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WLUPPER

’ARLINGTON

February 21, 2008

Barry Sheets

Citizens for Community Values
3 South High Street

Canal Winchester, Ohio 43110

Dear Mr. Sheels,

This letter is in response to your request for a written statement that a couple of the activities
referenced in your request for meeting room space are, in conflict with the Library’s stated policy.
Please find enclosed a copy of the Upper Arington Public Library’s policy concerning the use of
meeling room space by organizations.

The firsi paragraph of the Meeting Room Overview affirms that, “As an institution of education for
democralic living, the library welcomes the use of its meeting rooms for cultural activities and
discussion of public questions and social issues.” Further down in that section we move to clarify the
perimeters of such activities as such, “The use of the meeting rooms for religious... meetings is not
permitied. ... However, committees affiliated with a church will be allowed to use the meeting rooms
provided no religious services are involved.”

In a fetter to the Library describing the topics your organization will address in the meeting you want
to have here, it states, “A time of prayer petitioning God for gnidance on the Church’s proper role in
the political process [and] A time of singing praise and giving thanks to God for the freedom we have
in this country to participaie in the political process.” Both aclivities are inherent elements of a
religious service. The achvilies described in your letter related to “discussion of Bible teachings...
and current status of the law..."” are not inherent elements of a religious service. These activities
therefore are not in confiict with the Library’s stated policy.

The Upper Adington Public Library welcomes the Citizens for Community Values 1o use the Library
meeting room space for all activities that are within the policy governing use of meeting room space
and respectfully ask that the organization refrain from those achivities as referenced above that do noL

‘We appreciate your consideration of the Upper Adington Public Library as a potential location for
your organization’s need.

Sincerely,

Ciont ) DYoot

Ana R. Moore
Director

“Trernont Library - |8

) 1945 La.ne Road 2B00 Tremont Road 1901 NW Arlington Avem-:e
Upper Arlingtan, Ohio 43220 Upper Arlington, Ohio 43221 Upper Arlington, Ohio 43212
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