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Pleas as to Jurisdiction
Article 15

1. The tribunal shall have the power to rule on its own jurisdiction, including any
objections with respect to the existence, scope or validity of the arbitration
agreement.

2. The tribunal shall have the power to determine the existence or validity of a
contract of which an arbitration clause forms a part. Such an arbitration clause
shall be treated as an agreement independent of the other terms of the contract.
A decision by the tribunal that the contract is null and void shall not for that
reason alone render invalid the arbitration clause.

3. A party must object to the jurisdiction of the tribunal or to the arbitrability of a
claim or counterclaim no later than the filing of the statement of defense, as
provided in Article 3, to the claim or counterclaim that gives rise to the objection.
The tribunal may rule on such objections as a preliminary matter or as part of the
final award.



