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CONFIDENTIAL

State of New York -
Courts of New York

I, Jack Kirby, being firét duly sworn do hereby depose
and say:

{(I) A%t the request of Charles (oodman and Charles
Brainard, I have related the facts concerning the creation

of Captain America and my work in genmeral at that time to

1i1i Cohen who hag typed up thia history, and after I read
it over and made a few additions, Tetyped it on the attached
pages. ‘

(2) To the best of my present knowledge, recollection,
information and belief, the facts therein are true and give

a fair and accurate summary of the situation at that time.

: !
Subgcribed and sworn before me this ﬁ:b day of July, 1966.

z((,zumwg vy

Notary Public

TS SIECTEN
Narary Pablin, State of New Yorl
No. 24-8990700
Omelificd lu Kiugs Counry
Certilicate liled tn few Yerk
Commistivo Expires Mareh M, I
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Before the late 195C's or possibly the early 1940's I had
been working for a small newspaper syndicate which served 700
weekly papers. Then I went to work at Max Feischer's studio

whare I was deing Popeye and Betty Boom. With the newspaper

syndicate (Lincoln Newspaper Syndicate) I did three weekly comic
strips and an editorial cartoon: one was & secret agent strip

Aﬁf§%£¥£(§g§. Riiez?); a futuriastvic strip and Socco the Sea Dog.

RRET € I met Joe Bimon ab a place called Victor Fox Just before

i come here. He was here as a productiop man before I came

here. 'We were artists for Fox and he might have been doing

some production work too. I was hired by Joe Simon to come to
work as an artist for Harvel, which was then called Timel y Shoritly
before World War II began, probably in late 1939 or early 1940,

I believe Joe Simon was an editor at the time in charge of
preduction of the comic megazines. I was hired as an artigt to
work full time on a regular salary to help c¢reate comic magazines
and characters. The offices at that time were in the McGraw Hill
Building, There were no set comic characters as sueh at Pimely
at the time I was hired. They were created by us to produce the
comic magazines. Many of the characters were not in existence

at the time and ba& to be produced from the top of our heads.

The characters that were becoming the strongest were the super-
man~type characters, These were the strongest selling types as
the country was beginning to be in a patriotic stir; military

names such as Major..., Captain..., etc. were galeabls.

Jg
- . ‘?%’z /z'c:
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Discusalons took -piace in the old McGraw Hill Oi‘i‘icefs

~ practically every day on the basic creation of characters
and the framework in which to pregent them: what type of
villain would they need to face the personslities inveolved
snd the type of gpdget to be used. The characters began teo
evolve from those discussions; there were sketches made of the
characters and their costumes, and these were changed and
modified until they assumed what we considered the correct
appearsnce of the product we gsought. We used Hitler and the
Nazis as perrect;yillains. There was alse the métter of re-
mel&iug a chabacter, We first drew the Captain America shield,

for example, as a tricornered shield, and there was & dis-

cussion as to whether it should be ¢ircular. There were scales
to be put in the upper chest part of the figure; it was a
popular ferm Lor the decoration of a super~hero. The discussiona
were primarily between Joe Simon and myself in the Timely office.
This was the beginﬁing of our partnership because we worked so
well together. There was an exchange of ideas until we had a
finished product that we believed would gain reader interest.

In the course of the discussions we first evolved s main
character and then began to dbuild arcund him., T suggested the
use of a side-kick whom we named Bucky. Joe designed the type

of lettering to be used on the Captain America cover; it was the

only thing I couldn't do. All my work for Timely was basically
super-hero oriented. Hurricane waz a fapbasy figure with super

powers. Tuk the Cave Boy was an experiment, a 6-page featurs

which never gained the interest that the super-type did. 411 of

this work wag pért of my regular duties for Timely, Jjust ag Joe's

i Tlefes
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production was. BHe would do lettering, peste-ups, he would
scale covers %o size. A1l of the work that we éid together
was done in the Timely offices, in fact, asll of my work waes
done there, and as far as I know, all of Joe's was alsoc done
there (I think he was living in & hotel room at the time).

