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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

06 CIV. 0589

November 7, 2006

10:20 a.m.

VIDEOTAPE DEPOSITION of RUSTY
McCORMACK, taken by the Plaintiff,
pursuant to Notice, held at the offices of
Vliadeck ﬁaldman Elias & Engelhard, P.C.,
1501 Broadway, New York, New York, before
Debbie Zaromatidis, a Shorthand Reporter.
and Notary-Public of the State of New |

York.

_________________________________________ x
ANUCHA BROWNE-SANDERS,

Plaintiff,

- against -

MADISON SQUARE GARDEN, L.P., ISIAH LORD
THOMAS III, AND JAMES DOLAN,

Defendants.
_________________________________________ x
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1 McCORMACK
2 A.  Yes.
3 Q. Okay.
4 A. The whole project was his.
5 Q. Ithink you said earlier in your
6 testimony that Mr. Moran and Ms, Noel
7 updated you about the progress of their
8 investigation as it was ongoing?
9 A. Yes.
10 Q. What did they say to you about
11 it?
12 A, There wasn't a lot done unil
13 they completed, but the — the feedback as

the - as it progressed was that they
had -- they were not corroborating the
allegations of Anucha.

Q. Did they tell you that they were
corroborating any of the allegations of
Ms. Browne-Sanders?

A.  Well, thattherewasa - as I
remember, Dan Gladstone, for instance,
said, yeah, Stephon did say that to him,
and Isiah did say, yes, I put my arms
around Anucha and tried to kiss her, but
that was it that I remember anyhow.
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A, Yes. _

Q. What -- what recommendations did
you make? .

A. [ recommended that Isiah be
given some sensitivity training, and that
Steve meet to do a recap and lessons
learned from the — from the events.

Q. Did you make any other
recommendations?

A.  No.

Q. Did you recommend that
Ms. Browne-Sanders be terminated?

A, No, Idon't think it was a
recommendation. It was - it was a
statement that -- that based upon her
relationships both, you know, within the
organization primarily but -- that she
should be separated. I didn't say
recommend.

Q. Could you darify for me the
distinction that you are making? You said
you said in your memo that she should be
separated, but you didn't view that as a
recormmendation?

1 McCORMACK

2 Q. They told you that while the

3 investigations was ongoing?

4 A Ithinkso. I--oritmay

5 come -- come later. I - the timing I

6 don't know. It was either in a report or
7 - or prior to that.

8 Q. Did you eventually receive a

9 report reflecting the results of an

10 investigation?

i1 A Yes, Idid.

12 Q. Did you take any action in

13 connecticn with that report?

14 A, Idid not,

15 Q. Did you make any recommendation
16 in connection with that report?

17 A, Tdidnot.

18 Q. Did you have discussions with

19 anyone -- ’

20 A, Immediately. We did write a

21 report later, a memo later. -

22 Q. Well, my question was: Did you
23 make any recommendations in connection
24 with that -- the report that had been

25 given to you by Mr. Moran and Ms. Noel?

223

S

WOoSNGOUAWDNKL

DR RN N R R b b b bk b ek ek ek
N WNEHROWOUONNTUNRAWNROD

225
McCORMACK

A. Itisup - thatis not my -- it
is up to management then to decide how
they doit. I-- I recommended in the
case of -- of Isiah and Steve, but the
organization then has {o react to the
Anucha thing.

Q. Did you make a recommendation
that Ms. Browne-Sanders should be
separated?

A. No.

Q. Did you have -- did you make a
statement in your report that
Ms. Browne-Sanders should be separated?

A, Idid.

Q. And could you clarify for me in
your mind what is the distinction between
a statement that she should be separated
and a recornmendation that she should be
separated?

