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| Smythe, Georgina Co
Witch who writes in to Tilden Toots' herbology radio show "Toots' Shoots 'n' Roots" to ask about
a sick Flitterbloom plént (JKR). The name is only heard, not seen in print,'so it may also be

K speIIed 'Smithe".

snails
Poisonous orange snails were for sale in the Magical Menagerie; they could have been streelers

(PA4, FB).

Snape, Eileen Prince

Presumably the name of Eileen Prince, after she ma_u'ried Tobias Snape. See Prince, Eileen.

Severus Snape
: '(;Tanuary- 9, 1960-May 1998; Slytherin 1971)
Severus Snape was a conundrum to all who lmoW him: cruel to his most vulnerable students, yet
respected by hi’s c;élleagues; Dumbledore's conﬁ.dant, healer. and murderer; the only person
known to have been both a dedicated Death Eater and a full-fledged member-of the Order of the
Phoenix. . '

Sc;.verus Snape was the only child of Tobias Snape (a Muggle), and Eileen Prince ‘Snape (;1
witch). The Snape household on Spinner’s End in an indusu'ia_l'part of no@ém Englahd was not
| a happy one. To_bias Snape frequently unleashed his a_mgef on his wife, and Severug, their wizard

child,' was neglected or worse. When he was about 9 years old, young Severus discovered



| another magically gifted cl:ild at the neighborhood playground, and fell in»leve with green—eyed |
Lily Evans’s generous nature and her daring and_ tried to ferget that she was a ‘Mudbloed,” a
Muégle-bom witch (DH33). | |

| Severus and Lily attended Hogwarts together from 1971 to 1978, but Severus wa_s_sorted into
Slytherin and Lily was sened into Gryffindor. Their other classmates included lau1es Potter |
Smus Black, Remus Lupin, Bertha Jorkins and the children of the Death Eaters Avery and
Mulmber Students in other years 1ncluded Regulus Black and Lucius Malfoy ThlS was the
decade of Voldemort’s first rise to power, and the student body at Hogwarts teﬂected the tulmoil
of the larger world. Blood status uvas fair game for schoolyard taunts and many young students
were fascinated by Voldemort’s power and ideas. Snape, who allegedly arrived at Hogwarts
- knowing more curses.than tnost upperclasemen, was one of tl:ese students. At-any rate, Lily grew
more and more disturbed as her old friend Severus developed friendships with a gi'oup of
.Muggle-hating Slytherins, especially Avery and Mulciber.

‘Snape and James Potter quickly developed a loathe/loathe relationship, partly because they
~ were both att_racted to Lily Evans, partly because James was so strengly against the Dark Arts,
James and his best friend Sirius nicknamed Snape "Snivellue," and taunted him about his |
unkempt appearance. Both boys rarely lost an opportunity to hex one another (OP28, 29).

Over the years. Snape spent a lot of time following James and his friends around, trying to
find ways to get them expelled. When Snape became too curious about where Lupln went every -
month, Sirius Black tn'cked him into entering the passage under the Whomping Willow to find
- out. He would have been killed by Lupm as werewolf -- or wound up a werewolf hlmself - 1f

James Potter hadn't realized what was happening and pulled him back Far from being thankful

Snape deeply resented being in debt to James (PS17).



Snape’s worst memory was of an incident that happened dnring-his fifth year at Hogwarts.
The day everyone took their O.W.L.s, James and Sirius snucl_c up' on Severus and humiliated him
in front of all the other students. Lily was nearby and stopped Janaes but Severus, angry and
embarrassed, lashed out at Lily and called her the unforglvable -- a Mudblood. He apologized to

- her later, but she would have none of it. Severus could not have Lily’s friendship and still have

- . his Muggle-hater friends. Lily severed her ties with her childhood friend and marned James

Potter three years later, but Snape would always love her (OP-28).

-As they reached majority, Snape and many of his Slytherin cohorts became Death Eaters. It
is not known to what extent he participated in Voldemort's reign of terror, although he always
remained m good standing with Voldemort. On Voldemort's orders, Snape applied for a
Hogwarts professorship in the winter or spring of l'980 and while eayesdropping on her
interview, overheard part of TrelaWney's prophecyregarding "the one with the power to
vanquish the .Dark Lord" and passed the part he heard‘ on to his mast_er (HBP25).

