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niversity of Puerto Rico President José R. De la
l | Torre said Wednesday he is totally confident the
student strike that has kept the Rio Piedras cam-
pus shut since April 21 will end today after the student
general assembly decides in favor of lifting the strike.
“We are hoping that the waters will recede [today] and
this situation can be solved. We do not have a plan B be-
cause we hope that the strike will end [today],” De la Torre
- said.
- The UPR president was asked whether his announce-
- ment was an attempt to influence or intimidate the student
_-assembly into favoring the end of the strike, he denied his
'_ intention was such.
“This is not an ultimatum. It is not my style to send out
 ultimatums to anyone, This responds to my interest in re-
pumng on the University’s current state of affairs prior to

\ian as’sembl}r' that may affect the future of this strike,” he -

Eall:l..
. Rio Piedras Campus General Student Council President
Flr*“i'Sal:-m:I Laborde called Tuesda}r for a general student as-

Eraily Sun.-'n"-.ﬂ-:unr:lc Pascual

A group of UPR siriking students take their protest
to the Golden Mile in Hato Rey on Wednesday.

sembly on his own after the council he presides ordered
him to coordinate the assembly with the Student Negoti-
(ting Committee. Laborde admitted Tuesday that he didn't
know if the council would approve of his method, but said
nevertheless, “I'm going forward on this”

After permission to use the Rﬂbﬁrta Clemente Coliseum

was denied by the San Juan municipal government Tues-
day afternoon, Laborde announced Wednesday that the
assembly would take place at the Puerto Rico Convention
Center and that “security will be provided so no student
may feel intimidated” Laborde did not specify how, or who
would pay for the use of the convention center.

De la Torre had initially denied any knowledge about the
cost of renting the convention center to hold the student
assembly, but Rio Piedras Chancellor Ana R. Guadalupe
later admitted the cost of renting the facility would be cov-
ered by the Rio Piedras campus and the Office of the Pres-

De la Torre: :‘We do not have a plan B’

Jident of the UPR [De la Torres). She did not specify how

much it would cost to hold the student assembly there.

Questioned about the possibility that the Police could be
present at the convention center, Guadalupe said “security
will be provided by University Police, with the assistance
of the center’s private security service”

De la Torre admitted there is a possibility that even if Rio
Piedras ends its strike today, some other UPR campuses
could continue with their own strikes. As of today, 10 of
the 11 UPR campuses across the island are on indefinite
strike. While the Medical Sciences Campus remains open,
some students there have expressed support for the general
student strike.
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reasury Secretary Juan Carlos Puig warned the House

" Treasury Committes Wednesday that he will not tol-

erate any acts of disrespect against him when the time

comes for him to defend the proposed legalization of some

40,000 video lottery machines to garner an estimated $200

million in revenues needed for the government’s operations
next fiscal year.

The bill, currently, does not have enough legislative support
for passage. In October the Senate passed a resolution reject-
ing the legalization of video lottery machines to resolve the
island’s fiscal problems. Minority lawmakers contend Puig
still needs to address concerns about the bill's impact on rev-

enues for the Umw:rsﬂ.}* of Puerto Rico, tourism and the gen-

eral fund.

“T'will talk about the bill as long as the discussion is held in
a professional manner and taking into account my person and
my position,” Puig said. “T will not tolerate disrespect”
~ The proposed video lottery bill, at press time, had not been
filed yet at the Legislature, Committee Chairman Antonio
Silva said that while Tuesday was the last day to file bills for
consideration in the current session, the Legislature can au-
thorize the consideration of bills submitted after the deadline.

Silva said he did not understand the opposition to a “game”
that already exists and is
estimated 100,000 video lottery machines currently operating
in Puerto Rico and that the bill will reduce this to 40,000. “I
have even seen them in pharmacies,” he said.

Democratic Party Rep. Luis Vega Ramos told the

Daily Sun that hewill pressure Puig into answering questions
on how the video lottery bill will aﬂitl:ﬂtetuunsmmdustr}r
which relies on casinos, and the UPR, which receives a chunk
- of the revenues from slot machines operating in casinos.

He said the UPR’s budgetary formula could get at least $27
-million less once the video lottery machine system is put in
place.