A. TThereis not a lot, but it is
not -- not a recommendation.

Q. Areyou -

A. She obviously wasn't fitting in
the organization, and by then she had
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1 McCORMACK 1 McCORMACK
2 pretty much decided her fate. 2 people had different sensibilities, and we
3 Q. How -- are you able to explain 3 just thought for the sake of the
4 at ail what the difference is in your mind 4 organization, et cetera, we -- we would
5 between a statement that she should be 5 give him some training to sensitize him to
6 separated and a recommendation that she 6 that. It would be one-on-one.
7 should be separated? 7 Q. Was it -- and then that in your
8 A, Ttisdose, but thereis a B judgment was based solely on the
9 difference. I -- 1 just didn't use the 9 determination that he had hugged
10 word recommend. 10 Ms. Browne-Sanders and attempted to kiss
11 Q. Is there any particufar reason 11 her? Was it based on any other facts?
12 why you didr't use the word recommend? 12 A. No, that was -- that was the
13 A, Because that is the way Mark 13 primary -- because that is all we knew
14 Schoenfeid wrote it. 14 that had really taken place.
15 Q. Youdid not write it — you did 15 Q. Did you know whether or not Mr.
16 not write your -- 16 Brown -- Mr. Thomas had used profanity in
17 A. That was drafted by Mark 17 the workplace?
18 Schoenfeld. 18 A. The investigation did not
19 Q. When you say that, you are 19 corroborate that.
20 referring to the - 20 Q. No. That -- it did not
21 A That memo. 21 corroborate that he used profanity?
22 Q. You've gotto let me ask the 22 A, Correct.
23 questions. 23 Q. And what was the basis of the
24 A Sorry. 24 recommendation with respect to Steve
25 Q. The --the memo in which 25 Mills?
227 229
1 McCORMACK 1 McCORMACK
2 you -- you just described that you made 2 A.  With Steve, you know, we thought
3 recommendations with respect to Mr. Thomas | 3 that — that if he sits down and -- we
4 and -- and Mr. Mills, that memo was 4 thought et him sit down with some
5 drafted by Mr. Schoenfeld? 5 HR -- by the way Frank Lavotic and Rob
6 A.  Correct. 6 Dotien are bath -- Frank is a seniof vice
7 Q. You just signed your name to it? 7 president for cable operations in charge
8 A. No. I--we --Idid some minor 8 of human resources, which is a hig chunk
S edits, but for the most part it was 9 of our company. Rob Dotien is a
10 written by Mark Schoenfeld. The only 10 corporate -- he might be SVP now too I
11 thing I did was wordsmithing the memo. 11 think, but I am not really sure. Anyway,
12 Q. How did you wordsmith it? 12 they are HR professionals, and we thought
13 A. Idon't remember. It was minor 13 let's -- let Steve sit down with somebody
14 edits. 14 who has not been involved with this thing
15 Q. Did you agree with all of the 15 and do sort of a post moriem lessons
16 statements that were made in this 16 learned sort of exercise.
17 memorandum that Mr. Schoenfeld drafted? 17 Q. Your recommendation was that
18 A, Yes, Idid. ' 18 Mr. Mills should sit down with Mr. Dotien
19 Q. Okay. And what was the basis 19 and Mr. Lavotic?
20 for the conclusion that Mr, Thomas should 20  A. Right.
21 be given I think you said sensitivity 21 Q. Did you think that there was any
22 training? - : 22 lessons that Mr. Mills needed to learn as
23 A Well, he admitted that he had 23 a result of this investigation?
24 touched her and attempted to kiss her, and 24 A, Wedidn't know. That is why we
25 50 -- our concern was that different 25 wanted somebody who had not been involved,
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230 232
1 McCORMACK 1 McCORMACK
2 you know, who -- who was really separate 2 anyone else at MSG other than Mr.
3 from the organization to take a look at 3 Schoenfeld about that statement?
4 it 4 A.  No, I had not.
5 Q. Did that meeting happen to your 5 Q. Had you discussed the
6 knowledge? 6 possibility of Ms. Browne-Sanders being
7 A.  Idon't think it did. 7 separated with anyone else at MSG at the
8 Q. Do you know why it -- it didn't? 8 time that you signed that memorandum?
9 A.  No, I don't know that. 9 A.  No.
10 Q. Do youknow whether -- 10 Q. Atany point, did you have any
11 A, Just -- you know, I think the 11 discussion with Steve Mills about
12 lawsuit came and -- and we just 12 separating Ms. Browne-Sanders from MSG?
13 didn't -- we didn't follow-up on it. 13 A No.
14 Q. And did Mr. Thomas receive the 14 Q. Did you have any conversation
15 sensitivity training that you referred to? 15 with James Dolan about separating
16 A, No. 16 Ms. Browne-Sanders from MSG?
17 Q. And do you know why he did not? 17 A, No, Idid not.
18 A, Because the -- when the Jawsuit 18 Q. Anddid you have any
119 came that - that was about as much 19 conversations with Hank Ratner about
20 sensitivity training as he -- he would 20 separating Ms. Browne-Sanders from MSG?
21 ever want. 21 A. No, Idid not.
22 Q. What do you mean by that? 22 Q. Isitfair to say the only
23 A, Well, he had been accused of 23 person you spoke to about that was Mr,
24 some serious things, and he obviously I 24 Schoenfeld?
25 don't think would -- would do anything, 25 A. Ibelieve that is correct.
