

1 FC:21S 55.00 lI

Date: '\\\~\"i'ò
DeMont & Br~yer, L.L.C.
244 English Place
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-2744

Respectfully,

By %C2 ~-J
Jason Pau DeMont
Attorney for Applicants
Reg. No. 35,793
908-903- 1 255

- I -
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~~.188
NOV 1 8 1!9 ~);~ t!

h-., g,'+~
r. plication

b~764~'
D.O. Wexler 1

IN THE UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Certficae of Mailine

Inventor: Daniel D. Wexler i hereby certify Uit t1is com:spondence is being deposited with
the United Staies Postal Service witl suffcient posiage as first
class mail in an envelope addressd to: Assistat Commissioner
for Paients. Washington, D,C, 20231 on November 13, 1998

Case: 1

08/729,188

Oc. 11, 1996

2764

E.W. Stamber

SenaINo.:

Filng Date:

Group Art Unit:

Examiner:

Title: Third Party On-Line Accounting System and Method Therefor AECE'Vi:ù
NOV 2 5 19Q~

Group 2700,

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231

SIR:

Enclosed are the following papers relating to the above-named application for patent:

1) Transmittl Letter with Certficate of Mailng (3x)
2) Amendment with Certificate of Mailng- 7 Pages

3) Petition of Extension of Time with Certificate of Mailing (3x)
4) Check for $55.00 Accompanying Petition of Extension of Time

Date: ii I ,? \'¡ßDeMo~.
244 English Place
Baskig Ridge, NI 07920-2744

Respectfully,

BYSt ~ 'Q
Jason Pa I DeMont
Attorney for Applicant
Reg. No. 35,793
908-903- 1255

- i -
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~':ED
IN THE UNITED STATES

ATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE NOV 25 1998 (

..,""_,,....==::...:::,,:OI,y 11 (l

United States Postal Service with sufcient postge as fi'st class ~
mail in an envelope addreed to: Assistant CommL'Sioner for

Inventor:

Case:

Serial No.:

Filng Date:

Group Art Voit:

Examiner:

Title:

Daniel D, Wexler

i

08/729,188

Oct 11,1996

2764

E. W. Sta ber

Third Part On-Line Accounting System and Method Therefor

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231

SIR:

AMENDMENT

In response to the Offce action of July 13, 1998, please amend the above-identified application

as follows: __
IN THE SPECIFICATION ~/

Page 5, line 9, Z~ I" to --FIG. 2--;
Page 6, line 12, ~e "a Intern" --an Internet--; and
Page 7, line 14, change"

//
INTHCLAI~
Amend claim/(

mended) A method for (on-line third part) accounting, wherein a fi publisher having a

first Web site publish(es) advertising for an
advertiser having a (seond) Web site, the method comprising (the steps of):

((A)J receiving, at a (third p Web site, a first uniform rerçe locr (request

users Web browser

2

3

\4

~ :
\8 ~

)J~ /f . I -
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: 9 "' ((B)) (incrementing a counter) logging at the fourt Web site. the receipt ofthe first unifoUD

::::-=~ (at the third part Web site), in response to (receiving) the receipt of the firs unifonn

r I a ~wnlOad request signal and logging information available from the Web browser);

(and)

10

11

12

download request signal) . at the fourth Web site, the .t usets Web

Web site in response to the receipt of the first download request

si(.l
w w

19 for the advertser;
20

21

22

23 response to th receipt of the seond download request signal

2. (Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the advertising published by the first publisher is a

.f bannr (capable offorming a hypertext link) that is associated with the firs yniform resource locator

(to the third par Web site), and the advertising published by the second publisher is a second banner that

is associate with the second unifonD resource locator (and furter comprising the step of asociating,

with the baner, coding operable to form the hypertext link.)

3. (Amended) The method of claim i (wherein step (B)) furher (comprises) comprising logging

at leas one of either (the origin) an indicium ofthe identity of the fi user an

of the identity of the (banner).f publisher.

2

3

4, (Ameiided) The method of claim i, further comprising (the step of) preparing a report for one

or both of the advertiser and the.f publisher, the report comprising (the number) each receipt of the

fi (download reuest signals counted in step (B)) uniform resonrce locator by the fourth Web site.

2

3

4

5. (Amended) The method of claim 1 (wherein step (C) furter comprises) further comprising

configuring a Hypext Transfer Protocol server program at the (third pa's) fu Web site to issuc a

302 redirect response when (a specific Uniform Resource Loctor is requested) the first unifOrm resoure

locator is reejved.

I. - 2-
,
,~I
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2

6. (Amended) The method of claim 5 (wherein step (C) furter comprises) further compnsing

editing a configumtion file for the (HlT) Hyrtext Trnsfer Protocol server progr.

2

(Amended) A method for third part accounting on a network (, the network consisting of)

that comprises urality of nodes, wherein a (user at a first node views a first quantity ofinfonnation

provided by a second n e for the benefit of a fourth fift node,) first node and a second nod each

bli h the method comprising (the steps of):

node, a first download reuest signal from (the firs) a.

signal is (ultimately intended for the four node)

3

4

5

((B) incrementing a counter in response to ceiving the signal) lo¡:¡:in¡: at the fourth node, the

receipt ofthe first download signal; (a

((C) redirecting the signal though the first node to. al n e u

fì

down load request signal djrects the sixth node to th third node.

2

3

4

8. (Amended) The method of claim 7 wherein (step (A) further comprises receiving a download

request signal. the adyertjsing published by the first node for the third node is a first banner that is

associated with the firs download reQuest signal and the advertising Wblished by IDe second node for the

third node is a second banner that is associate with the secnd download reques si¡wal

2

3

4

9. (Amended) (An on-line third part accounting system for counting the number of times that

anyone of a plurality of users, each using a Web browser to view a banner on a Web page, click on the

banner to obtain additional information, wherein the banner is displayed by a first par for the benefit of

a second par, the system comprising:

a communications link esblished between the Web browser of at least one user of the plurality
clicking on the banner and a third par computer, the link established when the user clicks on the banner;

the third par computer, which computer is programmed to count download request signals

received from the Web browser of the at least one user when the usr clicks on the banner, each download

5

6

7

8

- 3 -

r /
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

IS

19

20

2\

22

23

\ 24

\ 25

26

o~
27'j 2S

29

2

~.
~i 2

3

Serial No, OSn29,I88 D.O. Wexler 1

request signal corrponding to a click on the banner, the third part computer furter programmed to

send a redirect signal to the Web browser of the at least one user; wherein,

once the redirect signal is received by the Web browser, a communications link is established

between the Web browser and a computer of the second part, and a signal is sent to the second par

computer, which second party computer responds by downloading said additional infonnation to the Web

browser.)

A method comprising:

receivjni a firs uniform resource locator from a first browser wherein the firs uniform reure

locaor is obtined by the first browser from a first Web site that publishes advertsing for an advertiser:

logging in response to the receipt of the first unifor resource locator the reeipt of the first

uniform resource locatr'

transmitting in response to the receipt of the first unifonn resourc locator a second uniform

resource locator to the first browser wherein the second uniform reource locar is associated with a

second Web site that is associatd with the adyertiseG

receiving a third uniform resource locator from a second browser wherein the third uniform

. resource locator is obtained by the second browser from a third Web site that publishes advertisin¡¡ for the

advertiser:

log¡¡ing in response to the receipt of the third u"ifonD resource locator the reeipt of the third

unifonn resource loctor: and

transmitting a fourth uniform resource locator to the second broser wherin the fourth unifonn

resource loc is associated with the second Web site

10. (Add) The method of claim 9 wherein the first uniform resourc locator is uniquely

associated with the first Web site and the second Web site, and wherein the third unifonn resourc locator

is uniquely asiated with the second Web site and the third Web site.

4

i 1. (Add) The method of claim 9 wherein the firs unifonn resource locator is assoiated with a

first banner that is published by the firt Web site and that is adverting for the advertiser and wherein the

third unifonn resource locator is asociated with a seond banner that is published by the third Web site

and that is also advertising for the advertiser.

( REMARKS
The speifcation has been amended to correct inadvertent typogrphical errors.

- 4-

."1.) ,

WTS000049

Case 1:08-cv-03139-RRM -RER   Document 49-2    Filed 03/17/10   Page 50 of 94
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Claims 1-9 were examined and rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103. Claims 1-9 have been amended to

clarify the distinction between the present invention and the prior ar and claims i 0 and I 1 have been

added, Therefore, reconsideration is respefully requested in light of the above amendments and the

following remarks.

Objection to the Disclosure

The Offce action objected to the disclosure because of the following informalities:

i. At page 5. line 9, the reference to "FIG. I" should instead have been to "FIG. 2." The

speification has been amended accordingly.

