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. b.Riot Squad surrounds Rio Piedras campus,'blotkS'déIEVery of provisions
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Daily Euanrancesca Von Rabenau O° Fierlly

Puerto Rico riot pelice biock protesting students at the Barbosa Avenue gates of the University of Puerto Rico in Rio Piedras on Friday,

during the ongoing strike that has shut down the campus for 24 days. Meanwhile, UPE Board of Trusfe»es Chairwoman Yari Rivera
announced the closing nf the Rio Piedras campus until July 31.
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BY JUAN A. HERNANDEZ
Of the Daily Sun staff

fhernandez@prdailysun.net

he student strike at the University of Puerto Rico

went into its 24th day with renewed energy after

the ratification of the indefinite strike vote by a stu-

dent assembly and an from the Riot Police
to enter the Rio cam Friday i
Students guarding the gate in front of the School

Mn&lﬂﬂyﬁﬁﬂﬂ&we?mwhmahﬂkaﬁer
gent of Riot Police agents cut

the locked slip bolt of the gate and tried to get inside

campus.
“I’mcallingtﬂtell}ruuwc[ﬂlf mﬂup]matﬂwe
us up to tell

gate at Education
us the Riot Police tﬂﬂﬂﬂ}t]ﬂ-ﬂhiﬂddﬁlﬂsmﬂlﬂ

at Fine A.rts and Education.
aﬁer They

Weﬂm

mtmnca‘lhegmuprenundﬂdﬂmamus“ﬂﬁemmn
pwunds, you cannot come in’”
of minutes of some “light pushin

ﬂ:gpahneaﬂicemdmstadand mn-
tm] the gates.
“Riot Police daunts students on the gates. Its real Pass it

on!” read a text the students circulated at 5:41 am.
tﬂnthersmdmtsuumdcﬂ]egammmufﬂm

press.

Later in the mo the Rio Piedras campus was almost
completely surrounded by the Police, riot squads and police
cadets some 20 feet apart along the campus fence
ﬂmte:-:ten&s Ponce de Ledn Avenue to Gandara and

Barbosa Avenues. They blocked the entrance to the few

-pedestrian gates still open and prohibited pedestrians from
g near the fence.

Luis Torres, the father of one of the demonstrating stu-

Riot Squad. mamhera take positien in front of the UPR gates on Barbosa Ave. blocking access to
g s L#:.af::":;-;ﬂ- AR -i'san*:"ﬂ."u J'L"ﬂ.ﬁ‘i‘ifffllllff .1
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Dally Sun/Francesa von Rabenau O'Reily

A UPR students occupying the Rio Piedras campus demonsirate atop the university fence demand-
ing the Police be remove from a campus perimeter.

dents, was manhandled by a police cadet, identified only as
Rodriguez, while he was trying to pass a breakfast bag to
his son ﬂwfmm[)unngﬂma*mudmLTnnﬁmmwd

a cut on his left
Police Cmdr. ﬂ‘nmﬂieﬂanjuanpohce

'dnmmlatermdﬂmamﬁsﬂmm]ﬂdmed

tuprutectﬂrunnmtypmnm

Doty Sm.iﬁ'mcemmn Eﬂt:-aﬂmﬂ E'aihr

1_-,,--5E:;.-|.--|::.|.1.Arrﬁ'-..-i

-H&H—‘--u‘: RN

Weﬁenm to allow or anyone to come
in? Meine mﬁmng anything or anyo

Questioned about what kind of threat or demon-
strators outside the gates posed for the university, Mejias

reiterated, “those are our m'ders.
Fridey the. campus e Closing. Gt a3t
e was until | 31, but
a.w.lr:d}r % with ﬂ:emsmdents will mntm“lge_ Never-
theless, Rivera did not when the Enard of Trustees
will meet again with the Student Committee.
In the ;'jﬂeémume. students living in Resi- (the on
campus student residence) were 3 to
mﬂﬁlﬂﬂlmmﬁwmﬂﬂﬂiﬁ% Deanpm

mhﬂffﬂ'studmtsinfﬂmmimﬂyhadh&nﬂuﬁtmdmﬂi
fo eviction by University Police if they did not com-
ph“ﬁhﬁmﬂrderjheyvmﬂsﬂmdeﬁdmlmmmm
apartment keys at the lobby desk

Despite the threats, several students who declined
to identify assured they were not going to move

. ~out of the student residence.

