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(N TR CHCOIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS © s S
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION £

1
MARCIA VIIDRAL, individually o2
amed an hehalCof all oilers similarly i

- siteeleed, + Gt

Plaintiff, JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
V.

JAMES FREY, DOUNLEDAY &

COMIPANY, INC,, ALFRED A, KNOPF,

INC. difa ANCROR BOOKS,
and BANDOM HOUSE, INC.,

)

)

)

)

)

) - No. =
) 06CH0%089
)

)

)

)

1

DNefendants,

CLASS ACTTON COMPLAINT
HNOW COMES Plaintiff, Marcia Vedral, individually and on behalf of all others similarly

situated, by and thoougli their adorneys, Laeey D. Drury, Lt and Joh H. M_I:.xand::r &
Associates, LUC, and, complaining against lhft;u{nltls. Jatnes Frey, Doubleday & Company,
(ne,, Allred A Enopf, [ue, dftva Anchor Dooks, and Random House, Inc. (collectively,
“Peficndants™), stame as follows:

1. James Cicy and his publishers captured (he hearts and minds of Plaintiff and hook lavers
wiho were duped into buyiog the author's coarse and uplifting “memoir™ of recovery from drug
.alctﬂ‘ml and abuse.

2. Ileavily promoted hy Oprah Winfrey, the book, A Million Litrle Pieces,' has made many
millions of dallars, bt those sales are atributable to the book’s numeeous self-styled genuine

accounts of Mr., Frey's life destroyed and 1ife reconstrueted that never really happened. (See A

U eferences herein to A Million Little Picces™ o the “book™ or “memair” arc to diis

ook as published in auy media format, ¢ g., pant and audio compact disc (1.



Mﬂfr';m Little Picces, lagt naw::;flu | e

Ixhitiit A Though the book is marketed and styled as an inspirational memoir, in January nG
follawing fecent crliurassing media dizelosures Mr. Frey vinually admiticd that key acconnts in
-'|ii:'!-|__:.0n‘-( amonnt 1o nothing u:mm than pure fahrication.

i b | PlaintifT secks relief for beesell and other readecs who pucchased the hook and did not got
whiat they paid for, but instead, were induced by each of the defendants to buy (or tead) a phony
<p-talled “memair” of Mr, Frey®s gemine accous of wriumph uves ad versity.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

4. 'I'his Court has jurisdiction in this cuse pursuant lo T25 W.CS 5£2-200, i thal the
Iéfendants have trangacled business and mﬂmihed acts relating 1o the matlers complained of
lwrcin i thns sfatc.

5 Cook County is a proper venue for this action purswant 735 TLES 5/2-101 and 5/2-102, in
sz e lrmt;:lclim.'nr somie parl thereol owl of which this cause of action arosc oceuned within
Couk Caunty, and bacause the Defendants conduct business i Cook County and at least onc of
the Defendants is authorized (o transact business in Hlinois.

PARTIES

G.  Atall relevant limes, PlainG(T, Marcia Yedral, resided in Cook County, Ilinois. She
purchased A Milfion Littde Pieces in Movember or Decemnber 2005, published by the Defendants,
at Dorder’s Dooks Jocated in Mt Prospect, Cook County, Illinois, hecause she had seen the book
deceplively promaoted by Mr. Feey on the Oprah Wiafccy show, and by the Defeadants on or in

the book itsclf (¢ g, Eahibit A), as a true nccount ol the author’s battles as a dnuyg addict and of

e snivhor's recovery.
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7. Defendant Janes Vicy is the anthor ol A Million Little Fieces and iz, ‘;-ll'iti'l résp-:m 1o the
condued herein alleped, an apent of each of the publisher Defondauts, in writing, promotng,

. qﬁm'knﬁnﬂ and representing the book as o memoir and true and honest wodk ol nan-fiction. Mc.
Frey un_d-.u.iuuk said acts in Cook County, Nllinois and clscwhcre, and continuously transacts

5 Lu-nnc.w i Cuok Couity, Wlinols in that, at all refevant times, he has profited from sales of the

beok, nwcm-ntetf ns described herein, in Cook County, lllinais. Mr. Froy reccived a hefliy cash

FeCCives pation af the profit from sales of the book.