231 233
1 McCORMACK 1 McCORMACK
2 even the hug and kiss ever again. 2 Q. What is -- what was the
3 MR. MINTZER: Why don't we take 3 substance of your conversation with Mr.
4 a five-minute break. 4 Schoenfeld about separating
5 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: QOkay. The 5 Ms. Browne-Sanders from MSG?
6 bimeis 3:47 p.m., November 7, 2006. This 6 A, Well, we - _
7 is the end of tape number 3 of the 7 MR. GREEN: I instruct the
8 videctape deposition of Rusty McCormack, 8 witness not to answer. Privileged
9 {Recess taken.) 9 communication.
1P THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Okay. The 10 MR. MINTZER: You are taking
11 time is 3:59 p.m., November 7, 2006. This 11 the position that that is privileged?
12 is tape number 4 of the videctape 12 MR. GREEN: Yes, I am not
13 deposition of Rusty McCormack, 13 taking the position that the ietter itself
14 BY MR, MINTZER: : 14 s privileged, but the underlying
15 Q. Mr. McCormack, before the break 15 conversations which would be advice sought
16 you had mentioned a -- a memo that Mr. 16 or rendered would be privileged.
17 Schoenfeld had drafted that you signed. 17 Q. Areyou aware -- were there any
18 Do you recall that? 18 drafts of the memorandum that you signed
19 A. Yes. 19 that was authored by Mr. Schoenfeld?
20 Q. And that there was a statement 20 MR. GREEN: Same objection.
21 in that memorandum that said that 21 All communications between Mr. McCormack
22 Ms. Browne-Sanders should be separated 22 and Mr. Schoenfeld would be privileged
23 from MSG, correct? 23 except for the version of the document
24 A, Correct. 24 that is in evidence as to which no
25 Q. Hadyou had any discussions with 25 privilege has been asserted.
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1 McCORMACK 1 McCORMACK
2 corroborate the allegations. 2 gtatement in a document that -- saying
3 Q. This report was -- was addressed 3 that Ms. Browne-Sanders should be fired
4 to you, correct? 4 was after you had reviewed this report
5 A. That's correct. 5 marked McCormack Deposition Exhibit 7,
6 Q. Why didn't you think it was 6 correct?
7 significant to focus on it? 7 MR. GREEN: Objection to form.
8 A. It was done by the two 8 A. That's correct, but it had
9 professionals in this area, and it was 9 nothing to do with the report.
10 done for management review at that point. 10 Q. Based on this report, you made
11 Q. Butbased on this report, you 11 recommendations concerning Mr. Thomas and
12 made a statement in a —- in a memorandum 12 Mr. Mills; is that -- is that true?
13 that said Ms. Browne-Sanders should be 13 A. Thatis correct.
14 fired. Isn'tthat -- isn't that true? 14 Q. Didn't you think it was
15 MR. GREEN: Objection. That's 15 important to read it carefully before you
16 not the prior testimony. 16 made recommendations concerning these
17 Q. Mr.--you can answer, 17 gentlemen?
18 A, No, nothing based on this report 18 A, No, I--Iread through it,
19 was that. 19 but -- but again the recommendation was
20 Q. Isn'tit-- 20 coming from -- from legal also.
21 A, She had -- she had -- she had a 21 Q. Your testimony you just -- just
22 lot of troubles by then, and it -- but it 22 a couple of minutes ago was that you
23 was relationship issues. It was 23 didn't focus on this — on some of the
24 communication issues. She had already 24 words used in this report?
25 told Steve Mills that she could no longer 25 A, Atthe time I didn't focus on it
251 253
1 McCORMACK 1 McCORMACK
2 work there and please help her while she 2 all that much. I read it, but I didn't
3 works for employment but nothing based 3 know where it was -- whete it was headed.
4 upon this, 4 Q. And even though you were going
5 Q. Youonly made a statement in a 5 to make recommendations on the - refated
6 document that Ms. Browne-Sanders should be | 6 to the careers of Mr. Thomas and Mr.
7 fired after reviewing this report; isn't 7 Mills based on the report, you didn't
8 that a fact? 8 focus on what was written in the report.
9 MR. GREEN: Objection to form. 9 Isthat - is that an accurate statement?
10 You may answer, Mr. McCormack, 10 A. No. AsIsaidIread it, but
11 A, Okay. Yes. i1 I--to the minute detail, I did not.
12 MR. MINTZER: Could you -- 12 That -- John and Rochelle were the two
13 could you read the question back. I may 13 experts in this area, and I -- and I think
14 have -- 14 legal corroborated them on the -- further
15 A, Yes, but it had nothing do with 15 writing of the memo. '
16 this report. 16 Q. You think legal corroborated:
17 Q. Thereis no question pending. I 17 with Mr. Moran and Ms. Noel about the
18 am going to ask for it to be read back. 18 writing of McCormack 77
19 {Record read.) 19 A, Iam sorry. Ask again.
20 MR. GREEN: 1 objected to that, 20 Q. Did legal corroborate with Mr,
21 and you can answer the question. 21 Moran and Ms. Noel about the writing of
22 Q. Okay. And you can answer the 22 McCormack 7?
23 question. 23 A, Tthink so, but you'll have to
24 A, Thad reviewed the report. 24 ask them. I don't - I'm not sure.
25 Q. The only time that you made a 25 MR. MINTZER: McCormack 8,
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256