ﬁumlmqﬂeanafsmdmish&éﬂ Nieves denied
fa ﬁ:rmﬁﬂmunufﬂwﬂudentswhudeudgotsu
did admit “we will work that out on another. lev-

“We will notify the [university] administration and they
il take the necessary steps,’ said Nieves.
“There is a 30-day recess during which we cannot guar-
antee their safe t}rhem,"headdeﬂ
More than 350 students live at Resi-Campus, of which
mneEHSDHMdnmmmkedmﬂudEﬁLFndayﬁm
belongin

:EE

i?—-

Géndara Avenue to where their cars, or their relatives’ wait-
ed because no vehide was allowed to enter the campus.
At mid-morning Friday, rumors started to about
the University administration having ordered the Puerto Rico
Aqueduct .and Sewer Authority and the Puerto Rico Elec-
chbwerﬂuﬂmmj.r t{} shut off the water am:l eler:tm: se1-
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UPR

vices to the campus.

PRASA and PREPA spokespersons denied
later having received such requests.
Students react

For Student Trustee-elect René Vargas the
possibility of continuing negotiations are rapid-

waning,

“This is about over [negn&aﬁmwl. The strat-

Doy Sun/Francess 'mn Robenau O'Reily
Students and families and friends create @ human chain along UPR Rio
Piedras campus perimeter in front of Riot Police officers.

egy now seems to be starving [the students]
to gleaﬂu, mﬁy&[

“Neverth university administra-
tors] will have to change their strategy because
the students have proved they are very
resourceful. We will find a way to get them
the food and water they need; added.

General Student Council president Gabriel
Laborde said on his part that the sheer num-
ber of police officers surrounding the cam-
pus is evidence of the ad:mnmtrahmfs “des-
peration” to end "a situation they themselves
created.”

T urge Chancellor Ana Rosa Guadalupe

iy e G, A
L Ao, A R

R A e

Lo | [ ek

aaaaaa

: IE:
Duihr Sun/Frencesa von Robenou O Reﬂry

René Fere: from the “Calle 13" group showed his support for the stu-
dents protesters at the Barbosa Ave. university gates.

to step into the shoes of a mother whose
son or daughter studies here and someone
is blocking them access to food and water.
Or into the shoes of a mother whose child
is being evicted from his or her home)" said
Laborde.

i very sriously before taling any scson:
$ very re any action,’
The student leader also urged Fist Lady
stu First
Lucé Vela to step “into those same shoes”

into those same shoes, think about
and talk to Luis [Fortufio] about ending this
situation. Allow us to take food and water

to our fellow students ... dont let them be
evicted from their homes,” Laborde said.
Late on Friday, the San Juan Superior Court
issued an injunction ordering the delivery of
fmdandmmbeaﬂm-mdmmmpus.
In the afternoon, demonstrations in front
of the gates at the Ponce de Ledn and Bar-
bosa Avenues stronger with su
from students families and friends,
umﬂn&pﬂrﬂnnnn artists and media per-
sonalities and ﬂleggmmlpubhc. o
As of press la &mdalupepmm
José R. De la Torre nor had react
ed to the demonstrations.

Pierluisi wants to extend PR’s drug courts to federal level

BY ROBERT FRIEDMAN
Daily Sun Washington Bureau

rlriedman@prdailysun.net

WASHINGTON
esident Cc}rm:hdt.f.:siﬂner Pedro Pieriuisi%
pointing to apparent success o,
Puerto Rico’s drug courts, has told

US. Attorney General Justice Secretary Eric
Holder that he was g ion to
extend the program to the island’s federal

'Ihee:-a:han took place during a House
Judiciary Cunmtl:er: hearing Thursday at
which Holder appeared. 'Ihegrﬂsident com-
missioner is a member of the -panel.

