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A FAILURE TO COMMUNICATE: PART TWO

by Mt Gurtland (featuring fack's unithed pencils from Fantastic Four s4w)

THE FABULOUS FF FACE THE MOST POWERFUL FOE DFALL!
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ltat can be wntyey
abot Galar tus 1y
X hawnt been

exprossed alreads |
historiuns far more
mtoried and eloyuent
than 7 But lets sian off
within the context of ¢,
isstie’s theme: [« he g
villain? By tevibnok defi.
mition he is not; he's nog
of an ady TSAN Or antag.
orst, and given the
PREVIOUS PR HIIS Super-
hetoes lad fare) ap Lo iy
appearune, e represents
either the ultimare
adversary or antagonistic
overkill— take vour pick!

Galactus is o prime
example of the thinkmny
man’s Oppanent; i, an
adversary that is so pow-
erfud it quickly becomes
apparent that physical
opposition will do no good
in subduing hin. A plan
has to be devised or 2 way
found to defeat him. In
eartier staries for Marvl,
Jack plaved with the
notien of an alien visitor
of enormaous power, hut
they were more or fess
misguided Umpowsible
Man or Infant Ternible),
ot they posed no threat
to mankind (the Stranger).
Gelactus. on the ather
hand. is not misguided —
quite the confrary;
hecavse of lis very
reason fur beitiy, he prses
the ultimate threat t=
miankind.

b inzerviews, fack
woutfd s chat "Galactus
was God™ 1 alu avs woir
dered i fack realh meant
Crad. Granted, Galaatins
was definitely o pod”
but surely not e Lod.
To specutate, perhiaps
fack wans saving that ii
super-heroes were e1ef
1o tace Lind, Galautus
would b abrnt as dreat
an adversar as then
could encognier. Super
heroes hane faced aficis
hetore, ard powertul
BNes Tow: Bt it vas
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Wiy fack ferp oo
Catlactus 10 the sy
that made bis il firs
spave 2od, How vy
meroduced side dif gy
difference 1 the sty
of comics, His Ui
herabded bt nat one
bt twas powerfal abe,
hefore he even arrin gy,
telling the teader i
esseniee that Uiis was g
your typical visiting
alien menace; this i,
e thiy is /70
Jack Intraduced
Crdactus i FF #43: (he
second Ball of the bogk
fs wtilized 1o prepare
readers for bis arrival,
which caliminates wit)
the last page. This gives
vou an idey of
what Jack was
thinking about;
devoting L an
B5Ue fuSt 1 pre-

{g’; pare the reader
— was saving
something shaut
this character.
fe Things really get
A moving wiih

#49 and we are
very fortunate 1o tave
these uninked pencils
froni that lastoric storw,
As opposed Lot article
last ivsue, there is no
failure to conmunicate
Detveen Kirly and Lee
ots this storchine. Stan
tollowed Juck's direcrion
withont making sapor
changes. and rhe story
flows heutifubly because
Let stuck 1o Rirhs
plottitg - and let there
be nonstahe abeot who -
plotted and paced this
stomy. Despite whatever
in;nil Stan might of
might matve had at the
cotceptiad phase, these
HArgin notes shuns the
action and dramatic
inpact of this pm_ﬂal' ‘
episude in Maryels hise
torv begin with Kirky,
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Iyt cmipare these peneids g0 the et tories vos W o dise 1580 e Siisoli - dn et Wty Sk k o [)ha #9 —
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Bt while Tsck was the
ather” of Galactis.
we shalt oo — 1o b
credi — Lev iy baLe
been Tis savior,
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THEN, AL THAT WLL AN e
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T ROR
Ot MORE [ cerned, ther s 1y
UNTR. I S w -:::L period Ifore Catiug .
SE ADED.”

and the persos] g
With the inteosdiue g,
it this character fa
entered o 4 et
ot Cosiie Creativig -
grearited T s alg
creatiing techniologic st
wandernent. but s,
he was iﬂ('()rlk‘rra{i“;
the Univesse in mant
of bis tdvas, Anep
Galactus came S
Spave, the Kree, the
Colonizers Yoo the
Living Manet; evan e
Trolis iy Fhor had
Orikal = 4 powerfy!
alien — i their
vompany. It was
space-age mythelogy
fathered by hirby, and
Kirky's new ~ ey
was Gafactos,

