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.Super Heroes
A\«Vnth Super Problems

hnng,‘clninul. of-all basic clements’ by the godlike: villain:.«
Galactusi One picture shows: cosmie force: rays: bombard.
irgs Minhattan. Stan: Leeg chiek writerseditor of Marvel:
Lonriq.t‘ tellii production: many Sof. Brodsky,. IVs nat clean:
thas dlarn;r:rrhmfng:nw. "He thinks.for & few seconds:. ?
am&;hmpemlmm"llﬁ. ZIK, ZIK” at the pointxof i un.w 4
pugﬂothmmmm Sook! writer-would have wasted: thaez -
feva secoisds tox think what. cosmié: fores: rays:sound: likeii -
Wﬁmﬂﬁhm]manm Pow!’ or: “Zap&? nmomevu ,.
ngie _?.mtimakm R e :
tﬁ, 8 Eewy 435 (a2 nativesNew: Yorker; mmltn-.\vlndw* 4
smﬁuué;. rangy: lookalike: of- Rex- Harrisom: He's got. . ;
thmhongéigwuudi Humorous: eyes. thinning, but: taseeful: .
gra¥ biify, the brightestcolored: [vy wardrobe: in- capeiviges,: 3
m&@;ditpmnmﬁumhm working aem‘l’uadnr..ﬁ
Thiiredays: Saturdip ands Sunday onshis suburbane terrace;s |
cmkﬁgwt&mmplmﬁvlmtmpmu’s. .
h :va;oo&mwaml does: a.ﬁnerepm.lu:uom 1
nﬁ a rnllmn.Cmtmmqumu we'lvere: hearing on- :!u.N
c!u., interviews back is Ocrober: Thar voice got on the
phone to: Mitvel Comics ag 625 Madison Avenue and saids. -,
“ Hellbyi: chis: is: Federico Fellink. L Tiks- very- rnudmyouﬂ
comcﬂ!ﬁcen-bw:«l'comt see you, yea?'" .
e Nopiimtzpum Somebody had: -
shown. Félling » couple of Lee's: Marvel -
rnasm'pieuz while: the- greas- [talian:. /£t
Al dirumaﬁwm racked: out with: f
viruk nk‘lﬁa« Hotek Plerrec Fellini:
mme\i-un at Stan Leo’s office with..
a- meditim-sized: entourage: his.
firse: day: ouv of m:hlud...
“Hts my buddy now,” saye
“ oLt

§in Rome: I'm supposed to take--
T 'cartoonmﬂ' convention. wheny.-
. Bate for the Sivrer Charity open-
ing mflllu}yu. T
- drew a bigger audience than-
Pmmhown when he spoke lase
;nii Hyrdk. one of sthe hippest: schools
o lh:,entem Seaboard. Co-cd dormitories!
From the Ivy League ta the Pacific Coast Con-
ference; 25 campuses have their own chapter
of the “Merry Marvel Marching Society.” The
AMLMLMLS. is ac Oxford and Cambridge, too.

Pre-college Marvel fans at times have taken
1o assembling on the corner of Madison and 58th
Streee, waving wildly with home.made signs when.
ever anybody appears at the second-fAnor windows
of Marvel's three workrooms. “Like we were the
Heatles or something,’ Lee muses.

In terms of the reai world, al} this adulation
means that Marvel dreulation has tripled in three and a
half years, With an annual circulation of 35 million, Marvel
(which puts our 17 super-type comic hooks) is now a com.
fortable number two in the comics industry, gradually
edging up on the long-estahlished Superman D, C. line,
No other comic book publisher can show anything like
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ary harvest of promation tie-ing. is starting to Moom, ton
Forty thousand. Marvelites have come up with a dullar for.
their Merry- Marvel Marching Society kits, In the works
are plastic models; games; a Spider-Man. jaza record:
and a television cartoon series: L

