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THAT WOULD BE INHUMAN!

tack’s Inhwnans precty much seented to e ane o his evolving
creations, it hegan with one character. Medusa, eventually segueing
it the Tthusans about a vear later. Gnally leading to their origins
abeut twe vears later. Mthough Jack did give a briet one page semi-
origin in FF =46, he would eventuaily expand on this to give & more
detatied origin after the creation of one of s other races—the
Kree—connecting the fwo races through story, Jack intraduced his
1ake on the Inhnmans i the back-up story section of Thor (although
there’s evidence o suggest that Jack originally did one lonyg story for
the first isvie ot a prnpﬂsui 1960 {nhumans comic, and when it was

shebved, the story was sphit up to make these Thor back-ups), The

story printed here was originally published in Thor #147 and is part of
fack’s multi- -part inhumans origin story.

As his margin notes bear out, fack intended for the Inhumans to be
already fully aware of thetr origins. They know that they are advanced
fumans, descended from the Kree (through technology). They knew
what the Sentry was and have dealt with it before. The Kree experiment
that changed hurans began 1o go awry whent the advanced race separated
themselves, rather than devefop along with the non-advanced races.

Phey also bean conducting dangeroay, torbidden experiments. This
brings the Sentry, who comnes to warn them of the risk and danges, and
attempts to halt ir. but he arrives too late. Upon this realization, the
Sentry warny them thst they will be shunned by their feflow man; in
essenve they are no torger haman bt have inade thermselves In-human,
As far as the Sentry is concerned. this way 3 fuiled Kree experiment.

Lee, for whatever reason, changes the basics of the story, The
Sentry is unknown to the Inhumans; itis he who informs them of
their link to the Kree for the first time. It was the Kree who separated
the race {rom the other ruces. The Sentry is there to observe for the
Free. He witnesses the results of the advanced race’s experiments and
is pleased: dubbing them Inbhumans, he considers the Kree experiment
ter be successfui.

Thus for the sake of drama ¢or vanity?, Lee wirns a tale of toreboding
inte 4 success for the greater glory of the advancement of mankind.
Where Kirhy's Sentry warns, Lee's encourages—two takes on one story.
Was it that important to change the meaning of fack’s story simply
for the sake of aptimistic drarma? You be the judge. if anything, it
clearly shows two people “collaborating” in different directionsi#

(Next issue: Part Two of Mike's series focuses on the differences and simi-
farities in Stan’s and fack’s versions of Galactus and the Sihver Surfer!)

IRBY GETS CRACKED!

e Mort Todd

omor has abwayvs been an clement of his storytelling, evident in

alimest every comis Rirby has deawn; especially in contrast to gring

or Lettse sHuations, While many are aware of his work in Nof Brapd
Fehly andd Froom Here fo lnvaonty, there is a 5-page job that has never beens
sted amywhere, The story appeased in Cracked Magazme 14 (Jupe
Tz i titled “Old Tdeas for New Pae] Shows.™ it was most
kv written by Paul Faikin, who regurgitated the article many tHines
cver o U sicked and other second-rate bumor magazines,

Phe surprising stecess of Med when converted from comics fommat
Lrpuazine i HGS sentinan publishers soureving (o capttalize on
e of the first, o Fonsest lasting, is Cracked, which in 1998 s
wlchrating its AOth vear. b the Tate
dnenp mast arnists found hemsetves underemploved and were trying
s conid find in Fongtime Sthas and Marvel
Uoanicsstatter Sol Brodske apys ached men's nmgzine })tll‘]l\!l(‘r eshest
Sesul i 35T

sirrefeased with - cver daie of Febraary March 1958,

frendsky sy editor for the et o wears sod emploved many Atlas
Coreios astings i tnding S lBamson, Sorres. Latlee, Wolverton, Hleath.
Boges oid npost atobiv fehn Severing, wheds still ihe
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watly anedea tor o A dike magazine aid € recked =1

oegpny, Burzos. >
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teatured artist. One can imagine Brodsky offering Kirby regular work
at Cracked, but by the time he contributed his one piece to the magazine
Kirby was busy drawing western, romance and monster comics for a
newly reinvigorated Atlas, and just a fittle over a vear away from creating
the Fantastic Four, thereby ushering in the Marvel Age of Comics.

The “panel shows™ of the title refers o the popular game shows of
the era like “What's My Line” and "To Tell the Truth” which featured
guest celebrities sitting on & panel. Kirby was a {ine caricaturist, and in
thls piece he was able to work in over a dozen personahities invobved in
frantic Kirby action, including Rock Hudsen. Jackie Gleason, Charlton
§leston, Dean Martin, Ed Sulltvary, Steve Allen, and even Walter Cronkite,
Frank Sinatra, in his skinny days, appears in a stretehy pre-Mr.
Fantastic cameo. Like his From Here te Insanity work, Kirby inked his
own art on duo-shade paper that provides camera-readv cross-hatching
tones when a chemical is applied o it.

As Editor-in-Chief of Cracked from (983 to 1990, it was my
extreme good fortune to work with artists itke Severin. Steve Ditko,
Don Martin. Gene Colan, and other comics favorites, but i was my
main regret that [eouldn’t get Jack Kirby back into the told,
Fortunately there are plenty of Kirby pages existent that will continue
1o amuse and entertain us and for future generations to enjoy, &




