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File History Report

While copying your file we noticed that there are one or
more “‘Other Publications’ missing from the contents of the
file wrapper. At your request, we will attempt to obtain the

missing publication(s) from altemative resources. Please
note that additional charges will apply to this service.
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United States Patent () (] Patent Number: 5,960,409
Wexler 145} Date of Patent: Sep. 28, 1999
{54] THIRD-PARTY ON-LINE ACCOUNTING W3 Organizalion, “HTTP Reqg Ficlds”,  httpz//
SYSTEM AND METROD THEREFOR www.w3.00e/pub/WWW/ProlocolsATTTPATIRQ  Header-
s.html, May. 3, 1994, pp. 1-5.
76} T tor:  Danlel D. Wexler, 481 Stratford Rd., i .
(76} Toventor B?:oklyn NY. 11218 ratlo Primary Examiner—Eric W. Stamber
T Attorney, Agent, or Firm—DeMonl & Breyer, LL.C,;
{21] Appl No.: 08/729,188 Wayne §. Breyer; Jason Paul DeMont
57 STRAC
[22] Filed: Oct. 11, 19%6 571 AB: T
s . X A system and method for providing on-line third party
BU I CLY e %00?1‘_1132//1446_ 0}105’411;9/7022‘ accounting and statistical information is disclosed. A thard
Us 08 M, s party acoounting scrvice rcecives a download request signal
{52] US. Gl 705/14; ;11)9/2224877(:))7,?:540 ’ ultimately intended for an advertiser Web site. The down-
/ ll 3 7075501 load request signal is penerated when a uvser clicks on a
{58] Field of Search oo, 705114, 26, 27, nanper displayed on a Web page of a frequently-visited Web
703/,30’ 395/200.54, 200 57, 200 48, 200.75; site. ‘The banper is published by the (requently-visited Web
TU7i501, 513, 104, 380/23, 24, 25; 379/11%, site for the benefit of the advertiser. The third party receives
127, 142; 709/218, 224, 227, 245 the download request since, tather thao pointing to the
. advertiser Web site, 1he banner is configured 1o point 1o the
[36] References Cited third party Web sitc. ‘The third party Web site maintains a
U.S. PATENT DQCUMENTS couat of all received download sequest signals geocrated by
. clicking on the banner. Since an advertiser banner may be
S,20,655 61993 Tsutsui e e 395/200.54 displayed at more than one frequently-visited Web site, the
gggg”?ﬁ 12’ :gx lé:“’md‘s - - ;ggﬁg third party Web sitc fusther maintains & log containing the
SUTIL ortene Maeea " qusne  address of the froquently-visited Web site that displayed the
5572643 1171996 Judson ... 3052004  banncr that generated the click, as well as other information
5712979  1/1998 Graber el al. 395/200.54 provided _hy tile user Web browser. The third party sends a
5,717,860  2/1998 Graber el al. 395/200.57 redirect signal 1o the user Web browser causing it to send a
5,740,549 471998 Reilly ct al. . - 514 download request 1o the advertiser Web site. The advertiser
5,751,956 5/1998 Kinsch ..... 3057200.33 Web site then downloads the information originally seught
5812769 971998 CGraber et al. - T5/18 by the user to his Web browser, The third party accumulaics

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Streams Press Release, “Streams Readies Release of Break-
through Internct Media Planning and Assessment”, hitp#/
streams.com/press release himl, Avg. 31, 1995, pp. 1-2.

“Research Firms Strive for Web Tracking That Counts”,
Interaclive Marketing News, vol. 2, No. 13, Jun. 23, 1995,

arxl tabulates statistical information including the nuraber of
clicks on the advertiser banner, and dala indicanve of the
effectiveness of the banner-publisher frequently-visited Web
sile as an advertising medium  Such information is provided
1o the advertiser andfor the banper pisblisher.

11 Clalms, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1

THIRD-PARTY ON-LINE ACCOUNTING
SYSTEM AND METHOD THEREFOR

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

“The preseat invention relates to Internct services.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Until as recently as five years aga, the Intemet was used
primarily by the scientific and technical commuanity and was
rclatively unknown outside of such circles. And now, five
years henee, knowledge of the lotemet, and its use, are
ubiquithus.

Businesses have recognized the benefits of
prescace op the loternct, and, more particularly, on lhc
World Wide Web (Web). Oac benefit is that it is a convenient

tlichi

1

@

2
visited site. While anyone with a Web site can display a
bannes, advertisers will want fo advertisc al [requently-
visited sites, such as Web directorics and large serviee
providers that offer their own information and onlinc
resources as well as Internet access such as Amenca Onhoe,
Compuserve, Prodigy and the like.
Regardlcss of the fee basis, both the adverntiser and the
inistrator of the banner-publishing site will typically
have ap intcrest in knowing cerlain sausms pertaining lo
advertising effectiveness. For example, if the fee for the
adverlising is hased on the number of clicks oa the banner,
then both panics will want this statistic. The advertiser can
obtain this information by intcrrogating an access log maio-
taincd by the advertiscr Web site. This information,
bowever, is not ducetly available to the banner-publishing
site. Wh)le it can be obluined from the advestiser, the
bl

way for both the buyer and the seller o do business;
products and services can be ordered oo-line. Another bea-
¢fil o 2 business is that for the money spen, its advertising
can reach a lot of prospective customers.

One form of Internet advertising is 10 establish a Web site
operable to download at least one “Weh page” to a user
“visitiug™ 1hat Web site, A Web page contains a siugle file of
hypertext information, which may be text, graphics and even
sound. The main Web page of a given Web site is referred
1o as a “Home page.” The Home page is typcally the first
page a uscr will sce when visiting a sitc. The Home page
usually contains hypertext “links,” to other subsidiary Web
pages providing additional information about the husiness.

A Web sitc 1s ineffective as an advertising tool unless
somcone visits it, And, the only oncs visiting the site arc
those that have sought it oul. To increase the likelihood of
such visitations, businesses may list their Web site on one or
more Web directorics. A user interested in particular prod-
ucls or services can use a search engine to search the Web
directory and identify businesses providing such praducts or
services and their Web address. The user can then "browse”
the Web sites of the businesses offering the products/services
of interest.

A directory listing increases the likelthood of a user
finding the Web site of a particular business. Still, an
advertiscr listing will be found ounly if the uscr is looking for
the goods or scrvices provided by the advertiser. As such,
many frequently-visited Web sites offer businesses a more
aggressive alternative to a simple directory listing. In
particular, a busincss can choose to have a “banaer” dis-
played or “published” by such & i Jy-visited site.

The banacr describes an arca of a Web page that can be

used to display logos, cic., that will hapefully entice the

reader to oblain further information pertaining to the baancr.
1f 50 enticed, the reader can “click” on the banncr, assuming
the banner is a link, and follow the link to, {or example, the
Web site of the business “behind” the banner. The banner

provides substantially more of ag ndvertising presence 1o the <

adventiser thao a direclory listing, since, at least for a
contracted period of time, the baoner is conspicuonsly
displayed on the Web page. Thus, regardless of a user
purpose for visiling such a site, he may sec the advertiser
banner displayed.

While there is typicaily no cost for having one Web site
fisted in a direclory, advertising with a banner is typicaity
provided for a fec. The cost of advertising at such a site may
be based, for cxample, on the number of times the site
displays the banner or oa the number of times a user clicks
on the banner linked to the advertiser Web site. Aad, of
course, the cost is based on the popularity of the frequentiy-
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ite adminisiralor would presumably prefer
n:cexvmg ‘the relevant statistics from an unbiased source.

Further, since advertisers will often advertise at more than
one location, both the advertisers and the publishers will
typically have an interest in the statistics pertaining to lhc
cffectiveness of an individual publishing sitec at g 2
leads for the advertiser. In other words, lhcy will be inter-
ested in knowing the percentage of the total number of
“clicks” on the banncr generated by cach publishing site.
Currently, such information is not readily available. To
obtain it requires that {he appropriate expertise is available,
and that the server at the advertiser Web site is appropaaiely
configured.

In view of the value of such statistics, and the relative
inconvenience in oblaimmng such information, a necd prese
ently exists for an unbiased, readily available sousce of
statistical/accounting information for Internet advertisers
and advertising publishers.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A system and method for providing on-line third party
accounting and statistical information is disclosed. Accord-
ing to the invention, a banner, displayed for the purpose of
cnticing a frst party {uscr) lo visit a fourth party’s
(advertiscr) Web sile, is served 1o Ihe user’s Web browser by
a sccond party (baancr publisher). The banncr is operable 1o
downlkrad the address of a third-party (accounting and
statistical service) to the user’s Web browser and establish a
link between the user andd the third party service. The third
parly service receives a download request signal from the
user's Web browser when the hiok is established, and main-
tains a coun! of recvived request signals and 2 log entry
conlaining the second patly’s Web site address and other
infurmation pruvided by the user's Web browser. The third
parly service redirects the Web browser's download request
signal to the advertiser’s Web site, which serves a Web page
t the user’s Web browser, The method is transparent 1o the
user; i.c., as far as the user is aware, the banner takes him
directly to the -advertiser’s Web site.

The third party accumulates and tabulates statistical infor-
mation including the number of clicks on the advertiser’s
banner, and further provides data indicative of the effective-
aess of the banner publisher’s Web page as an advertising
medivm.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

Further f of the i ion will b more appar-
cot from the following detailed description of specific
embodiments thereof when read in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

WTS000009
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FIG. 1 shows a conventionsl system Jor advertising with
a bannery

FIG. 2 15 an excmplary cmbodiment of an on-linc third
parly accounting and statistical system according to the
present wvention; and

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram ol an illustrative method for
implementing the system of FIG. 2.

DLETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TIHE
INVENTION

‘The present invention can be implemented over a network
such as the Internel. It is understaod that such a nelwm'k is
comprised of many of linked over telecc
tion lincs and comeunicating using various standard pro-
tocols. Servers, which are programs that provide Internet
resources (e.g, 2 Web page), and clients, which are programs
that access those resources on a user’s behalf (6.5, a Web
browser), are resadent on such computers. Details concem-
iny such computers and software, and the process of estab-
lishing communication links are known to those skilled in

10

oy
@

4

can “click” on i, such ss by depressing x mouse button. The
user’s browser then o the, appropriate Web site
(computer), as diclaled by the URL associated with the hnk,
and sends a download request signal for a copy of the
hypcncxt source associated with the URL. When the copy
arrives, the browser displays the file mn a format dictated by
the IVIML, generating 2 Web page on the user’s hrowser.
Inchuded in the downloaded copy are the specifications of
the banner 9 and associated links.

If enticed by the banner 9, the user can “click” on it,
assuming the banner has & lik associated with it. In the prior
an, a banocr typically points to the Web site 17 of the
advertiser. A download request signal 192 is sent from the
user’s Web hrowser 3 to the advertiser’s Web site 17. "Fhe
Web site 17 downloads iaformation, indicated by the refer-
ence numeral 195, 10 ibe user’s Web browser 3. The dowo-
loaded information is a copy of a hypertext source file
operable to gencrate a Web page of the advertiscr.

FIG. 2 shows an cxcmplary embadiment of aa on-line
third party accounting and statistical system 1 according 1o
the presenl wvention. As shown in F1G. 2, the system 1

the art and will not be described herein exeept as appropriale
for an understanding of the present invention.

Moreover, for clarity of explanation, this specification
coptains lenminology und conventions familiar to those
skilled in the an. Such terminology is often more metaphori-
cal than literal in nature. lor example, while those skilled in
the art may refer to “visiling” a particular Weh sile, it should
be appreciated that a user does not actually travel ta the web
site. Rather, a source file thal is operable, in conjunclion with
the user’s Web browser, Lo generate 2 Web page on a user’s
computer monitor is downloaded to the user’s computer.
Thosc skilled in the art are familiar with such mctaphorical
terminology and have an understanding of its literal impli-
cations and implementations.

FIG. 1 shows a prior art on-line system for advedising.

with a banner 9 As sbown 1a FIG. 1, a user”s Web browser
3 establishes a link or connection 1 with a Web site Sol an
cntity displaying the banncer (“banner publisher™). Tac ban-
ner publisher is anyoac who prescnts advertising on behalf
of an advertiser. The banner pubhisher will typically be a
Web dhrectory or 2 large service provider such as America
Ounline, Compuserve, Prodigy and the like that offers their
own information and online resources, as well as Interpet
access.

Once the user is an-line, i.c., connected 10 the fniernel
through an Internet Service Provider (ISP), the link 1 to the
Web site § is established by “entering” the address, i.c., the
uniform resousce locator (URLY), of the Web site 5 into the
Web browser 3 Qnce the liok 11 is established, the Web
browser 3 sends a download request signal 1a to the Web
site 5. In response, the Web site § downloads information,
indicated by the reference numeral 11b, to she user’s Web
browser 3. The downloaded information includes a Web
page 7 having a banncr 9. The banncr 9 is an asca of the Web
page 7 thal can be used to display logos, ¢tc, that will
hopefully eatice a user reading the banner to obtain further
inforepation peraining 1o the banncr.

As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, a Web
page is a hypertext file or source Jocated on a specific
computer. The hypertext source includes text as well as
instrucuons for the user’s browser as to how (o display such
text. The instructions are coded using a set of specifications
referred o as Hypertext Markup Languape (HTML).

The hypertext source confains onc or mose hyperiext
“links” thal “point,” i.c., provide the address, to another
hypertext file. If a user wishes to “follow’” the link, the user

40
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Judes the ¢l of FIG. 1, as well as the Web site 13
of a third party accounting and staustical scrvice, and the
link created between the user’s Weh browser and the thind
parly Web site 13. With the addition of the Web sue 13 of the
third pasty service, and appropriate programming, the infor-
mation flow between the uscr and the various Web sites
changes, as described below

As described sbave [or conventional systems, the link 11
10 Lhe Web site S is established by entering the URL of the
Web site 5 into the Web browser 3. Once the link 11 is
established, the Web browser 3 sends a download request
signal 11a to the Web site 5. In response, the Web site §
downloads information, indicated by the referenve numeral
11b, to the user’s Web browser 3. The downloaded infor-
mation includes a copy of the requested hyperiext source fife
operable o geocralc a Web page 7 having a baaner 9.

As before, if the user is imerested in more information
aboul the banner 9, he muy chick on it. According to the
present invention, the banner 9 points to the third party Web
site 13 rather than the advertiser’s Web site 17 as in
conventional arrangements. As such, in 2 system according
to the prescot invention, clicking oo the banner 9 establishes
a link between the uscr’s Web browser 3 and the third party
Web site 3. This is lacilitatcl by the operation described in
operation block 181 of the flow diagram of FIG. 3, which is
an excmplary mcthod according 1o the present inveation,
According lo vperation block 101, the bypertext fle that
generates the Web page 7 and the baoner 9 is edited or
originally coded so that the banner 9 is operable, in con-
jupction with the user’s Web browser 3, to form a hypertext
link 10 the third party Web site 13 when clicked upon. The
alorementiooed coding includes the URL pointing 1o the
third party site 13.

