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Dear Sir

Re: The Authiors Guild, Inc., Association of American Publishers, Inc._et al.. Plaintiffs, v.
Google Inc., befendant

I am a member of the Settlement Class for the above case and am writing to object to the
proposed settlement agreement, commonly referred to as The Google Book Settlement. 1
apologise if this letter is not in the correct form and uses the wrong terminology. 1 am a UK
author and find it difficult to find out about how the US legal system works.

I also apologise if this letter is late. On 25 June, | emailed the Settlement Administrator
with questions I needed answering before I could decide how to proceed, and I only
received the reply on 31st August after I chased them for a response.

Because the {JSA is a signatory of the Berne Convention about copyright, the settlement
class includep all authors and publishers in countries covered by the convention. That is
nearly every country in the world. However, the two plaintiffs in this case are both purely
__ American organizations so cannot possibly claim to represent the rights of authors and
The Author's Guﬁﬁﬁiﬂlgr?ﬁ £d%¥er countries. It is obvious from the Settlement Agreement that little or
no thought has been given to members of the class who live outside the USA. This is
demonstrated by the following:
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1. The Jieﬁnition of Out of Print only considers whether a book is for sale in the USA,
but many books written in other countries will be in print in their country of origin
while not available in the USA.

2. Therg is no provision for payments in currencies other than dollars, although
authgfrs in countries using other currencies may find it difficult to process dollar
paymients.

[ therefore, gbject to this settlement on the grounds that the plaintiffs in this case do not
adequately rgpresent the members of the class who live and work outside the USA. and are
not in a position to judge what is “fair, reasonable, adequate and in the best interests of the
Settlement Class in light of the risks inherent in prosecuting the Action and the benefits
obtained under this Settlement Agreement.”

Best wishes| .
USDC SDNY ‘]F

Koo o DOCUMENT

~{ BLECTRON!CALLY FILED |

Diana Kim;lton DOC #: !
DATEFILED: -1-:09 |



http://dockets.justia.com/docket/court-nysdce/case_no-1:2005cv08136/case_id-273913/
http://docs.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/new-york/nysdce/1:2005cv08136/273913/573/
http://dockets.justia.com/

