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The riot that enr.ued between prnies#ers and the Police inside the Sheraten Ceonvention

Doy SurfHumberto T'fm

Center Hotel lobby resulted in some $8,000 in property damages, hotel officials said.

BY JUAN A. HERNANDEZ
Of Daily Sun staff

fhernandez@prdailysun.net
t least five protesters
were arrested Thursday
night during a demon-
stration against Gow

Fortufios economic policies and
the University of Puerto Rico cri-
sis.

Members of the Police Riot
Squad discharged their pepper
spray canisters into the group of
demonstrators, which included
workers and students, that had

ered at the entrance of the

Rico Convention Center

while Fortufio participated in a

political fundraiser at the Shera-
ton Convention Center Hotel.

The arrested demonstrators were
identified as Gabriel Muriente, son
of pro independence leader Julio

- leaders José Rodrigue

Muriente, Carlos Santiago and José

- Pérez, among others.

Several people were affected by
the pepper spray, including labor
7 Baez, Luisa
Acevedo and Eric Sevilla.

Earlier Thursday, University of
Puerto Rico administration had
mstru::ted its legal counsel in the

injunction case against
the striking student leadership to
ne the serving of summons

for contempt to the student lead-

€rs.
“It is in our best interest to con-
tinue open and respectful negoti-

ations to put an end to this indef-
inite ent strike at the Uni-
versity of Puerto Rico, which has
done so much harm to our insti-
tution,” UPR president José Ramdn
De la Torre said in a press release
issued Thursday afternoon.

The National Student Negotiat-

ing Committee met with UPR
administrators  Thursday and
demanded the injunction against
several of its members be dropped
before negotiations could contin-
ue.

Mevertheless, De la Torre, Board
of Trustees Chairwoman Ygri
Rivera and Rio Piedras campus
interim  Chancellor Ana R
Guadalupe conditioned the post-
ponement on the students show-
ing up to a meeting today at 8:30
am. at the president’s office to
resume negotiations.

The press release ‘also includes
an unexpected comment from De
la Torre. .

“It is our duty to put our own
particular interests ahead for [sic]
the welfare of the University and
the people of Puerto Rico;’ De la
Torre said.

University administrators pre-
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A University of Puerto Rico student known as “Osito” s Tasered

dand amested Thursday following a

protest that unleashed a

riot at the Sheraton Convention Center Hotel lobby, when
Police used pepper spray to break up the crowd.

sented an injunction on April 21,
the first day of the academic strike,
requesting General Student Coun-
cil (GSC) president Gabriel Labor-
de and three other student lead-
ers desist from controlling uni-
versity gate&andfmm committing
acts of vandalism”™ on campus. The
recourse did not explain, or pre-
sent any evidence regarding the
“acts of vandalism?” _

The UPR lawyers requested

Wednesday an amendment to their
injunction to include several oth-
er student leaders bringing the
total to 21. Among the students
now subject to the injunction are
GSC  vice-president  Santiago
Velizquez Lamela, Arturo Rios
Esmbanu, Giovanni Roberto
Ciez, Anibal Nafiez Gonzdlez and
Waldemiro Vélez Soto from the
Rio Piedras Negotiating Commit-
tee, among several others.

Courts Administrator: Law 7 causes delays in Family court cases

BY EVA LLORENS VELEZ . -~

ellorens@prdailysun.net
Of the Dafly Sun staff

delays

Vélez said she has received complaints
from judges because the situation has caused
in the resolution of cases. Nonethe-

although

On the other hand, Vélez said that
the courts’ budget has remained
the same for the past three years, she

branch’s budget formula states that even if
the average
oes down, the amount of money given t

of the total annual re'-renuﬂs

That 15

he island’s courts have been forced
to sanction an undﬂterlg:lmad afgmfgﬂnt
of Family Department lawvers for fail-
ing to show up for court hearings, a situ-
ation that has caused a backlog in the res-
olution of family cases, officials said Thurs-
day.
f};',alling the situation an “alarming” one,
Courts Administrator Sonia Ivette Vélez said
Law 7, the Fiscal cy Law, has result-
ed in a cut in the number of Family Depart-
ment lawyers handling family cases and, as
a result, court cases are being affected.
“This has caused delays in heann which

have to be ned,” she said during a -
b . agency muld not be nbtamed

- House. Treasury Committee hearing.