President Obama announced this week a
shift in national drug policy that would
treat illegal drug use more as a public health
issue and put more resources into preven-
tion and treatment. The new strategy accents

community-based  anti- programs,
enc health care providers to screen
for drug problems before addiction sets in
and expands treatment specialty cen-
ters to mainstream care facilities.
Obama called the plan a2 “balanced

approach to confronting the complex chal-

[l _'- .
‘.\.11I. -cd:-l J: Lt " I.-,-

R

.dmgnﬁ'endm'shavegonethwugh

IEngE: of drug use and its consequences.”

During the hearing, Pierluisi proposed
that the US. Justice Department consider
federal drug courts as an alternative to
imprisoning non-viclent offenders and as a
re-entry court for offenders who have just
completed a prison term.

He noted that the drug courts have low-
ered the mmdjmm rate among addicts “by
providing intensive treatment and supervi-
sion in of-or subsequent to-incarcera-
tion.”

Drug courts handle the cases of nonvio-
lent substance abusers. They attempt to inte-
grate the work of court officials with men-
tal health, social service and treatment spe-
cialists. The goal is to help non-violent
offenders recover and become productive
citizens.

There are currently over 2,140 drug courts
in all 50 states and U.S. territories.

The resident commissioner said during
the hearing that studies have shown for
every dollar invested-in a drug court, tax-
payers save roughly three times that amount.

A recent shown that over 9,000
the island’s
nine drug murts and 111a1: the -recidivism -
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Resident Commissicner Pedro
Pierluisi

rate after the first year is just 5 percent.
Of the drug offenders sent to prison in the

state&.ﬂpercentmmughtupmlagal
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offenses after the ﬁﬁt}wnfthm release.

Pierluisi noted that drug courts have been

imlemmtedinlessthanﬂne-ﬂlirﬂ of fed-
judicial district

He told Calder: “I hope you will encour-

age the US. attorneys and assistant US.

that work under you to their

port to the federal drug courts in
s LA
The resident commissioner also had an

exchange with the attorney general about
ﬁ'l.ﬂl‘ﬂﬂgﬂit law aduptedb}rﬁﬁinﬂmrﬂqmr—
ing residents to prove are in the coun-
“'ﬂl‘!gﬂu}’lfﬂ'l are confronted by police

0 suspect are non-documented

P uisi told Holder that he was “very
distu:bfd’“bymelaw,andthatitm‘nffm-
sive to all Hispanics, including the millions
of US. nhzen.?.andlegalrﬁldemsﬂfl'ﬁs—
panic origin in the nation”

He that the Justice Depart-
ment ge the law in court or take
action on 'blemulnghtsmlamm

Holder responded that the department
was looking into whether the Arizona law
cunuavenﬂ”hnthfadﬂalhnnugmhmmd
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On the new Arizona law

The US., induding Puerto Rico and
USVI, has some 275 million native born
people, and some 35 million foreign born.
Of this total of 310 million, about 47 mil-
lion are hispanic or Latino (a number
expected to rise to 30 percent of the
fation or 132 million people by 2050).

Of the some 35 million foreign I:H:I
more than 50 percent are Latino or “brmm—
skinned””

These 35 million fﬂmgnm comprise some |
l d'.uq.r are reaping

11 million so-called “illegal”
about 60 percent (six to mmﬂf

whom come from Mexico; 10 to 25

(one to three million) frﬂmﬂSahadﬁm _! a

i :ﬂ{ discriminatory. The
Y

Guatemala, Honduras and the Caribbean; 4
mspercent&umﬂmPluhppmtsandlndm,
and less than 10 percent from Europe and
the rest of the world Ihus, la-.-.':s. targeted
against so-called “illegal” ar-: tar-
geted overwhelmingly against “brown

skinned” people.