before, concerning Isiah Thomas and Mr.
Mills, right?

A. Um hum.

Q. Yes?

A.  Yes. Yes.

Q. Who were you directing those
recommendations to?

A. In the case of Isiah,

1 McCORMACK 1 McCORMACK
2 please. 2 it's -- obviously that's Steve Mills'
3 (McCormack Exhibit 8 marked for 3 decision as to whether he would do that or
4 identification.) 4 not.
5 (Document handed to witness.) 5 Q. And what about with respect to
6 MR. MINTZER: For the record, 6 Mr. Mills?
7 McCormack 8 is a two-page document that's 7 A, That would be Jim Dofan's
8 Bates stamped MSG 6363 and 6364. 8 decision.
9 {Pause.) 9 Q. Okay. And so did you
10 Q. Have you had a chance to review 10 contemplate that both Steve Milis and Mr.
i1 McCormack 87 11 Dolan were going to read this memorandum?
12 MR. GREEN: Take a moment, if 12 A. Tdon't remember contemplating
13 you need it, fo read it please, Mr. 13 it at the time.
14 McCormack. . 14 Q. Well, did you intend it, this
15 {Pause.) 15 memorandum, to be read by Mr. Mills and
16 A, Okay. 16 Mr. Dolan?
17 Q. Is this the memorandum that you 17 A. No, not necessarily. It was
18 referred to earlier in your testimony that 18 up -- you know, I really was pretty much
19 was drafted by Mr. Schoenfeld - 19 taking directions from the [egal
20 A, Correct. 20 department.
2% Q. --that you signed? 21 Q. And the statements that you made
22 A, That's correct. Yes. 22 concerning Ms. Browne-Sanders, did you
23 Q. Okay. The top line says that 23 intend them to be read by anyone?
24 it's to files. Do you see that? 24 A, Not necessarily.
125 A, Yes. 25 Q. Tthink you -- you testified
255 257
1 McCORMACK 1 McCORMACK
2 Q. What does that refer to? 2 hefore that you had had no discussion with
3 A. It'sa memorandum -- a 3 anyone other than Mr. Schoenfeld about the
4 memorandum to file, which -- which then 4 statements you've made concerning
5 goes into the employee relations files. 5 Ms. Browne-Sanders in this memo?
6 Q. Was this a memorandum that was 6 A, I'msure I discussed it with
7 intended to be read by any particular 7 John Meran at the time.
8 person? _ 8 Q. You discussed the content --
9 A.  Not necessarily. It was really 9 A. Yes.
10 written because at that point we -- we 10 Q. -- of the paragraph relating to
i1 assumed we probably were going to be sued. |11 Ms. Browne-Sanders --
12 So this was just to be on the record. 12 A, Well, these
13 Q. So this was a document that was 13 Q. Hold on. Hoid on.
14 created in contemplation of litigation? 14 A, I'msory. :
15 A, That's correct. _ 15 Q. Let me finish my question, sir.
16 Q. In the document, you made 16 You discussed the content of the
17 certain recommendations, as you said 17 paragraph related to Ms. Browne-Sanders

NI N R DD ek ek
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with Mr. Moran?

A.  That's correct.

Q. When did you do that?

A, Well, I showed him the
memorandum.

Q. You showed him this entire
memorandum?

A, Yes, Tdid. .
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1 McCORMACK 1 McCORMACK
2 Q. When did you do that? 2 and you -- believe me having been a
3 A. Ishowed to him - actually I 3 private company for some time and may be
4 might have showed it to him before I 4 going to be private again, but
5 signed it. I can't remember. 5 it -- the -- particularly today with the
5 Q. So sometime shortly - either 6 SEC and regulations, that he
7 shortly before you signed it or shortly 7 wouldn't -- he probably wouldn't know
8 after you signed it? 8 that, so we wanted to sensitize him, so
9 A. Yes. 9 that he could - he would -- and with

—
o

Steve, as I said, we - we recommended
that he meet with two people who had not
been involved with this issue and -- but
who are professionals and do follow-up.

Q. When you say though "in light of
the report,” what did the report have to
do with the recommendations that you were

10 Q. The memorandum is dated January
11 19, 2006. Do you see that?

12 A.  Um hum. Yes.

13 Q. You've already said that you

14 didn't draft it. Mr. Schoenfeld drafted

15 it. When did you first see a draft of .

16 this?

Tl e gy Sy
D WA

17 A. Maybe a couple of days prior to 17 making --
18 that at most. 18 A, They-—

419 Q. Youwrotein the first paragraph 19 Q. -~ with respect to
20 that you have reviewed the report of the 20 Ms. Browne-Sanders?

21 investigation conducted by Rochelle Noel 21  A. They -- it did not have anythirg
.122 and John Moran regarding the allegations 22 do with it.