If & user clicks on the banner 9 lormeiog a link to the third
parly, Lhen, as indicated in vperation block 103 of FIG. 3, the
third party accounting and statistical serviee 13 reocives a
download request signal 154 from the uscr’s Web browser 3.
The third party scrvice 13 zccepts the download request
signal 154 and increments 4 counter that keeps track of the
pumber of received request signals, as indicated in operatton
block 10S. Additionally, the third party service 13 logs a
varicty of information available from the user’s Web
browscr 3. Such information can include the ongin of the
user, the address of the banncr publisher, and so forth. In this
manncr, the third party service 13 accumulaies statistical
information ustful 1o the banner publisher and the adver-
tiser.

WTS000010
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The download request received by the third parly seevice
13 is ultimatcly intended 10 obtain information from the
advertiser. As such, the third party service 13 redirects the
received download request signal (o the advertiser's Web
site 17, a5 indicated in operation block 107. Specifically, the
redireet request 155 is sent to the uscr’s Web browser 3 from
the third party Web site 13, and, from the browser, a
download request 194 is sent to the advertiser’s Web site 17
Once the download req signal is received by the
advertiser, the advertiser’s Web page is downloaded to the
user’s Web browser 3 as indicated by reference numccal 115,
The method is transpasent from the user’s point of view; he
is not awarc of the “detour” to the third panty scrvice 13.

In one embadiment, aperation blocks 105 and 107 canbe
accumplished as follows. A Hypertext Traosler Protocol
(HTTP) server program al the third parly’s sie 13 is
configured to issue a “302” redircet responsc when a specific
URL is req d. Such figuration involves cditing a
configuration file for the HTTP server program. When the
specilic URL 18 requested, the request jtself and Web
hrowser 3 information is recorded, and the redirect 1o the
intended URL, i.c., the advertiser’s Web sitc, is issucd. In
this manner, the user is traosparently redirccted to the
advertiscr’s Web site 17.

It will he appreciated that an advestiser may wish to
advertise al marc than one localion, ie., morc than oac
banocr-publishing site M so, the advertiser will presumably
want o know, among other statistics, the cffectivencss of
cach of the publishing sites, i.c., which sitc gencrales the
most visits to the advertiser’s Web site 17 [ikewise, a

banner-publishing site may wish to display the advertising, -

i.c., banner, of morc than onc advertiscr. In a fusther
cmbodiment, the present invemion can tally clicks and
geacrate statistics for mulliple banner-publishing sites and
multiple advertisers. This is accomplished by using multiple
URLS, each pointing to different entry points at the third
party Web sitc 13. The third parly Web site, more properly
its server, accepts the incoming URLS, accumulates
statistics, and redirects each user's Web browser 3 1o the
intended (advertiser's) Web site in the manner previously
described. Thus, clicks originating from differeat publishing
sites, as well as those intended for different advertisers, are
cach dicected to different entry points at the third party Web
sitc 13. Assigning multipic URLs for this purposc is illus-
traled by he cxample below.

For the present example, there are two banner publishers,
“Pub A” and “Pub B” and three advertisers “Ban 1, “Baa
2” and “Ban 3. Advertisers Ban 1 and Ban 2 have their
banuncrs displayed at both publishers” Web sites, Advertiser
Ban 3 displays its banner only with Pub A. Exemplary URLs
for the five banners are as follows.

Banner

Publisher Advertiser URL,

Pub A Bao 1 bizp jfwww penesss conypuba‘honi
Pub A Ban 2 bttp:ifwww.gencsis.comvpuba’ban2
Pub A Ban 3 hitp frwww. genesis.com/pubs/ban3
Pub B Baa 1 bupfiwww.genesis.com;pabb/baal
Pub B Bea 2 Bttp/www. geaes is.coaupubbibanl

‘Ihus, while advertiser 3an I's banacer at publisher A points
to cotry point “puba/banl™ at the third party Web site 13,
Ban 1's baoncr ai publisher B poiats to entry point “pubb/
banl.” In this manncr, the preseat invention can bandle
multiple banncr publishers and multiple adverti:

As appropriaie, the third party accounting and statistical
service 13 can provide a seport to the advertiser and/or the

5
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banner publisher. The report may include statistic such as,
for cxample, the mumber of clicks on the banner S, the
percentage of clicks that resull rom the banncr S being
displayed on a particular baaner publisher's Web page il the
total number of impressions is known, the oumber of clicks
on the banner per day, the date and time of cach click, the
origin of the user aad so forth. Additionally, the report may
inchde comrclations developed from such statistics and
illusirative charts and graphs. Typically, such a report would
be provided on a regular basis.

‘While the present invention finds particular utility for use
in conjunction with the lolernet, and, more specifically, the
World Wide Web (WWW), it can be applicable to other
suitably-configured networks, as well. Thus, in a more
geoerally applicable cmbodirocat, the present invention pro-
vides a system and a method for third party accounting on,
a network consisting of a plurality of nodes, wherein a user
at a first node views a first quantity of information provided
by a secand nade (publisher) far the benefit of a fourth node
(advertiser).

Although specific embodiments of this inveation have
been shown and described herein, it is to be undersiood that
these embodiments are merely itlustrative of the many
possible specific arrangements and methods that can be
devised in application of the principles of the invention.
Numcrous and varied other arrangements and methods can
be devised in accordance with these principles by those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the mvention.

1 claim:

1. A methed for accounting, wherein a first publisher
having a firsl Web sitc and a sccond publisher having a
second Web sile vach publish adverusing for an advertiser
having a third Web site, the muthod comprising:

receiving, at a fourlh Web site, a first uniforra resource

focator from a first user’s Web browser, wherein the
first uniform resource Jocator is obtained by the first
user’s Web browser fron: the first Web site and wherein
the first uniform resource locator is associated with
advertising for the advertiser;

logging, at the fourth Web site, the receipt of the first

uniform resource locator, in response (o the receipt of
the first wniform resource locator;

redirecting, at the fourth Web site, the first uscr’s Web

browser o the third Web site in response Lo the recepl
of the first uaiform resource locator;

receiving, at the fourth Web site, a second upiform

resource localor from a second user’s Web browser,
wherein the sccond uniform resource locator is
obtained by the sccond user’s Web hrowser from the
second Web site and whersin the second uniform
sesource locator is assaciated with advertismg for the
advertiser,

logging, at the founth Web site, the receipt of the second

uniform r locator, in r to receiving the
sccond uniform resource locator; and

redirecting, at the fourth Web site, the scoond user’s Web

browscr to the third Web sitc in response to the receipt
of the second wniform resource locatur.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the advertising pub-
lished by the first publisher is a first banaer that is associated
with the first uniform resource localor and the advertising
published by the sccond publisher is a second bannes that is
associated with the sccond uniform resource locator.

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising logging at
least one of an indicium of the identity of the first user and
an indicium of the identity of the fiest publisher.
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4. The metbod of claim 1, further comprisiog preparing a
report for one or both of the advertiser and the first publishcr,
the report comprising cach receipt of the first uniform
resource locator by the fourth Web site.

S. The method of claum 1 further compasing configuriog
a Hypentext Transfer Prowcol server program at the fourth
Web site to issuc a 302 redirect response when the first
uniform resource locator is received.

6. The mcthod of claim § fusther comprising cditing a
configuration file for thc Hypertext Transfer Protocol scrver
program.

7 Amcthod for third party accounting on a network that
comprises a plurality of nodes, wherein a first node and a
sccond node cach publish advertising for a third node, the
mcthod comprising:

reoeiving, at a fourth node, a fisst download request signal

from 2 fifth node, which first download request signal
is received by tbe flth node from the first pode;

Jopging, al the fourth node, the receipt of the first dowa-
2

Toad request signal;

Irapsmitting from the fourth node a sccond download
request signal to the ffth node, which sceond download
request signal dircets the fifih node towards the third
node;

receiving, at the fourth node, a third download request
signal from a sixth node, which third dowaload request
signal is received by the sixth aode from the second
node;

logging, at the foucth node, the receipt of the third
dowaload request signal; and

transmitting from the fourth node a fourth dowaload
request signal to the sixth node, which fourth download
request signal ditects the sixth node to the tbird node.

8. The method of claim 7 wherein the advertising pub-

lished by the first node for the third node is a first banner that
is associated with the first download request signal and the
advertising published by the second node for the third node

"

0

15

K

w
3

8

15 a second banper that is associaled with the second
download request signal.

9. A method comprising:

recciving a ficst uniform resousce locator from a first

browser, wherein the first uniform resource Jocator is
btained by the first b fmm a first Web site that
bli ad for an a '

loggmg, in response lo the seceipt of lhc fist uniform

resource locator, the receipt of the first uniform
resource locator;

trapsmitling, in responsc to the reccipt of the first uniform

resource locator, a sccond wniform resource locator to
the first browscr, whercin the sceond uniform resource
Tocator #s associated with a second Web site that is
associated with the advertiser;

receiving a third uniform resource facator from s second

browser, wherein the third uniform resource locator is
obtained by 1he second browser from a third Web site
that publishes advertising for the advertiser,

logging, in response to the receipt of the third vniform

resource Jocator, the receipt of third uniform resource
locator; and

iransmittiag 2 fourth uniform resource locator to the

second browser, wherein the fourth uniform rcsource
locator is assaciated with the second Web site.

10. The mcthod of claim 9 wherein the first wniform

locator is uniquely 1ated with the first Web site
and the sccond Web site, and whercin the third uniform
resouree locator is uniquely associated with the second Web
site and the third Web site.

11. The method of claim 9 whercin the first uniform
resouree locator is associated with a fiest banner that is
published by the first Web sitc and that is advertising for the
adveruser andd wherein the thard vniform resource locator is
associated with a second banner that is published try the third
Web site and that is also advertising for the advertiser.

LR YR 2
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ABSTRACT
A system and method for providing on-line third party accounting and statistical

information is disclosed. A third party accounting service receives a download request signal
ultimately intended for an advertiser’s Web site  The download request signal is generated when
a user clicks on a banner displayed on a Web page of a frequently-visited Web site. The banuer
is published by the frequently-visited Web site for the benefit of the advertiser. The third party
receives the download request since, rather than pointing to the advertiser’s Web site, the banner
15 configured to point to the third party’s Web site  The third pasty Web site maintains a count of
all received download request signals generated by clicking on the banner. Since an advertiser’s
banner may be displayed at more than one frequently-visited Web site, the third party Web site
further maintains a log containing the address of the frequently-visited Web site that displayed
the banner that generated the click, as well as other information provided by the user’s Web
browser The third party sends a redirect signal to the user’s Web browser causing it to send a
download request to the advertiser’s Web site. The advertiser’s Web site then downloads the
wnformation originally sought by the user to his Web browser The third party accumulates and
tabulates statistical information including the number of clicks on the advertiser’s banner, and
data indicative of the effectiveness of the banner-publisher’s frequently-visited Web site as an

advertising medium. Such information is provided to the advertiser and/or the banner publisher.
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_THIRD-PARTY ON-LINE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM
AND METHOD THEREFOR

5 Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to Internet services.

Background of the Invention

Until as recently as five years ago, the Internet was used primarily by the scientific and
10 technical community and was relatively unknown outside of such circles. And now, five years
hence, knowledge of the Internet, and its use, are ubiquitous.

Businesses have recognized the benefits of establishing a presence on the Internet, and,
more particularly, on the World Wide Web (Web). One benefit is that it is a convenient way for
both the buyer and the seller to do business; products and services can be ordered on-line.

15 Another benefit to a business is that for the money spent, its advertising can reach a lot of
prospective customers

One form of Internet advertising is to establish a Web site operable to download at least
one “Web page” to a user “visiting” that Web site. A Web page contains a single file of
hypertext information, which may be text, graphics and even sound. The main Web page of a

20 given Web site is referred to as a “Home page.” The Home page is typically the first page a user

will see when visiting a site. The Home page usually contains hypertext “links” to other

subsidiary Web pages providing additional information about the business.
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A Web site is ineffective as an advertising tool unless someone visits it. And, the only
ones visiting the site are those that bave sought it out. To increase the likelihood of such
visitations, businesses may list their Web site on one or more Web directories. A user interested
in particular products or services can use a search engine to search the Web directory and

5 identify businesses providing such products or services and their Web address. The user can then
“browse” the Web sites of the businesses offering the products/services of interest.

A directory listing increases the likelihood of a user finding the Web site of a particular
business. Still, an advertiser’s listing will be vfound only if the user is looking for the goods or
services provided by the advertiser. As such, many frequently-visited Web sites offer businesses

10 a more aggressive alternative to a simple directory listing. In particular, a business can choose to
have a “banner” displayed or “published” by such a frequently-visited site.

The banner describes an area of a Web page that can be used to display logos, etc., that
will hopefully entice the reader to obtain further information pertaining to the banner. If so
enticed, the reader can “click” on the banner, assuming the banner is a link, and follow the link

15 to, for'example, the Web site of the business “behind” the banner. The banner provides
substantially more of an advertising presence to the advertiser than a directory listing, since, at
least for a contracted period of time, the banner is conspicuously displayed on the Web page.
Thus, regardless of a user’s purpose for visiting such a site, he may see the advertiser’s banner .
displayed.

20 While there is typically no cost for having one’s Web site listed in a directory, advertising
with a banner is typically provided for a fee. The cost of advertising at such a site may be based,

2

'~
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for example, on the number of times the site displays the banner or on the number of times a user
clicks on the banner linked to the advertiser’s Web site. And, of course, the cost is based on the
popularity of the frequently-visited site. While anyone with a Web site can display a banner,
advertisers will want to advertise at frequently-visited sites, such as Web directories and large

5 service providers that offer their own information and online resources as well as Internet access
such as America Online, Compuserve, Prodigy and the like
Regardless of the fee basis, both the advertiser and the administrator of the banner-
publishing site will tﬁicﬂly have an interest in knowing certain statistics pertaining to
advertising effectiveness. For example, if the fee for the advertising is based on the number of

10 clicks on the banner, then both parties will want this statistic. The advertiser can obtain this
information by interrogating an access log maintained by the advertiser’s Web site  This
nformation, however, is not directly available to the banner-publishing site While it can be
obtained from the advertiser, the publishing-site administrator would presumably prefer
receiving the relevant statistics from an unbiased source.

15 Further, since advertisers will often advertise at more than one location, both the
advertisers and the publishers will typically have an interest in the statistics pertaining to the
effectiveness of an individual publishing site at generating leads for the advertiser. In other
words, they will be interested in knowing the percentage of the total number of “clicks” on the
banner generated by each publishing site Cusrently, such information is not readily available.

20 To obtain it requires that the appropriate expertise is available, and that the server at the
advertiser’s Web site is appropriately configured.