As reported in the Daily Sun, on April
23, Gov. Jan Brewer, B-Arirona, (successor to
Department of Homeland Security’s Janet -
Napolitano) signed into law that state’s
mean-spirited, controversial immi
measure, which requires any [pm%mn
brown-skinned people in Arizona to, at all
times, carry work and travel papers on their
person, and which, according to the Ameri-

can Immigration Lawvers Association, or
AILA, “effectively all[.at.msﬂietar-
get of arrest or | ion.”

The Arizona law m it a state crime

‘tn-btanunducumentedmumgrantm&.n
zcrna, and that law is contrary to federal
law which deals with the subject administra-
tively, not criminally; that law requires Ari-
zona state law enforcement officers "to ques-
tion individuals about their immigration sta-
tus if the officer has ‘a reasonable suspicion’
that they are undocumented;” if the individ-
ual doesn't have proof of legal status on
their person, they are subject to immediate
arrest. AILA President Bernie Wolfsdorf said,
a green card holder who .. in his
Erﬂntmdmlusbamliﬁb]ihtmﬂm
newspaper is a erimin e
his card with him .” o
epgsr pﬂf)}‘ Arizonans who are of Puerto

L'I.nl na

h:mmsl-mmeﬂ ﬁunenr:ans, anh:upatebemg

stopped by police officers just because of
how they look :
A Republican governor affirming and sign-
ing this outrageo i surprise
in a state (Anizona) where its two Republi-
can senators, John McCain and Jon Kyl, vot-
ed against the appointment of US. Supreme
Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor, of
Puerto Rican descent.
Even President Obama himself, while
dedaring the Arizona law “misguided.” said
on April 23, that any road to naturalization
would require a person “to learn English”
(and, of course, absent naturalization, an
undecumented person faces deportation).
This, in a nation where Spanish is the pri-
mary language for more than 34 million
people, and where another 45 million Amer-
fmnsspmkmﬁpmhumeuﬁ:ﬂmdmnd
]alg;ua,ga where, in Puerto Rico, Spanish
gﬂ%ﬂtbﬂﬁﬂﬂgﬁmdmmuﬂi
The new Arizona law emphasizes, once
again, the vital need for the US.
to enact moral, legal and compassionate

George Maurer

- ‘Catafio

I, for one, find no fault in the Arizona
Law that seeks to its borders i

the encroachment of illegal aliens In

| Arizona is doing what the United States

government should be doing instead of play-
politics. Undocumented aliens have no
nﬁmttnbe:mthsus ‘illegally. All of the
tes, rights, immunities and privi
nquthavebmnmmeddearl}f
the people of the US. and these unwanted
immigrants are appropriating them at no
cost. Whatever the US. has achieved over so
many decades could have also been earned
by other countries, but
50 because of the
at they themselves

Itlsnm.runfannfﬂwuppunemsufﬂw
law to sow discord by all that it is eth-
is in fact
objective; it is aimed at all

le
. who are not citizens of the US. ange:'in

are in the State of Arizona illegally. It does
not mention color, national origin or any
factor other than citizenship and

Indeed, if Puerto Rico were a State of the
Union, it would very probably enact similar
?slauﬂn to protect itself t the influx

illegal aliens because it would be vulnera-

ble to a similar invasion.

Sebastidn Pérez
San Juan

Honorable leaders

Pierluisi showed the world that Puerto
Rico does have some honorable leaders

The principal players arguing on the floor
in favor of the status bill were Resident
Commissioner Pedro Pierluisi and Resources
Committee Chairman, Nick Rahall, D-WVa,,
while stateside Puerto Rican Reps. Nydia
Veldzquez, D-NY, and Luis Gutiérrez, D-IL,
buﬂ-;nfwhuma:ﬁ:edlﬂng,hmﬂ and pas-
sionately against