2. At page 7, line 14, the phrse "Web site 5" should be "Web site 17." The specification

has been amended accrdingly.

The applicant wishes to thank Examiner Staiber for his careful proofreading of the specification.

Objection to Claims 3, 5 amI 9

The Offce action objected to claims 3, 5. and 9 under 37 C.F.R. 1.75(a) and MPEP 608.01(i), In

particular

Claim 3 ha been objected to because language in the claim could be read to suggest that it should

be dependent on claim 2, when, in fact, it is dependent on claim I. The claim has been amended to

eliminate any ambiguity.

In Claim 5, the acronym "HlTP" was objected to and has been replaced with "Hypertext Transfer

Protocol."

In Claim 9, each mention of "the user" after "the at least one user" confuses the issue of proper

antecedent basis. Claim 9 has been amended so as to make this objection moot.

3S U.s.C. J 02 Rejection of Claims J-9

Claims 1-9 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by anyone of the following
three references:

J. T.E. Graber et aI., U.S. Patent 5,712,979, issued Jan. 27,1998 (hereinafer "Graber I");

2. T.E. Graberet al., U.S. Patent 5,717,860, issued Feb. 10,1998 (hereinafter "Graber II"); and

3. S.T. Kirsh, U.S, Patent 5,751,956, issued May 12, 1998 (hereinafter "Kincb").

After studying the references, the claims have been amended to clanfy the distinction between the

present invention and the prior ar. In light of these amendments, however, the applicant respetfully

submits that the claims are now allowable.

- 5 -
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Independent claims 1,7 and 9, as amended, now recite, a node or Web site in a network that is

involved in the interplay of signals being transmitted among a plurality of nodes on a network. For

example, in claim 1, the interplay is between:

· a first publisher (e,g., Yahoo, Infoseek, etc.) having a Web site;

· a second publisher (e.g., Excite, HotBot, etc.) having a Web site;

an advertiser (e,g., Amazon.com, Sear, Ebay.com, etc.) having a Web site,

· a first user who is attacted to the advertiser's Web site by advertising on the first publisher's

Website,

· a second user who is attracted to the advertiser's Web site by adverising on the second

publisher's Web site, and

· a fourth Web site (i,e" the claimed invention) that is capable of keeping track of~
publisher's web site is responsible for referring eah user to the adveriser's Web site.

In other words, when there are in publisher's who publish advertsing for an advertiser, the present

invention is ideal for tracking which publisher's Web site is responsible for referring each user to the

advertiser's Web site. This is neither taught nor suggested by any of the references, alone or in

combination.

Furtermore, the present invention, as recited in the claims, has other characteristics that give it

advantages over the prior art.

fi, the present invention enables QM site to perform the accounting for ~ publishers.

This is advantageous because the cost of the system can be amortized over more than one publisher and

because it enables an advertiser to get all of its statistics from a single source.

~, the present invention enables the accounting site to be owned and operated by an

independent entity - one that is not associated with either the publisher or the advertiser. A

disadvantage with Internet accounting systems in the prior ar is that the accunting is pedonned by either

the publisher or by the advertiser. And because the amount of money paid by the advertiser to the

publisher is dependent on the accounting statistics collected, there is, or is perceived to be, the temptation

by the one doing the accounting to bias the statistics in its favor. In other words, advertisers don't

completely trst publishers to be honest and publishers don't completely trst adverisers either.

The situation is analogous to that in television advertising. Becaus television advertising fees

are based on ratings, television stations don't trust advertisers to tally the ratings and advertsers don't trust

television stations. Therfore, the need existed for an independent entity to tally television ratings, which

has been tilled by the well-known A.C. Nielson Company.

- 6-

WTS000051

Case 1:08-cv-03139-RRM -RER   Document 49-2    Filed 03/17/10   Page 52 of 94



Serial No. OSn29,J88 0,0, Wexler I

In the same way that television advertising needed an independent entity to tally ratings, the

Internet neds an independent entit to account for the referrls from publishers to advertisers. The

present invention enables that independent entity.

Th, the present invention can be used with, but does not reuire, "Qverloaded" URLs like

Kirsch or specialized software like Kirsch, Graber I, and Graber II. Instead, the present invention is a

vastly more elegant solution to the problems addressed by Kirsch, Graber I, and Graber II. Remarkably,

the appropriate choice of domain names and appended path names provides the present invention with

enough information to both: (i) collect the appropriate accounting statistics, an (ii) reire the incoming

URL to the appropriate advertiser's site. This is significant becuse it means that an accounting system

in accordance with the present invention can be constructed and opeted for a frction of the cost of a

system like that of Kirsch, Graber I, or Graber II,

Em, with comparisn to Kirsch, Kirsch uses "overloaded" URL which can cause infinite re-

direction loops. (Kirsch Co. 9, lines 48-50). Because the present invention doe not require overloaded

URLs, the present invention does not have this potential problem.

Therefore, beause the independent claims, claims 1,7 and 9, recite the interplay between

multiple publishers, an advertiser, and an independent accounting Web site, the applicant respetfully

submits that the claims, as amended, overcome the rejection and are now allowable.

Because claims 2-6, 8 and 10- i i are dependent on either claim I or 7 or 9, the applicants

respectfully submit that they too are allowable.

Request for Reçonsideratjon Pursuanl to 37 C.F.R. 111

Having responded to each and every ground for objection and rejection in the Offce action

mailed July 13, 1998, applicants request reconsideration of the inslnt application pursuant to 37 CFR

1.1 i ( and request that the Examiner allow claims i - I I and pass the application to issue.

Respectfu lIy,B~6?Q~
Jason Pa DeMont
Attorney or Apphcant
Reg. No. 35,793
908-903- 1255

Date: .. is~'\eDeMo~.
224 English Place
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

-7 -
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1. This action is responsive to the amendment fied 11/13/98. As per applicats reuest, claims 1-

9 have been amended and newly introduced claims i 0 and 11 have been entered. Claims i -11 remain

pending.

2. Applicant has corrcted varous inconsistencies previously noted in the disclosue, therefore

the objection to the disclosure for informalities is withdrawn.

3. Claim 7 is objected to as failng to paricularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter

which applicant regards as his invention. See 37 C.F.R. § 1.75(a) and M.P.E.P. § 608.01(1).

The examiner has made severa assumptions at ths point of the examination, especially as it

relates to antecedent basis. that will be clear from reading the pargraphs concerning claim objections

below. These assumptions concern the examinets suggestons of alternative clai language which

appear to add a clearer understanding to the claims. These assumptions are caried though the

remainder of the examination of the claimed limitations. Applicant should inform the examiner in any

response to this offce action if any of these assumptions are incorrect and make appropnate changes

to the claims.

Correction of the following is required:

Claim 71ine 6 mentions "first request dowioad signal" when "firt download request signal" is

more accurate and has been previously used. Line 9 mentions "the first dowioad signal" when "the

first download request signal" would be better. Line 11 mentions "seond request download signal"

when "second dowioad request signal" is more accurate.
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4. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing

to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter wlùch applicant regards as the

invention.

A. Claim 1 lines 14-15 mention "the first download request signal" when none has been

previously díscussed, thus not only lacking proper antecedent bass in the claim but also being

confusing as the item is mentioned in such a way as to lead one to believe that it either should have

been mentioned before or was mentioned before, but using different tenninology. Lines 21 and 23

each mention "the second download request signal" when none was previously discussed, thus not

only lacking proper antecedent basis in the claim but also being confuing as the item is mentioned in

such a way as to lead one to believe that it either should have been mentioned before or was

mentioned before, but using different tennnology.

B, Claims 2-6 are rejected as being dependent on claim 1 discussed above.

5. The following ís a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of35 U.S.C. 102 that fonn the

basis for the rejections under this section made in tlùs Offce action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(e) the invention was described in a patent grted on an application for patent by anoter fied in the United States
before the invention thereof by ihe applicant for patent, or on an interntional application by anther who bas fulfilled
the requirements of paragrphs (I), (2), and (4) of section 371Q of this litle before the invention thereof by the

applicat for patent,

6. Claims 1-1 I are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipate by any single one

of the following:

a) Graber et al. (US 5,712,979) (see at least the abstact, colum 5 line 25 to colwn 7 line 15,

and column 10 line 45 to column 15 line 55, parcularly the discussions concerning the "co-marketer",

"redirecting", and "bounty payment");
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b) Graber et al. (US 5,717,860) (se at leas the abstract, colum 5 line 24 to column 7 line 14,

and column 10 line 38 to column 15 line 21, paricularly the discussions concernng the "co-marketer",

"redirecting", and "bounty payment");

c) Kirsch (see at least the abstract and the remainder of the document, with paricular attention

being dravv' to me "redirecting" operation and the "accounting data" logged); or

d) Graber et al. (US 5,812,769) (see at least the abstract, colum 5 line 25 to colum 7 line 15,

and colum 10 line 39 to column 14 line 44, parcularly the discussions concerning the "co-marketer".

