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“International” mama insue). The afticla made

- mia thirsk of iy own trips 1o the Kirby house, and
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- & "guided tour” for. those of you who weren't
lortunate enough 1o expetience the Kibys'
;Wmmmmm
‘Md?&ﬁ&ﬂ&mﬁﬁam&
‘kmymm ,

mmmamsmmmwmm_;
Ondway and Barry Wirdsor-Smith for their |
supats cover inks on the issues in this volime, |-
mmmwmwmmﬁ}
ﬁzﬁm Hor corstantly exterding TIKE's palatis;

Richard Howedt kr helping us watch

“w%aﬁa‘s{aﬁda&mmmm}.wodd’ ‘
i Webmastir Rand Hoppe for conneefing.
| TUKC with the world; Steve Shermari;, Mark
. Emw,mdmmmw being’
;:mwmmmx@wssmwmr-;

Wdamaﬁmmamwmwm;
i sy besutiled wilis Pam for ey sooour

Wwwi%mmmm

Emmammmmmam

} dn't have 1o virlte myself; and especialy alf
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Poople ahwpys uised aakmskhm kmga
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“WOULD YOU LIKE T0 SEE MY ETCHINGS?"

Rosalind Kirhy Interviewed (conducted hy John Morrow on December 12, 1995)

THE JACK KIRBY COLLECTOR: What's your favorite color?
ROSALIND KIRBY: Yellow. I love yellow roses.

TJKC: What's your favorite ice cream flavor?
ROZ: Choc... no, actually, I like cherry jubilee.

7/KC Wow, that s an mterestmg chmce' So where were you born?

~ : 4 ROZLwas born
. in Brooklyn,
- September 25,
* 1922 Now you
know my age!
(laughter)

TJIKC:-Twon't do
the math. (laugh-
ter) What was
your childhood
like? Did you grow
up in the same
kind of neighbor-
hood as Jack?
ROZ: Jack was
brought up in the
lower east side of
Manhattan, in tenement houses. I was brought up in Brooklyn in
small, private homes. But my folks were also very poor, and they had
a tough life. My father was a tailor, my mother did a lot of work dress-
making and things. I was very ill as a young girl because I had asth-
ma. From age eight [ was very sick. 1 used to sit up at night and help
my mother do hand-sewing and [ became very good at it. Before I met
Jack I was working as a lingerie designer, doing very fine work design-
ing all those pretty things you put on women'’s lingerie, and laces and
things like that. That’s why I was able to do inking, because [ always
used a fine pen and ink for the lace work. Right after I graduated high
school, 1 got the job and did it for a few years.

/ack and Roz at home in 1991

TJKC: Did the Depression hit your family pretty hard?

ROZ: Well, it didn't have to hit. There was always a depression for us.
It was always pretty difficult for my folks. They worked hard all their
lives. We moved to so many places. When we couldn’t pay the rent,
we had to move to another apartment. But they always managed to
have a roof over our head, and have food for us, and the children
always came first for them. They were good parents.

TIKC: How did you and Jack meet?

ROZ: That was one of the times we were moving. It was to one of these
attached brick homes, and Jack’s family lived downstairs, and my folks
rented the apartment upstairs. The first time [ came there, he was
playing stickball with his friends. I was 174, and Jack was five years
older. His parents and my parents were getting acquainted, and he
came over to me and started talking. The first thing he says to me is,
“Would you like to see my etchings?” (luughter) 1 didn't know what the
word ‘etchings’ meant, and he said, "My drawings.” So Lsaid, “Oh, sure.”
50 he takes me to his bedroom, and I thought, “What could happen?
My folks are there, his folks are there."(Juughter) And that's the first
time I saw Captain America. ['d never read a comic book in my life.

TJKC: So he was already working on Captain America at the time?

B 3SIHL Y SN P04 HOO OS My ASUUNY Y SYTIVT

ROZ: Yes. It was the summer of 1940. | was telling everyone I was dis-
appointed. [ thought he was going to fool around! (laughter) And
from that time on... let’s see, I was 174, on my 18th birthday |
became engaged. We were engaged for a year, and when [ was 19 and
lie was 24, we were married.