“We' really never-expected: all. this, your
know,”" Les admite. [ mean it stazted out as- -
a gam, mostly. § just theught maybe it.would
be worth rrying to upgrade the magaaines.
a little bit: Audiences- everywhere- arer
getting: hipper: these days.. Why: not the-
comie book: audience; tno? And then
all of: a2 suddenr we: were getting 500
letters a day about what great satire
these« storiess were; and hows sig«- -
nifieant;. We used to get about one.
letter a year-. .. befores’ _ :

Refare Stan Lee dreamed: ups
the: “*Marvel Age: of Comice?® im:
1961, Whien: Lee went.to work for
the comic: book divisiom of: Martin:
Goodman’s. publishing- outfic he was: L
17: yeass: old. BE: 1968 hé. had. beew: YoR¥- |3
manufacturing comic strips-as. the:same: NLEX_ Yot
stand-for: 20° years:. [t was getting tonbe<= . ',
GresomeL - . . . L g g aie W07 '

~ Nostalgia: aboist: oldi comic books: ix & large itemy nows:
what with Pop art and Camp- riding; hight but fond remenst:
brance of childliood joys'is ane; thing: and acinelly. seadingsr|
thar stuff is:something quite diffétent. [€'s no- accidens moser™4
adulty: outgrew: the. comics. of: theiz- dag at pubersty:. The:- _,
carefully. selécted: samples inc Jules: Feiffér's- Great. Comio:

Boek Hirses anthology give pleasure because they are pers:
feet examples: of theiz: formi: Butsas: ther same: old tireds-
stories-and stiff drawings were trotted: out year after yeas
they couldn’t keep up the pace: " Have some pundh” Bavs-
marn would: quip as. he: decked: s bad guy; idiot puns. were:
the height ot old: comic: book: humor: “Whae th'2™ and-
“Huh™ were: as. expressive- as: Captaini Marvel ever got:
Superboy;. o returning. froms a recent adventure: in the-
ancient past; said, “Bye now; Hercules and Samsoe.” This.
is hardly an example of super-conversation; points out John-
Butterworth; Class of: 64 in his Colgate JMareon study,:

“Spides-Man- strives for Starus in Competitive: Comic:

Book World of Insincere Super Heroea™
Comic book: supex beings had mighty powers-

but no personality=noe until. Stam Leo tried!

out the Fantastic Four in October, 1965

The whole new tone of. Lee's vision to
" hring human reality into comie books was:
set in an eatly F.F. appearance. (All Marvel
characters quickly pick up affectionate. nicknames.) This
super crime-fighting texm was evicted fromy their Man-
hattan skyscraper HQ, because they coulda’t get up the
rent. The stock market investments that paid their lab-
oratory bills had temporanily failed.
~ The Fantastic Four, who appear in their own comic
 book and guest star in other Marvel publications, are
beset as much by interpersonal conflicts as by super villains.
Invisible Girl, Sue Storm Richards, is always bugging
hubby Reed Richards, Mr. Fantastic, to leave off with the
world-shaking inventions already and take her out to a
’ liscotheque. One sometimes wonders how much the phallic
implication of My, Fantastic's body-stretching power has
to do with holding this stormy couple together, Sue’s kid
hraother, Johnny, is the Human Torch, He flames, fies—
and swings uff-duty in 2 Corvette Stingray, The grumpiest,
most complex, most ambivalent and most popular member
of the Fantastic Four is the Thing. "“Bashful, blue-cved
Benjamin J. Grimm,” as the Thing likes to refer to him-
«clf in more lyrical momentes, usually just before issuing
his clarion cry, "Tt's Clobberin’ Time,” has actually de-
serted to the <ile of the villains on nccasion,




Lee calls Ben Grimm."a tragic monster who cheera
himseli up by acting the cloww. .. a good man with a bitteri
heart.” The: Thing, talke: like. Jimmy, Durante: and. huq
mood.: reasons to- be: bitter: As moons!
s rocket mishap with cosmic rays Kaved
X . the rest of. the K. super, poweg

that cain be tumed. on: and: off
- . will, But-it left:hing looking lik
“ . a human-shaped. rock’. lormanoni