El G s s T

. less, she said that for the past month she

has not received any further complaints,
In March, the Family Department issued
145 layoff notices in the istration for
Families and Children, 130 layoff notices
in the Family Secretariat office, 289 layoff
notices in the Administration for the Socioe-
conomic Development and Family Admin-
istration, and 22 layoff notices in the Admin-
istration for the Care and Integrated Devel-
opment of Ch“thiPany ren, Luis Vi
Popular Democratic p. Luis Vega
Ramos said Vélez’s remarks are disastrous
example of the effects of Law 7. “This is
affecting children and the elderly, he sald.
An immediate reaction from thc Pamlly

to end the fiscal year with a balanced bud- Ehecuurtsmllrtmmnﬂle same.

EEtTl'IE judicial branchs p
dated budget is $351.8 million, of which
$347.9 ion is m from the general
fund that it gets from its budget formula.
Vélez said the $347.9 million is the same
amount in revenues it obtained last ;
The courts budget formula, which was
enacted in 2002, calls for the judicial branch
to get a percentage of the average of the
ents revenues, which was 3.3 per-

cent in 2004 and is now 4 percent.
Unlike the revenues obtained by the Uni-
versity of Puerto Rico, which can change
depending on the amount of revenues col-

osed consoli-

lected, the law that. created  the judicial.

why we have had the same amount of rev-
enues for the past few Vélez said,
noting that the courts’ budgﬂ for the next
fiscal year has not been affected by the loss
in revenues to the general fund resulting
from various dispositions in Law 7.
However, she called upon lawmakers to
deal with the situation of the Judicial Branch
Retirement System’s deficit. While she said
she did not have smﬁ numbers, she not-
ed that lawmakers to protect it because
it is the only retirement system that was
created because of a constitutional mandate
reaffirming the constitutional separation of

pOWeTS, The magnitude of the problem
exceeds our capacity, she sajd 7 7
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More than 5 ﬂﬂﬂ trafﬁl: deaths in past 10 years

More than 5,000 people have died on the roads of Puer-
to Rico in the last 10 years, av:mrding to the executive
director of the Commission for Traffic Safety, Miguel San-
tini, when he released on Thursday the statistics for trafr
fic fatalities caused by not wearing a seat belt.

According to the Commissions statistics, of the 5,318
people who have died in the past 10 years, 1,652 of them,
or 31 percent, were not wearing their seat belts at the time
of the traffic accident

Santini said that ameng the most relevant data on deaths
from not ing a seat belt are that 34 percent of vic-
tims were pmplebememﬂleagesntplﬁmﬂwm
old and 19 percent were between 25 to 34 years old.

Acc to the Commissions executive director, 60 per-
cent of the traffic deaths were reported during the period
&nmﬁpmtnﬁmand?spmentufﬂmsefatahhes
occurred from Thursday to Sunday.

Santini announced the statistics
miucatinnal campaign called “ﬂn':érratﬂ o Pagas’ or “Buck-

up or Pay” in , which will be presented from
Ma}rzgtn]uneﬁ,an *.-n]]m presentations on tele-
vision, radio, print media and ]ntemei_

The campaign has the %ﬂfﬂﬁﬂtﬂtﬂ?ﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂd
municipal police forces islan who will be stopping
engers without seat belts on the streets.
uéut ; abelf;famuumstuiﬁt} dollars
per r and $100 dollars not using a car seat,’

According to Santini, the public educational campaign is
aimed at ting deaths on the roads caused by not

the launch of an

seat belt and is being implemented simultane-
Wm the United States.
“Safety belts are the most effective way of protection a .

vehicle has. It is essential that both the driver and each
passenger use their seat belts. It is shown that they save
li‘.'esand prevent serious injuries, Santini said.

13 000 pounds of trash, 100 tlres removed
from La Plata reservoir

The Department of Natural and Environmental Resources
announced Thursday that 18,000 pounds of trash were
removed from the La Plata dam, as well as more than 100
car and truck tires in a recent clean-up activity.