3
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In view of the value of such statistics, and the relative inconvenience in obtaining such
information, a need presently exists for an unbiased, readily available source of

statistical/accounting information for Internet advertisers and advertising publishers.

5 Summary of the Invention
A system and method for providing on-line third party accounting and statistical
information is disclosed. According to the invention, a banner, displayed for the purpose of
enticing a first party (user) to visit a fourth party’s (advertiser) Web site, is served to the user’s
Web browser by a second party (banner publisher). The banner is operable to download the
10 address of a third-party (accounting and statistical service) to the user’s Web browser and
establish a link between the user and the third party service. The third party service receives a
download request signal from the user’s Web browser when the link is established, and maintains
a count of received request signals and a log entry containing the second party’s Web site address
and other information provided by the user’s Web browser. The third party service redirects the
15 Web browser’s download request signal to the advertiser’s Web site, which serves a Web page to
the user’s Web browser. The method is transparent to the user; i.e., as far as the user is aware,
the banner takes him directly to the advertiser’s Web site.
The third party accumulates and tabulates statistical information including the number of
clicks on the advertiser’s banner, and further provides data indicative of the effectiveness of the

20 banner publisher’s Web page as an advertising medium.
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Brief Description of the Drawings

Further features of the invention will become more apparent from the following detailed
description of specific embodiments thereof when read in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, in which:

5 FIG. 1 shows a conventional system for advertising with a banner;

FIG. 2 is an exemplary embodiment of an on-line third party accounting and statistical

system according to the present invention; and

R FIG 3 is a flow diagram of an illustrative method for implementing the system of FIGz/ .

10 Detailed Description of the Invention
The present invention can be implemented over a network such as the Internet. It is
understood that such a network is comprised of many computers linked over telecommunication
lines and communicating using various standard protocols. Servers, which are programs that
provide Internet resources (e g, a Web page), and clients, which are programs that access those
15 resources on a user’s behalf (e.g., a Web browser), are resident on such computers. Details
concerning such computers and software, and the process of establishing communication links
are known to those skilled in the art and will not be described herein except as appropriate for an
understanding of the present invention,
Moreover, for clarity of explanation, this specification contains terminology and
20 conventions familiar to those skilled in the art. Such terminology is often more metaphorical

than fiteral in pature. For example, while those skilled in the art may refer to “visiting” a
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particular Web site, it should be appreciated that a user does not actually travel to the web site.
Rather, a source file that is operable, in conjunction with the user’s Web browser, to geperate a
Web page on a user’s computer monitor is downloaded to the user’s computer, Those skilled in
the art are familiar with such metaphorical terminology and have an understanding of its literal
5 implications and implementations.
FIG. 1 shows a prior art on-line system for advertising with a banner 9. As shown in
FIG. 1, a user’s Web browser 3 establishes a link or connection 11 with a Web site 5 of an entity
displaying the banner (“banner publisher™). The banner publisher is anyone who presents
advertising on behalf of an advertiser. The banner publisher will typically be a Web directory or
10 a large service provider such as America Online, Compuserve, Prodigy and the like that offers
their own information and online resources, as well as Internet access.
an 1': ﬁf ne +
o Once the user is on-line, 1.e., connected to the Internet througha-Interset Service Provider
(1SP), the link 17 to the Web site 5 is established by “entering” the address, i.e , the uniform
resource locator (URL), of the Web site S into the Web browser 3. Once the link 11 is
15 established, the Web browser 3 sends a download request signal 11a to the Web site 5. In
response, the Web site 5 downloads information, indicated by the reference numeral 11b, to the
user's Web browser 3 The downloaded information includes a Web page 7 having a banner 9.
The banner 9 is an area of the Web page 7 that can be used to display logos, etc., that will .
hopefully entice a user reading the banner to obtain further information pertaining to the banner
20 As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, a Web page is a hypertexi file or source

located on a specific computer. The hypertext source includes text as well as instructions for the

6

WTS000020



Case 1:08-cv-03139-RRM -RER Document 49-2 Filed 03/17/10 Page 22 of 94

3601
user’s browser as to how to display such text. The instructions are coded using a set of
specifications referred to as Hypertext Markup Language (HTML).

The hypertext source contains one or more hypertext “links” that “point,” i.e., provide the
address, to another hypertext file. If a user wishes to “follow” the link, the user can “click” on it,
5 such as by depressing a mouse button. The user’s browser then connects to the appropriate Web
site {(computer), as dictated by the URL associated with the link, and sends a download request
signal for a copy of the hypertext sohrce associated with the URL. When the copy arrives, the
browser displays the file in a format dictated by the HTML, generating a Web page on the user’s
browser Included in the downloaded copy are the specifications of the banner 9 and associated
10 links
If enticed by the banner 9, the user can “click” on it, assuming the banner has a link
associated with it. In the prior art, a banner typically points to the Web site 17 of the advertiser.
A download request signal 19a is sent from the user’s Web browser 3 to the advertiser’s Web site
A 17. The Web site-5downloads information, indicated by the reference numeral 19b, to the
15 user’s Web browser 3. The downloaded information is a copy of a hypertext source file operable
1o generate a Web page of the advertiser.
FIG. 2 shows an exemplary embodiment of an on-line third party accounting and -
statistical system 1 according to the present invention. As shown in FIG. 2, the system 1
includes the elements of FIG. 1, as well as the Web site 13 of a third party accounting and
20 statistical service, and the link created between the user’s Web browser and the third party Web
site 13. With the addition of the Web site 13 of the third party service, and appropriate

7
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programming, the information flow between the user and the various Web sites changes, as
described below.

As described above for conventional systems, the link 11 to the Web site 5 is established
by entering the URL of the Web site 5 into the Web browser 3. Once the link 11 is established,
the Web browser 3 sends a download request signal 11a to the Web site 5. In response, the Web
site 5 downloads information, indicated by the reference numeral 11b, to the user’s Web browser
3. The downloaded information includes a copy of the requested hypertext source file operable
to generate a Web page 7 having a banner 9. |

As before, if the user is interested in more information about the banner 9, he may click
onit. According to the present invention, the banner 9 poiats to the third party Web site 13
rather than the advertiser’s Web site 17 as in conventional arrangements. As such, in a system
according to the present invention, clicking on the banner 9 establishes a link between the user’s
Web browser 3 and the third party Web site 13 This is facilitated by the operation described in
operation block 101 of the flow diagram of FIG. 3, which is an exemplary method according to
the present invention. According to operation block 101, the hypertext file that generates the
Web page 7 and the baoner 9 is edited or originally coded so that the banner 9 is operable, in
conjunction with the user’s Web browser 3, to form a hypertext link to the third party Web site
13 when clicked upon. The aforementioned coding includes the URL pointing to the third party ~
site 13.

If a user clicks on the banner 9 forming a Jink to the third party, then, as indicated in
operation block 103 of FIG. 3, the third party accounting and statistical service 13 receives a

8
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download request signa!l 15a from the user’s Web browser 3. The third party service 13 accepts
the download request signal 15a and increments a counter that keeps track of the number of
received request signals, as indicated in operation block 105. Additionally, the third party
service 13 logs a variety of information available from the user’s Web browser 3. Such

5 information can include the origin of the user, the address of the banner publisher, and so forth.
In this manner, the third party service 13 accumulates statistical information useful to the banner
publisher and the advertiser.

The download request received by the third party service 13 is ultirnately intended to
obtain information from the advertiser. As such, the third party service 13 re-directs the received
10 download request signal to the advertiser’s Web site 17, as indicated in operation block 107.
Specifically, the redirect request 15b is sent to the user’s Web browser 3 from the third party
Web site 13, and, from the browser, a download request 19a is sent to the advertiser’s Web site
-17. Once the download request signal is received by the advertiser, the advertiser’s Web page is
downloaded to the user’s Web browser 3 as indicated by reference numeral 19b. The method is
15 transparent from the user’s point of view; he is not aware of the “detour” to the third party
service 13.
In one embodiment, operation blocks 105 and 107 can be accomplished as follows. A
Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) server program at the third party’s site 13 is configured to .
issue a “302” redirect response when a specific URL is requested. Such configuration involves
20 editing a configuration file for the HTTP server program. When the specific URL is requested,
the request itself and Web browser 3 information is recorded, and the redirect to the intended

9
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URL, ie., the advertiser’s Web site, is issued. In this manner, the user is transparently redirected
to the advertiser’s Web site 17

1t will be appreciated that an advertiser may wish to advertise at more than one location,
L.e., more than one banner-publishing site. If so, the advertiser will presumably want to know,
among other statistics, the effectiveness of each of the publishing sites, i.e., which site generates
the most visits to the advertiser’s Web site 17. Likewise, a banner-publishing site may wish to
display the advertising, i.e., banner, of more than one advertiser. In a further embodiment, the
present invention can tally clicks and generate statistics for multiple banner-publishing sites and
multiple advertisers. This is accomplished by using multiple URLs, each pointing to different
entry points at the third party Web site 13. The third party Web site, more properly its server,
accepts the incoming URLSs, accumulates statistics, and redirects each user’s Web browser 3 to
the intended (advertiser’s) Web site in the manner previously described. Thus, clicks originating
from different publishing sites, as well as those intended for different advertisers, are each
directed to different entry points at the third party Web site 13. Assigning inu]tiplé URLs for
this purpose is illustrated by the example below.

For the present example, there are two banner publishers, “Pub A” and “Pub B” and
three advertisers “Ban 1,” “Ban 2” and “Ban 3.” Advertisers Ban 1 and Ban 2 have their banners
displayed at both publishers’ Web sites. Advertiser Ban 3 displays its banner only with Pub A.

Exemplary URLSs for the five banners are as follows.

10
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Banner

Publisher  Advediser URL

5 Pub A Ban ] http./iwww genesis.com/pubasbanl

Pub A Ban2 http:/fwww.genesis.com/puba/ban2
v Pub A Ban3 hitp//www.genesis.com/puba/ban3
Pub B Ban 1 http://www genesis.com/pubb/banl
Pub B Ban2 http://www genesis.com/pubb/ban2
10
T Thus, while advertiser Ban 1's banner at publisher A points to entry point “puba/ban]” at the
third party Web site 13, Ban I's banner at publisher B poiats to entry point “pubb/banl.” In this
manter, the present invention can handle multiple banner publishers and multiple advertisers.
As appropriate, the third party accounting and statistical service 13 can provide a report
15 to the advertiser and/or the banner publisher. The report may include statistics such as, for
example, the number of clicks on the banner 5, the percentage of clicks that result from the
banner 5 being displayed on a particular banner publisher’s Web page if the total number of
impressions is known, the number of clicks on the banner per day, the date and time of each
click, the origin of the user and so forth. Additionally, the report may include correlations
20 developed from such statistics and illustrative charts and graphs Typically, such a report would
be provided on a regular basis.
While the present invention finds particular utility for use in conjunction with the
Internet, and, more specifically, the World Wide Web (WWW), it can be applicable to other

11

WTS000025



Case 1:08-cv-03139-RRM -RER Document 49-2 Filed 03/17/10 Page 27 of 94

i 3601
suitably-configured networks, as well. Thus, in a more generally applicable embodiment, the
present invention provides a system and a method for third party accounting on a network
consisting of a plurality of nodes, wherein a user at a first node views a first quantity of
information provided by a second node (publisher) for the benefit of a fourth node (advertiser).

5 Although specific embodiments of this invention have been shown and described herein,
it is to be understood that these embodiments are merely illustrative of the many possible specific
arrangements and methods that can be devised in application of the principles of the invention.
Numerous and varied other arrangements and methods can be devised in accordance with these

- principles by those of ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and spirit of the

10 invention.
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I claim: ‘\

ethod for on-line third party accounting, wherein a publisher having a first

Web site publishes advertising for an advertiser having a second Web site, the method

comprising the steps o
(A)  receiving, 4t a third party Web site, a download request signal from a user’s Web
browser, wﬁi h signal is ultimately intended for the advertiser’s Web site;

(B)  incrementing a counter, at the third party Web site, in response to receiving the

download request signal and logging information available from the Web

browser; and

(C)  redirecting the download reguest signal to the advertiser’s Web site.

S

AU\»\O 2. The method of claim 1 wherein the\advertising is a banner capable of forming a
\ hypertext link to the third party Web site, and further anrising the step of associating, with

O\/ " the banner, coding operable to form the hypenexf link.

\

3. The method of claim 1 wherein step (B) furthek&mprises logging at least one of

either the origin of the user and the address of the banner publishe;ls.\

\\ .
4 The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of preparing a report for one

or both of the advertiser and the publisher, the report comprising the numbey of download request

signals counted in step (B). \'\\
\

Y 13 )
lr ,‘ / \
’[ R
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5. The\pethod of claim 1 wherein step (C) further comprises configuring a
Hypertext Transfer Protocol server program at the third party’s Web site to issue a 302 redirect

response when a specific Dgiform Resource Locator is requested.

6. The method of clalyn 5 wherein step (C) further comprises editing a contfiguration

file for the HTTP server program.

7 A method for third party accunting on a network, the network consisting of a
plurality of nodes, wherein a user at a first nodé\views a first quantity of information provided by
~ \ﬁ a second node for the benefit of a fourth nade, the\method comprising the steps of:
b \)" \ (A)  receiving, at a third node, a signal frofy the first node, which signal is ultimately
(}J intended for the fourth node;
(B) i‘ncrementing a counter in response to receiying the signal; and

(C)  redirecting the signal through the first node td\the fourth node.

8 The method of claim 7 wherein step (A) further coxnprises receiving a download

request signal.
9. An on-line third party accounting system for counting the humber of times that

any one of a plurality of users, each using a2 Web browser to view a banner oy a Web page, click

14
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on }}re\banner to obtain additional information, wherein the banner is displayed by a first party
for the benefjt of a second party, the system comprising:

a commubhigations link established between the Web browser of at least one user of the
phurality clicking on the\banner and a third party computer, the link established when the user
clicks on the banner;

the third party computer, Which computer is programmed to count download request
signals received from the Web browserof the at least one user when the user clicks on the

5//‘/ 9 banner, each download request signal correspanding to a click on the banner, the third party
C}J *  computer further programmed to send a redirect signal to the Web browser of the at least one
user; wherein,

once the redirect signal is received by the Web browserja communications link is
established between the Web browser and a computer of the secondarty, and a signal is sent to
the second party computer, which second party computer responds by do

additional information to the Web browser.

il e ' ,

15
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IN THE UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Declaration and Power of Attorney
As the below named inventor, I hereby declare that:
My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name.

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor of the subject maiter which is claimed and
for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled THIRD-PARTY ON LINE ACCOUNTING
SYSTEM AND METHOD THEREFOR the specification of which is attached hereto.

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified
specification, including the claims, as amended by an amendment, if any, specifically referred to in
this oath or declaration.

T acknowledge the duty to disclose all information known to me which is material to
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 1.56.

Thereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, 119 of any foreign
application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any
foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before that of the
application on which priority is claimed:

None

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 120 of any United States
application(s) listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application
is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner provided by the first paragraph
of Title 35, United States Code, 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose all information known to
me to be material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 1.56 which
became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT
international filing date of this application:

.

None

I'hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made arc punishable by
fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that
such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued
thereon.
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1 hereby appoint the following attorney with full power of substitution and revocation, to
prosecute said application, to make alterations and amendments therein, to receive the patent, and
1o transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith:

Wayne S. Breyer Reg. No.: 38:089%.
Jason Paul Demont  Reg. No.; 35,793

Please address all correspondence to: Wayne S. Breyer, LAW OFFICES OF WAYNE S.
_ BREYER, 35 Malus Lane, Middletown, New Jersey 07748, Telephone calls should be made to
Wayne S. Breyer by dialing Area Code (908) 706-3497. i

Full name of sole inventor: ~ Daniel Vw;x.[cr VWD

Inventor's signature M WDate / L)/ (}I/I /é

Residence: Braoklyn, New York }\N

Citizenship: U.S.

Post Office Address: 481 Stratford Road
Brooklyn, New York 11218
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Patent

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Verified Statement Claiming Small Entity Status
Under 37CFR 1.9(f) & 1.27(b) - Independent Inventor

Applicant.  Daniel D. Wexler

Serial No.:  nfa

Filed. n/a
Title: THIRD-PARTY ON LINE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM AND METHOD
THEREFOR

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that I qualify as an independent inventor as defined
in37 CFR 1.9(c) for purposes of paying reduced fees to the Patent and Trademark Office

described in:
X the specification filed herewith with title as listed above.
o the application identified above

1 have not assigned, granted, conveyed or licensed and am under no obligation under contract of
law to assign, grant, convey or license, any rights in the invention to any person who would not
qualify as an independent inventor under 37 CFR 1 9(c) if that person had made the invention, or
to any concern that would not qualify as a small business concern under 37 CFR 1.9(d) or a
nonprofit organization under 37 CFR 1.9(e).

Each person, concern or organization to which I have assigned, granted, conveyed, Jicensed or
am under an obligation under contract or law to assign, grant, convey or license any rights in the
invention is listed below.

x No such person, concern or organization exists

] Each such person, concern or organization is listed below.
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Separate verified statements are required from each named person, concern or organization
having rights to the invention averring to their status as small entities. (37 CFR 1.27)

Lacknowledge the duty to file, in this application or patent, notification of any change in status
resulting in Joss of entitlement to small entity status prior to paying, or at the time of paying, the
earliest of the issue fee or any maintenance fee due after the date on which status as a small entity
is no longer appropriate.

[ hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these
statements were made with the knowledge that wiliful false statements and the like so made are
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States
Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application, any
patent issuing thereon, or any patent to which this verified statement is directed.

Daniel D. Wexler

Name of Inventor Name of Inventor Name of Inventor
Sig/nature of Inventor Signature of Inventor Signature of Inventor
p/1 fie

Date Date ’ Date
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IN THE UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

INVENTORC(S) Daniel D. Wexler

CASE 3601

TITLE THIRD-PARTY ON LINE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM AND METHOD
THEREFOR

THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS ,

BOX PATENT APPLICATION !

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231
SIR: /
Enclosed are the following papers relating to the above-named application for patent:

15 Pages of Specification (including 3 pages of claims)
1 Page of Abstract
2 Sheets of drawing(s) .
Declaration and Power of Attorney
Verified Statement Claiming Small Entity Status
Return Postcard

.

This filing is by a small entity. A verified statement under 37 CFR 1.9(f) & 1.27(b) is attached.

CLAIMS AS FILED
NO. FILED NO. EXTRA RATE CALCULATIONS

Total Claims 9 -20= 0 x 811 = $ -0-
Independent
Claims 3-3= 0 x $40 = $ -0-
Multiple Dependent
Claim(s), if applicable $130= $ -0-
Basic Fee $385.00

TOTAL FEE: $385.00
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Please file the application. A check in the amount of $385.00 is enclosed to cover the filing fee.

Please address all correspondence to: Wayne §. Breyer, LAW OFFICES OF WAYNE S.
BREYER, 35 Malus Lare, Middletown, N.J. 07748. Telephone calls should be made to Wayne
S. Breyer at (908) 706-3497.

Respectfully,

LAW OFFICES OF WAYNE S. BREYER

By K(Dm,u%ﬁ‘?q _

Wayne S. B(reyer é‘
Reg. No.: 38,089

Attorney for Applicant

35 Malus Lane .
Middletown, N.J. 07748

Date: October 2, 1996

375 Mt mailing label number EG6542807 4708
~osit _Qcdofen of 1994
- zedify that this pspar or fee o dalng deposited: with
“* States Posisl Service “Exprass MeM Post Office to
& " service under 37 CFR 1,10 on the dete indicated above
-ssed to the Commissionar of Patents snd Trademarks,
- D.C, 20238,

(- «or printad nams of persan meling peper or feo)

0oy f Ay,

oo of pmoﬂ matin~ paper or ff\
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%} UNITED STATES DE. .ATMENT OF COMMERCE

;‘% Patent and Trademark Offica

oxres o Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS
Washington, D.C. 20231

| aprucaTion numEER | FILING DATE | FIRET NAMED APPLICANT 1 ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 1
37789, hal FRLES B W1 BEXLER f A ]
: LMt a7y f ART UNT T _earcn Numeen ]

Wi /NE S BREVER

MR I 1 ] AT N v

SE MaLils LAdME al
MILDLETOWN MY 07 74u

DATE MAILED:

N2/1379
This is a communication from the examiner In chargs of your application.
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

p o OFFICE ACTION SUMMARY
THG AP 0
E’Respon;;lve t;\sommalsle?ﬁ?nfs-)ﬂed on l D / l i !/ QIS

{7 This action Is FINAL.

{1 Since this application is in condition for aflowance oxcept for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1985 D.C. 11; 453 Q.G. 213.

A shortened statutory perlod for responge to this action is set 1o expire 3 month(s), or thirty days,
whichever Is fonger, from the mailing date of this communication. Fallure to respond within the period for response will cause

the appilcation to becoms abandonad. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extenslons of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR
1.138(a).

Disposition of Claims :
X Craim(s) l — q

Of the abova, claim(s)

Is/are pending in the application.

is/are withdrawn from consideration.

[ Claim(s) is/are allowed.
e 9 is/are rejected.
] Claim(s) Is/are objected to.
{1 Claims are subject to restriction or election requirement.

Application Papers

@. Sae the attached Notica of Draﬂsberson’s Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948.
[ The drawing(s) filed on

Is/are objected to by the Examiner,

[3 The proposed drawing correction, filed on is [J approved [ disapproved.

O The specification Is objacted to by the Examiner.
[J The oath or declaration is objacted to by the Examiner.
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
(] Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). .
0O At T some® 1 None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been
] received.

{3 received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number)

] received in this nationa! stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
“Certilied coples not received:

[ Acknowledgement is mads of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(s).
Attachment(s)

g Notice of Reference Cited, PTO-892

{J Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s).
T3 interview Summary, PTO-413
(Kf Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948
0 Notice of informal Patent Application, PTO-152

- SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES ~

°T0L-328 {Rev. 1085) * US GPO. 1996-409-230:40029
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Serial Nurber: 08/729,188 Page 2

Art Unit: 2764

1. This application has been examined. Claims 1-9 are pending.

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: page 5 line 9, the reference
to “FIG. 1" (the prior art) should instead be to “FIG. 2" (showing the instant invention); and page 7
line 14, “Web site 5" should instead be “Web site 17". Appropriate correction is required.

3. Claims 3, 5 and 9 are objected to as failing w particularly point out and distinctly claim the
subject matter which appliéant regards as his invention. See 37 C.F.R. § 1.75(a) and M.P.E.P.

§ 608.01(1).

The examiner has made several assumptions at this point of the exémination, especially as it
relates to antecedent basis, that will be clear from reading the paragraphs concerning claim objections
below. These assumptions concern the examiner's suggestions of alternative claim language which
appear to add a clearer understanding to the claims. These assumptions are carried through the
remainder of the examination of the claimed limitations. Applicant should inform the examiner in any
response to this office action if any of these assumptions are incorrect and make appropriate changes
to the claims.

Correction of the following is required:

A. Claim 3 states that it is dependent on claim 1 when it is believed that applicant intended this
claim to be dependent on claim 2; this supposition is further supported by the phrase “the banner
publisher” in line 2 of claim 3 when no “banner” is introduced until claim 2 (note, however that “the
banner publisher” still does not have proper antecedent basis in either claim 1 or in claim 2).

B. Claim 5 line 2, the acronym “(HTTP)” should be added after “Hypertext Transfer Protocol”

and before “server” since claim 6 references “the HTTP server”.

WTS000039



Case 1:08-cv-03139-RRM -RER Document 49-2 Filed 03/17/10 Page 41 of 94
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Art Unit: 2764

C. Claim 9 lines 6 and 9 each mention “the user” when “the at least one user” has afready been
used, and has established proper antecedent basis.
4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled 10 a patent unless -

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States
before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled
the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention thereof by the
applicant for patent,

5. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by any single one
of the following:

a) Graber et al. (US 5,712,979) (see at least the abstract, column 5 line 25 to colurmn 7 line 15,
and column 10 line 45 to column 15 line 55, particularly the discussions concering the “co-marketer”,
“redirecting”, and “bounty payment”);

b) Graber et al. (US 5,717,860) (see at least the abstract, column 5 line 24 to column 7 line 14,
and coluran 10 line 38 to column 15 line 21, particularly the discussions concerning the “co-marketer”,
“redirecting”, and “bounty payment™); or

<) Kirsch (see at least the abstract and the remainder of the document, with particular attention

being drawn to the “redirecting” operation and the “accounting data” logged).
Referring to the claims, each of the references discloses a third-party which logs specific data
concerning the path which a user took to get to that location, and a redirection operation which sends

the user to their preferred location based on the advertisement which they “clicked” in the first place.
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Art Unit: 2764

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's
disclosure.

The cited but not applied references disclose various network based tracking systems.
Particular attention should be drawn to the non-patent literature concerning the products I’PRO and
I/COUNT (“Research Firms Strive for Web Tracking That Counts”) and the product Lilypad
(“Streams Readies Release of Breakthrough Internet Media Planning and Assessment™).

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner
should be directed to Eric Stamber whose telephone number is (703) 305-8469. The examiner can
normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 6:30 AM to 5:00 PM.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor,
Todd Voeltz, can be reached at (703) 305-9714.

The fax number for Formal or Official faxes to the Electrical Cluster is (703) 308-9051 or
9052. Draft or Informal faxes for this Art Unit can be submitted to (703) 308-5357.

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directzd to
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900.

EWS
July 9, 1998

L
Eric W. Stamber

Patent Examiner
Art Unit 2764
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FORM PTO-892 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE | SER!AL NO. GROUP, .: JNIT | ATTACHMENT
~ABATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE TO PAPER NO. 2
08/729,188 2764
NOTICE OF REFERENCES CITED SR
Daniet D. Wexler
- DOCUMENT NO. DATE NAME CLASS | sus-cLass | FILING DATE
A 6220655 6/93 Tsutsui 395 200.54
B 5353508 10/94 Rossides 705 30
C 55637314 7196 Kanter 705 14
D 5557721 9/96 Fite et al. 708 14
E 5572643 11/96 Judson 395 200.48 10/95
F 5712979 1/98 Graber et al, 395 200.54 996
G 5717860 2/98 Graber et al. 395 200.57 9195
H 5740549 4/98 Reilly ot al. 705 14 6/95
! 5751956 5/98 Kirsch 395 200.33 2/96
J
K
* DOCUMENT NO. DATE COUNTRY NAME CLASS SUBCTLASS
L
M
N
o]
P
Q
OTHER REFERENEES
Streams Prass Rak it Reoadies Relsase of Breakthrough internet Media Planning and A ent”,
i http://streams.com/press release hml, 8/31/95, pp. 1-2.
s “Research Firms Strive for Web Tracking That Counts”, Interactive Markating News, Vol. 2, No. 13, June 23, 1995.
i . W3 Orgaruzation, “HTTP Request Fields”, hup:/iwww.w3.0rg/pub/WWWiPretocols/HTTP/HTRQ Headers.huml, 5/3/34, pp’ 1-5
EXAMNER DATE
Ernc VJ. Stamber July 9. 1998 Form 892BMR2107
* A copy of this raference 1s not being furnished with this office action.
See Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, saction 707.05(a).)ENERECORD
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'S DEPARTMENT OF COMMIERCE - Patent and Tiaderark Othee Appheahon No 7Zq_ [68

NOTICE OF DRAFTSPERSON’S PATENT DRAWING REVIEW

<11 Drafipersons review all ongunally liled drawings regardless of whether they are designated as formal or mformal. Additicnudly,
pate o Examiners will review the drawings for compliance with the regulations. Direct telephone inquiries concernmg thus review to

ihe Drawing Review Branch, 703-305-8404,

f{
The Grawings filed (mnsert date), l C ‘ / l ! i b are
AL nat nhjected to by the I undfr 37 CFR 1.84 or 1.152,
B\__ /. _ pbjecieid 1o by the Draftsperson under 37 CFR 184 or 1.152 as
el clow. The Examiner will require submission of new, cormrected
drawlags when necessary. Carrected drawings must be submitted
acens fing to 1he instructions on the back of this Notice
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4. T'YPE OF PAPER. 37 CFR 1.84(c)
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Sheet(s),
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3. S ZE OF PAPER. 37 CFR L.84(f) Acccplable sizcs:
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Serial No. 08/729,188 D.D. Wexler 1

IN THE UNITED STATES %éz

PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

/
Patent Application - - |
Lentificate of Maiting
Inventor: Daniel D. Wexlg < € Ve, ereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with
A @ Tt} United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first

Case: 1 mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner
Serial No.: 08/729,188 Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on November 13, 1998
Filing Date: Oct. 11, 1996 3 _ﬂme OfPCfson:Sisning gs MWW

ignature \3 g
Group Art Unit: 2764 :

Examiner: E.W. Stamber RECE‘V ED

Title: Third Party On-Line Accounting System and Method Therefor
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS NOV 25 1998
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 G\'OUp 270@
SIR:

}{ ¥ 7

Applicants respectfully petitions the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to extend the time
for response for the Office action dated July 13, 1998 for one (1) month from October 13, 1998 to
November 13, 1998.

A check in the amount of $55.00 (applicant is a SMALL ENTITY) is included to cover the cost

of the extension. Duplicate copies of this petition are enclosed.

tfully,
J23/19% RIBRAHIN 00000035 0729188 Respectfully

. By mQ_Q:@W-
L Feats w0 w Jason Pau\DeMont
Attorney for Applicants
Reg. No. 35,793 ——
908-903-1255

Date: v \i% a9

DeMont & Breyer, L.L.C.