“covesed: withr brokens pieces: of)
nnu-mlou& Aowerpom!™~

. iaw analysisg.! Hark:: the: Hul k:
~* Hurdles. mmYoumHm"'%__
" o The Fintastle P‘ounnpgdl
be:mmoi, > thier hottesw thin

= fod
dﬂmﬂdhﬁmtﬁﬂd:pukmﬁl‘;m&mdmtmn’" g
short;™7 s théisupesvanti-Beros of ous timell 4,1 ¥ 1t iY
J'IBrupnﬂrym!mdl‘y mﬁhuhoo&?pﬂii-&l‘ -
begarr whem orphay: Peter Parker; a brilliante: butf jendles
high schoobita: fmFomHﬂWQm ceidenenlly

bnmbymradimam&'u: at m sciencs fain.‘l'hiﬂ rd
hims: thes éqaal’ of} a: gigantic: spidess, lnt Speeds: Agilind
Chmhn;;l"mm Strengtlicto BodrMin Ratio-and Sixd

u‘muﬁtﬁ&m.‘*‘:“z" B I N B
Péter-immediately: uﬂ& hinulﬁ*a:dmm ‘

10~ as- to.avoid: shocking: kindly; old- Unele: Bin: ands Ain

Mayi sad; then~he: wens: into show: bis. His supes:

liker mosts of~ Spuh:-Mu’s bnei: um-m of:. victom,
tumned: tos ashess; .. et

Tih:phnmﬂmmplmmbeha&m )
a paycheck made our to Spider-Man:. . . The'TV: prod
insisted he couldn’e give ous cash because of the tax: rmrdd
So SpidérsMan weng to 2. banltand. . ... ‘

Bank Clerk: F'll have to see some identifiestion}”

Spider-¥an: Whar abous my COSTUME?>

Bank Clerk: Doa’t be sillyl ANYONE ca wear »
costume! Do you have & social security card, or a driver' ﬂ
licenss in. the name of Spider-Man?

Wandering off in 2 blue funk, Spider-Man. juss
shrugged unconcernedly as a burglar ran by. When he got:
back home: to (a regrenably unauthentic rural-looking).i
Forest Hills, of course it turned out that the burglae had&
just murdered Uncle Ben.

Spider-Man duly vowed to be more public-spirited: inv:
the future, But now he reefly had money problems. Aune;
May would not hear of his quitting school. But how coulds
he support the household with a part-time job and stil} find:§
time to catch crouks? He tried to solve everything by goings
on salary with the Fantastic Four. (All Lee's characters -
are located- around New York and tend to run inte each:
nther on the job) Butr the F.F, wanted to keep their non
profit foundation status and turned him down. “You came::
tns the wrong place, pal,” said the Thing unsympartheticalty:.
*This ain’t Generai Motors.”

At the momens, Peter Parker has a science scholarship.



to State College and supplements it by freelancing news
photas, His specialty is delayed-action pix of his spider self
in combat. [t's not much money—Peter Parker is 2 lousy
businessman~hue at least it picks up the tab for Aunt
May's many hospitalizations. '
The Hulk is the mose unstable character in the history.
of comie books. At first, scientist Bruce Banner and the
jully green monster had a gamma-ray induced Jekyll-Hyde
vo-tenancy. But now the Hulk is in permanent possession,
having: absorbed. some of Hanner's 1.Q. but none of his-
peaceable: ways. Hulky will bash: anything thae gets in his:
way—including: Ylacvel's other supez heroes. and the: U. S,

or Soviet Armed Forces. B

Thor; the Norse thundergod, recently had to
r)