"redirecting", and "bounty payment").

Referrng to the claims, each of the references discloses a third-part which logs specific data

concerning the path which a user took to get to that location, and a reirection operation which sends

the user to their preferred location based on the advertisement which they "clicked" in the first place.

Note, the "publisher", "Web site", and "advertser" language of the claims does not contribute a

patentable distinction over the prior ar since these items are inherent in the World Wide Web.

7. Applicant's arguments filed i 1/13/98 have been fully considere but they ar not persuasive.

As per the rejections under 35 USC I02(e) as being clearly anticipated by any of the, now,

three separate Graber et al. references or the single Kirsch reference, the rejections are maintained and

the new Graber et aI. reference is included and all reference rejections are extended to cover the newly

introduced clais 10 and 11, as applicant's arguments are not persuasive.

Applicant, at me top of page 6, goes though a lengty example of the underlyig method

using real world examples of the various Web sites, publishers and advertisers, however the examiner

submits that this example, and the claim limitations to which it corresponds, are clearly disclosed by

each of the references in just the abstract of each reference:
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a) Graber et al. (US 5,712,979):

"A method and apparatus for tracking the navigation path of a user that has been

directe to a second site on the WWW from a first site on the WWW. A UR is received at

the second WWW site when the user is directed from th fit site to the second site. At the

second WWW site, information representative of an identity of the first WWW site is captured

by identifyng a first code in the URL. A destination web page is determined for the user, and

a revised destination web page is formed by ataching a second code representative of the

identity of the first WWW site into at least one selected web page link associated with the

destination web page. The revised destination web page is then transmitted to the user."

b) Graber et aI. (US 5,717,860):

"A method and apparatus for tracking the navigation path of a user that has been

directed to a second site on the World Wide Web (WWW) frm a first site on the WWW. The

first site has a universal resource locator (URL) symbol for uniquely identifying an address of

the first site on the WWW, and the second site has a UR symbol for uniquely identifyng an

address ofthe second site on the WWW. A composite URL sybol is received at the second

WWW site when the user is directed from the first site to the second site. The composite UR

symbol has a first portion corresponding to the URL symbol of the second site, and a second

portion that includes information corresponding to the identity of the first site. hiformation

representative of the identity of the first WWW site is captud at the second WWW site from

the second portion of the composite URL. The identity of the fist WWW site is then

determined at the second WWsite by comparng information from the second portion of the

composite URL to a table having a plurity of entres each of which is reresentative of a

known WW site."

c) Kirsch:

"A Web server computer system provides for server based controlled mangement over

a client reference to a resource locator inependently selected by a client computer system and
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referencing a server external Web server. The Web server system provides a client system with

a predetermined URL reference to the Web server system encoded with predetermined

redirection and accounting data including a reference to a second server system. On receipt by

the first Web server system of the predeteTIned URL reference from the client system, the

predeteiined redirection and accounting data is decoded from the predetermined URL and

processed by the Web server system to provide the client system with a redirection message

including the reference to the second server system. The accounting data is processed by the

Web server sytem and resulting data is selectively stored by the Web server system."

d) Graber et al. (US 5,812,769):

"A method and appartus for redirecting a user from a fist location on the WWW to a

second loction on the WWW, wherein relative URL addressing is used durg the redireting

process. A signal is received from the first location indicating that the user wishes to move

from the firs location on the WWWto the second location on said WWW. In response to the

signal, a current URL representing an address of the first location on the WWW and a

destination URL portion representative of an address of the second loction on the WWW are

passed to a redirecting means. Th curnt UR includes first and second portions. A

destination UR is formed with redirctng mean by substituting the destination URL portion

in place of the second portion in the currnt URL, wherein the destination URL represents a

relative address ofthe second location on the WWW. The user is then moved from the first

location on the WWW to the second location on the WWW in accordance with the destination

URL formed by the reirecting mean."

It is clear from at leat these abstracts and the other referenced portions of each individual

reference that applicant's claimed limitations are met by the references.

Applicant next argues, on the remainder of pae 6 through 7, that the present invention has

other charctenstic advantages over the prior ar.
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The first being that "the present invention enables ll site to pedonn the accounting for

I! publishers.", however the "redirecting" site of each of the references c1earl)' perfonns this

same function.

The second being that "the present invention enables the accounting site to be owned and

operated by an independent entity -. one uit is not associated with either the publisher or the

advertiser. ", however the examiner submits that the "redirecting site" of the references is an

independent entity. Reference is mae to a "co-marketer", however this is only because they have the

Web site UR on their page, Neverteless, this arguent is moot since the claimed limtations do not

reflect such an arguent.

The third being tht "the present invention can be used with, but does not require, 'overloaded'

URLs like Kirsch or specialized softwae like Kirsch, Graber 1, and Graber II.", however this

argument is not readily understood as the "redirecting" operation of either Kirsch or any of the Graber

et al. references acts to record accounting data and then redirect the user to the Web site which they

requested in the same fashion as claimed and described by applicant. The "overloaded URLs"

arument is moot as the claimed limitations do not reflect such an argwnent,

The four being that "with comparson to Kirsch, Kirsch uses 'overloaded' URLs which cap

cause infinite rediretion loops.", again it is not appant how this '"overloaded URLs" argwnent

applies to the claims. The examiner submits, and wil state again, that each of the references discloses

a third-part which logs specific data concerning the path which a user took to get to that location.

and a redirection operation which sends the user to their preferred location based on the advertsement

which they "clicked" in the first place,
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For these reasons the rejection is maintaned as set fort in section 6 above.

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in tls Offce

action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION is MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is

reminded of the extension of time policy as set fort in 37 CFR 1.36(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire TIE MONTHS

from the mailng date of this action. In the event a first reply is fied within TWO MONTHS of the

mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until afer the end of the THREE-

MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the

advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from

the mailng date of the advisory action. In no event, however, wil the statutory period for reply expire

later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action.

9, Any inquir concernng tls communication or ealier communcations from the examer

should be directed to Eric Staber whose telephone number is (703) 305-8469. The examiner ca
normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 6:30 AM to 4:00 PM.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccssful, the examiner"s suprvisor,
Allen MacDonald, can be reached at (703) 305-9708.

The fax number for Formal or Offcial faxes to Technology Center 2700 is (703) 308-905 i or
9052. Draf or Informal faxes for this Ar Unit ca be submitted to (703) 308-5397.

Any inquiry of a general natue or relating to the sttu of tls application should be directed to

the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900.

EWS
Februry 4, 1999 ~7J~

Eric W. Stamber
Primary Examiner
Art Unit 2765
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LS NCT WAIVED AND MUST INClUDE THE SUBTANCE OF THE INTRVIEW, (Se MPEP Secio 713,04). II a respnse to the las 011 ice
action he. are ready been flie. APPUCANT IS GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE TO ALEA STATEMENT OF THE
SUBSTANCE OF THE INTRVIEW.

~1L-L SJ"M\'í A-FT
_11 a :: ,.l) £65 v~ -r ßEM IÎ\L¿
~, PêC-\ E\ c ß"r9 P t.,

2, fJ Sinc Ina Examiner's Intervew summ aoova Ctncludrn any attacht.) reftec1 a complete re to each oIlha objeons,
rejectio end reqlremelS thet may be preseni in th ia om action, an sine the claims are no aIowaDle, this comi lorm
is core to ruiialthe repo reireents olthe last Off aclio, Apficant is not reieed frm providing a separate record of
Ihe interview unless box 1 aboe is als ch,

Exam,nei Nole: You mus sign thi. form unle ft is an allctmentlo imotr fo.