TJKC: What did your parents think of Jack when they first met him?
ROZ: Well, they thought, “He's an artist. He'll never make a living.”
(laughter) His parents always wanted him to be a mechanic so he could
make a living. In the Army, he was a mechanic for three months, and
he couldn’t even change a tire. (Jaughter) I have a little 3" x 3" diploma
from the Army that says “Jack Kirby, Mechanic, U.S. Army.” He didu’t
even know liow to change a tire, so you can imagine...! (laugiter) But
he always called me a cheap date, because | lived upstairs, and he didn't
have to go far to pick me up to go out.

TJKC: Did your dad like him right off the bat?

ROZ: They got along pretty well. I was always really ill as a young girl,
and I didn't do too much dating. Then when I met Jack, we really
became close pretty fast. We just hit it off, that’s all.

TJKC- Was he a “Ladies’
Man”? Did he have lots

of girlfriends?

ROZ: When I moved in, L(IOK{”

the neighbors had five 5/69’ 7
’

daughters, and every
one of them was after
him. (laughter) It

AT 1 E

was lots of

fun, let’s put it A drawing Jack
that way! sent to a fan while
(laughter) stationed at Camp
They all ~. Stewart, GA
wanted to ﬂj“\ during WWIJ.
marry off S |

their daugh-

ters, and
they want-
ed to get
ahold of
a bache-
lox.
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SUITASLE FOR ALL SOCIAL CORRESPONDINCE AND INTERNATIONAL TREATIES

walks with the children, took them for ice cream and things like that.

TJKC: Were Jack and Joe really close, or were they just co-workers who
got along really well?

ROZ:1wouldn't say they were close, but they got along very well. Jack
always thought of Joe as a big brother.

TJKC: Well, he was so tall! (Roz laughs)
ROZ: Jack was always the shrimpy. (laughter)

TJKC: I've always wondered how two tough, rugged guys like Jack and
Joe did all those romance comics. Did you give them ideas for stories?
ROZ: Oh, no, no. If I suggested anything to Jack, he'd get hysterical.
You know the crazy names he always came up with? I'd say, "Thave a
great name for you.” He'd look at me and get hysterical and start
laughing! (laughter) So I said, “Okay, I'm not gonna give you any more
ideas!” (laughter)

If I read a story, I'd tell him if 1 liked it or not, and he liked it
when 1 did that. But I never gave him any ideas for anything.
Sometimes when he came up with things like the Silver Surfer and the
Plack Racer, I'd say, “It’s crazy. It]l never go over. What kind of crazy
names are those?” (laughter) But his vision... he'd look ahead and say.
“Don’t worry, they'll catch on. Don't worry.”

TJKC: When Jack and Joe's Mainline company went out of business
due to the whole Comics Code thing and the way the industry was
going, was it a really scary time in your lives?

ROZ: I'm trying to remember. | never dealt too much with the business
end of that. But it was tough times. Like nowadays, the books weren't
doing well. If you put money into it, you lost your money. At that
time, with that guy Dr. Wertham, there was a lot of that going on.

TJKC: Did Jack have many sleepless nights over parents burning the
hooks and Dr. Wertham going on his tirades?

ROZ: He was always very angry about it, but there was nothing... he
called Wertham all kinds of names. (laughter) But life went on. There
wasn't anything he could do about it. They felt their books weren’t
that bad. But Wertham lumped all the books together, he didn’t take
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it book by book, and everybody thought all the books were the same.

TJKC: After working as a team for so many years, was Jack concerned
when Joe went into advertising in 1959? Was it difficult for him
emotionally to be out on his own again?

ROZ: Well, the field was very bad, and they were both looking for work
at that time. But Jack was always able to get work. Not as piuch, but
he was always able to find work. Jack never liked the advertising field.
I'm sure he could have gone into it, but he never liked it. His heart had
always been with comics, se he stuck with comics. So Joe went his way,
and Jack went his way. They both had families to support, so they did
the best they could.

TJKC: But the parting was amicable? There wasn’t any kind of big
blow-up or anything?
ROZ: No, no, no. Nothing like that. It was just economics.