The general outlines for Captain America we worked out to-

gether. There were times when I wguld coﬁe up with a theme

that we both thought would make & good story, and I worked it

out in its entirety. Joe was more precccuppied with other things
as production editor, but sometimes he would suggest a story
which I would work out. EHe was very busy and didn't have time

to do any himself. I did Black Destroyer and The Vision at

Timely as part of my work. JIn addition to ny primary responsi-
bilities and some editing toward the end of my stay, I would:
help cthers and everybody would help everybody else to get the
work out. %he actual discusgiens for the 4itle of the atrip

vin ot ferd gl it {,{ vt Ll .
Captain America;werﬁ alagous to the conversation I had later

at DJetective Comics when they were looking for a challenger

. magazinquwhich/c6ﬁHBrnBd*mﬂaaehﬁ;;engingrthewunknowﬁn There
were discussions sbout the symbol of the magazine. Linking the
title to the theme, I suggested Challengers of the Unknown. I

worked on Captein America for asbout 10 issues, maybe it was more

I don't remember exactly now. I left Timely with Joe Simon to
work on Detective Comics. I originated the Boy Compmandos for

themtiem and also the Newsboy Legion. I do not have any of my

sketches of the original Captain America, Buckfand other

illustraﬁions because I never took them from the office,
I
7/ 2/é
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CONFIDENTIAL

I feit that whatever I did for Iimely belonged to Timely asn
was the practice in those days. When I left Timely, all of
2y work was left with them. '

Date: Julyll.,. 1966

State of New York
County of New York

Jack Kirby, to me persomally known, appeared before me

today, July 12, 1966, read over the faregomng four (4 pages),

and befare me did swear to the truth » Lo the best of

Ko

his knowledge, information, and belief, and in oy présenue[&id

%«W}Z c.r;/ﬁ/

Nosary Public

PORER SIFCLER
Notary Pubdie, Srats of New Yor¥
Mo ZEURH
Quelified io Kisws County
Certitirote Hied fa Sew York Coun
Cocimirbion Expives Blarch 30, L

aign his name thereto,
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Insertion 1

I esked the editors, Mort Weisinger and Jack Schiff,
of DG what they wanted thelir magazine to represent. They
szid the magazine should represent men challenging the un-

known. 1 said, there is your title, Challengers of the Un-

H

e
./f’

known. This is close to sy conversation with Joe as much as
j”o(v
I can remember. I gaid, "What should this Captein character 7;/

represent?” He sald patriotism wnd America. I saild, "Pine,
why not Captaip America?" These are not the exact words of

the conversation, but they are the substance.
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) AFFIDAVIT
STATE OF NEW YORK
: 83.:
COUNTY OF NEW YORK
I, Jnck Kirby, being first duly sworn, do hereby depose and say:
{1} At the request of Charles Goodmann and Charles Brainard

I have related the facis concerning the crestion of

Capteln America and my work in general at that time

to L1li Cohen who has typed up this hlstory and after
T read it over and made z few additions, re-typed it
on the attached peges.
E (2) on reading over the re-typed pages wefore signing them,
T added in my handwriting the comment on unnumbered
page 1 concerning Sgt. Riley, added the phrase Yyhich

Joe and T discussed” after 'Captein America’ on page 3,

and had the typist add an insert (which is typed on a
separate sheet as "Insertion #1" and added after page By
in place of the phrase Ywhich concerned men challenging
the unknown® on pege 3 which I.crossed out, T also made
the several typographical corrections at the botton

of page 3, and I note that the notarial statement on
paze I was amended before the page was executed.

{3} I want to make clear that the statements at the top of
pege 2 concerning the discussions in the old MeGraw-Hill
offipes an the basic creation of characters refer to
the general practice in the office at the %time but also
that they specifically refer to the way in which

Ceptain America was created,
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{#) Mo the best of my present knowledge, recollection, infor-
mation and belief, the facts set forth herein, and In the
nttached nagen, are ftrue and plve a falr and accurate

summary of the situation at that time.

C yJ&ck Aroy 7

Subscribed and sworn to before me
IgVG i7

this ;,‘7 day of July, 1966,

e e

v : Wotary Fublle”

{Notarial Seal) i
NS STECOE
Nottry Publie, State of New Yokl
Mo, 240990900 [

talified bs Kicge Coupry
Cretificate fited tn Kew York Coun
Commitsion Expiroé Msrch 380, 5
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