In the activity, that counted on the support of members
of the La Plata Fi Club, the agency pulled out of the
water around 192 garbage bags of garbage, the equivalent
crf lﬂﬂﬂﬂ pounds of plastic and glass items.

In addition to plastic and glass collected, we removed
a family-sized ﬁ'.ldp and more ‘thate 100 tirés, many of
them still with its metal rim,” said DINER Secretary Daniel
Galan Kercado.

He said it was important “to raise awareness of the impor-
tance of keeping our waterways clean and preventing future

to ecosystems. By throwing garbage we contami-
nate water that we will consume at some time.” :

The Toa Alta munici and Environmental Sciences
students from the University of Puerto Ricos Ba}ra.mun cam-
pus also participated in the dean-up.

Funeral for Elba Vila, AAV’'s mother, at
1 p.m. today

The funeral for Elba Vili Salas, the deceased mother of
former Gov. Anibal Acevedo Vili will be held today at 1

pm. at the San Juan municipal cemetery, her family
announced.

The wake, originally scheduled to begin Thursday after-
Wi tn begin 41 730 p.sfer the fight Binging Dot
to at 7:30 pm. after the ofia

Flbas remains back to Puerto Rico was d;]ave‘fmg
The former governor’s mother died May 7 at ﬂ'lee?tgeuf
that left San

79 while she was on a cruise ship to Spain
Juan May 2.
By the Daily Sun staff and wire services

 administration had finally

Misinformed Fort

talks are under way at UPR

BY JOSE ALVARADO VEGA
Of the Daily Sun staff

Jjalvarado@prdailysun.net

n apparently misinformed Gow.
Fortufio insisted Thursday that
his call earlier this week for

“dialogue” between striking students

and the University of Puerto Rico

led them to
sit down and negotiate — even though

m:r mc:h talks were held.

gfm mnfermce at- the
mnunﬂnweal e Department,

asked the governor whether
the UPR administration acted wi
];fﬁtuden members :::f the Nation-

t tating Commitiee as
defendants meg:nmpm:tlmlawmut
ﬂiﬂlsﬂekstﬂfnmmﬂsnﬂdﬁstu—
dent leadership to end the month-long
mﬂmm;émﬁp-dfdm"mdﬂm on
campus
Committee members, after
stood up Wednesday by UPR Presi-
dent José Ramoén De la Torre, said
Thursday that the lawsuit must be
withdrawn before any talks can be
restarted with the administration.
“Many times in my practice I have
s&enhﬂwlavqmrssuegm
force them to sit down and negotiate.
And the result has been in this case
that [both sides in the UPR conflict]
are negotiating at the table as we
speal” said Fortufio, who, when told
no such talks were being held, insist-
ed he had been informed just min-

oth parties to .

utes before that ntatives from
“all campuses except Rio Piedras” were
meeting at an undiscosed location.

Student leaders said no such talks
had been held.

“Notice that since [ called on out-
side forces to leave the campus, and
the police presence [at the Rio Piedras
campus] has dramatically, as
I said would occur. Thats what we
need — to leave the university com-
munity alone to solve this problem ...
as they have done in the past said
the governor, who added that the “cli-
mate has chan since his call Mon-
day resulted in “outside forces leaving
the campus and a majority of police

leaving also.”
The or also rejected criticism
that a Party fundrais-

er held Tharscey night

at the Shera-

ton Convention Center Hotel in Mira- |

mar sought to pair cabinet members
with business executives. The event
was marred by a clash between police
and union members and UPR strik-
mgb[bsmdmtswhumedtﬂhrﬁkm
fnrtherent,ﬁlﬁ:mﬂt};walar
telephnneandHPP
undertake legal activities,” Eurtmmaaﬁ
of the fundraiser, for which $500 and
$1,000 tickets were sold “Here we
dont handle cash like the previous
governor did "We do what the law
requires.”

When asked about threats made

against Treasury Secretary Juan Car-
los Puig Thursday due to his video

lottery pIan;s, Fortunio said that local

police and federal lmﬂrenfc:rcmnmt

officials were working tuget.her
ensure his safety”
“We will not allow any one to inter-

fere in an maF w;l]r in an].-r
regulation or
said.