FOR~ l'TOL..'3 (RE t.9&
~7J~

'" U:i ('''0 i996-4To-l:R/4CC51
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Patent Application

IN THE UNITED STATES OffiCialj,fI M
PATENT AND TRADEMAR::.::.:.. if J.i

Daniel D. Wexler i herey certify thaI !h. co~pondence is being facsimile r ~ I
trsmitted lolbe Paleni and Trad Offce (Fax No. 7OJ-305.'\ I 1i 0040) aD May 3. 199. .tliJ1 lJ f

OSn29,I88
s ce~"1e¡ !:.0ul DeMontOct. i J. i 996 "-

2764

E.W. Stamber

Third Pa On-Line Accounting System and Method Therefor

Inventor:

Csse:

ScrisINo.:

Filng Dste:

Group Art Unit:

Examiner:

Title:
FAX RECEIVED

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
WASHINGTON, D,C. 20231

SIR:
MM 0;) 1999

Group 2700

CHGE OF CORRSPONDENCE ADDRESS

In accordance with the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, § 60 i ,03, please change the

mailing address for a\l conespondence in the above-identified application 10:

Jason Paul DeMont
DeMont & Breyer. L.L.C.
244 English Place
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Respetfully, Q
BY~l e-QLQ\li
Jasn Pa DeMont
Attorney or Applican(s)
Reg. No. 35,793
908-903- 1255

1 l:

Date: i¡ i~i"l.DeM~.
224 English Place
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

- i of 1-
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244 ENGLISH PLACE
BASKING RIDGE, NJ 07920

MIDDLETOWN OHleE

35 MALUS LANE
MIDOLETOWN, NJ 077.8

.. I)NL v ADMlniO IN l"A

.. AJSO ADMITED IN NY

TEL: 908-903-1255

FAX: 90&-903.1256
bnp:l/www.dblaw.com

TEL 732.706. J491
FAX' 132-706.9098

F A X C 0 V E R SHE E T

TO: Examiner Eric Stamber

PHONE: 703-305-8469

DATE: May 3, 1999

FAX: 703-305-0040

FROM: J. P. DeMont

RE: Serial No. 08/729,188

Number of pages including cover sheet: 8
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IN THE UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Palent Applleatio.
Catificl!'l of Trasmission 

Inventor:

Case:

SeriatNo.:

Daniel D. Wexler I hen:y certify Ihallhi corrpondencc is being facsimile
Itanilled 10 1/ Palenl and Tradcmii Offce (Fax No 70i.JOS.
0040) on May J. 1999,i

08n29,188

Filng Date: Oct,)I,I996
Group Art Unit: 2764

Examiner: E.W. Stamber

Title: Third Par On-Line Accounting System and Meihod Therefor

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PA TENTS
W ASHrNGTON. D,C. 20231

SIR:

. ~

f.~
FAX RECEIVED n'

M:~Y 031999

Group 2700

AMENDMENT

(n response to the Ofce action of Februar 9, 1999. please amend the above-identified

application as follows:

IN TIE CLAIMS
Amend claim i:

2

J

I. (Twice Amended) A method for accounting, wherein a first publisher having a first Web site

and a second publisher having a second Web site each publish advertising for an advertiser having a third

Web site, the method comprising:

receiving. at a fourt Web site, a first uniform resource loctor from a first user's Web

browser, wherein the first unifonn resource loator is obtained by the first usets Web browser from

the first Web site (where) and wherein the first uniform resource locator is associated with

advertising for the advertiser;

logging, at the fourth Web site, the receipt of the first unifonn resource locator, in response to

the receipt of the first uniform resource loctor;

redireting, at the fourth Web site. the first usets Web browser to the third Web site in

response to the receipt of the first (dowiload request sigDal) uniform resurce locator;

receiving, at the: fourt Web site, a seond uniform resoUrce loctor from a second user's Web

browser. wherein the second uniform resource locator is obtined by the second user's Web browser

4

lO

II

12

13

- i ors-

"'j
f

f,.
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from the second Web site (where! and wherein the second uniform resource locator is associated

with advertsing for the advertiser;

logging, at th fourth Web site, tle receipt of the second unifonn resource locator. in

response to receiving the second (download request signal! uniform reurce locator; and

redirecting, at th fourt Web sitc, the secon user's Wcb brows to the third Web site in

response to the receipt of thc second (download request signal! uniform resource locator

3. (Twice Ameed) The method of claim 1 furter comprising logging at least one of (either! an

indicium ofthe identit of th firit user and an indicium orthe identity of the first publisher.

7. (Twice Amended) A metod for third part accounting on a netork tht comprises a plurality

of nodes, wherein a firs node and a secnd node each publish advertising for a third node. the method

comprising:

receiving, at a fourt node. a first downloa reuest signal from a fifth node, which first

(request! download request signal is received by the fift node from thc first node;

logging, at the fourh node, the receipt ofihe first download ~ signal;

transmitting fr thc fourth nodc a second (request) download ni signal to the fifth

node, which seond download request signal directs the fift node towards thc third node;

receiving, at the fourt node, a third download reque signal from a sixth node, which third

download reuest signal is reeived by the sixth node from the second node;

logging, at the fourth node, thc receipt orthe third download request signal; and

transmitting from the fourth noc a fourt download request signal to the sixth node. which

fourth download reques signal diiets the sixth node to the third node.

REMARKS
Claims I-i I were exained and rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102 and 112, second paragraph, and

remain pending. Claims 1 and 7 wer amended to address the 112, second pargraph. issues and claim 3

has been amended to delete a superfuous word.

Thc applicat wishes to thank Exøminer Stamber for the interiew at the USPTO last Thursdy

and includes the following remarks, which summarze the discussion at th inteiew. Therefore,

reconsideration is respectflly reuested in light oftbe above amendments and the following remarks.

35 U.S.C. 102 Reìeeon or Claims 1.9

-200.
---,

:
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Claims 1- 1 i were rejected unde 35 U.S.C. I02(e) as being anticipated by anyone of the

following four references:

J. T.E, Graber et al., U.S. Patent 5,712,979, isued Jan. 27, 1998 (hereinaftr "Graber in);

i. T.E. Graber et al., U.S. Patent 5,717,860, issued Feb, 10, 1998 (hereinafter "Graber U");

3. T.E. Grabe et aI., U.S. Patt 5,812,769, issued Sep. 22, 1998 (hereinaftr "Graber III"); and

4. S.T. Kirsch, U.S. Patent 5,751,956. issue May 12,1998 (hereinafter "Kinch").

The applicant respecully traverses the rejecion for the following reasons.

Independent claim I reites the intelay of signals that are transmitted between a browser (e,g ,

Netscapc Navigator, Internet Explorer, etc.) and a plurality of Web sites for the purpose of keeping track

of which Web sites are responsible for directing th user of the browser to anoter Web site. For

example, in claim i, the interplay is between:

. a first publisher (e.g., Yahoo, Jnfoseek, etc.) having a first Web site;

a secnd publisher (e.g., Excite, HotBot, etc.) having a second Web site;

an advertiser (e.g., Amlln.com, Sears, Ebay.com, e/c.) having a third Web site,

a first user having a Web browse who is attracted to the advertiser's Web site by advertising

(e.g" a banner, etc.) on the first publisher's (e.g., Yahoo, Infosek, etc,) Web site,

a second user having a Web browser wh is attrated to the advertiser's Web site by

advertising on the second publishets (e.g., Excite, HotBot, cic.) Web site, and

· a fourt Web site (i.e" the acounting Web site) that is capable of keeping track of which

pubiisher's web site is resposible for referrng each user to th adveriser's Web site. .

It should be understood that the steps in claim J ar all rcitedfrom the perspective of the fourth Web slle.
In other words, when there ar multiple publisher's who publish advertsing for a single advertiser, the

present invention is ideal for trcking which publisher's Web site is responsible for referring each user to

ihe adiiertisets Website, This is neither t3ught nor suggesed by any of the references, alone or in

combination.

In particular, the references neither teach nor suggest, alone or in combination, this combination

and interaction of four Web sites.

Furthennore, the prsent inveniion, as reite in the claims, has other cha/lcteristics that giiie ii

advantages over the prior ar.

First, th preset invention enables ~ site to perform the accounting for multiple publishers for

one advertiser. This is advantageous beus the cost of a system in accordance with the present

lJ, -30fS--L

WTS000069
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invention can be amonize over more than one publisher and becaus it enables an advertser to gel all of

its statistics from a single source.

~cond, the prent invention enables the accounting site to be own and operated by an

independent entity - one that is not associated with either the publisber or the advertiser, A

disadvantage with Internet accounting systems in the prior ar is that the accounting is performed byeiiher

the publisher or by tbe advertiser. And beause the amount of money paid by the advertiser to the

publisher is dependent on the accounting sttistics collected, ther is, or is pereived to be, the temptation

by the one doing the accounting to bias the sttistics in its favor. In otber words, advertisers don"t

completely trst publishers to be honest an publishers don't completely trust advertisers either.

For example, it is contemplated that the system of Kirsch is to be opeated by a publish.. (e.g.,

Infoseek, Yahoo, erc,) and the system of Graber I, Graber II and Grabe II is to be operated by the

advertiser (e,g., Amazn.com, ebay.com, e,c.), but the present invention can be operated by an

independent entity that is neither tbe publisher nor the advertise.

The situation is analogous to that in television adverising. Because television adverising f~s

are baed on ratings, television stations don't trust advertise to tally the ratings and advertisers don't trust

television stations. Therefore, th nee existed for an indeoendent entity to tally television ratings, which

has been filed by the well-known A,C. Nielson Company.

I n the same way that television advertising needed an independent entity to tally ratings, the

Internel needs an independent entity to account for the referrals from publishers to advertisers. The

present invention enables that indepedent entity.