Gu‘tiérrez made Puerto Rican patriot argu-
ments against the bill, which he saw as
“rigged” in favor of statehood He said the
one indisputable right that the Puerto Rican
people had was the “inalienable right” to
have the island become an independent
Efaﬁm I;IME sm;;i E&ﬂ‘tﬂ Rlvl:ﬂ&m a “nation

and sai arently tongue-in-

Cha%f:.ﬂplﬂmt he Wuldappw Fstatehgi:_i if
the island were allowed as a state to have its
own Olympic team and its own official lan-

age — Spanish. “Would Congress approve

£u
that?” he asked. In attempting to show that
there is little interest in English on the
island, he said that the only daily n per
mhmﬂmmhmgﬂmbmb:ptaﬁm
forced to close was the English-language San
Juan Star. He did not mention the existence
of the Puerto Rico Daily Sun. {D‘aJl}' Sun,
April 30)

The more Luis Gutiérrez talked, the more
he convinced me to support HR 2499. |

- cannot believe that this ungrateful, un-Amer-
| ican hypocrite is representing Chicago

Chicago’s Puer-
tDR.ICEIIlE]IlﬂlELLS.Cﬂn
impression that h&lsnutmspectec%ub}rnmny
members of Congress and does not deserve
to be respected He came across as imma-
ture, emotional and dishonest. He
like a two-year-old having a temper tantrum
every time he talked.

In contrast, Pierluisi was mature, spoke
with honesty and conviction from his heart
as well as with his intellect. Pierluisi showed
the world that Puerto Rico does have some

. honorable leaders. T was proud of how he

debated in the US. Congress. I got the
strong feeling that he is a patriotic American
who deeply and honors both the US.
and Puerto Rico. His supporters in’ this

important debate on HR 2499, such as

they chose not to do |
"ca!cﬂnmtaﬂedﬂuw

House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, D-Md,
and Rep. José Serrano, D-NY, were also
honorable and respectful during the debate.
At the hegmmng, I had several reserva-
tions about supporting HR 2499, However,
the debate convinced me more and more
that HR 2499 is exactly what we need and
this ideal status solution is long overdue.

Robert McCarroll
Carolina

An honest reflection

Fairness and demo
of Representatives, which approved a revised
the Puerto Rico status bill T wrote many
letters to the Daily Sun, and to several
members of Congress protesting the unfair
New Pro Pa:t].rlegslatmnﬁpnnsmd
by Resident Commissioner Pierluisi His
posal absolutely | that stateh
would be the ultimate winner. I am certain
that my letter, among thousands pro and for,
was not even by a con mar, but
my feelings about fairess were shared by
enough congress members that they revised
the Pierhuisi bill to the current status
quo, commonwealth, a chance.

almost half the vo ation
ﬁmw?m;a;ﬁrdmmﬁvﬁgmfm
retainin have. Although the
revised bill faces a long
in the Senate, at least it now has a fighting
chance to clear that chamber and move for-
ward to a presidential signature.

TheSerﬂteshﬂuldﬁlrﬂlﬂ'mmmﬁ:hﬂl

dlnunamlgthtﬁrﬁtplcbmwl'udhnmv

ess, since the second vote now

E11'11:1«1‘:1'5-:';4:1:::|11Irm:rrm'l.rr:a]ﬂl Why waste time
. and money on an

unnecessary
. endcted, I can proudly go vote for statehood,

first vote? If

and my wife will accompany me to vote an
offsetting ballot for commonwealth. The
Pierluisi bill would have kept her from vot-

ing for her preference. I wrote that the NPP

would not win a co vote in Congress,
and [ am full of pride that the US. Con-

gress saw through that hoax and changed an
ﬁdﬂ'ﬂmdch' to a democratic and fair

Statehood still be the ultimate winner,

' but it will be with 2 much smaller majority,

or even plurality, and Congress will have a
better sense of the mood of Puerto Rico
regarding their strong or weak wishes for

statehood. But, it will be an honest reflection
of the will of Puerto Ricans.
J. D. Aragon
Old San Juan

he’s horrible! -

University uerto Rico Chancellor Ana
is up to what she does worst:

sowing confusion and discord. She called on
all the bureaucrats to get back to work, but

they said no, they do whatever they want in
any event, their union is impregnable, that’s
why everything there is such a mess. And
she says classes are back Tuesday. Students