The governor, moreover, first denied
but then conceded that Health Secre-
tary Lorenzo Gonzilez was operating

a health clinic near his home in Penn-

F:r'h'ﬂma. as C}ﬁmm reported, say-
mghewas gh'm required dis-

pensation for in which
Gﬂnza.lezj &Eave “second opinions”
by Justice Secretary
Gm]]ermﬂ Somoza, Fortufio
announced the distribution. of $21.7
million in American Recovery and
pﬁl.Rm-:i %ﬂmﬂsfﬂrmuﬂci—
and nonp programs to pre-
vent and fight crime.

The money, allocated by a joint com-
mittee with representation of the non-
profit United Way and the Municipal
Affairs Office, was distributed to 37
municipalities and 19 non-profit orga-
nizations, mostly youthi and women’s
shelters, in a competitive process, the

or said during the activity, in
wwlﬁ::hhe hmdmgtmulmtn may-
ors and organization officials. He said
that $6.6 million were assigned to

~ municipalities, $1.9 million to non-

profit tions and $5.9 million
to police. Another $7.9 million were
assigned to joint crime-prevention pro-
between municipalities and
commonwealth agencies.

New Cataiio ferry ready in 2 years

BY THE DAILY SUN STAFF

aritime Transport Authority
M officials inspected on Thurs--

day construction on a $22.5
million ferry terminal in Cataiio,
which should be inaugurated in two
years, touted as the first build-
ing in Puerto Rico certified by the
US. Building Council.

The facility’s green construction will
help reduce electricity consumption
by 25 percent and water by 52 per-
cent, said Ti ortation and Public
Works Secretary Rubén Hernindez

G ;
PaderalTra:mtﬁ.dnumstnﬂfth tion
will pay for 80 percent e pro-
]mﬁdﬂlerﬁtmﬂbemnnark:d
from Commonwealth funds.
"One of our est satisfactions
is the beginning of the construction
of this new ferry terminal in Catafio,
with which we will make history
again in the Puerto Rican maritime
transportation,” said Ibsen Santiago,
MTA executive director. “This new
[terminal] will replace the existing

(LI

terminal, which has been in ;lpgra,,.fl::tdaepmd 312 feet, wide and will, .;

Maritime Transporiation Authority officials on Thursday announced
the groundbrecking of the new terminal in Caiano.

tion for 35 .
The ferry currently serves 4,600

passengers daily.
The newl:enm.nalw:]] measure 240

LI

=

have two waiting rooms for passen-
ers bound for San Juan and Hato
ey, four business stands, a mechan-
ic shop, bathrooms and a breast feed-
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- & ko il o e Bodomor B &




The strike!

As of May 14th, the critical issue for the i
dents has been tuition waivers for those with the intelli- | ]

gtui-

gmwemmg:odgmdﬁmdmmmuhmﬂﬂmlﬂ-
ents useful to the university community.

These;-mwers havecﬂmambephuﬂ ﬂverﬂée
course of time as entittements im ¥ guarantesd by
the administration of the university, specifically by its
board of trustees, and underwritten, as it were, by the
central government of Puerto Rico, by its
ability to award a pe of its take from the
licensed gambling industries on the island to the univer-

L]

Tntﬁeﬁ.mm,mesmdmtstﬂkeismﬂﬁvamd

by a need to hold the university accountable for honor-
ing those waivers as it has in the past, as it should in
the present, and forever afterwards, for as long as waves
shall tumble onto the shores.

hddangﬂlebmrdufmmtees

explaining how the University ufh&&m

nsion :
ﬁ to go in less than.10 ytars},apd mﬂ-ﬁ :
::aﬂ}'m&lcﬁlzbi]lmnmiﬁdlbﬂhmﬂ nal -defici
of the central that has led to massive Jay- -

L L

e “outside of the:will an F;_
If Puerto Ricans hzue‘plmmeﬂ tq helie?m ﬂt:f‘ﬂl'ﬂ not

Mmmummﬂmkmu aigee, Bt

g ‘advisers implore their crifi
and obstructionists to ::ast ﬂiﬁnsehes-f_,. e

“Step into the shoes of a mother whose son-or -~
studies here and someone is b their
amtufmdmdmﬂrmmmemuﬁ a moth-

er whose child is being evicted from his or her home”
(General Student Council PI.'E'S-Idﬂll Gabriel Laborde,
Local News, May 15, ﬁ

Statements like this have cnnmbuted to the Boob
Theory of delayed development manifested by so many
in Puerto Rico, especially in politics. And where do the
politicians come from?