This small act was to be a turning point for Snape: when Snape learned 'th.at hased upon the

' prophecy that Voldemort planned to attack the Potters to destroy James and Lily's infant son, he
was terrified. Snape went to Dunibledore to warn him_ of the pending attack and to ask him to
keep Lily safe. Aﬁer the Potters were betrayed Snape was S0 i’ull of remorse that he offered his
complete allegianee to Dumbledore, on_ the condition that Dumbledore never reveal it to anyone
(DH33). Snape was to stay undercover as a Death Eater, provide Dumbledore with inside
infornlation, and protect Han'y at the same time. This was something Snape was ideally suited
for: he was such an accomplished Ocelumens that even Voldemort could not see his thoughts. As
Dumbledore later told Snape, “To give Voldemort what appears to be valuable information while

withholding the essentials is a job I would entrust to nobody but you.” (DH33). The downside for



Sxiape was thﬁ he would be open 'fo accusations of cowardice, sdmetﬁiﬂg hé became exﬁemly
sensitive to. |
Hc;wevcr, Dum_bl_edore would ﬁot 'necd :Shape"s épying skills fqr many years to come;
Voldemon’s physical body was destroyed when the Avada Kedavra curse he aimed at oné-yéar-—_
old Harry Potter rebounded on him. His mother Lily’s self-séq‘ri-ﬁce ~séoond$ béfofe"had
unexpectedly protected hver son; When the Miniéhy put the Death Eaters on tria_l after .
-V-‘oldemon’s fall,. Dumbledore vouched for Snape’s loyalty .and Snape was never iﬁpﬁsomd '
(GF30). |
 For the next 16 years _SeVeruéSnape was the Potions Master af Hogwafts and head of
Slytherin House, a position of considerable authority aﬁd respect. His teaching style was based
on intimidation and builying. He fé_vpred students of his own house while activéiy undermining |
the effofts of students from Gryffindor. The othcr_ professors knew that Snape _had been a Deafh
| Eater, but all seemed to feel that Dumbledore’s trust was sufficient prlqc.)f that Snape no longer
subscribed to Voldemort’s goals. |
Wiaen Ha_lrly started school,'. Snape took an instant dislike to this child he was chafged to .
protect. Unfortunately for Harry, he looked just like Snape’.s. rival .Tainés Potter -- w:th the
exceptioﬁ §f his mother’s green eyes. Snape was also cruel to Neville Longbotto:h for no
~ discernable reason exégpt perhaps that he could sense that Neville was ‘afré.id of him.

From Harxy?s point of \}iew, Snape’s words were often at odds with i:is behavibr. 'Desplit'e
petty harassment, points taken, and detentions give'n,. Snape repéatedly protécte& Harry from
Quirrell (PS11), stymiled.Umbridge's attempt to force Harry to drink Veritaserum (0P325 ,and
never took advantage of his innumerabie Eh,ances to kill him. Wheq Voldémort regained his

powers at the end of Harry’s fourth year, Snape was able to satisfy the Dark Lord of his loyalty



aﬁd reéstablish his pbsitibn among the Death Ea@. His_role'v;(as 1o use his position at Hogwan§
 and his mémbe’tship in the Order of the Phoenix to bring infdnnatién on Harry and Dumbledore
to Voldemort. Only Bellatrix, Voldemort’s mést fanatﬁ:al followcf; harbofed any doubts that
Snape was a true Deaih Eater (HBP2). | _ |

During Hari'y's fifth year, Snape tutored Harry in Océlumency at Du_mbledore's request,
. under cover of Remedial Potjons. The lcssonS went badly and ended abrupt].y when Snape caught
Han‘& peakin.g. at the ﬂiemories he had stored in the Pen_siéve for :safekegping (OP24, 28). Harry
did not leam. how to close his mind to Voldemort in tirﬁe, and despite the fact that both of them
glimpsed bits of each oiher's.deprived childhoods, neither one seems to have gained any empathy
for thg other.- Harry certairily wasn't the "pampered little prince".tb_at Snape thought him.