-mn'thﬂrlﬂlmthmnbsath&rhk:adrmms—

trators do, they've got grades and a degree

to worry about.
Are fistfights between incomers and strik-

| ers what she has in mind? Or an excuse for

those SWAT gorillas to beat students, per-
haps murder a few like in the 70s. I hear
she admires Jaime Benitez, thats what he

did. Miguel Estrada
Caparra

Tyranny in the mirror
As follows spoke our illustrious governor, -
irony intended: “They are suffering from the
injustices of the Cuban government. Con-
trary to Puerto Rico, Cuba doesnt enjoy a
whemnuzens-:anﬁ'ese]}rexpress

e g T
e . "
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won in the House |

' TN I'L‘Etrﬂ mﬂqmrrx mJN

Not that it does us any . In Cuba
citizens have free quah'q.f tion and free
quality medical care. Here :I:'s TJ'LE ravages
and crookedness of the lace, the pre-
| dation of the Golden Mile . who are

| now about to wrest from the poor the

chance of a hi education, the
means they hh;g:ﬁtrﬂ rise above nwumﬂrmum
wager and to redress anything,

At the University of Minnesota a genera-
. tion ago a quarters tuition for grad school
- was 3300 and undergrad $100. Now its
. $20,000 a grad and a third that under-
|g:'ad.ﬂ1atswhatwemnlunkfﬂnvardm
| what the are phasing in on us.
Its not the students, but the rest of us,
“whod best be demo at UPR and
the Capitol. Those kids will be out before

impact hits the Puerto Rican com-
munity, the trickle-up Reaganomic Fortufio-
MeClintock-Pierluisi trajectory thatll translate
into a squalid inner Metro and crime galore.

Perhaps only the Obama renaissance can

and uncertain future |, 1o Cuba. Does quality

now rescue us, if it's for real
And how much freedom of speech may

i you afford when those riot cops, with their
shaved heads, their burly builds and the
conternpt on their faces, ishing their

nightsticks threateningly, even in front to the
Wmmmndbemﬁngnumdiﬂ
life and the
dignity of the person mean the number of
mmﬂiemadandﬁsmead]hmmar
does it make more sense to hew to a loftier

-| goal?
Bob Harris
Condado
Remhskanzlerfﬁhrer Fortufio

It was surreal. I was watching on the Mil-
itary Channel how the SS broke up laber.
unions in the early days of the Third Reich,
shoving and bludgeoning German strikers.
At 11 pm. I switched to the news to wit-
ness the Riot Squad déja vuing UPR student
demonstrators. O meburl‘}rgunrd:ds with
their hefty builds, armor, shaved heads,
primeval grimaces, and - double-handled
nightsticks that they swang back and forth,
mnreumnud' imidating than Hitlers
dad-in-black praetorian . troops.

- Carutha Harris

San Juan
Hard to accept

“ﬁﬂelhmlemedmmmtdﬁpﬂ‘
ate economic circumstance of our
ment, Icannﬂtacceptthetrﬁuumﬂhm
been receiving from the Family and Chil-
dren Administration, or ADFAN, which has

| yet to pay invoices as old as 2007 for

nursing agency’s emergency care for chil

in their cust

Four months I was advised by David

Gomez in their artment that all -
dmwnmwﬂnardcn March, Admin-
istrative executives and Enei-

daE-nndlamphedtgmrmqumesﬂmtthE}'

| “would try to a source of funds to
| pay the debt)” but I have yet to receive a
| payment or reply

Nor has ADFAN Director Yanitsa Irri
or La Fortaleza replied It appears that all
our government knows how to do is to
not pay them products and services
provide as promised by Gov. Fortufio in
e

Invoices three years old and not paid.

¢ Glenn Patron
Caregivers de Puerto Rico

The Puerto Rico Daily Sun shall not be Bable for
-errnr:. inaccuracies or delays in condent, or for

Eacflum taken in relionce thereon, Information

lished does not necessarily represent the:
: 'F."P-Il'llﬂﬂ of the.Dal

Sun. We raserve. the right 16",

edit for space,

. Civility, and accuracy.
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