He also expressed concerns that Puig has not shown any ev
idence to support his contention r.haI the video lottery hl]lw:ll
yield $220 million and that it will take at least a year to imple-

ment.
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Puig also said he plans to intensify efforts to reduce taxeva- .

sion. Besides placing liens on properties belonging to tax delin-
quents, he said he will embargo movable property, such as cars
and equipment, to guarantee the payment of debts. The
also began reporting tax delinquents to credit bureaus, he said.
Reparding the agency’s budget, Puig said he has no intention
of canceling any contracts with advertising agencies. A budget
report shows that Treasury gave a $600,000 contract to Ballori
and Farré for advertising services,

D*n'hf Eunfﬂesm S'Ivﬂ
Treasury Secrefnw Juan Carlos Puig, center, will
defend the proposed legalization of video lottery
machines.
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ones surprise began a protest at the rotunda area where they -
ispla}rad placards against Law 7, the Fiscal Emergency Law:
- The workers, all of whom were given layoff notices effec-
_ltiw: May 28, were stripped of their placards unmedmtely
. Capitol officials smcinu rme:ls aﬂmﬂidtﬂ pmte,st in the drea
~of the mtumia_
“Ana Maria ngau, mwﬂm Il:l tﬁeﬂpma{:amn'lmuﬁts
“ office; the Institute of Puerto Rican Culture, and the Ad-
. rinistration for the Training of Future Businessmen and -
- “Workers, known as AAFET in Spanish. “Somereceived lay- -
c-ﬂ“nuuces while the others will be left in agencies” mthnut
A »:amurtes and sa:aﬂ"tufpnque services,” she said: -
- < The waorkers were supported by the UTIER; t}m Pue.rtu

; E&@;GLUI'IEH,
 The employees .
vmﬂ:-er ‘but a court ruled that the agencies violated their
due process, as established by Law 7, so. they were. ableto

- temporarily stayin the:.r]ubs The. ag:nmes stamﬁ ihe d;s
mj&sal Pmc&ss;igmnst T all uve:agam :

Pubhc workers stage protest in Caprtoi

workers entered the Capitol Wednesday, contending

; ﬁ lﬂmugh Caplml.staﬂ"ers wére on ﬂmlwk{}ut, pubhc-_'.
ﬂ‘le}'we:egﬂmgtﬂmakt some visits and to every-

*_I'__;Gﬁimm Ponce, said ﬂa&dlsplaced,wnrkers were from her. " sitions contained in Lavw 7 that] ww ot i

r;le-L'l' EIl:ulni:al ami ‘[rngatmn Wud:crg _Unmm m_n‘l--

WErﬂnnglnaltygwfn la}folfnameﬁmﬂu

'EESES. Hulni o ) _-3;__:_,,- S

- Still; the workers vowed to cunlmuethr: fight to keep the
- jobs even though the government is consolidating the twn
‘commissions in charge of handling complaints from public
and unionized workers; as well as those laid off as a result
of Law 7. “They are doing that to hurt the workers. The two i
entities have 27,000 cases anid it will take them eight years |
to go over them,” s:a:n:l Luis Pedraza Leduc, cn-ardma.l;u.r of -
PRDSDL—UT[ER. -
- Vidal Gonzilez, T-»-h::a wﬂcsfnrAAEET smdhaashmEd E
at the entity because of efforts made by the Vocational Re-
‘habilitation Administration, as he suffers a SPEElerﬂhlﬂm}_'-
“that made E&lfﬁcﬂhfﬂrhlmto land 4 job. While he is pro- .
* tected by anti-dis i laws, he aIIf:gad gmfernment-?-'-
officials refused to hear his dismissal case because nfdlspo—'- :

" complaints from" workers who are disabled. “I'was good
mnu.ghﬁ:r:thi:mm getfedﬁralﬁmd&ﬂ‘lrmigh ﬂw‘{‘mnen
can[hs&hﬂme&ﬂctllavﬂbutnmﬂamnmfhemd. 1
Ema Alejandro Clausell, who works for the IPRC, smd
she waslaid off even though she has worked at the entity..
, the cutoff numhﬂr nf' }'HIS f(&r‘ﬁ'-fi:l,tkemf
: dfmﬂl:the

I:cﬁﬂ}r remgmzed lll'ﬂﬂm t]f sm':mfnr her, rather I:hanthe '
fi.ﬂl 13 years :
Padrazal.edw.:tcﬂd thr: Daﬂ}fsun thevmrkers wuuid mﬂet 4
mth the headﬁ c-f t]:u: Ieglsiahve r.hambers to dlscllSE litﬂr
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