Jack has said
thal after creating
Galactus he bad to
“step hack frend hhin,”
Acvording to Listonan
Mark Evanier, Kirbv
never meains for
Galactus tobe a
recurTing menace i fi
Dr. Doown. He miglit
use him again, bat
oty sparingly, say
to maintain the
anesome nature of the
chargeter. Neediess o
say, Galactus hecame
an insinediate his with
the readers of the
time, Fuer i (ouch
with the fan basw, Tor
wirduahtediy eard
thedr plegs for Ins
return. According
Fuanict, aficr promp
ing fron Stan, lack
Brought Gadactus hack
1y sl onfy Faniuasli
Foner, bt Thr 25 weli.
Sorthandks o e et
the fans) we hae
more greal kirn
Gatactus stornes and
arl than pr-siuM.\'
wonld have enred
otherwrse.

Redore refuming
Galactes toihe /1
Tk added a ~mall
catnen to hus Thor
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Thor #160 page (with outstanding inks by Colletta); again, Stan closely follows Juck's lead when dialeguing

Ego story in Thor #134; just as Thor leaves the Black Galaxy {where
Ego dwells) we see the great Galactus appear, He is scanning the Black
Galaxy, whetting our appetite for a Galactus/Fgo confrontation. Jack
then “steps back” from Gafactus, not using hir again until Lee requests
a Galactus story in £F, Jack eventually returns to the Galactus/Ego
“seed” he planted in Thor #160, more than two years later. finally
bringing his classic mythological figures and space god together for
several stories. The Ego story leads to an “Urigin ol Galactus” plotline
that eventually culminates in fhor #169.

Jack tauches on the origin story in Thor #152 but then leaves it, not
retyrning to it unril #168. [t is unclear why this is so: Evanier teels that
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Jack definitely wanted to pen the origin of
1hsis character. But there was, by this time,
a failure to communicate with Lee, who may
have had his awn ideas of the character’s
heginnings. As seen in JTKC #14, when the
Galactus sequence was completed, there
were many unused pages left over, bat none
af them pertained o the origin part of the
storyline nself; <o Jack way at least able to
pat ast origin i before “losing” the character
tor soneone else — or leaving Marvel,
which he did less than a year later, (It's stil]
unclear how much of the published origine
was Jack’s idea, and how much was Stan’s.}

At the end of the unpublished pages
from the origin sequence, Kirby was going
to have Galactus battle alongside ‘Thor;
perhaps Jack scrapped the idea, or Stan
(wisely) rejected it, thinking that it would
lead to the character’s denigration (which,
as we have seen from subsequent stories
after Jack left — and overuse of the char-
acter — it probably would have). In my
opinion, to this day no one has yer been
able to capture the awesorue nature of
Galactus as well as his creator, Jack Kirby,

What made Galactus so diveting a
character? From the outset, everyone who
knows of him before he appears is ren-
dered in characterizations of fear, dread,
and awe: The Skrulls, the Watcher (whom
we already knew o be an extremely pow-
erful character), and even after Galactus
appears, the Surfer as well. fn the uninked
splash to FF#49 we see how awestruck
the FF are - much moreso than in the
inked version. Most telling was the reac-
tion of the everyday people scartered
throughout the storyline. This was indeed
the coming of a god — Kirby's god —
and it terrified plenty,

What made Galactus so terrifying?
Was it his power? The fact that he could
destroy the entire planet? Probably in part
— but what made him terrifying to me
was more psychological: The fact that
Galactus did not even recogpize that man
existed, or cared i he existed, or needed
to exist; the fact that Galactus made man
look at himself and say “T kill what I need
{or want) to survive; not bathering to
cationalize if what T kill has a right to live.”
Heck, we don't worry about a carrot’s
right ta life, so when we realize that we
are as fittle to Galactus as a carrot is to us,
it's enough to scare the hell out of you ~ rot so much when you read
it as a kid, ironicatly. Only as “rational” adulrs do we realize how scary
this concept is. And the topper is you can’t condemnn him without
condemning yourself. So in the end we see man as an extension of
Giod; but in the long rap Galactus — God — is an extension of man.
Galactus is man. pushed to the uitimate degree; a terrifying concept
indeed! ¥

{Next issue: Purt Three of 7% Faslure to Compmunicate ™ with
the Sibver Surfer caught between Kirky & Lee, und more great
uninked pencils from FE #431)
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