244 English Place

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-2744
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NOY 18 1398 o) IN THE UNITED STATES
% & PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

‘S;\K\ Q9
2 Q\\«‘
plication - T
Cenificate of Mailing

Inventor: Daniel D. Wexler I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with

the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first
Case: 1 class mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissi
Serial No.: 08/729.188 for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on November 13, 1998
Filing Date: Oct. 11, 1996 Name of person signing this certificate:

Signatu: rie® R ag
Group Art Unit: 2764 ¢
Examiner: E.W. Stamber
Title: Third Party On-Line Accounting System and Method Therefor HEC&' vied
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS Nov 25 1993
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231
SIR: o Group 2700

Enclosed are the following papers relating to the above-named application for patent:

1) Transmittal Letter with Certificate of Mailing (3x)

2) Amendment with Certificate of Mailing- 7 Pages

3) Petition of Extension of Time with Certificate of Mailing (3x)
4) Check for $55.00 Accompanying Petition of Extension of Time

Respectfully,
By Q.QJQ)JJ‘

Jason Pagil DeMont
Attorney for Applicant
Reg. No. 35,793

908-903-1255
Date: u ' 3 iﬁ‘b
DeMont & Breyer, L.L.C.

244 English Place
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-2744
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RECEIVED
IN THE UNITED STATES NOV 25 1998
ATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Group 2709
T : w
Inventor: Daniel D. Wexler 1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the % L{ l
United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class
Case: ! mail in an envelope fto: Assistant Commissi
Serial No.: 08/729.188 Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on November 13, 1998 }/
* /

i . 11, 6 Name of person sipningthi 9’
Filing Date Oct. 11, 199 ity Johi [
Group Art Unit: 2764 X
Examiner: E.W. Stamber !
Title: Third Party On-Line Accounting System and Method Therefor

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231

SIR:
AMENDMENT
In response to the Office action of July 13, 1998, please amend the above-identified application

as follows: -

IN_'H‘_IES_EEQF_ICAIIQ% —

Page 5, line9, Z?gt/é 1" to --FIG. 2--;

Page 6, line 12, ange "a Interngt’™t6 --an Internet--; and
Page 7, line 14, change mw::b site 17--,

. .

-

IN THE CLAIMS ™

A

Amend claim”]:

2
3

\
s
6

7

e

Amended) A method for {on-line third party] accounting, wherein a first publisher having a
first Web site and &econd publisher having a second Web site each publish{es] advertising for an

advertiser having a [second] Third Web site, the method comprising {the steps of]:

[(A)] receiving, at a [third party] fourth Web site, a first uniform resource locator {request

signal] from a first user’s Web browser, [whichdewnload signal] wherein the first uniform resource
locator is {ultimately intended for the advertiser’s Web site]obtained by the first user's Web browser
rom the first Web site where the niform resource logator is associatedwith advertising for the

( advertiser;

: ;o
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\ [(B)] [incrementing a counter] logging, at the fourth Web site, the receipt of the first uniform
[at the third party Web site], in response to [receiving] the receipt of the first uniform
r locator [download request signal and logging information available from the Web browser];
(and]
[(C)] redirecting [thg download request signal] , at the fourth Web site, the first user’s Web
browser to the [advertiser’s] thitd Web site in response to the receipt of the first download request
signalf.k

eceiving, at the fourth Web site, a sesond uniform resource locator from a second se eh
browser, wherein the second uniform resource locatar is obtained b e second user's Web browse
rom the second Web site where the second uniform resdurce locator is associated with advertising
for the advertiser;
ogging, at the fourth Web site, the receipt of the second Wiform resource locator in respo
directing, at the fourth Web site second s b_brow to.the third Web )
Iy 1 wi
2. (Amended) The method of claim | wherein the advertising i lisher is a

ficst banner [capable of forming a hypertext link] lhauwssm_wnh.lhﬁ.ﬁmt_uqunn_mmumﬂgm_z

{to the third party Web site], and the advertisi

is associated with the second uniform resource locator, {and further comprising the step of associating ,

with the banner, coding operable to form the hypertext link.)

3. (Amended) The method of claim 1 [wherein step (B)] further [comprises] comprising logging

at least one of either [the origin] an indicium of the identity of mw

of the identity of the [banner] first publisher.

4. (Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising [the step of] preparing a report for one
or both of the advertiser and the first publisher, the report comprising {the number] each receipt of the
first [download request signals counted in step (B)] uniform resource Jocator by the fourth Web site.

5. (Amended) The method of claim 1 [wherein step (C) further comprises] further comprising
configuring 2 Hypertext Transfer Protocol server program at the [third party’s] fourth Web site to issue a
302 redirsct response when [a specific Uniform Resource Locator is requested) the first uniform resource
i . ived.

-
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6. (Amended) The method of claim 5 [wherein step (C) further comprises] further comprising
editing a configuration file for the [HTTP} Hypertext Transfer Protocel server program.

(Amended) A method for third party accounting on a network [, the network consisting of]

comprises wplurality of nodes, wherein a [user at a first node views a first quantity of information

provided by a second rode for the benefit of a fourth fifth node,] first node and a second node each

publish advertising for a third\pde, the method comprising [the steps of]:

[(A)] receiving, at a [third]qurth node, a first download request signal from [the first] a fifth

node, which first requesidownload signal is [ultimately intended for the fourth node]

eceived by the fifth node from the node;

[(B) incrementing a counter in response tox¢eeiving the signal] logging, at the fourth node, the
receipt of the first download signal; [and

{(C) redirecting the signal through the first node to Yhe fourth node] iransmitting from the fourth
node a second request download signal to the fifth node, which second download reque
signal directs the fifth node towards the third node;

iving, at the fourth node, a third download request signal frot.a sixth node. which third

download request signal is received by the sixih node from thbsecond node:

logging, at the fourth node, the receipt of the third download request signalhand

transmitting fro ¢ fourth node a fourth download request signal to the sixth tede, which fourth

download request signal directs the sixth node to the third node.
8. (Amended) The method of claim 7 wherein [step (A) further comprises receiving a download
request signal.} i is a fir: i

HOG DY 11 AAnd nod

9. (Amended) [An on-line third party accounting system for counting the number of times that
any one of a plurality of users, each using a Web browser to view a banner on 2 Web page, click on the
banner to obtain additional information, wherein the banner is displayed by a first party for the benefit of
a second party, the system comprising:

a communications link established between the Web browser of at least one user of the plurality
clicking on the banner and a third party computer, the link established when the user clicks on the banner;

the third party computer, which computer is programmed to count download request signals

received from the Web browser of the at least one user when the user clicks on the banner, each download

)
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9 request signal corresponding to a click on the banner, the third party computer further programmed to
10 send aredirect signal to the Web browser of the at least one user; wherein,
n once the redirect signal is received by the Web browser, a communications link is established
12 between the Web browser and a computer of the second party, and a signal is sent to the second party
13 computer, which second party computer responds by downloading said additional information to the Web

14 browser.]

15 A meth mprisi

16 i

17

18 logging, in i i resource |

19 uniform resource locator:
20 ransmitting, in response to the receipt of the first uniform resource locator, a second uniform

22 second Web site that is associated with the advertiser;

23 ivin ird uniform r i1 m d brow: i ird wniform

\JK 28 t i e locator t
29 resource Jocator is associated with the second Web site,

1 : 10. (Add) The method of claim 9 wherein the first uniform resource locator is uniquely
2 associated with the first Web site and the second Web site, and wherein the third uniform resource locator
7/f " isuniquely associated with the second Web site and the third Web site.

1 11. (Add) The method of claim 9 wherein the first uniform resource locator is associated with a

2 first banner that is published by the first Web site and that is advertising for the advertiser and wherein the
3 third uniform resource locator is associated with 2 second banner that is published by the third Web site
4

and that is also advertising for the advertiser,

. REMARKS

The specification has been amended to correct inadvertent typographical errors.

Y
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Claims 1-9 were examined and rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103. Claims 1-9 have been amended to
clarify the distinction between the present invention and the prior art and claims 10 and 11 have been
added. Therefore, reconsideration is respectfully requested in light of the above amendments and the

following remarks.

Obiccti he Disel
The Office action objected to the disclosure because of the following informalities:
1. Atpage5, line 9, the reference to "FIG. 1" should instead have been to "FIG. 2." The
specification has been amended accordingly.
2. Atpage 7, line 14, the phrase "Web site 5" should be "Web site 17." The specification
has been amended accordingly.

The applicant wishes to thank Examiner Stamber for his careful proofreading of the specification.

Obiecti Claims 3, 5 and 9
The Office action objected to claims 3, S, and 9 under 37 C.F.R. 1.75(a) and MPEP 608.01(i). In

particular:

Claim 3 has been objected to because language in the claim could be read to suggest that it should
be dependent on claim 2, when, in fact, it is dependént on claim 1. The claim has been amended to
eliminate any ambiguity.

In Claim 5, the acronym "HTTP" was objected to and has been replaced with "Hypertext Transfer
Protocol.”

In Claim 9, each mention of "the user” after "the at least one user" confuses the issue of proper

antecedent basis. Claim 9 has been amended so as to make this objection moot.

35 U.S.C. 102 Rejection of Claims 19
Claims 1-9 were rejected under 35 U.5.C. 102(¢) as being anticipated by any one of the following
three references:
1. T.E. Graber et al., U.S. Patent 5,712,979, issued Jan, 27, 1998 (hereinafter "Graber 1");
2. T.E. Graber et al., U.S. Patent 5,717,860, issued Feb. 10, 1998 (hercinafter "Graber I"); and
3. 8.T. Kirsch, U.S. Patent 5,751,956, issued May 12, 1998 (hereinafter "Kirsch").
After studying the references, the claims have been amended to clarify the distinction between the
present invention and the prior art. In light of these amendments, however, the applicant respectfully

submits that the claims are now aliowable.
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Independent claims 1, 7 and 9, as amended, now recite, a node or Web site in a network that is
involved in the interplay of signals being transmitted among a plurality of nodes on a network. For
example, in claim 1, the interplay is between:

e afirst publisher {e.g., Yahoo, Infoseek, etc.) having a Web site;

¢ asecond publisher (e.g., Excite, HotBot, efc.) having a Web site;

e an advertiser (¢.g., Amazon.com, Sears, Ebay.com, efc.) having a Web site,

e afirst user who is attracted to the advertiser's Web site by advertising on the first publisher's

Web site,

* asecond user who is attracted to the advertiser's Web site by advertising on the second

publisher's Web site, and

» afourth Web site (i.e., the claimed invention) that is capable of keeping track of which
In other words, when there are multiple publisher's who publish advertising for an advertiser, the present
invention is ideal for tracking which publisher's Web site is responsible for referring each user to the
advertiser's Web site. This is neither taught nor suggested by any of the references, alone or in
combination.

Furthermore, the present invention, as recited in the claims, has other characteristics that give it
advantages over the prior art.

First, the present invention enables one site to perform the accounting for multiple publishers.
This is advantageous because the cost of the system can be amortized over more than one publisher and
because it enables an advertiser to get all of its statistics from a single source.

Second, the present invention enables the accounting site to be owned and operated by an
independent entity — one that is not associated with either the publisher or the advertiser. A
disadvantage with Internet accounting systems in the prior art is that the accounting is performed by either
the publisher or by the advertiser. And because the amount of money paid by the advertiser to the
publisher is dependent on the accounting statistics coliected, there is, or is perceived to be, the temptation
by the one doing the accounting to bias the statistics in its favor. In other words, advertisers don't
completely trust publishers to be honest and publishers don't completely trust advertisers either.

The situation is analogous to that in television advertising. Because television advertising fees
are based on ratings, television stations don't trust advertisers to tally the ratings and advertisers don't trust
television stations. Therefore, the need existed for an independent entity to tally television ratings, which
has been filled by the well-known A.C. Nielson Company.
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In the same way that television advertising needed an independent entity to tally ratings, the
Internet needs an independent entity to account for the referrals from publishers to advertisers. The
present invention enables that independent entity.

Third, the present invention can be used with, but does not require, "gverloaded" URLS like
Kirsch or specialized software like Kirsch, Graber I, and Graber II. Instead, the present invention is a
vastly more elegant solution to the problems addressed by Kirsch, Graber |, and Graber H. Remarkably,
the appropriate choice of domain names and appended path names provides the present invention with
enough information to both: (i) collect the appropriate accounting statistics, and (ii) redirect the incoming
URLS to the appropriate advertiser's site. This is sigaificant because it means that an accounting system
in accordance with the present invention can be constructed and operated for a fraction of the cost of a
system like that of Kirsch, Graber I, or Graber I1.

Fourth, with comparison to Kirsch, Kirsch uses "overloaded” URLs which can cause infinite re-
direction loops. (Kirsch Co. 9, lines 48-50). Because the present invention does not require overloaded
URLSs, the present invention does not have this potential problem.

Therefore, because the independent claims, claims 1, 7 and 9, recite the interplay between
multiple publishers, an advertiser, and an independent accounting Web site, the applicant respectfully
submits that the claims, as amended, overcome the rejection and are now allowable.

Because claims 2-6, 8 and 10-11 are dependent on either claim 1 or 7 or 9, the applicants

respectfully submit that they too are allowable.
r nsigeration Pu y .
Having responded to each and every ground for objection and rejection in the Office action
mailed July 13, 1998, applicants request reconsideration of the instant application pursuant to 37 CFR

1.111 and request that the Examiner allow claims 1-11 and pass the application to issue.

Respectfully,

Jason Pauj DeMont
Attorney Tor Applicant
Reg. No. 35,793
908-903-1255

Date: ngza?b
DeMont & Bteyer, L.L.C.

224 English Place
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
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f - | UNITED STATES wcPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
%% @ Patent and Trademark Office

Mares of Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

Washington, D.C. 20231 A J
| seetcanonnowesr | FILNG DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO |
IRVt B R 711 in/11/7%6 WEXLER ) 2601
I EXAMINER |
LMiz/ozay
VIAYNE S BREYER STAMEER, £
-ib MALLS LANE { arunt | papERNUMBER |
IIPILEYOMN NI 07748
27645
DATE MAILED:
02/09/33
This is a co ication from the iner in charge of your application. \S
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS
OFFICE ACTION SUMMARY

B’Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on 1] , { 3 J C??)
)'){ This action is FINAL.

[J since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is closed in
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 D.C. 11; 453 0.G. 213.

——
A shorteried statutory period for response to this action is set to expire. 3 month{s), or thiny days,
whichevar is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause

the application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extenslons of time may be abtained under the provisions of 37 CFR
1.136(3).

Disposition of Claims

E{Claem(s) l —_ l , is/are pending in the application.
Of the above, claim(s)

is/are withdrawn from consideration.

{5 Clam(s) is/are allowed.
: Claim(s) J —1{) isfare rejected.
O Clamg(s) is/are objected ta.
] Cilaims are subject to restriction or election requirement.