23 recently made by Anucha Browne-Sanders and| 23 Q. So where you wrote "in light of
124 her counsel. "In light of that report, I 24 that report I am making certain

25 am making certain recommendations.” 25 recommendations,” you didn't really mean
259 261

1 McCORMACK 1 McCORMACK
2 What did you mean by that 2 that with respect to the recommendations
3 sentence, "in light of that report I am 3 for Ms. Browne-Sanders?
4 making certain recommendations"? 4 A. No, the -- again, Mark
5 A,  Well, we -- we -- based upon 5 Schoenfeld wrote this, but -- but
6 again the — the difficulty that Anucha 6 we -- the -- the action taken with Anucha
7 was having, the interpersonal problems 7 was done by Jim Dolan.
8 that she was having, her expressed desire 8 Q. How do you know that?
9 to leave the company, and all of the 9 A, Okay. So-- well, that's the

10 things that we have discussed today in 10 word T got.

11 terms of things like the open practice 11 Q. The word you got from whom?
112 fiasco where somebody could have been 12 A, ThatI'm not sure. I don't know

13 hurt, in view of things that I personally 13 whether it was Steve. 1 don't know

14 was involved with, you know, we - we -- I 14 whether it was -- I don't remember that
-115 did not disagree that she should probably 15 exactly. '
116 leave the company or should leave the 16 Q. " Someone had decided —

17 company. She just had poor relationships, 17  A. But Jim Dolan decided to -- that

18 and she had already lost the corifidence of 18 he was going to fire Anucha. '

19 the -- certainly the vice chairman of the 19 Q. Someone -- someone told you that

20 company with the budget fiasca. 20 that Jim Dolan said that

21 _ With Isiah we said, again we 21 Ms. Browne-Sanders was going to be
122 need to sensitize him. We should — you 22 separated?

23 know, different people have different 23 A, That's correct.

24 sensitivities. Is he aware of that? He 24 Q. Great. And then you had heard

25 hasn't worked in a large public company, 25 that before you made this -- you signed
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262 264
1 McCORMACK 1 McCORMACK
2 your name to this document, McCormack 8?7 2 specifically, and Steve Mills of course
3 A. Yes. 3 was the fact that she wanted to leave the
4 Q. Soit's fair to say that you 4 company.
5 learned about Mr. Dolan's decision, and 5 Q. Right. But the statements that
6 then you and Mr. Schoenfeld drafted a 6 were supposedly made to members of her
7 memorandum that would conform to Mr. 7 department, those were not statements you
8 Dolan's decision? 8 heard firsthand?
9 MR. GREEN: Objection to form. g9 A. I can't remember who exactly it
10 Q. Is that accurate? 10 was, but I may — I may have been toid. 1
11 A, We -- yeah, we did write 11 can't remember.
12 this -- we did write this with that, yes, 12 Q. Youmay have been told. You may
13 but the decision was him. You have speak 13 not have been told. Is that a fair - is
14 to Jim. 14 that accurate?
15 Q. Did you hear about 15 A.  Well, I probably was told
16 Ms. Browne-Sanders' supposed desire to 16 because that was the scuttlebutt in the
17 leave the company from anyone other than 17 company is she was having — she was
18 Steve Mills? 18 having conversation, and - and the fact
119 A, No, I don't believe so. 19 that she was unhappy and probably was
20 Q. No, you didn't hear about it 20 going to leave the company.
21 from anyone other than Steve Mills? 21 Q. So that part of your -- your
22 A, That's correct. Steve came to 22 statement with respect to
23 me to discuss the possibility of her 23 Ms. Browne-Sanders' future at the company
24 continued employment while she looked for 24 was based on scuttlebutt?
125 waork. 25 A, Yes.
263 265
1 MCcCORMACK 1 McCORMACK
2 Q. And -- and when did that happen? 2 MR. GREEN: Objection to form.
3 A. It was after she came to him, 3 Q. Who are the other members of M5G
4 which was in late November I think. 4 management that are referred to in that
5 Q. Your -- your memorandum says in 5 sentence?
6 the second line "However, based on 6 A, Well, I mentioned to you I am
7 comments Browne-Sanders made to Steve 7 one of them and Fran Hurley, my vice
8 Mills and members of her department before 8 president of training and development, is
9 making the -- her complaint, it is clear 9 another one. Tim Hassett, Joe DeCoco, who
10 that Browne-Sanders has a poor 10 was in charge of security. Of course,
11 relationship and difficulty interacting 11 Hank Ratner, who is -- you know with
12 with Mills and other members of M5G 12 budget issues and the fact that -- that he
13 management." 13 had said that she was probably over her
114 Do you see that sentence? 14 head, and there were other people.
115 A Yes. 15 Spedifically I don't know. I can't name
16 Q. What were the comments that 16 them all, but I -- I had heard again talk
17 M™s. Browne-Sanders had made to other 17 around the company that Anucha was just
18 members of her department that was the 18 over her head.
19 basis of that statement? 19 Q. Did you -- did you personally
20 A, She - I had heard that 20 have any difficulty interacting with
21 she -- she made some statements to other 21 Ms. Browne-Sanders?
22 members. I don't know exactly who that 22 A, No, Ididn't, but I didn't--1I
23 was, but I -- I -- that's what I 23 didn't have to.
24 understood. That was — that was the talk 24 Q. Okay.
25 around in the -~ in the - that 25 A, Ididn't have a real business
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
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_________________________________________ x
ANUCHA BROWNE-SANDERS,
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MADISON SQUARE GARDEN, L.P., ISIAH LORD
THOMAS, III, and JAMES DOLAN,

