IN THE UNIT™) STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN ™ "STRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA
WESTERN DIVISION
No. 5:21-CV-231-BO

TERESA WILLIAMS,
Plaintiff,

V.

KILOLO KIJAKAZI,
Acting Commissioner of Social Security,'
Defendant.

This cause comes before the Court on cross-motions for judgment on the pleadings. [DE
17, 20]. A hearing was held on these matters before the undersigne on June 24, 2022, at
Elizabeth City, North Carolina.® For the reasons discussed below, plaintiff’s motion for
judgment on the pleadings is granted and defendant’s motion is denied.

BAC GPJND

Plaintift brought this action under 42 U.S.C. § 405(g) for review of the final decision of
the Commissioner denying her application for disability and disability insurance benefits
pursuant to Title Il of the Social Security Act. Plaintiff protectively filed her application in
September 2019 alleging disability beginning January 27, 2019. After initial denials, plaintiff
proceeded to a telephonic hearing before an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ), after which the
ALJ issued an unfavorable ruling. The decision of the ALJ became the final decision of the
Commissioner when the Appeals Council denied plaintiff’s request for review. Plaintiff then
wught review of the ™ issiol  ’s :ision in this Cq

In 2009, plaintiff underwent a lumbar fusion at L4-L5. In late 2018, plaintiff began

complaining to her physician about knee pain, stiffness, and difficulty walking. An MRI

' Kijakazi has been substituted as the proper defendant pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 25(d).
2 Counsel appeared via videoconference.
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