In Re: Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether ("MTBE") Products Liability Litigation Doc. 3635 Att. 4

EXHIBIT 1

° The City of Fresno’s Original Complaint (Oct. 22, 2003)
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Plaintiff City of Fresno hereby alleges as follows:
1. SUMMARY OF THE CASE

1. The City of Fresno is responsible for purveying clean, safe drinking water to
approximately 450,000 people in the County of Fresno, California. Expanding plumes of methyl
tertiary butyl ether ("MTBE") and tertiary butyl alcohol ("TBA") contaminate and threaten the
water system and drinking water on which Fresno’s schools, hospitals, businesses, residents and
visitors depend.

2. The defendants in this action are the refiners who manufacture gasoline containing
MTBE and TBA, manufacturers of MTBE, and the designers, promoters, marketers, formulators,
distributors, suppliers, and retailers of gasoline containing MTBE and TBA, which contaminate
and threaten Fresno’s water system and public water supply. Among other things, the defendants
knowingly and willfully promoted and marketed MTBE and TBA and/or gasoline containing
MTBE and/or TBA, when they knew or reasonably should have known that these compounds
would reach groundwater, pollute public water supplies, render drinking water unusable and
unsafe, and threaten the public health and welfare, as they have in Fresno.

3 Fresno filed this lawsuit to recover compensatory and all other damages, including all
necessary funds to remove MTBE and TBA pollution from public drinking water supplies, to
restore the reliability of Fresno’s water system and drinking water supply, to abate MTBE and
TBA plumes, and to assure that the responsible parties -- and not the City of Fresno nor the public
-- bear the expense.

I1. PLAINTIFF

4. Plaintiff City of Fresno ("Fresno") provides water to the residents of Fresno. The City
of Fresno bears the responsibility of owning and operating a water system which serves the
public, including drinking water wells with related and ancillary equipment, pumps, pipes, water
treatment equipment, delivery systems and infrastructure which will be referred to collectively in
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