Why, of course, from mommy and alma mater. The
national motto of Puerto Rico may be, “The Enchantad
Isle, but the -E;H-E:l.‘tl.’l.‘.‘ motto is sumeﬂung more like,
aw“ﬂts to the s'-.raet. Enmpfhtwe a!l:ematnres are,

mmmmm

has a SESU million deficit, the initial Gause: fﬂI—i Bt

ubhcwmiﬁsmd,mmtabl}atﬂw‘lﬁﬂibnmﬁf&* mi’"
nfThe thatﬁmdsthf: SI 10" CUTDACKS i S
urmmnmst’ tlmﬂEﬂnuJJanPE ficit.
But, mtluslar:]-:ﬂfmn&mst real in ﬂmm {‘“"‘

2 ;_-.:'t!mea ‘to shame our island
| the Fortufio administration is

“Brother, can't you spare a billion?™

“Morel We need more of everything, and dont you
dare us!”

“If the world changes, and with it our economic cir-
cumstances, please remember were not responsible for
amﬂ:hin.g.We innocent, I tell you, innocent, like

: Thect}rﬂfsuﬁmnglssuedb}rmamkmhasgune
| out to international communities, to organizations like
Mothers without Borders, “Help! Send more mommies!”
Won't you please contribute? - )
Steven Greenia
Rio Piedras

Bingo!

What may you not call a in Puerto Rico?
“ﬂlatep:ﬂletmﬂdhemummhﬂmap
ate? No, | can't list them, uhscmuﬁmmuhhsm
But if we call them all those things, wi'l}'th!:[ﬂ:plm]
do we vote for them every single time? It has to be
nothing other than Puerto Rican presenfamiento, unwel-
come insistent busibodiness, insofar as the expression is

| translatable.
on iy el e
i

Mﬂi&mjﬂﬂ:&b}lﬁ;{ﬂ of civil disobedience a la
andi? Or are we'simp "-___l}rm indolent and lazy for

-'-"d-u-"'.'-—"-'Ii'* =,

mg'r“aph,itaﬂbm ‘had the re i' X
mmhmrﬂmdaﬁ;;.j: s T

Pt
-_|...

?
.'1 Manzano
San Juan

Inﬂmmm“ﬁmnmw&hlmﬂ SPECTRES

b

“ Hmber bér One: mutters disappointment that bis litlle

r‘injﬁmreﬁi]edmmusedemhmﬂlmHmﬁ

mtpﬂnsfﬂrdidﬂm}r
would lose it and attack with

2SSt the young people would
sadvantage if they couldnit take notes, psyched

mmhbmmat‘mmhm VACUOUS bureaucrats con-
and to evince what
about, not even the
likes of Benito Mussolini.

Dncmustad:mneandrespact
having been all but searched, stoically endured and
sat down to do what eﬁia:-rneﬁ:r[wuld’webem
out of there in such a hurry. It seems the younger gen-
eration has more of the t:l:uﬂ'm them.

Emilio Santiago
Summit Hills

The Puerto Rice Daily Sun shall not be liabie for errors,
inaccuracies or dedays in confent, or for any aclions taken In
relionce thereon. Information published does nol necessariy |
- réprasent the opinfon of the Daily Sun. We resesve the nghr to e{j.r

i fﬂl’h.dt‘lﬁ l:::.rh.r civiily, and acouracy,

Julidn Acevedo
=7 Ocean Park

-ﬂ: ,, 'J, n g.ers vocal and
c from: the n Jand the kantele,

the students, who after |

2P - s, - = x e e el S iy | = ey L =g T
i A e W PRl i D e e S P s ey e T el ) e e T i e e

" seen in
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Our best mvestment

BY RIMA BRUSI, PH.D.
I:-:meentary

n his budget address a few

weeks ago, Gov. Fortufio

referred to public, affordable
higher education as a “privilege”
that Puerto Rico provides to its
students at no small cost to its
citizens. To reinforce the mes-
sage, he compared University of

Puerto Rico Lunmn rices to the
much hi other, pri-
vate, hi ﬁduc.ah{m institu-

hm:smmemland,and-nf{:ul-
leges and universities in-the
United States.