Third, the present invention can be used with, but doe not reuire, "overloaded" URLs like

Kirsch or specialized softar like Kirsch, Graber I, Graber II and Graber III. Instead, the present

invention is a vastly mor elegant solution to the problems addresse by Kirsch, Graber I, Graber If and

Graber III. Remarably, the appropriate choice of domain names and appended path n8Jes provides the

present invention with enough infonnation to both: (i) collect the appropriat accounting statistics. and

(ii) redirect the incming URLs to the appropriate advertiser's site. This is significant because it means

that an accounting system in accordane with th present invention can be constrcted and operated for a

fraction of the cost of a system like that of Kirsch, Graber I, Graber II or Graber II.

Fourth, with compaison to Kirsch, Kirsch uses "overloaded" URLs which can cause infinite re.

direction loops. (Kirsch Co. 9, lines 48-50). Because th preent invention does not require overloaded

URLs, the present invention does not have this potential problem.

- 4 0(5-
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Therefore. because the independent claims, claims 1,7 and 9, recite the interlay beeen four

~: multiple publishers' sites, an adyenisets site. and an indendent accounting site, the applicant

respectfully submits that the claims. as amended. overcome the rejection an are now allowable.

Because claims 2-6, 8 and \0- I I are dependent on either claim i or 7 or 9, the applicants

respectflly submit that they too ar allowable.

ReqUe5t for Reonsideration Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 11 i

Having responded to each and every ground for objection and rejection in the Offce action

mailed Februar 9, 1999, the applicant reuest rensideration ofthe instat application pursuant to 37

CFR i .11 J and requests that the Examiner allow claims i-I i and pass the application to issue.

Respectully, (2Bya.. 0 :c\4
Jason Pal DeMont
Attorney for Applicant
Reg. No. 35.793
908-903- i 255

Date: -J~ b" '
DeMont & Breyer. L.L.C.
224 English Place
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

.5 of 5.
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IN THE UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE Official

Patent Application
Cerificate of Tr.amission

Inventor: Daniel D. Wexler I hereby certifY i1øl this corrence is being facsimile
ir..mined to the Potent ii Traemark Offce (Fax No, 703.JC'S-
0040) on May J. 1999.Case: i

Serial No.: OSn29,IS8

Filing Date: Oct. Ii, i 996
Group Art Unit: 2764

Nam of peon signi Ibis certif'icle: "" Paul DeMontSignatu ~
Examiner: E.W. Stamber

Third Part On. Line Accounting System and Mellod Therefor FAX RECEIVEIJ

:~~y 0:5 1999

Group 2700

Tille:

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231

SIR:

Enclosed are the following papers relating to the above-named application for patent:

I) Transmittl Letter with Cerficate of Tranission
2) Amendment with Cerificate of Transmission - 5 Pages
3) Change of Corrspondence Address with Certificate of Transmssion

Date: G'I~ ('Ie¡DeMo~.
244 English Place
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-2744

Respectlly, /JBy~(;;~
Jason Paul DeMont
Attorney for Applicat
Reg. No. 35,793
90S-903-1255

- i of I.
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UNITD 6TAT~ DEPARNT OF COMMERC
Patnt and Trademark Of
Address: a:MISIO Of PAlES AND 'TRK

Washingtn. Q,C. 20031

AFPlICA110 NUR filiNG DATE FIRst NAED APUCANT ATfOA DO NO

'I' . I . ,1.1 !', 'i.;

EXAMR

~. .t: . " ,I
.1 ; ), ¡i. ", 111 i:~ I 1'"1

NlIlIT'" P.\N..BER
I .¡. I~ ~ , :-;;;1 l',".' . I

.1,'' Ii;.: . fi ,.!.:
'1~ :.. i" ~ l 1:: I: .: .. l' . '.i

DATE MAILED:

This Is a communicati from th 9xasr in charge of your application.
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

NOTICE OF ALLOWABILIT

All claim,¡ being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this appliction. If not included herewith (or
previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other approPfiate communication wil be mailed in due course.

~'ThiscommunicationlsresnSiveto "' A.ere FuJA- ÆM6fDMi=.. D F SI;:/'1J

Di The allowed claim(s) isare I - l \

(J The ,jr ",wings filed on are acceptable.

C AckMwledgement is made of a claim for foreign priorly under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a).(d).

o AI :: Some' C None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priorit documenls have been

LJ received.

:: received in Application No, (Series Code/Serial Number)

':: re,~eived in this national stage applicetion from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

'Certified copies not recived:

o Ack'10wledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e).

A SHOHTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE to comply wilh the requirements noted bew is sa 10 EXPIRE THREE MONTHS
FROM THE 'DATE MAILED" of this Ofce action. FaihJre 10 timely comply wil result in ABANDONMENT of this appliction. Exnsions 01
lime may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1,136(a), '

o Nole The attched EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOnCE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-152, which disloses thai the oalh or
decla'ation is deficient A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED.

lr Applicant MUST submil NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS

(J b""ause the origlnelly fied drawings were declared by applicnt to be informaL.

~ including changes required by the Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO.948, attached hereto or to Paper No. g.

(J inCluding changes required by the propod drawin correcion filed on
by the examiner.

::J ,neluding changes required by the ettaced Examines Amendment/Comment

Identifying indicia such as the applicatIon number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the reverse side of the drawings.
The drawings should be Illed as a separate paper with a trnsmitt lalter address to the Olflal Drarson.

. which has been approved

C Note the attached Examiners comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL

Any response to this letter should include. in the upper right hand corner, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES CODEIERIAL NUMBER).
If applcant ha recived a Notice 01 Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE 01 the NOnCE OF
AllOWANCE shuld also be included,

Attachment(s)

¡J Notice ot References Cited, PTQ-892

U Information Disclosure Stetement(s), PTQ-1449, Paper No(s).

o Nolice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PT0-948

,- NollC of Informal Patent Application, PTO.152

:J Irterview Summary. PT0-413

o Examiners Amendment/Comment

C Examiner's Comnt Regardng RequÌfementlor Deposit of Biological Material

(17J~
~ ERICW.STAMBR

PRIMARY EXIN~

_ Examiners Statemenl of Reasons for Allowance

PTOl,,37 (Rev. 101) ~ S GP 1997..17-)81162714
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/,.,
THE APPUCATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECLilON ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED.

"'i)f~--i).t 11.. 1)IHt YL\~;

THE ISSUE FEE MUST BE PAID WITIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS
APPLlCArlON SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STA TUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXENDED.

HOW TO RESPOND TO THIS NOTICE:
i, Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your
current SMALL ENTIT status:

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:

A. If the slatus is changed, pay twice the amount of the
FEE DUE Shown above and noti the Patent and
Trademark Office of the chnge in status, or

B. If the status is the same, pay the FEE DUE shown
above.

A. Pay FEE DUE shown above, or

B. File veriied statement of Small Entit Status before, or with,
payment of 1/2 the FEE DUE shown above.

II. Part B.lssue Fee Trasmital should be copleted and retumed tO,th Patent and Trademark Ofice (PTO) with your -
ISSUE FEE. Even if the ISSUE FEE has already been pai by char to deposit account, Part B Issue Fee Transmittal
should be completed and returned If you are charging the ISSUE FEE to your deposit account, seion "4b' of Part
B-Issue Fee Transmitl Should be completed an an extra copy of the form shuld be submitted.

IIi, All communictions regarding this application mUst give application number and batch number.
Please direct all communicatio prior to issuance to Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utilty patents Issuing on appllcUons med on or after Dec. 12, 198 may reuire payment of
maintenance fee. It is patente's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenanc
fee wh due.

PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE COpy
PTOI.¡ (RE~, 10,96) Appd lor ..1t1O 0l. 1065Hl0331
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th d3alnlcle be.

, .. .' ;.1:' i: Î~ :

l':'
'.'

I ., I' ;
,r.! I. , 0': I Jason Paul DeMont (OSilor' two)~ ~i 0\0. (.t ~ -

... ., :..'\ ';,' .. '. ~ /;- (-"')
'R. .ç..'-' JunE! 18. 1999"ADf'lAP.I~",-~ (D1

UCAT1ONNO, I FIING DATE I TOTAl CLS I EXINER N' GROP AR UNI I DATE MAILED

i .. ". .(1: " ,.. ~:: ' :,: : . "'i~:
'.

, , ~ ,..

,., :l :I, '., 1":.1, l',-.: '1'1 I'; iii ,', I .. i'" ' ,r:pA'stNain
Aplc!