Application Papers
[J 8=e the attached Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948.

3 The drawing(s) filed on isfare objected to by the Examiner.
3 The proposed drawing correction, filed on is (J approved [J disapproved.

[ The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
(2 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner.
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
1 Acknewledgemant is made of a ciaim for foreign priority under 35 US.C. § 1 19(a)-(d).
C Anl i3 some* T None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been
 received.

I_1 received In Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number)}

i} received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

*Cettified copies not received:

| Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e).
Attachment(s)
A Notice of Reference Cited, PTO-892
i} Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s).
.- Inlerview Summary, PTO-413
* Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review, PT0-948
f Informat Patent Application, PTO-152
- SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES —

T

+ US GPO 1996-4C9 290.2002%
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1. This action is responsive to the amendment filed 11/13/98. As per applicants request, claims 1-

9 have been amended and newly introduced claims 10 and 11 have been entered. Claims 1-11 remain
pending.

2. Applicant has corrected various inconsistencies previously noted in the disclosure, therefore
the objection to the disclosure for informalities is withdrawn.

3. Claim 7 is objected to as failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter
which applicant regards as his invention. See 37 C.F.R. § 1.75(a)and M.P.E.P. § 608.01(F).

The examiner has made several assumptions at this point of the examination, especially as it
relates to antecedent basis, that will be clear from reading the paragraphs concerning claim objections
below. These assumptions concern the examiner's suggestions of alternative claim language which
appear 10 add a clearer understanding to the claims. These assumptions are carried through the
remainder of the examination of the claimed limitations. Applicant should inform the examiner in any
response o this office action if any of these assumptions are incorrect and make appropriate changes
to the claims.

Correction of the following is required:

Claim 7 line 6 mentions "first request download signal” when "first download request signal” is
more accurate and has been previously used. Line 9 mentions "the first download signal” when "ﬂu;

first download request signal” would be better. Line 11 mentions "second request download signal”

when "second download request signal” is more accurate.
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4. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing

to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the
invention.

A. Claim 1 lines 14-15 mention "the first download request signal" when none has been
previously discussed, thus not only Jacking proper antecedent basis in the claim but also being
confusing as the item is mentioned in such a way as to lead one to believe that it either should have
been mentioned before or was mentioned before, but using different terminology. Lines 21 and 23
each mention "the second download request signal” when none was previously discussed, thus not
only lacking proper antecedent basis in the claim but also being confusing as the item is mentioned in
such a way as to lead one to believe that it either should have been mentioned before or was
mentioned before, but using different terminology.

B. Claims 2-6 are rejected as being dependent on claim 1 discussed above.

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States
before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled
the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention thereof by the
applicant for patent. .

6. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by any single one
of the following:

a) Graber et al. (US 5,712,979) (see at least the abstract, column 5 line 25 to column 7 line 15,
and column 10 line 45 to column 15 line 55, particularly the discussions concerning the “co-marketer”,

“redirecting”, and “bounty payment”);
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b) Graber et al. (US §,717,860) (sce at least the abstract, column 5 line 24 to column 7 line 14,
and column 10 line 38 to column 15 line 21, particularly the discussions concerning the “co-marketer”,
“redirecting”, and “bounty payment™);

¢) Kirsch (sec at least the abstract and the remainder of the document, with particular attention
being drawn to the “redirecting” operation and the “accounting data” logged); or

d) Graber et al. (US 5,812,769) (see at least the abstract, column 5 tine 25 to column 7 line 15,
and column 10 line 39 to column 14 line 44, particularly the discussions concerning the "co-marketer”.

“redirecting”, and "bounty payment"}.

Referring to the claims, each of the references discloses a third-party which logs specific data
concerning the path which a user took to get to that location, and a redirection operation which sends
the user to their preferred location based on the advertisement which they “clicked” in the first place.
Note, the "publisher”, "Web site", and "advertiser” language of the claims does not contribute a
patentable distinction over the prior art since these items are inherent in the World Wide Web.

7. Applicant's arguments filed 11/13/98 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive.

As per the rejections under 35 USC 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by any of the, now,
three separate Graber et al. references or the single Kirsch reference, the rejections are maintained and
the new Graber et al. reference is included and all reference rejections are extended to cover the newly
introduced claims 10 and 11, as applicant's arguments are not persuasive. .

Applicant, at the top of page 6, goes through a lengthy example of the underlying method
using real world examples of the various Web sites, publishers and advertisers, however the examiner

submits that this example, and the claim limitations to which it corresponds, are clearly disclosed by

each of the references in just the abstract of each reference:
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a) Graber et al. (US 5,712,979):

"A method and apparatus for tracking the navigation path of a user that has been
directed to a second site on the WWW from a first site on the WWW. A URL is received at
the second WWW site when the user is directed from the first site to the second site. At the
second WWW site, information representative of an identity of the first WWW site is captured
by identifying a first code in the URL. A destination web page is determined for the user, and
arevised destination web page is formed by attaching a second code representative of the
identity of the first WWW site into at least one selected web page link associated with the

destination web page. The revised destination web page is then transmitted to the user.”
b) Graber et al. (US 5,717,860):

"A method and apparatus for tracking the navigation path of a user that has been
directed to a second site on the World Wide Web (WWW) from a first site on the WWW. The
first site has a universal resource locator (URL) symbol for uniquely identifying an address of
the ﬁrs} site on the WWW, and the second site has a URL symbol for uniquely identifying an
address of the second site on the WWW. A composite URL symbol is received at the second
WWW site when the user is directed from the first site to the second site. The composite URL
symbol has a first portion corresponding to the URL symbol of the second site, and a second
portion that includes information corresponding to the identity of the first site. Information
representative of the identity of the first WWW site 1s captured at the second WWW site from
the second portion of the composite URL. The identity of the first WWW site is then
determined at the second WWW site by comparing information from the second portion of the
coraposite URL to a table having a plurality of entries each of which is representative of z;
known WWW site.”

¢) Kirsch:

"A Web server computer system provides for server based controlled management over

a client reference to a resource locator independently selected by a client computer system and
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referencing a server external Web server. The Web server system provides a client system with
a predetermined URL reference to the Web server system encoded with predetermined
redirection and accounting data including a reference to a second server system. On receipt by
the first Web server system of the predetermined URL reference from the client system, the
predetermined redirection and accounting data is decoded from the predetermined URL and
processed by the Web server system to provide the client system with a redirection message
including the reference to the second server system. The accounting data is processed by the

Web server system and resulting data is selectively stored by the Web server system.”
d) Graber et al. (US 5,812,769):

"A method and apparatus for redirecting a user from a first location on the WWW 10 a
second location on the WWW, wherein relative URL addressing is used during the redirecting
process. A signal is received from the first location indicating that the user wishes to move
from the first location on the WWW to the second location on said WWW. In response to the
signal, a current URL representing an address of the first location on the WWW and a
destination URL portion representative of an address of the second location on the WWW are
passed to a redirecting means. The current URL includes first and second portions. A
destination URL is formed with redirecting means by substituting the destination URL portion
in place of the second portion in the current URL, wherein the destination URL represents a
relative address of the second location on the WWW. The user is then moved from the first
location on the WWW to the second location on the WWW in accordance with the destination

URL formed by the redirecting means."

It is clear from at least these abstracts and the other referenced portions of each individual
reference that applicant’s claimed limitations are met by the references.

Applicant next argues, on the remainder of page 6 through 7, that the present invention has

other characteristic advantages over the prior art.
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The first being that "the present invention enables one site to perform the accounting for
multiple publishers.”, however the "redirecting" site of each of the references clearly performs this
same function.

The second being that "the present invention enables the accounting site to be owned and
operated by an independent entity -- one that is not associated with either the publisher or the
advertiser.", however the examiner submits that the “redirecting site" of the references is an
independent entity. Reference is made to a "co-marketer”, however this is only because they have the
Web site URL on their page. Nevertheless, this argument is moot since the claimed limitations do not
reflect such an argument.

The third being that "the present invention can be used with, but does not require, 'overloaded'
URLs like Kirsch or specialized software like Kirsch, Graber I, and Graber 11", however this
argument is not readily understood as the "redirecting" operation of either Kirsch or any of the Graber
et al. references acts to record accounting data, and then redirect the user to the Web site which they
requested in the same fashion as claimed and described by applicant. The "overloaded URLs"
argument is moot as the claimed limitations do not reflect such an argument.

The fourth being that "with comparison to Kirsch, Kirsch uses ‘overloaded' URLs which can
cause infinite redirection loops.", again it is not apparent how'this "overloaded URLs" argument
applies to the claims. The examiner submits, and will state again, that each of the references discloses
a third-party which logs specific data concerning the path which a user took to get to that location,
and a redirection operation which sends the user to their preferred location based on the advertisement

which they “clicked” in the first place.
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For these reasons the rejection is maintained as set forth in section 6 above.

8 Applicant’s amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-
MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the
advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be cdctﬁated from
the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire
later than SIX MONT HS from the date of this final action.

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner
should be directed to Eric Stamber whose telephone number is (703) 305-8469. The examiner can

normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 6:30 AM to 4:00 PM.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor,
Allen MacDonald, can be reached at (703) 305-9708.

The fax number for Formal or Official faxes to Technology Center 2700 is (703) 308-9051 or
9052. Draft or Informal faxes for this Art Unit can be submitted to (703) 308-5397.

-

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900.

EWS

February 4, 1999 Z»:]Jm

Eric W. Stamber
Primary Examiner
Art Unit 2765
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IN THE UNITED STATES Ofﬁci
: PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
,f Patent Application Certificate of Transmission
. Inventor: Daniel D. Wexler 1 hereby centify that this pondence is being fi il
transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office (Fax No 703-305-
Case: 1 0040) on May 3, 1995.

Group Art Unit: 2764 i

" /i
Examiner: E.W. Stamber FAX RECE‘VED 0

i

! Serial No.: 08/729,188 Name of persap signing this ckntificate: Jason Paul DeMont

? Filing Date: Oct. 11, 1996 Signatur C.
! N
i

i

] Title: Third Party On-Line Accounting System and Method Therefor
i ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS [44y 0 31999
! WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231
SIR: Group 2700
@ AMENDMENT
- \\L:’ In response to the Office action of February 9, 1999, please amend the above-identified
0
A .
@) N\ application as follows:
; 6°  INTHECLAIMS
b _Amend claim 1: -

1. (Twice Amended) A method for accounting, wherein a first publisher hav ing a fiest Web site

and a second publisher having a second Web site cach publish advertising for an advertiser having a third
Web site, the method comprising:
receiving, at a fourth Web site, a first uniform resource locator from a first user’s Web
browser, wherein the first uniform resource locator is obtained by the first user's Web browser from

the first Web site [where]} and wherein the first uniform resource locator is associated with

/
L -TE - IR B . T - Y " X

advertising for the advertiser;
logging, at the fourth Web site, the reccipt of the first uniform resource locator, in response to

the receipt of the first uniform resource locator;

S

redirecting, at the fourth Web site, the first user's Web browser to the third Web site in

response to the receipt of the first [download request signal] uniform resource locator;

—
N

receiving, at the fourth Web site, a second uniform resource locator from 2 second user's Web

w

browser, wherein the second uniform resource locator is obtajned by the second user's Web browser

-lofs-
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14 from the second Web site [where] and wherein the second uniform resource locator is associated
\\ 15 with advertising for the advertiser;
6) 16 logging, at the fourth Web site, the receipt of the second uniform resource locator, in
17 response to receiving the second [downlead request signal} uniform resource locator; and
18 redirecting, at the fourth Web site, the second user's Web browser to the third Web site in
- 19 response to the receipt of the second {download request signal] uniform resource locator
1 3. (Twice Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising logging at least one of [either] an
2 indicium of the identity of the first user and an indicium of the identity of the first publisher.

7. (Twice Amended) A mcthod for third party accounting on a network that comprises a plurality
of nodes, wherein a first node and a second node each publish advertising for a third node, the method
comprising:

receiving, at a fourth node, a first download request signal from a fifth node, which first
[request] download request signal is received by the fifth node from the first node;

logging, at the fourth node, the receipt of the first download request signal;

transmitting from the fourth node a second [request) download request signal to the fifth
node, which second download request signal directs the fifth node towards the third node;

[ R R NV A N N

receiving, at the fousth nade, a third download request signal from z sixth node, which third
10 downjoad request signal is received by the sixth node from the second node;

11 logging, at the fourth node, the receipt of the third download request signal; and

12 transmitting from the fourth node a fourth download request signal to the sixth node, which
13 fourth download request signal directs the sixth node to the third node.

REMARKS
Claims |-]1 were examined and rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 and 112, second paragraph, and
remain pending. Claims 1 and 7 were amended to address the 112, second paragraph, issues and claim 3

has been amended to delete a superfluous word.

The applicant wishes ta thank Examiner Stamber for the interview at the USPTO last Thursday

‘ and includes the following remarks, which ize the di ion at the interview. Therefore,

reconsideration is respectfully requested in light of the above amendments and the following remarks.

i 35 U.S.C. 102 Rejection of Claims 1-9

~20f5«

WTS000068



Case 1:08-cv-03139-RRM -RER Document 49-2 Filed 03/17/10 Page 70 of 94

May-03-99 09:28A .06

Serial No. 08/729,188 D.D. Wexler 1

Claims 1-11 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(¢) as being anticipated by any one of the
following four references:

1. T.E. Graber et al., U.S. Patent 5,712,979, issued Jan. 27, 1998 (hercinafier "Graber 1");

2. T.E. Graber et al., U.S. Patent 5,717,860, issued Feb. 10, 1998 (hereinafter "Graber I1"),

3. T.E. Graber ct al., U.S. Patent 5,812,769, issued Sep. 22, 1998 (hereinafter "Graber IXI"); and

4. S.T. Kirsch, U.S. Patent 5,751,956, issued May 12, 1998 (hereinafter *Kirsch").

The applicant respectfully traverses the rejection for the following reasons.

Independent claim 1 recites the interplay of signals that are transmitted between a browser (e.g ,
Netscape Navigator, Internet Explorer, etc.) and a plurality of Web sites for the purpose of keeping track
of which Web sites are responsible for directing the user of the browser to another Web site. For
cxample, in ctaim 1, the interplay is between:

¢ 3 first publisher (e.g., Yahoo, Infoseek, efc.) having a first Web site;

s asecond publisher (e.g., Excite, HotBot, efc.) having a second Web site;

* an advertiser (e.g., Amazon.com, Sears, Ebay.com, efc.) having a third Wcb site,

= afirst vser having a Web browser who is attracted to the advertiser's Web site by advertising

{e.g., a banner, eic.) on the first publisher's (e.g., Yahoo, Infoseek, etc.) Web site,

» asecond user having a Web browser who is attracted to the advertiser's Web site by

advertising on the second publisher’s (e.g., Excite, HotBot, erc.) Web site, and

» 2 fourth Web site (i.e., the accounting Web site) that is capable of keeping track of which

publisher's web site is responsible for referring each user to the advertiser’s Web site.
1t should be understood that the steps in claim 1 are alt recited from the perspective of the fourth Web sute.
In other words, when there are multiple publisher’s who pubtish advertising for a single advertiser, the
present invention is ideal for tracking which publisher’s Web site is responsible for referring each user to
the advertiser's Web site. This is neither taught nor suggested by any of the references, alone or in
combination.