Defendants.
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VIDEOTAPE DEPOSITION of JOHN D.
MORAN, taken‘by the Plaintiff, pursuant to
Notice, held at the offices of Vliadeck
Waldman Elias & Engelhard, P.C, 1501
Broadway, New York, New York, before
Debbie Zarematidis, a Shorthand Reporter
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298 300
1 MORAN 1 MORAN
2 now four or five times, and the witness 2 was saying, hey, this is basketball ops.
3 has answered. 3 This was marketing and let's not intermix.
4 MR. MINTZER: No, I'm asking 4 Q. My - my question, Mr. Moran,
5 about what he has written here because 5 was did Mr. Thomas say what the basis of
6 there seems to be some confusion. 6 his knowledge was about Mr. — Mr. Nix's
7 MR. GREEN: That's ~- 7 relationship with Ms. Browne-Sanders?
8 Q. Iam asking him -- Mr. Moran, 8 A. No.
9 Mr. Thomas did say according to your note 9 {Moran Exhibit 11 marked for
10 that he would have done something if she 10 identification.)
11 said that Mr. Murphy was inappropriate? i1 (Document handed to witness.)
12 MR. GREEN: Objection to form. 12 A. 1Ishould start reading it?
13 Twill instruct him not to answer further. 13 Q. Yes.
14 He already answered the question. 14 (Pause.)
15 MR. MINTZER: Could you mark it 15 A, Okay.
16 for a ruling. 16 Q. CanIaskyou tolook at 13187,
17 Q. <Canlask you to look at the 17 please.
18 last page, 132047 18 A Yes.
19 A, Yes. 19 Q. The third paragraph on that
20 Q. Could you read from the top, 20 page.
21 please? 21 A, Okay.
22 A. "Do you understand Anucha could 22 Q. Canvyou read that?
23 feel her position was being usurped? No, 23 A, 'If players committed to it. We
24 Jeff Nix and Anucha had close relationship 24 did &, Idon't think there was a time we
125 and Jeff ran everything, and Anucha was 25 didn't work or tried to accomodata. If
299 301
1 MORAN 1 MORAN
2 his right hand. I kept Jeff as assistant 2 not, we gave a rational reason.”
3 GM. I asked Steve what her duties were. 3 Q. Do you recall what Mr. Thomas
4 I think she liked being in basketbalt 4 said in that -- in that connection?
5 ops"” -- "op and making decisions rather 5 A. I think it was in conjunction
6 than running her own department. Twanted | 6 with making players available. So we
7 changes but not out of dislike.” 7 he is saying, you know -- you know, I am
8 You want me to keep reading? 8 not sure there wasn't a time they didn't
9 Q. No. 9 doit, but if they didn't, they had a good
110 A, Okay. 10 reason for it. They tried to accomodate,
11 Q. Had you asked Mr, Thomas - 11 but if they weren't abie to they gave a
12 anything about Jeff Nix? 12 rationale -- a rational reason.
13 A. No, I don't believe we did. i3 Q. Could I ask you to lock at the
14 Q. Do you know what the basis was 14 bottom of the page, please.
|15 for Mr. Thomas' statement that Mr. Nix and 15 A, "Don't recall Steve coming to me
116 Ms. Browne-Sanders had a close : 16 about player avallability."
17 relationship? 17 Q. Did Mr. Thomas say that Mr.
18 A, Well, I--1think heis -- he 18 Mills had never raised the issue of player
[ 19 s trying to -- he is drawing the -- the 19 availability with him?
20 picture that Jeff Nix and Anucha had a 20 MR. GREEN: Objection to form.
21 dose working relationship, and he allowed 21 A, Weli, we followed that up. T
22 her to do a lot of things in basketball -- 22 think it answers in here. We told him,
23 outside of her -- her defined 23 well, did he ever come to you with
24 responsibilities into the basketball ops 24 concerns, and -- and then he said well,
25 world. When -- when Isiah came in, he 25 yeah, you -- he said you and Anucha need

76
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MORAN
You may answer, Mr. Moran.