] advance from the publisher-Delendants for the sale of the book and on information and beliel

] % Defindant, Alfred A, Knopl, Inc_, a book publisher and a division and agent of Delendant

} Random House, luc., promoted, marketed, published, represented and caused 1o be sold, the
haok, A AMiflion Little Pieces, under the respected Anchar Rooks brand name, an behalf of itsel |

and Randon House, [ne., to and for eonsumption by Plaint (T and the Class, a5 a inemoir aaod o

-:14'1-:1 hotrsst m'::;ﬁ M;‘ If-ll';l;'l.'ﬁ;:ﬁ{lri. Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., undertook said acts in Cook County,

i Minuiz and esewhere, and conlinuously transacts business in Winais.

1 0. Defendant Doubleday & Company, Inc. (“Doubleday”), a division and ageat of
Delendant Random House, Inc. and o respeceed name in the publishing industry, promated,

I miarketed, published, represeated, and caused to be sold, the book, 4 Million Litile Pieces, on
i,ﬂuﬂ[.nl'ilﬁﬁlf andd Randam House, Inc,, to and for consumplion by Maintiff and the Class as a

: memnie and true and honest work of non-fiction. Doubleday undertook said acls in Cook

] Cmanty, Hinois and elsewlicre, aud continuously transacts business in Nlinois, Ms. MNan A

Taless is & Senior Vice President of Doubleday and the Publisher and Editorial Dicector of Nan




—

A. nlwa.:ﬁ'l.ﬁhh.l'u.rl.:w: a trade l:::-qk iﬁul\.l.}.ﬂﬁn[é i;npriﬂl {hat

also published A Million Little Pisces.

tds Calese is listed &5 one of the: pulifishers af Plaintifs book.

'. Il'l Delendant Random Fouse, Ine.,, a well-kpown publishing house that readers trust and
tespec, promoted, mnrkc:lq.ui, publishud, represented and caused to be sold, the book, A Million
Li.i'!_.'c! Pieces 10 and For consimptian by Plaintiff and the Class as a memoir and true aud honest
waork of non-fiction. Random House, Inc, perpelrated said acts in Cook County, Hlinois and
clsewhere, and continnously fransacts business in Hlinois.

SUBSTANTIVE ALLEGATTIONS
L. A Miflian Little Pieces is styled and promoted as a truc account of Mr. Froy's lifc us a
destructive, drug-addicied young adult who resurrects his life in a rehabilitarion progrun.,

12.  Mr. Frey repodiedly told Cleveland's Plain Dealer in o May 2003 interview that the

boole wis siraipht non-fiction, claiming that his publisher, Doubleday, “contacted the people |

u.rl‘i:'-ti:: i;]::;':fil irll:lh-u hor.}k ::'ull the evends depicied in the book checked oot as factuslly sccurate [ -
changed people's names. 1 do believe in the .'.'umn.)lmil)r part of AA, The only things [ changed
wisee aepects of peaple tat inight reveal their identity, Otheowise, it's all troe ® (See
thesmokinpgin.com.)

3. However, the hook was only published as a memwir aficr it was reportedly shopped
a3 anovel lo numerpus publishing houses, each of which declined 1o publish the book. M. Frey
has reportedly stated that it was his publishers’ decision to publish the book as a memair
14, ‘'[he book gained increased popularity resulting from Oprah Winfrey's endorsement of

ihe redemptive dale as parl of her well-known “Book Club.® Morcover, in the October 6, 2005,

Oprah Winfrey lelevision show entitled “The Man Who Kept Oprah Awake at Might,” Winfrey