In particular, the seferences neither teach nor suggest, alone or in combination, this combination
and interaction of four Web sites.

Furthermore, the present invention, as recited in the claims, has other characteristics that give it
advantages over the prior art.

First, the present invention enables one sitc to perform the accounting for multiple publishers for
one advertiser. This is advantageous because the cost of a system in accosdance with the present

l\/ ~30f5-
N
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invention can be amortized over more than one publisher and because it enables an advertiser to get ali of
its statistics from a single source.

Second, the present invention enables the accounting site to be owned and operated by an
independent entity — one that is not associated with cither the publisher or the zdvertiser. A
disadvantage with Internet accounting systems in the prior art is that the accounting is performed by cither
the publisher or by the advertiser. And because the amount of money paid by the advertiser to the
publisher is dependent on the accounting statistics collected, there is, or is perceived to be, the temptation
by the one doing the accounting to bias the statistics in its favor. In other words, advertisers don't
completely trust publishers to be honest and publishers don't completely trust advertisers either.

For example, it is contemplated that the system of Kirsch is to be operated by a publisher (e.g..
Infoseek, Yahdc, erc.) and the system of Graber I, Graber 11 and Graber I1I is to be operated by the
advertiser (e.g., Amazon.com, ehay.com, efc.), but the present invention can be operated by an
independent entity that is neither the publisher nor the advertiser.

The situation is analogous to that in television advertising. Because television advertising fees
are based on ratings, television stations don't trust advertisers to tally the ratings and advertisers don't trust
television stations. Therefore, the need existed for an independent entity to tally television ratings, which
has been filled by the well-known A.C. Nielson Company.

In the same way that television advertising needed an independent entity to tally ratings, the
Internet needs an independent entity to account for the referrals from publishers to advertisers. The

present invention enables that independent entity.

Third, the present invention can be used with, but does not require, "overloaded” URLs like
Kirsch or specialized softwarc like Kirsch, Graber |, Graber 1 and Graber II1. Instead, the present
invention is a vastly more elegant solution to the problems addressed by Kirsch, Graber I, Graber I and
Graber H1. Remarkably, the appropriate choice of domain names and appended path names provides the
present invention with enough information to both: (i) collect the appropriate accounting statistics, and
(ii) redirect the incoming URLs to the appropriate advertiser's site. This is significant because it means
that an accounting system in accordance with the present invention can be constructed and operated for a
fraction of the cost of a system like that of Kirsch, Graber I, Graber I or Graber 111, .

Fourth, with comparison to Kirsch, Kirsch uses "overloaded” URLs which can cause infinite re-
direction loops. (Kirsch Co. 9, lines 48-50). Because the present invention does not require avesloaded

URLSs, the present invention does not have this potential problem.

-4of5-
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Therefore, because the independent claims, claims 1, 7 and 9, recite the interplay between four
sites: multiple publishers' sites, an advertiser's site, and an independent accounting site, the applicant
respectfully submits that the claims, as amended, overcome the rejection and are now allowable.

Because claims 2-6, 8 and 10-11 are dependent on either claim 1 or 7 or 9, the applicants

respectfully submit that they too are allowable.

Request for Reconsideration Pursuant ta 37 C.F.R. 111

Having responded to each and every ground for objection and rejection in the Office action
mailed February 9, 1999, the applicant requests reconsideration of the instant application pursuant to 37
CFR 1.111 and requests that the Examiner allow claims 1-11 and pass the application to issue.

Respectfully,

By -
Jason Pagil DeMont

Attorney for Applicant

Reg. No. 35,793

908-903-1255

Date: S[3

DeMont & Breyer, L.L.C.
224 English Place
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

-Sof5-
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231
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Enclosed are the following papers relating to the above-named application for patent:

1) Transmittal Letter with Certificate of Transmission
2) Amendment with Certificate of Transmission - § Pages
3) Change of Correspondence Address with Certificate of Transmission

Respectfully,
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Jason PauliDeMont
Attorney for Applicant
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908-903-1255
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DeMont & Breyer, L.L.C.
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ALLOWANCE should also be inciuded.

Attachment(s)
{3 Nntice of References Cited, PTO-892

i”] intormation Disclosure Statement(s}), PTO-1449, Paper No(s).

[0 Notice of Drafisperson's Patent Drawing Review, PT0-948 \ W
) Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 w

— MBER
_J Irterview Summary, PTO-413 ERICW. STA INER
PRIMARY EXAM
[J Examiners Amendment/Comment
{5 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit of Biclogical Material
I Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
PTOL-37 (Rev. 10/95) *US GPO 1997-417-381/62714
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f‘,‘ w\ UNITED STATES LePARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Patent and Trademark Office

Torgs

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND ISSUE FEE DUE :

Pisid 4 2uedi o
treang N g prgli

R IR R A S LN R
PR RN IS N L R I P
I A TS I L T IR N B T IR Y |
P
.
APPLICATION NO. FLINGDATE | TOTALGLAMS | .~ EXAMINERAND GROUP ART UNIT I DATE MAILED i
o '
!
F PR PN B T LIF S WAL N [N ] SinmbBlER, R RIRY A S i
h
Flrst Named - |
Applicant WF ¥, 35 Lk 1% (k) dain ol s Pl vave :
TILE OF o -
INVENTION . 4R IRy TIN E I ol CoINT P el SYOTER AND ME LEYe THERFER IR !
rd o '
ATTYSDOCKETNO- | CLASSSUBCLASS | BATGHNO. |  APPINTYPE | SMALLENTITY | FEEDUE | DATE DUE
Sl SOG-nidLann flan T XYY Yo ‘?’"‘“‘»5-‘}.,“"" TRV IRET
C <

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED.

THE ISSUE FEE MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS
APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED, THIS STATUTOQRY PERIQD CANNOT BE EXTENDED,

HOW TO RESPOND TO THIS NOTICE:

. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.
if the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:
current SMALL ENTITY status:

A. If the status is changed, pay twice the amount of the
FEE DUE shown above and notify the Patent and A. Pay FEE DUE shown above, or
Trademark Office of the change in status, or

B. I the status is the same, pay the FEE DUE shown . ’ . .
above., B. File verified statement of Small Entity Status before, or with,

payment of 1/2 the FEE DUE shown above.

Il. Part B-Issue Fee Transmittal should be completed and retumed to the Patent and Trademark Office (PTO} with your -
ISSUE FEE. Even if the ISSUE FEE has already been paid by charge to deposit account, Pant B Issue Fee Transmittal
should be completed and retumed. ¥ you are charging the ISSUE FEE to your deposit account, section “4b” of Part
B-Issue Fee Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted.

1. Alt communications regarding this application must give application number and batch number.

Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents Issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee’s responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance
fees when due.

PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIGE COPY

PTOL-85 (REV. 10-96} Approved for usa through 06/30/99. (0851-0033} “U'S GPO 198437.63580023
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11
¢,
Complete and mall this form, togethei with app

lefoes, to:  BoxISSUE FEE

Assistant Commissloner for Paten._-

Washington, D.C. 20233

Gllo)99

MAILING INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for mmsmmlng the ISSUE FEE. Biocks 1

i P g the Issus Fes
Receipt, the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fass wil be meﬂsdlolhe cumont
correspondence address as indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a)
specilying 2 rew comespondence address; and/or (b} indicating & separats "FEE ADDRESS" for

Allfurther

through 4 should ba completed where app

malntenance e notifications.

Not' The carsficate of maiking below can only be used for domestc
mafings of the isgue FeeTransmmal This carﬂlleaw cannot be used
forary other s Each papet, suchas an
assignment or formal drawmg musl have its own cemhcam of matling.

Certificate of Mailing

CURRENT CORAESPONDENCE ADDRESS {Note Legibly mark-up with any oofectons of usa Biack 1)

1 hereby cortify that this tssua Fee Transmittal |s being deposited with
the United States Postal Servica with sulficlart postage for first cass
maltin an envelope addressed to the Bax lssua Fes address above on
the dale Indicated below.

Jason Paul DeMont

Lol T 1 ({Deposiior's name)
Loy . »)
" P i o (a..a.‘b»u!;
Jund 18, 1999 ats)
APPLICATION NO. [ ewncoare | toracams | EXAMINER AND GROUP ART UNIT [ oate waLen
t it B LA St i ot oy
Flist Named
Applicant IFE NN RS R ] MO I YE S T B ESTT IR !
TITLE OF
INVENTION 1«02 E RN [RFOREETNEE SO L RCINE § I R T B X B N RSN DA 8 SRR
ATTY'S DOCKET NO. ] ciasssusciass | eatcHno. | APPN.TVPE | sMALLENTTY | FEEDUE | DATE DUE
[ TR N S I R T RR § e [N N A Vi YR TEE AT i, -
1. Changa of address of ind of “ Fee Address” (37 CFR 1.383). 2. Forprinting on the patent front paga, list

Use of PTO tormis) and Customer Number are recommended, but aot required.

) Crange nf comespondence address {or Change of Correspondenca Address form
PTQ/SBI122) attached.

(3“Foe Address® indication (or “Fes Address” indication form PTO/SB/47) enached.

{1) the names of up to 3 registered patent
atiomeys or agents OR, altematively, {2}
the name of a single firm (having as a
mambet a registerod altomey or agent)
andthe names ofup 10 2 registared patant
attomeys or agents. f no name Is listed, no
name wil be printed.

‘DeMom: & Breyer, L.L.C.

,Wayne S. Breyer

a Jason Paul DeMont

©

ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DA‘I'A TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT {print of type)
PLEASE NOTE: Unless an below, no data will appeu onthe patenl
Inclusion 0! assignoe data is only appropiate when an has beon p

the PTO or 18 being subimitted under separale cover. Completion of this mrm Is NOT as\bslﬂtue lo(
iling an essignment.

{A) NAVE OF ASSIGNEE

(B) RESIDENCE: (CITY & STATE OR COUNTRY}

Pleasa :harck the approp
O individual

gnea calegory betow (will not be printad on the patent)
{1 corporation or other private group eniity  £J govamment

4a, The following fees are enclosed {make check payable to Comnissionor
of Patents and Trademarks).
(05,00 - SwaLL EFTTY

B’lssue Fes

O Advance Order - # of Coples._____

4b. The following faes or deficiancy In thase fees should be charged to:

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT NUMBER
{ENCLOSE AN EXTRA COPY OF THIS FORM)

) Advance Order - # of Copres

Tha COMMISSIONER OF FATENTSﬂD TRADEMARKS IS requested to apply the lssue Fea o the application identifiad above.

(Authorized Signaturey (Date)

B XA
Jason Paul DeMont Reg. No. 35,793 6/18/99

NOTE; Thi2 I5sue Fee will nol be accepted lrom anyone other than the applicant; a registersd attiomey
or agent: ¢r (e assignea or other party in intarast as shown by the records of the Patent and
Trademark: Gtfice.

Burden Hour Statement: This fonm Is estimated to take 0.2 hours to complets. Time wiif vary
depending on the needs of the individual case. on the amount of time required
lo complete this form should be sent to the Chiet Information Officer, Patent and Trademark
Office, Washington, D.C. 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND FEES AND THIS FORM TO: Box Issue Fee, Assistant Commissioner for
Patents, Washington D.C. 20231

Under ths Paperwork Reduction Actof 1895, no p are
of information umdess it displays a vakd OMB ‘control number.

dto d to a coll

P

06/22/1979 RTSEBAYL 00000119 08729184

3.00
RECEIVED
JUN 2 2 1599

Publishing DMigion
07

TRANSMIT THIS FORM WITH FEE

PYOL-85B [AEV.10-96) Approved far use through 06/30/83. OMB 0651-0033

Patant and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPAHTMENT OF COMMERCE
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75 e Fre 2es
L Ghofse—
Pl M Saias %
Serial No. 08/729,188 "’5 %O D.D. Wexler 1

IN THE UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Patent Application Cortifiate of Mol
Inventor: Daniel D. Wexler Thereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the
ENZn United States Postal Service with sufficient pos(age as first class
Case: 1 ,)0"“ ® il in an envelope add dto: Assi issi for
ts Washington, D.C. 20231 on june 8, 1999
Serial No.: 08/729, £ L 5
661 0 IND rName f person signing this certificate: Jason Paul DeMont
Filing Date: Oct. 11} 5996 Signathired o {2 0 UMl 3
Group Axt Unit: 2764 / \
Examiner: E.W. Stamber 3d41Q
Title: Third Party On-Line Accounting System and Method Therefor

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231

Attn: Drawing Review Branch

SIR: RECEIVED

TRANSMITTAL OF FORMAL DRAWINGs JUN 1 6 1939
Publishing Division

Please find attached the revised formal drawings for this case.

Respectfully,

Jason Payl DeMont
Attorney Tor Applicant
Reg. No. 35,793
908-903-1255

Date: _ ¢ s'b é‘\j
DeMont & Breyer, L.L.C.

224 English Place
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

-1ofl-
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D. D. WEXLER 1
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Serial No. 08/729,188 D.D. Wexler )

IN THE UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Patent Application Certificate of Mailing
. N
Inventor; Daniel D. Wexler [ hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited
s ith the United States Postal Service with sufficient
Case: 1 Npostage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to. Box

EY
s

: . Nssue Fee, Assistant Commissioner for Patents,
Serial No.: 08/729,188 2, ‘FWashington, D.C. 20231 on June 18, 1999,

Filing Date: Oct. 11, 1996 Laprenst” A
Name of pe; signing thistertificate: Jason Paul DeMont
Group Art Unit: 2764 Signatur a2

Examiner: E.W. Stamber i
Title: Third Party On-Line Accounting System and Method Therefor

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231

SIR:
Enclosed are the following papers relating to the above-named application for patent:

1. Transmittal Letter (3x)
2. PTOL-85B Issue Fee Transmittal (2x)
3. Check for $605.00 - SMALL ENTITY STATUS

The applicant is a small entity, and therefore, the issue fee of $605.00 is enclosed. In the event of improper
payment of a required fee, the Commissioner is authorized to charge or to credit Deposit Account No. 50-
0776 as required to correct the error.

Please address all correspondence to Jason Paul DeMont, DeMont & Breyer, L1LC, 244 Englishk Place,
Basking Ridge, New Jersey 07920. Telephone calis should be made to me at Area Code (908) 903-1255.

Respectfully,

q% Q@w

Jason Paul DeMont
Reg. No. 35,793

Attorney for Applicant .
Date: __C\walqa
DeMont & Breyer, L.L.C.