TJKC: Let's talk some more about Jack’s work habits. You said that he
liked to work late at night. Was that from the very beginning?

ROZ: From the day I met him, he always worked in the evenings.
When he came back from the service, we were living with my mother
until we were able to get our own place. We had the bedroom, and he
worked there. I'd go to bed, and the baby was sleeping, and he'd be
working all night long. That’s the way he liked it. And the funny part

Jack at his fubled drawing table in 1991,
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of it 15, even when we moved to our own
place, he always liked to have voices
around him. He'd have the TV picture
going, and the sound turned down so he
could see action. Then he’d have the radio
going to hear the voices. (laughter)

TJKC: So after he'd work until the wee hours
of the morning, would he sleep until noon?
ROZ: Yes, I'd let him sleep late.

TJKC: So then would he spend the
afternoons with you and the kids?

ROZ: Right. If 1 had to do my food shopping,
he'd stay with the kids. We did a lot of things
together. He helped me a lot with the
children. He was very good about that.

T/KC: So then he'd start back to work

drawing after dinner?

ROZ: Yes, the kids would be quiet, they'd have
their dinner and their baths, and they’d be put to
bed. Then he'd sit down and do his artwork.

TJKC: Did you get to take some nice vacations
around then?

ROZ: No, we couldn’t afford vacations. We'd
g0 up to visit my sistet. She lived up in the
Catskills in the summertime. But we never
took any real vacations with the children,
or even by ourselves.

I did go to Europe with my brother.
My brother was working for the airlines,
and [ had three children at the time. I was in
my thirties, and I said I needed a vacation. So
Jack says, “Go. I'll take care of the kids.” So
went with my brother Larry to Europe. We
landed in Helsinki, stayed a couple of days
in Norway, Denmark, a day in Paris. It was
a very fast trip, two weeks. But [ had a
good time.

When the kids were older, Jack and
went to Israel, before he passed on, about
eight years ago. That was great, because he
always wanted to go there, to see the Wall,
He put a note in the Wall, so 1 said to him,
“What did you write?” And he says,
“Thanks for the vacation.” (laughter) We
were there for about three weeks. We went
with our temple, with a group of about 40 people. We had a great
time, because they took us to the out-of-the-way places. We were up
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on the Gaza Strip, and right on the borders. It was very, very exciting.

Everybody should do it. 'm glad that, before he passed on, he got to
go on that trip that he wanted.

TJKC: How much inking did you do over the years?

ROZ: Well, when we were in my mother’s liouse, in the bedroom, we
had two tables there, and 1 would help him ink while the kids were
sleeping. He would do most of the outlines, because his hand was
steadier than mine, and he knew how to make it thick and thin. And
you know how he's so good at putting in all his shading. He made it
very easy for the inkers because he put in all the shading. It was very
easy for me to just go over his shading lines.

TJKC: Do you remember which specific books you inked?
ROZ: You'd have to ask Mike Thibodeaux. He would know. (Jaughter)
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Jack did this pencil drawing for Joe Sinnott's son Mark in return for Joe iriking
the Fighting American drawing that appeared in the Kirhy Unleashed portfolio,
(See page 30 of this issue)

To tell you the truth, it's difficult for me to remember.

TIKC: Through the years, did you generally see what Jack was working
on? Or were you too busy taking care of the kids?

ROZ: Oh, no. I always looked at his work. I'd tell him if [ liked the
story, or if I didn’t like the story, or if 1 liked the drawings. 1 always
put my input in. Of course, he still did what he wanted to do, (laugh-
ter) but I still gave him my opinion.

TJKC: Well, that’s called “being married!” (ROZ laughs) But did he
discuss the ideas with you as he was coming up with them?

ROZ: No, he never discussed the ideas, because he would sit down at
the board, right? With the paper blank, he would just start drawing.
I'd ask, “How do you know what the story is?” He'd say, “1 know what
the story is.” Like when he was doing the trilogy-—The New Gods—
three books at one time, or four books. 1 said, “How do you know
when one story starts and one story ends?” He says, “Because [ just
know.” And that's the way he was. He'd put a hand in one Sanel, and
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