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Sweet ,  D . J .  

Defendant and Counterclaimant Arachnid, Inc. 

("Arachnid") has moved pursuant to Rule 15(a) of the 

Federal Rules of Civil Procedure for leave to file a First 

Amended Answer and Counterclaim containing an additional 

counterclaim of patent infringement against Plaintiff 

Touchtunes Music Corporation ("Touchtunes") for 

infringement of Arachnid's U.S. Patent Number 6,191,780 

(the "780 patent"). Upon the facts and conclusions set 

forth below, the motion is granted. 

P r i o r  P r o c e e d i n g s  

This action originated as a declaratory judgment 

patent infringement action filed by Touchtunes on December 

20, 2007. Touchtunes originally asserted that Defendants 

Rowe International Corp. ("Rowe"), AM1 Entertainment, Inc., 

and Merit Industries, Inc. (collectively, the "Rowe 

Defendants"), infringed several of Touchtunes' U. S. 

Patents. Touchtunes also sought a declaratory judgment of 

noninfringement and invalidity of six patents, including 

the '780 patent, owned by Arachnid (the "Arachnid patents- 

in-suit"). In its Answer and Counterclaims, filed on 
