A.  He didn't elaborate over what
period of time it was, but that's
certainly possibie.

Q. Well, I--he didn't -- he
didn't expressly say that, but that was
your understanding that he was referring
to the entire period that they worked
10 together?

11 MR. GREEN: Objection to form,
12 but you may answer.

13 A. 1 reaily don't know.

14 Q. Could you read the paragraph
15 right below that please, the four or five
16 times?

17 A.  "She tried to set up weekly

18 meeting. I told her that I won't be

19 meeting with you. Whatever you need we
20 will deliver, andﬁ/ili work with
21 you. We will fulfi r obligations."

22 And that was — 1 believe that was

23 the - you know, I shouldn't speculate.

24 I'm not sure what that was.
25 Q. CanI ask you to look at the

WSO D WA e
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ORAN
I love Hort me when he had to go.“
Q. ou ar Ms. Noel asked

whether --

A, Yes, [--

Q. Heis -~ let me just finish the
question.

Had you and Ms. Noel aske

whether Mr. Thamas had seen Mr.uas
a liability?

A, Yes, I believe so. -

Q. And Mr. Thomas said he did not?
A Correct.

. D u know the circumstances of
Mr. eparation?
A Actually I don't.

Q. Were you -- you weren't involved
with that?

A, HNo.

Q. Bo you know whether it was
voluntary or involuntary?

A Tknow he took a retirement, but
I think it was involuntary.

Q. And what's the basis for your
belief?

1 MORAN

2 next page, 131897

3 A.  Yes.

4 Q. Could you read the top

5 paragraph?

6 A. Alot of people -- Fm not sure
7 what that word is.

8 Q. Complain.

9 MS_HORWITZ: Comment.
10 A, Yeah. [ think it is comment to

13 is not here."

14 Q. Did he say what the — what the

15 problems that people had wifhhere?
16 A Mo, he didn't.

17 Q. Cani--

18 A.  Atthat poinﬁras gone,
19 so--

20 Q. Canl direct your dttention to
21 the middle of the page. It says “see
Zzhs“ -- do you see that?

23 A=*Um hum.

24 Q. Could vou read that sentence?
25 A "See s a lability. No,

11 me. “Alot of people comented to me they
12 have problems wiihﬂOne reason he

307
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MORAN
MR. GREEN: Objection to form.
A. He received a severance.
Q. Because he received a severance
you think it was involuntary?
MR. GREEN: Objection to farm.
A, Yes.
Q. Can I ask you to read the bottom

paragraph on 131892
A.  "BEver hear from Steve that_
was abusing” -- “abusive or hostile —
tostile. Mo, just you know ho
abusive of hosti
my presence. Could" --

something — "could be dismissive or short
or make you feel he didn't get it if he
didn't agree with you." I think that was

all -- all being said by Isiah.

Q. Did -- when Mr. Thomas said "no,
just you know how - did you know
what he was talking about?

A, No, I really didn't.

Q. Did you ask him what he meant by
that?

A.  No, I didn't. He actually

is.
le in
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310 312
1 MORAN 1 MORAN
2 said -- he went on and said, you know, he 2 A. "On court production" meaning
3 could be dismissive or short or make you 3 stuff that takes place at the half time or
4 feel you didn't get it. That was sort 4 time outs.
5 of I think he was elaborating there. 5 Q. Sowas — was Mr. Thomas saying
6 Q. Could you logk at the page 6 that Ms. Browne-Sanders had told him that
7 131917 7 she was responsible for basketball
8 A. Yes. 8 matters?
9 Q. Could you start reading from the 9 MR. GREEN: Objection to form.
10 top, please. i0 You may answer, Mr. Moran.
11 A. "March 22, 2004. Prior to 3/23 11 A, Well, Idon't -- I wouldn't
12 meeting with Steve said what the fuck.” 12 categorize it as basketball matters but
13 Excuse me. "If do you these things, what 13 those things that - that he ticked off,
14 am I here for. I wasn't clear as to what 14 yes.
15 she did. She was acting as if she was my 15 Q. Did he say that he called his
16 boss. I wanted clarification. Hired as 16 wife?
17 president at basketball op. Where I came 17 A Yeah. "Called wife. I have a
18 from that included everything. I asked 18 problem here. Explained to her what was
19 her what she did. Getting people into 19 going on. Called Steve and said we had to
20 building, ushers, security, profits and 20 meet."
21 loss, referees, players, getting to be" 21 Q. So Mr. Thomas told you that
22 something "other talent." On -- "getting 22 after his conversation with
23 to be on air talent. On court production. 23 Ms. Browne-Sanders he called his wife?
24 All that goes around the game she does. 1 24 A, Right. Correct.
25 replied what am I here for? If you do all 25 Q. Andthen he called Ms, -- Mr.
311 313
1 MORAN 1 MORAN
2 of that, what do I do" -- "what do.I did? 2 Mills?
3 Isaid what did I do? What did I do. You 3 A. Right.
4 may" - 4 Q. Canlaskyouto look at 131937
5 Q. Okay. 5 A.  Okay.
6 A.  "You may -- she replied you make 6 . Beginning with “recounted
7 trades, and he said we need to -- to meet 7 Stephon's."
8 with Steve to clarify what I am here for." 8 A, Okay.
9 Q. Okay. That's fine. 9 Q. Could you read that, please?
10 A, All right. 10 A, Readthat. "Recounted Stephon's
11 Q. Did — Mr. Thomas was saying 11 first name an incident over getting into
12 that Ms. Browne-Sanders told him that she 12 green room. 1 told her that it was a big
13 was responsible for -- for on court 13 mistake since we have no policy. Should
14 basketball matters? 14 let go. She took a hard stance and that
15 A.  "Ask her what she did. Getting 15 set her off on a bad relationship with
16 peopie into building, ushers, security, 16 him." Then Rochelle outlined what
17 profit and loss, referees." And I am 17 Anucha's position on that was, and Isiah
18 sorry the question was? 18 said -- on the above. So Rochelle
19 Q. Players. My question was — 19 outlined what Anucha said to us, He said
20 A. PFlayers, getting players. Oh, 20 "Well she came to me. T said for right
21 "players getting to be with.on-air 21 now let's go with it. I don't know who is
22 talent." Meaning setting up interviews I 22 important to him. He does recall saying
23 think and promotions. 23 earlier about only family, but on that
24 Q. And then what — I am sorty, and 24 night I made it -- I made a game - on
25 then something on court? 25 that night I made a game call. I made a
79
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MORAN
game call and told her to adjust to it
also. Big deal about him coming back
home. Bend until we know who was family,
friends, et cetera."