Diéaster struck in .tbe summer of 1996 when Dumbledore began hunting for Voldemort’s
Horcruxes and coﬁldn’t resist trying on the cursed fevéréil ring. Snape rushed to his aid, but . |
could not permanently contain the damage. Snape esti‘mated that Dumbledore had less than a

year to live, but was shocked by the Headmaster’s response. Since Voldemox"t had plans to kill

" . Dumbledore anyway (using young Draco Malfoy),. Dumbledore told Snape to kill him before

anyone else could, and thus spare Draco and maintain his cover. Snape saw the necessity and
gﬁmly agreed (Di-I33)._ Later that summer, a ﬁnﬁc Narcissa.and a snarling Bellatrix trapped |
him into making an Unbreakable Vow to protect Draco and "carry out the deed that the Dark
Lord ... ordered Draco to perform.” (HBP2). Snape’s role was inescapablé. Itis Snape who

' _ murdérs Albus Dumbledore, the most powerful wizard of his age, the Headméster who trusteh
him and hlred him, and Harry's ia_st remaining father f}gure (I-[BPZ7). Snapelescaped with Draco

and fled to safety (HBP28).



| Snape had other instmétidns frbm Dumbledore, including a dbnble éross that would |
hopefully protect Harry once he reached his majoﬁty and ilad to leave Privet Drive. It worked,
but fMad Eye’ Mooéy was killed and 'Sn_apé (ﬂying .with the attacking Death Eat‘é:xs)', missed a _
shot and cursed George’s ear off (DH4, 5). '
Dﬁmbledore also instructed Snape to protect the childrenAalt Hogu"arts as mﬁcﬁ as he could
6nce Véldefnort took control. Even though Snape was made Headméstcr, his was no simpie task.
bécaﬁse Voldemort had placed the Carrows at HogWarts toc;. Alecto replaced the murdered |
Charity Burbage and turned Muggle Studies into a class where Muggle-haters were iﬁ_doctrinated
in'Vo]demoft’s-propaganda. Amycus became the Defense Against tﬁe Dark Arts professor and | -
used it to teach the Dark Arts instead (DH29). |
Once Snape Was en'sconced' in the Heédmaster"s office, he could communicate with.
Dumbledore in a limited way via his portrait. This was how Snape knew when to get
Gryffindor’s sword to Harry in the fofest'. Snape was told that “it must be taken under conditions
of need and valor—and ke must not know that you give it!’; so he hi& the sword in an icy pond and
* used his doe Patronus to draw Harry to its hiding place (DH 19). Snape’s tenure as Héadmaster _
ended just before the ﬁna] battle when McGonagall and Flitwick conﬁ’bﬁted Snape,.and he
escaped By flying out an open window (DH30). -
Snape flew to Voldemort in the Shrieking_Shack where he begged to be allowed to find
Harry Potter first. Voldemort did not suspect his motives, but killed him anyway in an'.erroneous '
attempt to gain mastery err the Elder Wand (DH3.2). Severus Snape was a consummate spy and
" hedieda perfect spy’s déath: his cover intact, his final briefing delivered, remembering the
woman he loved. Harry was able to usé Sﬁape’s final intelligence to kill Voldemo_rt once and for

all. Harry also made sure that the Wizarding world knew the true role of Severus Snape.



| Appearance
e Black, greasy, shoulder length hair
e Black eyes
o Sallow, pale complexion
e Other features: long, hooked nose, scowl; Dark Mark on left forearm but not always
clearly visible. |
e Young Severus; was skinny with a thin face and loﬂg hair that hadn’t been cut for a while.
. He iended to wear mismatched clothes that wére either too. short or were clearly
borrowed ﬁém ﬁis pal_‘ents.'
"Severus' has obvious connotations of severity and strictness. There are also several saints with
the name ‘Severus.!
'Snafe' isa \_:iIIagé in North Yorkshire near Hadrian '; (al;a Severus’) Wall with a building
known as ‘Snape Castie. * There is another Snape Village that is near Saxmundham, northeast of
Ipswich near the Aldé River.
snape (v,) - 'to be hard upon, rebuke, snub,’ c.1300, from Old Norse shejpa ‘to outrage,
dishonor, disgrace.’ (etymonline) | |
sneap: 10 nip; pinch; put down; repress; snub (phrontistery).
Other names: ‘Sev’ which was Lily’s nickname for him, ‘Snivellus,’ used by James to ridicule

him; the 'Half-blood Prince’ a pun Snape made on his mother's maiden name.

Snape's office and private stores _
A dimly lit room in the dungeons (CS5), with walls lined with glass jars filled with different

colored potions and slimy bits of plants and animals (OP26). A rather alarming number of people