In an “us vs. them move
summgljrdmguedtamm:e =
aﬂyphcerfspﬂnﬂblfmmﬁs
against pro gstudmt&hr:
stamdﬁm“mmnn

Lhzlyhednpaj.r,mhut

l:rl.':dgct tl'lr:r:stls id by us
taxpayers.‘iﬂu-:hls ¥ our
people, just and noble, yes, but
also democratic and respectful
of law and order, get upset
when see what we have all
university these past
two. days.” As the strike grew
bigger and more complicated,
involving all of the 11 campuses,
a number of public and private
nor's ﬁe g
Eﬂl’l

wm?m,m”‘”"*i
dmmﬁslumﬁusnﬁ-ljllflmrh

ﬂ::premdeutuftheUPR’s
Board of Regen

At the heart of this image is
the idea that the university is

too inexpensive for the individ-
ual students and too expensive
for the state, thus rendering stu-
dent complaints about the elimi-
nation of tuition waivers, and

their insistence that tuition rates
stay low, as shallow. I propose
we examine this notion. Is the

university “too cheap?” [s
it a "cost” to the state? "Cheap”
and " are relative

terms, and they arise from com-
paring the costs of the UPR
with other institutions. Huwwu:.
is the com with
institutions in the island, and
with public and private universi-
ties in the US., an appropriate
comparison?

Private institutions in the
island have helped the country
meet an increasing demand for
higher education degrees, but in
terms of efficiency and value,
economic studies have shown
that the UPR, with double the
graduation rate, and producing
95 percent of the island’s
research output, represents the
best return on investment for
public funds.

Universities across the US, a
country traditionally known for
its excellence in higher educa-

tion,” are, experiencing ‘problems .., ﬂﬁeﬁﬂhfﬁ'wﬁg.rﬁff,ﬂ' ;
wipa !

_:..:-:DFBf-PFl? ¥t

th'ut ‘rt:-: st.ateza ;m: comcérhed ',

...... 1--.--&1.-.-__-._-.,-
s

with. Two related ones are
access issues faced by minorities
and low-income students- and
the production of Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Math,
or STEM, degrees. Acress prob-
lems are in great part due pre-
cisely to increasing tuition costs -
in four-year colleges and univer-
sities. STEM degrees hover
around 20 percent of US.
degrees, at a time when the
country desperately needs to
increase the domestic STEM
workforce. Mainland universities

fying for need-based Pell Grants.
ﬁnumber::-feﬁnrtsmth:U.S.,

e
The is fond of the
“family” metaphor. He often

that needs to make hard choices
to face peri of economic cri-
sis, and wonders out loud about
why the UPR cannot seem to

l:reahlem“tt its belt” like

public university in times of fis-
cal crisis would be akin to tak-
!IIIE' E.'lil'l"E}F d'IiI-dIEI:IS Ed.lll:ﬂtl.l:ﬂ]ﬂl
opportunities, Few families

would with this choice.
The itution of Puerto
Rico (section 5, art.2) provides
for a education sys-
tem, coverin -gradn: through
12th was in 1952,

Mlmahighsdmu]d:[plmm
bro :nduertam' arnuu::f?:nf
prestige a number of j
opportunities. It could be
argued that what a high school.
meant in the H}s,tht

At pabic highes i

cation cannot be seen as a cost
or expense, but as vale. It is
one of those things where Puer-
to Rico “lo hace
mefor,” or “does it better” Tt is
one of the best investments we
have made as a collectivity, as a
society. Let us protect it

The author is an associate

grajémr at the University of

uerto Ricos Mayagiiez campus.
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