take am elevator ta: the top of 2 midtown sky-
scraper before he could Ay off to Asia to.stop
a rampaging super witch-doctror—because a
.cop- wouldn't: le: Thor. whirl- his magic: £
hammer on 3 crowded street. A woman: A
in. the: elevator looked: up at. Thor's
shoulder-length: blond. curls. and
mused; . “That- REMINDS. me~l'ny
due for a2 PERMANENT at noom.”,
Pracically every costumed: hero
in Lee’s new Marvel Comics myth=-
ology displaces enough symbolic weighy:
to become grist for an English Lit. Ph.D:
thesis:-
The. unremittingly tragic Iron- Man
- usually-has to shlep home his transistor--
powered armor for recharging after a fight;. \
Since: his. heart:. (chewed: up- by- Vier Cong:
bullets). is also transistorized,. this tends to bee- ‘
come-a tricky business. Daredevil; revival. of: 3
a famous comic book name, is now. the world's / Iy

only. dlind masked hero: He struggles through
with his indomitable will and “radar senses”
acquired by getting run' over with a truckful of yranium.
Equally indomitable is the unshaven; cigagr-chomping Nick:
Firy, who functions simultaneously in Sgt. Fury and his
Howl}n; Commandos, and Nick Fury, dgent of
S.H.1.E.L.D: A black cye-patch distinguishes the post-war
Fury from his military seif.

However, Captain America, that fighting hero of
World War 11, comes on more like Captain Anomie these
days. Returning to action in 1963, after |8 years of sus-
pended animation in an iceburg, he does more brooding
uver his destiny than any Captaia since Ahab. “The T1 ME
[ live in belongs to others.... The only thing that's right-
tully mine is my PAST. Can | ever forger BUCKY, the
teenager who was like a brother to me? What has become
of SGT. DUFFY?"

Lee always provides full backstapge credits for these
epics:

Bombastically Written by ... Stan Lee

Brilliandy Drawn by... Jack Kirhy

Besugifully Inked by ... Vince Coletea

H’ub{tlly Lettered by ... Artie Simek )

He hasito. No detail of the month’s output is too

:ninn:’.f'i_l'r,.ﬂnr\'rlilrs to single out for praise in the letters
- s 23
pages ..



“The art was grea, especially page 5, panel
3, which was.a perfece rendition of the beam's
cffect,”

No error is too minor for complaint. . .

“...and. Cap' had: an ‘A’ where his
star should. have been nn his chest.” 3 L

Young: dreams: of romance: appeapr -V ;
oiten in theaw pages... !

“Please. don't make SubMariner lose his dignity.-
He: reminds me of "The: Sheik'... If Sue and: the -
Scarlet Witch don’s wane him, I dov'™ . ‘ ‘

Contemporary problems. may also break; in, . . .

“Could you maybe publishs letter ro parents:
or something2 I'm: tired of perting: statie: from:
mp mother about how- ridiculous: it looks for:. & -
3 Rice: Ul sophomore. to- stand: in: front: of. -
a drugstore ham&ag-witham-cighb-naro;.
old kid over the last- copy- o F.F or .
Aveagers:: (E got-thenn but- ir cosr me: -
30 cents:and 1. had to ler himy read themr+

)

+. IS ruining. my- eyes;” sayy Leo
ahoue the-avalanche, ot maik:“L never
wore glasses before this thing starred” . :
He triewstos rexd. s many- of the letterss: - , T
as possibler “Thav's. the: kidis telling- us: whis: they: wane!"}!
Hid-privatw life hai' also beeny somewhat curtailed: by: chisy

demands:ok: succesx “I- take: my- wife: ous: to.dinnae-:
+: 1", withefriends three or four times a week: Thas keeps]
~*.. hex reasonablg happy;, even' thougie. Pint workings]
"> . every dapand/baven't been abli: to take. avacation:d
- i thireer years’ The chits blonde Mia: Lee: is. a3
-ir. former- British model. Diughter-" Joaniei: 15 it &'
2o talented artises. bur not particularly: excitedr abous,
+ comiebookes™.: . v . e
£« " . Princetons University's:. Mereys: Marved!

o Marching Society: senv up » delegation: tor meer;
the: master the other day,. Fabuloue Flo Steine -
iv.'. berg;. the secretariali star of Marvel Bullpens-.
: Bulletin gossige notesy ushered the ETOup intos.

the: Presence::"Here [ am fellows,™ said.-
" Lee:. T guess. iy & pretty big' disappoints .
i ment, huh ' _

‘ They assured: himw iv- wasn'e: -

Don’t' tell me-whae. you: like about
the books,” Lee requested. “It’s more help-
i you tell me what you doe't like> .