TITLE OF
INVENTION , , , , . ;',',i ,'H !)'I', 1.1 1',1, ri, . . ...t . -: i l~i i:i ',' ,-,I "; i :1 I: . I. '; ~ ¡ ::i

ETTSD:~'
1, Cha c,i corrosprie addss or IndICti 01' Fe Adres" (37 CFR 1.36).

Use (if pYO form(&) an CUstomer Numr aM recomeed, but no reire.

I CLAs-UBS I BATCH NO, I APPl, TYPE I SMALL ENTITY J FEE DUE I DATI,DUE

'"s oil.Lìliit: l;'.~il i.l lI.,.-'! \'1: :..; :~(,11::~, (il. i.'"

i

,i

o Chane ill condenc address (or Chan Of COrre Adres form
PTOiSBlI22) attact,

o "Fe. _ss' illl! (or "fee Adre..'lrdlcn Ionn PTOIB/47) atchd,

2. Fo,pin1ng on Ihe paten"",n! po. IIs1
(1) th nas of up 10 3 reistre palel
aIys .. egen OR, a1emly, (2)
li na of a singl flrm (hang as a'
in a registre aii or agent
endlhe na ofup to 2 rasierepatal
aior egl8, K 00 name Is lised, no
na wi be prte

1 DeMont & Breyer. i.L.C.

2 Wayne S. Breyer

3 Jason Paul DeMont

3, ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDE.NCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (pri oriy)
PLEASE: NOTE: Unle an 85SJø is idntifie bew, no B9rgne da will apar on th paent
lnclusion o~ asspe data isooJ~ approste when an Bssgnmni ha ben pl'vio sued to
the PTO Ot 18 beng subfted undr seaialÐ cover. COe1ÏO of ltls form Is NOT a susltlelor
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(A) NAtJE OF ASSIGNEE

48. Th foRowi feas are en (make ch pa ., Cornonor
of P8lanl and Trear). ~,,. (,0..00 - ~_\L ~"'Wt..r
K: Issu Feeo Ad Oi.' 01 Co__
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DEPOSIT ACUN NUMBE .
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o Adnc Oler. II of Co
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or ag"'; or "'. asne 0' ot part In inter as si by th rerd. of it PIII an
Trama' Olf
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Ofræ, W""hington, D,C, 201. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS SEND FEES AND THIS FOR TO: Bo Isse Fee. Asstant Coisonr for
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Unòelhi Paperwoi ReclonAcol1995, no pes er reredlo..po lO"ooacio
of ;ntormall un n displays" vad OMB 'cotrol numb,

(6) RESIDENCE, (CITY & STATEQA COUNTRY)

Ples. "'''iok the approna assign caiy Indled belo (wil no be pnn an th pant
o indl~dual 0 coration or otr p~vae gro ""lily 0 gorm
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Serial No. 08n29,188

t)/¡'!' "1'.' -'; l.
7:;30 D.O. Wexler 1

IN THE UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Patent Application
Ceificate of Maiing

Inventor: Daniel D. Wexler
~..~30\fl:.l,.I ,,,0

,y?
081729" ~

Oct. I I" Pl96666L 0 r N

~,.
2764

E.W. Stamber 3 d 1 Q

Case:

Serial No.;

Filing Date:

Group Art Unit:

Examiner:

Title: Third Par On-Line Accounting System and Method Therefor

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
WASHIGTON, D,C. 2023 I

Att: Drawing Review Branch

RECEIVEDSIR:

Please find attached the revised fonna! drawings for this case.

TRNSMllTALOFFORMLDRAWIGS JUN 1 6 1999

Publishing Division

Respectfully, (2

BYê~. o."t=),)À-..".~
Jasn Pa I DeMont
Attorney or Apphcant
Reg. No. 35,793
908-903- 1255

Date: d'B~"\
DeMont & Iß yer, L.L.C.
224 English Place
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

- I of 1-
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Serial No. 08/729,188 D.O. Wexler J

IN THE UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Patent Application

Inventor:

Case:

Serial No.:

Filing Date:

Group Art Unit:

Daniel D. Wexler

i

081729,188

Oct. 11, 1996

2764

o I ,0. " Cerificate of MailingR\ . ,
j'hereby certify that this corresndence is being depoiied

JUN 2 1 1999 jth the United States Post Service with suffciClt
ostage as firs class mail in an envelop addresed to, Bo.

'" , ssue Fee. Asstant Commssione for Patents,

"""i, ",/ 'Washinton. D.C, 2023 I on June 18, 1999,R.oDrr~"?,, :

Examiner: E.W. Stamber

Third Par On-Line Accounting System an Method ThereforTitle:

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2023 I

SIR:

Enclosed are the following papers relating to the above-named application for patent:

I, Transmittl Letter (3x)

2. PTOL-85B Issue Fee Transmital (2x)
3. Check for $605.00 - SMALL ENTIlY STAWS

The applicant is a small entity, and iherefore, the issue fee of $605.00 is enclosed. In the event ofimproper
payment of a required fee, the Commissioner is authorized to charge or to credit Deposit Account No. SO-
0776 as required to corrct the error.

Pleas address all correspondence to Jason Paul DeMont, DeMont & Breyer, LL, 244 English Place,
Basking Ridge, New Jersey 07920. Telephone calls should be made to me at Area Code (908) 903- 1255.

Respectfully,

Date: c: \'e '\ '\
DeMont & re cr, L.L.C.
244 English Place
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Cl~e-~
Jasn Paul DeMont
Reg. No. 35,793
Attorney for Applicat

-1 of 1-
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( 0 \ t:1~'M~~ . y!j¿cMAl'!l2ß ~ .. Y)-'b~ ,i PTOISB/ (09-04)'A~ ~ Approve 10' .. lhro9h 05112 OMB 0651-.)16;.'1& Ta~Ot.~~ US Patent and Traemai OffIC, U S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Undr tM Papeork Reducllo, Ac oll99. no øerss are reuired (0 reood 10 a coectin of mtOmalio unless it dilavs a yaM OMS cotro numtoel'

PETITON TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF I DockeINumbe'COption.l)
MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c)) I 21 0,00 1 l.

Mail to: Mail Stop Petiion
Commissioner for Patents
P,O, Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313.1450
Fax: (703) 872.9306

NOTE: If information or assistance is need in compleling this form. please contact Petitions ''tOF P'E:at (703) 305-9282, '-i mON
RECEIVED

MAY Z 3 2lJ05 -f I J

Patent No, 5960 409 Application Number 08129.18B

Issue Date 09128/199 Filing Date 10/11/1996

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge. if any) payment must correcy identify: (1) the patent
number (or reissue paten! number. if a ressue) and (2) th applictin number of the
actual U.S, application (or reissue applicalion) leading to issuance of that patent to
ensure the fee(s) islare assoated with the corect patent. 37 CFR l,366(c) and (d).

Also complete the followIng Information, if applicable

The abova . identifed patent:

o is a reissue of orginal Patent No,
original applicati number
original ri;ng date

original issue date

o resulted from the entry into the U,S, unde 35 U,S.C. 371 of internationalapplication filed on

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING (37 CFR 1,8(a))

I hereby certify that Ihis paper (along wi any pape referred to as being attached or enosd) is being deposited with
the Un~ed States Postal serv on the dale shown below wi suffcient postage as firs clss mail in an envelope

'-'''.;P;:~ c.~~., -. ~,Jà:-¡~ m,~"rosigna
OS/2-1/ )O~ stUAt 0~00 59640

01 Fe: i91 20.00 lJ
LihanHayes

Typ or prled name or pe signing Certficate

(Page 1 of31T'lis conecti or infonnllti is reuired by 37 em 1.378(c) Th Informtion IS reUired to obin or retin ø befit by the publl whh Is to fie (and by the
USPTO lo prss) an apphcaUon. Coftenbal is go by 35 U.s.C. 122 an 37 CFR 1.11 art 1.14. Tti COlecion Is esti to lae 1 hour 10 complete,
irctdmg gathen, pre;img. and submltng lhe coplete apøiication i' to lhe USPTO. Ti v. var depe upo the invidual ca. Any commnt on
tr,e amont of time yo requrn to compl&t& th fo atdlor wgges fo reudg this burden, sti be sent 10 1t1e Chie t1fonatio Officer. U.S Patent and
T'ademark OfK:, U.S. Departnt á Co. PO Bo 1450, Akxadna. VA 2231J.1450. DO NOT SEND FES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: MõN' StoP Peti, Comialonerfo Patnts, P.O. 80Jl 1450. Aleandna. VA 22313-1"50.

If yo need asl8 in copleting /h fom. CB1-80PTD-9199 an selec opll 2.
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,

Undet the Pa rw Reduction Act of 199. no rson are ulred to r

PlOIS66 109-')
Apto fo use Ulcu 0511206, 01.9 06HlO16

U,S, Patet and Traemark 0f. U.S. DEPARMENT OF COlAMERCE
d to a coecion or informatlon unless it dis a V3id OM contl numbe

1, SMALL ENTITY

ø Patentee claims, orMs previously claimed, small entity status, See 37 CFR 1,27,

2, lOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS

o Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity sttus, Se 37 CFR l,27(g).

3, MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e)-g))

The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition, unless it was paid earlier.

NOT Small Entity Small Entity

Amount Fee ¡Codel Amount Fee (Codel

0 $- 31/2 yr fee (1551) o $Æi 31/2 yrfee (2551)

0 $- 71/2 yrfee (1552) 0$- 7112 yrfee (2552)

0 $- 111/2yrfee (1553) 0 $- 11 1/2 yr fee (2553)

MAINTENANCE FEE BEING SUBMITTED $ 45.00

4, SURCHARGE

The surcharge ,equired by 37 CFR l,20(IX2) 01 $ 1640,00 (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a conditin
of accepting unintentionally delayed payment 01 the maintenanc fee,

SURCHARGE BEING SUBMITED $ 1640,00

5, MANNER oF' PAYMENT

o
o

Enclsed is a check for the sum of $

Please charge Deposit Accnt No,
copy of this authorlzation is atthed.

the sum of$ . A duplicate

o Payment by cred~ card, Form PTO-2038 is attached.

6, AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE ANY FEE DEFICIENCY

o The Director is heeby authorized to charge any maintenance fee, surcharge or petiti
deficiency to Deposit Account No, . A dupicate copy of this 9ulhonztin is at,

IPagZolJI
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.-

PTOISB1 (O!l~)
Approvd for U6 throgh 05111206. OMS 0651..16

U S Patenl and Trademark Ofce; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Pa rw Reducn Ac of 1995. no r.ons are uired to res nd 10 a COecUon cl inFoon unless It di a valid 006 corol number

7 OVERPAYMENT

As to any overpayment made please

D Credit to Deposft Account No,
OR o Send refund check,

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card inforation should not
be Included on this form. Provide credit card Information and authorization on PTO.2038.

8, STATEMENT

The delay in payment of the maintenance fee to this patent was unintentional.

9, PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE

ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT REINSTATED.

C)~Q;~Signature(s) of Petitioner(s)
41125

Date

Jaso Paul DeMont

Type or printed name(s)
Ra, No, 35~_

Registration Number, il applicable

73.57lHt03.11
Telephone Number

DeMon & Bryer, U.c
Addres

Sulie 250, 100 Como Way. Homdel. NJ 07733
Addres

37 CFR 1,J78(d) states: "An peti,on under this seon mus be signed by an attorney or agent
registered to practie before th Patent and Tradeark Offce, or by the patentee, the assignee.
or other part in interest'

ENCLOSURES:

G:J Maintenance Fee payment

o SUrcharge under 37 CFR 1.20(i)(2) (fee lor filing the maintenance lee petition)o
¡pgo 30f31
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iri'~i4~'~~~ UNITED STATES PATENT AND lRDEMARK OFFICE~ ~'~"
"'... ,j!'/,,~~~d"/

Commissioner for Patenls
United Slates Palent and Traemaik Offce

P.O, Rox '450
Alexandria. VA 22313-1450

Wf.usplogo

PaperNo. 12

Jason Paul DeMont
DeMont & Breyer, LLC
100 Commons Way, Ste, 250
Holmdel, NJ 07733 COpy MAILED

In re Patent No. 5,960,409
Issue Date: September 28, 1999
Application No, 08/729, 188

Filed: October 1 1,1996
Patentee(s) Daniel D, Wexler

JUN 0 7 ZOD~

OFACE Of PETN~

ON PETITON

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed May 19,2005, to accept the
delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as of the
mail date of this decision.

The patent fie is being forwarded to Files Repository.

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at
(571)272-3226.

A~
Petitions Examiner
Offce of Petitions
Offce of the Deputy Commissioner

for Palent Examination Policy
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rile 636: lAC Newslette_ DB(TM) 1987-1997/Jan 16
lc) 1997 Information Access Co.

Set (terns Description

't 02856403/7

02856403/7
IJIALOG(R) Fi Ie 636: lAC Newsleteer DB (TMJ
Ic) 1997 Information Access Co. All rts. reserv.

.)2856403
RESEACH FINMS STRVE FOR WE TRCKNG THAT COUNTS New Tracking System

Promise Individual Consumr ~rtraits

Online audience measurement has long posed major challenges both for
,darketers and research provrãers. Monitoring traffic through commercial
.,nline services such as America Online and Prodi be tricky enough,
~\ren if the only real hazar s in at closed network market are the pricing
and disclosure of proprietary usage data (1M News, June 9, 1995). The data
itself (and the means to collect itl already exist.

The Internet-particulai:ly the World Wide Web-is another stoi:y altogethei:.

,Web technolo is so new that
3bilities the need to s te
ad spaceJ A couple of new
significant demand built up among~-
Unlike commerc1al online services, the Web has no centi:al turnstile that
mai:ke~ers can use to tally attendance. Web sui:fei:s log on anonymously and
amorphously, and a single serious cybernaut is often indistinguishable from
ten casual users. Web site owners have no way of telling individuals apart
unless they can persuade them to i:egister and identify themselves with a
password every time the~' want access.

This is a problem, and many ~ marketei:s are a?prehensive about forced
~~stration ~becase 1t may alienate some usei:s oi: at least detei: them fi:om
taking a peek at new areas. (And some folks have trouble recalling their
gym locker combinations, not to mention dozens of Web passwords they don't
even use that often.)

That's where San Francisco-based Internet Profiles Corp. (l/Pi:ol comes in.
òy tracing~eb users back to rheir Internet acce~~!~J--lgr~s__tracking
system could neT? ~arketers count cyber-customers £ne by one ~ut
disturbing (or delayingl their cruise through cybers~~~~. ----

,& Yo'. ca~ do ~hat, tithe ¡"eb is the most measurable of all media, U says
:/?ro presÅde~t Ariel Poler.

~ea5ures Ti~e Spe~: ~~ Site

J:-;,.:_ :ie_~~.:_:_~~l_¿.~l:D.d.1'y:~ua~~~:b site QW!1e"~. '"ai ~asily rronitoc
~o~ ~UGn t~~e ~lS.t~=S speno on a pa!LiCUia~ page and w~at ~raJecto~ey
:ar.e ~h(c1,g.~ :.::e S1.ce as a whole, Paler ex.plains. This is i:.rucial
:~¿eiligencê ~~r st~oP.q ~~~L~nt evolution, according Lo Bac.rie Moore,
~=~a ~i ve se:~: :~s ~a~age r 3~ ¡¡Pro client Poppe Tyson Adver~ising iMountain
.':.e.. ~a~.::...

:-:::..'::-.-2C ...: ==-. :.5i!:"
',:r:c.:e :=~c;:lé 3~:e :;'Jlrlg 'Joi;:~in 't~e s:.:e, ri Moore says.
:ee~ca:.: ~:::::!s.. ?cr=pe T:'sc:- ...;~l.! :;se :/?ro's :::affic

:::;::.e~:: ;:ase-d on wna~ ~e':~:e '..;an:. ~~ S-:~,'f she c€:l:'s :r-

":.:¿ '''.3!::: .:r".::....

;"~;::::::~
.:.:.....::.

