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AMON, United States District Judge:

Plaintiffs Carol Linell and Cecelia Edelmann, two retired teachers, bring suit against the

Department of Education ("DOE") and three principals at Fort Hamilton High School—Principal

Kaye Houlihan, Assistant Principal Thomas Oberle, and Assistant Principal Christine Ciccarone—

for defamation, retaliation, negligence, and age, disability, and sex discrimination. The defendants

moved to dismiss a number of these claims pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b)(6).

The Court heard oral argument on May 3, 2016 and dismissed a number of claims for reasons

stated on the record. (See Minute Entry & Order dated May 9,2016.) The Court reserved decision,

however, on defendants' motion to dismiss Linell's defamation claim. For the following reasons,

the Court now grants that motion in part and denies it in part.

BACKGROUND

Linell alleges that defendants defamed her twice.

The first incident pertains to her proctoring of the administration of the PSAT at Fort

Hamilton on October 16,2013. Linell was brought in for a disciplinary conference with Ciccarone,

three other administrators, and her union representative after that test. (D.E. # 14-1 ("Am.
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