Q. The - when you are reading this
near the top, there is a reference to
green room. Do you see that?

A. Recount -- yes. Iam sorry.

Yes.

Q. What is the green room?

A.  The green room is where players'
family can hang out and have some privacy.
It is a private room.

Q. Okay. . Does this refresh your
recollection -- I think you testified
earlier in the deposition that you believe
that this issue with the credentialing had
to do with seating one of Mr. Marbury's
family members?

A.  Yeah. I--1thought it was
seating. It could have heen seating in
the green room. I am not sure,

Q. Did Mr. Thomas say there was any
issue about seating?

O 00~ A LN =
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MORAN
overweight, and he -- [ guess he was
offended by that and something about you
are not playing hard or have -- have
heart. And the way I understand it he was
quite offended, and he was like she is not
in basketball ops. Why is she telling me
to fose weight, et cetera,

Q. Was that an issue you raised
with Mr. Thomas or did he raise it in this
interview? _

A. I--1Ibelieve he did.

Q. 5o he raised the issue that he
had heard prior to his arrival at MSG that
Ms. Browne-Sanders had made comments to a
player named Sweetney?

A. Right. Georgetown I believe.

Q. Did he say -- did Mr. Thomas say
what the basis of his knowledge about this
was?

A. No, he didn't.

Q. Did he say whether
Ms. Browne-Sanders had made similar
comments to a player by the name of
Weatherspoon?

WS D WM

315
MORAN

A.  I--Tdidn't hear it, no.

Q. Canlyou ask to you look at the
next page 13194.

A.  Okay.

Q. Could you read the top of the
page?

A. Other player -- other players
complained. Just guys over -- just guys
overweight. Also Sweetney not playing
hard or having" -- or having -- or having
heart -- or having -- I think it is heart.

He -- he did - "he did speak to her about
this" -- "he didn't speak to her about

this or to Steve. Happened on someone
else’s watch. Jeff and Anucha did the
heavy lifting under Scott.”

Q. Do you know what the reference
in the beginning paragraph "other players
complaining had do with"?

A. Yeah, This was a problem, The
-- when he says heavy lifting under Scott,
he -- Isiah replaced Scott, and the other
players — she supposedly went to Sweetney
one night and said to him you are

WooSNMnH W=
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MORAN

A.  He--hedidn't hear. T--I've
heard semething about that, but he didn't
hear about it. No.

Q. Had you heard about this issue
with Sweetney before?

A. Thad, butI--I don't know
where 1 heard it from.

Q. You had heard that
Ms. - Ms. Browne-Sanders had said
something to Mr. Sweetney?

A, Yes,

Q. Do you recall what?

A.  Something similar, but I don't
recall who I heard it from. I -- actually
it might have been Frank Murphy, but I
don't know,

Q. And did you hear that
Ms. Browne-Sanders had said something to
Clarence Weatherspoon?

A, I'm not sure.

Q. Inthe middle of that page, Mr.
Thomas, did he say I am so disappointed
that he took shit for -- is that hiring?

A, Yes,
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