244 English Place
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

-loft-
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PTO/SB/E6 (09-04) $

Approved ot use through 05/31/2008 OMB 0651-0016 ‘
U.S Patent and Trademark Olfice, U S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMER.CE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required Lo respond to a cobisction of mformation unless it lays a valid OMB cantrol number

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF | ODockel Number {Optional)
MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c)) 210-001us

g .qune\“g*

Mail to: Mail Stop Petition
Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450 BECE,VED

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Fax: {703) 872-9306 MAY 2 3 2005 1%{5 Y
NOTE: ¥ information or assistance is needed in completing this form, please contact Pefitions } ]

" at (703) 305-9282. B OF PETIMONG
Patent No. _5.960,409 Application Number _08/729,188

Issue Date _0o/2p/1909 - Filing Date __10711/1936

CAUTION:  Malntenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent
number (or reissue patent number, if a reissue) and (2) the application number of the
actual U.S. application (or reissue applicalion} lsading to issuance of that patent to
ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR 1.366(c) and {d).

Also plete the following information, if licab}

PP

The above - identified patent:

is a reissue of original Patent No.
original application number
original filing date

. original issue date

’

resulted trom the entry into the U.S. under 35 U.S.C. 371 of international
. application filed on

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING (37 CFR 1.8(a))

I hereby certify that this paper {along with any paper referred 10 as being attached or enclosed) is being deposited with
the United States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope
addressed to Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Palents, P.Q. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

f/é l7@/05’ jjf,(«(w %f\,

Signatury ”
0'/9.)'/’ >
5/20/305 SLURNGE (0000008 5960409 Likan Hayes
01 FC: 4597 2090.00 op Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate
[Page 1 0f3)
This coflection of intormetion is required by 37 CFR 1.378{c) The informaton 1s required 1o obtain of retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the
USPTO lo p ) an Confl s g by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection Is astimated 1o take 1 hour to comgplete,
reluding g, and g the ion form to ihe USPTO. Time wilf vary upon the indivi case. Anj on

9. Y

tre amount of ime you require to complste this form and/or suggestions for reducing tis burden, should be sent 1o the Chief Iformation Officer, .S Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P O Box 1450, Alaxandna, VA 22313-1450, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop Pstition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O, Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in compleling the form, calt 1-800-PT0O-9199 and select option 2.
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”
— PTOISBIG6 (09-04)
Approved for use through 05/31/2006. OMB 0651-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Offica. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Unde tha Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are requlred 10 respond to a collection of unless # displays a vaiid OME control number

1. SMALL ENTITY

Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.
2. LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS

D Patentee is no longer entitied 1o small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g).
3. MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e)}(g))

The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition, unless it was paid earlier.

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Amount Fee (Code) Amount Fee {Code)
s 312yrfee (4551 $ 45000 S 312yrfee {2551)
s 712 yr fee (1552) s 7 112 yrfee (2552)
(3s 1M U2yrfee  (1553) s 11 12 yr fee (2563)

MAINTENANCE FEE BEING SUBMITTED $__450.00

4. SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(1}(2) of $ _1640.00 {Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition
of accepting unintentionally delayed payment of the maintenance fee.

SURCHARGE BEING SUBMITTED $_1640.00
5. MANNER OF PAYMENT

D Enclosed is a check for the sum of §

D Please charge Deposit Account No. the sum of § . A duplicate
copy of this authorization is attached.

Payment by credit card. Form PTQ-2038 is attached.
6. AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE ANY FEE DEFICIENCY

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any maintenance fee, surcharge or petition
deficiency to Deposit Account No. . A duplicate copy of this authorization is attached.

TPage 2 of 3]
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PTO/SBIES (09-04)

Approved for use through 05/31/2008. OMB 0651.0016
U S Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required 10 respos

respond 1o a coftection of information uniess ¢ displays a valid OMB control number
7 OVERPAYMENT

As to any overpayment made please

D Credit to Deposit Account No.

OR
Send refund check.

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not
be included on this form. Provide credit card inf tion and authorization on PT0-2038.

8. STATEMENT |

The delay in payment of the maintenance fee to this patent was unintentional.

9. PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE
ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT REINSTATED.

o Be O

AI7/2005
Signature(s) of Petitioner(s) Date

Jason Paul DeMont

Reg. No. 35793 _
Typed or printed name(s) Registration Number, if applicable

732-578-0103 x11
Telephone Number

DaMont & Breyar, LLC
Address

Sulte 250, 100 Commons Way, Holmdel, NJ 07733
Address

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: "Any petition under this section must be signed by an attomey or agent ’

registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee,
or other party in interest *

ENCLOSURES:
E] Maintenance Fee payment

Surcharge under 37 CFR 1.20(i)(2) (fee for filing the maintenance fee petition)

(.

{Page 301 3]
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

Uniled States Patent and Trademaik Office
P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

‘wyew.usplo gov

Paper No. 12

Jason Paul DeMont
DeMont & Breyer, LLC
100 Commons Way, Ste. 250

Holmdel, NI 07733 COPY MAILED
JUN 0 7 2095

In re Patent No. 5,960,409 : OFFICE OF PETITIONS

Issue Date: September 28, 1999 : '

Application No. 08/729,188 : ON PETITION

Filed: October 11, 1996
Patentee(s) Daniel D. Wexler

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed May 19, 2005, to accept the
delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as of the
mail date of this decision.

The patent file is being forwarded to Files Repository.

Telephone ing)uin'es concemning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at
(571)272-3236.

Aér%éa@nnii‘ thti i ‘

Petitions Examiner

Office of Petitions

Office of the Deputy Commissioner
for Patent Examination Policy
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I'tle 636:1AC Newslette. DB(TM) 1987-1997/Jan 1%
(c) 1997 Information Access Co.

set [tems Descraption

¢ 0285640377

02856403/7
NIALOG(R}File $36:IAC Newsletter DB(TM)
tc) 1997 Information Access Co. All rts. reserv.

12856403
RESEARCH FIRMS STRIVE FOR WEB TRACKING THAT COUNTS New Tracking Systems
Promise Individual Consumer gprtraits

Dnline audience measurement has long posed major challenges both for
warketers and research providers. Monitoring traffic through commercial
Shline services such as America Online and Prodigy will be tricky enough,
2ven if the only real hazards in that closed-network market are the pricing
and disclosure of proprietary usage data (IM News, June 9, 19385). The data
itself (and the means to collect it} already exist.

The Internet-particularly the World Wide Web-is another story altogether.

Meb technology is so new that marketers jus& don't have the tracking
sbilities they need to eyaluate site performance and shop intelligently for
ad _space. A couple of new usage tracking systems hope to address the
significant demand built up among marketers for reliable, third-party Web

neasycemens._. ~

Unlike commercial online sexvices, the Web has no central turnstile that
marketers can use to tally attendance. Web surfers log on anonymously and
amorphously, and a single serious cybernaut is often indistinguishable from
ten casual users. Web site owners have no way of telling individuals apart
unless they can persuade them to register and identify themselves with a
password every time thev want access.

This is a problem, and many We arketers are apprehensive about forced
registration becase 1t may alienate some users or at least deter them from
taking a peek at new areas. (And some folks have trouble recalling their
gym locker combinations, not to mention dozens of Web passwords they don't
even use that often.}

That's where San Francisco-based Internet Profiles Corp. (I/Pro) comes in.
By tracing Web users back to their Internet access points, I/Pro's tracking
System could nelp wartketers . count cyber-customers one by one without
disturbing {or delaying}! their cruise through cyberspace. -

T you can do <that, "the Web 1is the most measurabie of all media,"” says

I/Pro presidert Ariel Poler.

Measures Time Spent in Site

¢ indivoduate users, deb site ownerss can _2asily monitor

r1sitors spend on a particular page and what trajectory they

-he site as a whole, Poler explains. This is «arucial
scrzong c<3ntent evoluticn, according to Barrie Moore,
manager at I/Pro client Poppe Tyson Advertising (Mountain

I/Pco's traffic
," she tslls IM

s at S200/mc. pius
rcing regisTratlon
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{although that's stili «un option for gathering more qua._tative demographic
info). Currently signed are such major marketers and content providers as
Playboy, Xerox, Sun Microsystems, Time Warner's Pathfinder, and Chrysler
Corp.'s much-publicized new Web site, developed in part by Poppe Tyson.

Visits vs. "Hits"

Counting actual visitors rather than "hits"™ 1s a far more adequate approach
to Web measurement than most content providers have used until recently.
The reason: hit counts inflate true usage levels by treating multiple
visits from one user (even during a single session] as separate events.
Besides d:storting usage on a single Web site, hit counts also make it
impossible for new media planners to compare among Web sites, which can
register hxts quite differently gfpending on how they're laid out.

Another tracking firm, WebTrack (New York), also eschews hit counts for
distinct visit tallies. Its auditing service-dubbed WebStat (starts at
$100/mo.)-1s currently in beta testlng, with commerc1al release slated for

August. WebTrack is primaril i ce who
need to substantiate txafflc for prospective advertisers, says marketing

dIrector Carisa Warmgsmess

Some beta-testers, however, are using the tracking service but refusing
open auditing under non-disclosure agreements. This coulu change after
WebStat rolls out commercially, but it also suggests that Web site owner
are no more open to third-party auditing than commercial online services
are. I ———

Marketers should work to change this mindset. In the interest of creating
an open and competitive ad market in cyberspace, ertisers can help by
demanding to see audited traffic info," Wangsness advises.

Qualitative Data

Besides raw traffic data, both 1I/Pro and WebTrack also offer marketers
qualitative information about their audience. This is becoming a mounting
cdncern as the online population grows large enough and diverse enough to
be segmented. Until recently, cybermarketers have been largely unable to
target their ad buys or develop proprietary site content with anything
other than sheer intuition.

In addition ' to user individuation, both research firms' systems can trace
Web site wvisitors back to their point of origin on the Net. In many cases,
thHTs lets arketers transparently tdentify d user's company, government
crganization, or university, and pinpoint thexir geogzapg;:_;gglgn If users

much about them. That's where user surveys and reglst'atlch can come in
handy.

Exposure Analysis

Working with I/Pro technology to offer qualitative serw: 1s The Delanaye

Group -(Portsmouth, M.H.!, which last month rolied cu analysis
service called iletBench. Marr rying traff:c nu nhe;s_ﬁg;: 2on1 0 survey
info wili helip marketers get a better feei for the e ~1tv, says ’

Delahaye CEC Xatharine Paine.

"Established patterns don't exist," Paine caut:ons. "l¢
this long enougn tc «now if the numbers they're getting
best that cu <an hope for right now is that your numsers
directacn. ™

: been doing
2ny good. The
.. the rignt
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* Hit counts distort Web usage; Web visit tallies clarify it:

* Hit counts inflate usage levels by treating multiple same- party visits
4s separate events;

* A hit to a file doesn't actually mean it was seen by user;
* Hit counts cloud comparisons among different Web sites:

* A wvisit 1s a visit, but hit counts can and do vary widely according to
layout/composition of the Web site;

* Web visitors can often be traced back to their point of Internet access
-which might ofer a trove of marketing/ demographic info.

Copyright 1985 Phillips Business Information,

Interactive Marketing News June 23, 1995 V. 2 NO. 13 ISSN:
1078-6821
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Family Bibliographic and Legal Status 1
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US5960409A 19990928 s I
(ENG) Third-party on-line accounting system and method 3 v ot . ;f
therefor WEB SITE g
Inventor(s): WEXLER DANIELD US 5
Application No: US 72918896 A Hb~ flaf o ——————— j

11—

Filing Date: 19961011

Issue/Publication Date: 19990928 l WER SIE |/*5

Abstract: (ENG) A system and method for providing on-line third party accounting and statistical information is
disclosed. A third party accounting service receives a download request signal ultimately intended for
an advertiser Web site. The download request signal is generated when a user clicks on a banner
displayed on a Web page of a frequently-visited Web site. The banner is published by the
frequently-visited Web site for the benefit of the advertiser. The third party receives the download
request since, rather than pointing to the advertiser Web site, the banner is configured to point to the
third party Web site. The third party Web site maintains a count of all received download request
signals generated by clicking on the banner. Since an advertiser banner may be displayed at more than
one frequently-visited Web site, the third party Web site further maintains a log containing the address
of the frequently-visited Web site that displayed the banner that generated the click, as well as other
information provided by tile user Web browser. The third party sends a redirect signal to the user Web
browser causing it to send a download request to the advertiser Web site. The advertiser Web site then
downloads the information originally sought by the user to his Web browser. The third party
accumulates and tabulates statistical information including the number of clicks on the advertiser
banner, and data indicative of the effectiveness of the banner-publisher frequently-visited Web site as
an advertising medium. Such information is provided to the advertiser and/or the banner publisher.

Priority Data: US 72918896 19961011 A Y; .

1PC (International Class): H041L01214; H041.02908; GO7F01716; H04L.02906
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US Post Issuance:
--US Expiration Date: 20030928 20031125 DUE TO FAILURE TO PAY MAINTENANCE FEES
--US Delayed Payment of Maintenance Fees: 20050607 20050705 due to acceptance of delayed payment of
maintenance fee

Legal Status:

Date +/- Code Description

20031125 ) FP EXPIRED DUE TO FAILURE TO PAY MAINTENANCE FEE
Effective date: 20030928;

20050606 (G2 PRDP PATENT REINSTATED DUE TO THE ACCEPTANCE OF A

LATE MAINTENANCE FEE Effective date: 20050607,
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USPTO Maintenance Report

Patent Bibliographic Data

Patent
Number:

Issue Date: 09/28/1999

5960409

12/03/2007 06:20 PM

Application
Number:

Filing Date:  10/11/1996

08729188

THIRD-PARTY ON-LINE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM AND METHOD

Title:

THEREFOR _
Status: 12th year fee window opens: 09/28/2010 Entity: Small
Window 097282010 SUWOBAEE 3100011 Expiration: | N/A
Opens: Date:
Fee Amt Due: Window not Surchg Amt  Window not  Total Amt Window not
open Due: open Due: open

Fee Code: 2553

Suréharge
Fee Code:

12/07/2006
07/20/2005
Most recent  07/20/2005
events (up to  06/07/2005

MAINTENANCE FEE DUE AT 11.5 YEARS

Payment of Maintenance Fee, 8th Yr, Small Entity.

Payor Number Assigned.

Payer Number De-assigned.

Petition Related to Maintenance Fees Granted.

Surcharge, Petition to Accept Pymt After Exp, Unintentional.

7 05/19/2005 Payment of Maintenance Fee, 4th Yr, Small Entity.
05/19/2005 . ) .
Petition Related to Maintenance Fees Filed.
05/19/2005 . .
--- End of Maintenance History ---
DANIEL WEXLER

Address for  P.O. BOX 300524
fee purposes:  BROOKLYN, NY
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