_ _ "'::':::3~G

~~:¿a6e~ _=5~ ~~~:.~. :!=~~'~ S¡ste~-sa!led ::Cv~r.~ S:a~~s at S200/mo. plus
~~~:'~::d::~~ -~~~~:~:~~i :a~ 3~hieve thi~ ~i:h=uL ~o:cing regis~raCion
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(al though that' s stili ~it option for gathering more qUc¿_tative demographic
¡nfol, Currently signed are such maior marketers and content providers as
Playboy, XeroK, Sun Microsystems~' time wãrner' s Pathfinder, and Chrysler
Corp. 's much-publicized new Web site, developed in part by Poppe Tyson.

Visits vs. "Hits"

Counting actual visitors rather than "hits" is a far more adequate approach
to Web measurement than most content providers have used until recently.
The reason: hit counts inflate true usage levels by treating multiple
visits from one user (even during a single sessionl as separate events.
Besides d~storting usage on a single Web site, hit counts also make it
impossible for new media planners to compare among Web sites, which can
register h~ts quite differently ~epending on how they're laid out.

Another tracking firm, WebTrack (New York), also eschews hit counts for
distinct visit tallies. Its auditing service-dubbed WebStat (starts at
SlOO/mo. )-is currently in beta testing, with commercial release slated for
August. WebTrack is primarily target; 09 Web pub' j shers selJ) og ad space who
need to substantiate traffic for prospective advertisers, says marKeting
director Cat1sa WdÜgSneSS.

Some beta-testers, howev~r, a~e using the tracking service but refusing
open audi ling under non-disclosure agreements. This coulu change after
WebStat rolls out commercially, but it also suggests that Web site owner
are no more open to. thi rd-party auditing than commercial online Services
are.

Marketers should work to change this mindset. In the interest
an open and competitive ad market in cyberspace, l1advertisers
demanding to see audited traffic info," Wangsness advises.
Qûãlitative Data

of creating
can help by--

Besides raw traffic data, both ¡/Pro and WebTrack also ~marketers
qualitative information about their audience. This is becoming a mounting
concern as the online population grows large enough and diver~e enough to
be segmented. Until recently, cybermarketers have been largely unable to
target their ad buys or develop proprietary site content with anything
other than sheer intui tion.

In addi tion ' to usee indi viduation, both ::esearch firms' 5,¡~::~~e
Web site visitors back to their point of o~igin on the Net. In many cases.
tnrfës rna rketers transparently idenEíty a user r S ço~~ qov~ment
cr~anization, or university, and pinpoint their geograpnis reQIRn. If users
log on via commrCì aJ access providers, however, such trac~ing w~D~~~~eai
much about them. That i s where user surveys añd reglš ~a(lC~ can c~me in
handy.

Exposure Analysis

¡'Iorking with ¡/Pro technology to offer aualltacive se::'":=,, :5 :':." ('e:anaye
Group -¡ Ports~outh, N. H. 1, whlCh last month rolled C~: a ~~~ ~e= ar.alysis
service cai:èd :Jet3ench. ~~~£ryi.ng traffic r.u.m~.._~..~g..:~s.1Jè'J
in~o wi.l:-:-.e~? marke:i:ers gei: a better feel ~or t.:ie1.r e:.:;:~s..=~ :;'.:.a:ity, S-a:iS
Oelahaye CEO Katha rine Paine.

.IEstablish~à
this long
best. that.
d.: re.=t ien. ..

patterr.s dorl t êxist, tl Paine caU:'lons. ":I~::oCO!13 been èoinq
enoug~ ~c ~nOn if Lhe numbe rs they i re get ti~~ d:~ ari~ gooc" The
~ocü .:an hope for .rl.ght now is ::~at °:rour r:urr.zei:s ;:: .::". the ;:;.gnt:

!)~yonc :"..5: ::ea~"':lt:g :=G:::': growt:"., :'-:~~;-.~'l".'e 0.___ ____.._. ace::: :.t.5
se::V::ê :.= ;::::::.:-2 :i~-d.:e:-a:t:S, :.JZ;l'lt. rressa;.:5 ~:-~ _:" :::::::~:-= ".:-:: E~~:::.a.:~:

~~to :::-oe.:: :.e-:J s:.:e ::¿s:g:-IS. : 1;0:0, 4':5/0::-;5-::'.:'; ..0;. ~ ~ '';3:-~ :..:;
?=r-;:"2, ~ :=: ':.;::-¿:f.~i:.; '::ëc7::3:~:, :::,''-::5-S3:?

:.:p.':" :'J=:3 .::::: ::'3 .;?~ ::2:-:S!l C~i:-:.?:_:.. 7!iAI.j "'-:::'3:"
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Hit counts distort Web usage; Web visit tallies clarify it;

Hit counts inflate usage levels by treating multiple same- party visits
as separate eventsi

. A hit to a file doesn't actually mean it was seen by user;

. Hit counts cloud comparisons among different Web sites;

A visit is a visit, but hit counts can and do vary widely accotàing to
layout/composition of the Web site;

~ visitors can often be traced back to their point of Internet access
-which might ofer a trove of mark¡ting/ demographic info.

Copyright 1995 lhillips Business Information,

Interacti ve Marketing News
1078-6821

June 23, 1995 V. 2 NO. 13 ISSN:
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD
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Application or Docket Number
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OR TOTAL
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SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
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CLAIMS AS FILED - PART I
(Column 1)
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BASIC FEE

TOTAL CLAIMS

INDE P~NDENT CLAIMS
minus 3:

it li the dlNerence In columß 1 Is 'ass than zero, snler "0" in column 2

lColumn 3)
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EXTRA

Total Minus
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PAID FOR

Total Minus

Independent . Minus

FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM

. (Column 2) (Column 3)
HIGHEST
NUMBER PRESENT

PREVIOUSLY EXTRA
PAID FOR

Total Minus

Independent Minus
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ADDI.
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FEE

OR x$22=
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.. I' ¡he "Highest Number Previously Paid Fo!" IN THIS SPACE is less thn 20. enter "2,' OR ADDIT ÆE

.., Illhe "Hlghesl Number Previouy Paid FOI IN THIS SPACE IS less lIn 3. enler "3:
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FORM PTo-75
(Rev 1 ')/96)
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Family Bibliographic and Legal Status

Family!
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WEB SITE
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1 records in the family.

US5960409A 19990928

(ENG) Third-party on-line accounting system and method
therefor

Inventor(s): WEXLER DANIEL D US

Application No: US 72918896 A

Filng Date: 1996 I 0 I I

Issue/Publication Date: 19990928

Abstract: (ENG) A system and method for providing on-line third party accounting and statistical information is
disclosed. A third party accounting service receives a download request signal ultimately intended for
an advertiser Web site. The download request signal is generated when a user clicks on a banner
displayed on a Web page of a frequently-visited Web site. The banner is published by the
frequently-visited Web site for the benefit of the advertiser. The third party receives the download
request since, rather than pointing to the advertiser Web site, the banner is configured to point to the
third party Web site. The third party Web site maintains a count of all received download request
signals generated by clicking on the banner. Since an advertiser banner may be displayed at more than
one frequently-visited Web site, the third party Web site further maintains a log containing the address
of the frequently-visited Web site that displayed the banner that generated the click, as well as other
information provided by tile user Web browser. The third party sends a redirect signal to the user Web
browser causing it to send a download request to the advertiser Web site. The advertiser Web site then
downloads the information originally sought by the user to his Web browser. The third party
accumulates and tabulates statistical information including the number of clicks on the advertiser
banner, and data indicative of the effectiveness of the banner-publisher frequently-visited Web site as
an advertising medium. Such information is provided to the advertiser and/or the banner publisher.

Priority Data: US 72918896 19961011 A Y;

IPC (International Class): H04L01214; H04L02908; G07FO 1716; H04L02906

ECLA (European Class): G07F01716; H04L01214; H04L02906; H04L02908N19; H04L02908N21

US Class: 705014; 709218; 709224; 709245; 7155011; 715738

Agent(s) DeMont & Breyer, LC.; Breyer Wayne S.; DeMont Jason Paul

Examiner Primary: Stamber, Eric W.

US Post Issuance:
--US Expiration Date: 20030928 20031125 DUE TO FAILURE TO PAY MAINTENANCE FEES
--US Delayed Payment of Maintenance Fees: 20050607 20050705 due to acceptance of delayed payment of
maintenance fee

Legal Status:
Date
20031125

+/-
(- )

Code
FP

Description
EXPIRED DUE TO FAILURE TO PAY MAINTENANCE FEE
Effective date: 20030928;
PATENT REINSTATED DUE TO THE ACCEPTANCE OF A
LATE MAINTENANCE FEE Effective date: 20050607;

20050606 (+) PRDP

CZ MicroPatent Patent Index - an enhanced INPADOC database
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USPTO Maintenance Report

Patent Bibliographic Data

Patent
Number:

Issue Date:

Title:

Status:

Window

Opens:

5960409

09/28/1999

12/03/2007 06:20 PM

Application
Number:

08729188

Filing Date: 10111/1996

THIRD-PARTY ON-LINE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM AND METHOD
THEREFOR

12th year fee window opens: 09/28/2010

Surcharge
Date:

09/28/2010

Fee Amt Due: 
Window not 

open

Fee Code: 2553

Surcharge
Fee Code:

12/07/2006
0712012005

Most recent 07/20/2005
events (up to 06/07/2005
7): 0511912005

05/19/2005
05/19/2005

Address for
fee purposes:

DANIEL WEXLER
P.O. BOX 300524
BROOKLYN, NY
11230

Entity: Small

03/2912011 Expirtion: N/A

SurchgAmt
Due:

Window not
open

TotalAmt
Due:

Window not
open

MAINTENANCE FEE DUE AT 11.5 YEARS

Payment of Maintenance Fee, 8th Yr, Small Entity.
Payor Number Assigned.
Payer Number De-asigned.
Petition Related to Maintenance Fees Granted.
Surcharge, Petition to Accept Pymt After Exp, UnintentionaL.

Payment of Maintenance Fee, 4th Yr, Small Entity.
Petition Related to Maintenance Fees Filed.
--- End of Maintenance History ---
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