“There’s a schism in the culs over Spidey’s personal.-
life," said one. "Factions. are forming. aboue: ail. the: play:-
Peter: Parker’s. adjustment problems are gerting: lacely,”

Lee hastened- to. explain.. "I don't plot Spider-¥an

any more; Steve Ditko, the artist, has been doing the stories.
L zuess I'll leave hinr alone until sales start to slip. Since-
Spidey got so popular; Ditko thinks he's the genius of the
world. We wers arguing 10 much over plot lines [ told him
to start making up his own stories. He won't lee anybody
rlse ink his drawingy cither: He juse drops off the finished
rages with noves at the margins and 1 511 in the dialogue.
1 never know what he'll come up with next, but it"s inter-
esting to work that way,”

Actually, Lee hardly ever writes out a standard pig- ¢
ture-by-picture script any more. ( He recently hired three
assistant writers, after 200 applicants flunked 2 sample
Fantastic Four assigznment. But he doesn’t think the boys
are ready yet for anyching more demanding than Millie the
Model and Kid Cult.)

Lew arrives at his plots in sury of ESP sessions with.
the artists: He inserts rhe diglogue afeer the nicture favous.
comes in. Here he is in action at his weekly Friday morning
‘ummit meeting with Jack “King” Kirby, 2 veteran comic
hoak artise, 2 man who created many af che visions of your
childhood and mine, The King is a middle-aged man with-
haggy eyes and a bagey Rubert Hall-ish suir. He is sucking
a huge green cigar and if you stood nexr 1o him on the

>
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: “THe. Silvu,
" Kag, beetr somewhiereroum
tmapurmm»lw helped: thos PR
. stop:. Gilsctus:; frome destroyingd
E"'nh;" hmhﬁ “Why: du’t ‘

blm&mhhicn&hmmlﬂ

4 " tronble; And:the- Silver-Surfimer
L mhclmhm"’l:iinmmmm :
1 NNM“MW“MM#’,—' g
; "B’ud”nn!ﬂ:htﬂn}ﬁum .

“Bus; .h.mu' g
standl,S&lunnni 'y biqﬁlhumh the: Sﬂﬂﬂﬁlu’h!l f
meanwhilai' the: Fantsste; Fou is inJatsok tro )
Dooas hasy canghie! theras aguivk el they; needs; i< TH
helpds. thuﬁ&gnm&ﬂtﬁmgm

“Right™says Kisbym ‘

g mmmw@auxymﬁmsnvmsuﬁﬁ,
Alicia makes hu:nllulu’ouadta.mnbh rietat e TH
i whuthg’l‘hmhu al\np !amlmnnthsmyﬁibg
that he would: [oaer u:umﬁ m&

. Kisby nods.: - ‘

. -*“The+ Thivgy nﬁ-bnkmbundu o;wuloa"-.
hmwlﬁ He's: toox ashamed; to fare Aliciaiongsh b
to. :Iml‘inmun. Foun: Ha: doesn’t; realizé howk
for lh.:umlsdw. . .HMMM’JE
Lew sags back on. his desky Hop: and spents,’
- K&byhl‘hlpdul"oﬁthumm
was crumpled int. *Gresyy GreaeZ THee +
cigar- is> ous. ofi, hise mouthe andy hiss !
baggy. eyes.aretagiows: His highe.
vaice is young withi enthusissomi

Herd's the esprin thax —
makes: this ther Mazvel
Age of Comics. You can
ber Stan Lee hasn't losr
the: toudr that. wons /f
him threwtirse
prisesin the Herald
Tribune's " Big-
gest News of the: §
Week"” taen.
coatest back
at ald .
DeWitt-
Clinton:
H.S.
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