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INTHE UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA
CHARLESTON DIVISION

Robert Charles )

Plaintiff, ; C.A. No.: 2:16ev-3803PMD
FJW Trucking, LLC and ))
ACW Logistics, LLC, )

Defendars. ;

This matteris before theCourt onDefendantd&=JW Trucking, LLC and ACW Logistics,
LLC’s motion to transfer venue (ECF No. 11). FJW and ACW argue#sis should proceed in
this Court’s Columbia Division. Plaintiff Robert Charles maintaivescase should either remain
in the Charleston Divisioar be transferred to the Beaufort Division.

“Any case may be transferred for case management or trialdnendivision to another
division on motion of any party for good cause showsuarsponte by the Court.” Local Civ.
Rule 3.01(C) (D.S.C.). The criteria for good cause are found in 28 U.S.C. § 1404(a), which
provides that “[flor the convenience of padiand witnesses, in the interest of justice, a district
court may transfer any civil action to any other district or division where it ninghe been
brought or to any district or division to which all parties have consentgst’State Farm Fire
& Cas. Co. v. Blanton, No. 4:13cv-2508RBH, 2014 WL 7146980, at *2 (D.S.C. Dec. 15, 2014)
(using 8 1404(a) to decide motion to transfer under Local Rule 3.0 v. Nw. Mut. Life

Ins. Co., No. 2:13ev-407-PMD, 2013 WL 1401608, at *1 (D.S.C. Apr. 8, 20(sz)me)
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Charles could have brought this case in either of the two proposed transferiemglivis
The trucking collision giving rise to the case occurred in Sumter County, which is part of the
Columbia Division, and FJW performs trucking operationgfitsfacilities in Beaufort County,
which—to state the obvioudsis within the Beaufort Division.See Local Civ. Rule 3.01(A)(1)
(D.S.C.). Thus, this Court must decide which division is the better home for the case.

After consideringthe record in ligh of the nine factors listed iBlanton, 2014 WL
7146980 at *2, the Court finds the Columbia Division to be the better fit. Columbia is
presumablythe more convenient optidor Charles, who lives in Raeford, North Carolingy
insisting upon a transfer to Columbia, FJW and A@pparentlybelieve the Columbia Division
is more convenient for them as well. In addition, a juegding to view the collision sitsuld
travel theremore quickly from the Columbia courthouse than from the Charleston courthouse.
Finally, the Court finds that the Charleston Division and Beaufort Divisions have no
demamstrated substantial connectitm this case and therefore Charles’ preference for those
divisions carries no weightSee id. at *2.

It is thereforeORDERED that FJW and ACW'’s motion i$&SRANTED. This case is

hereby transferred to the Columbia Division for case management and trial.

@%

PATRICK MICHAEL DUFrY
United States District Judge

March 6, 2017
Charleston, South Carolina

1 The federal courthouse in Beaufort is clgssd a trial of a Beaufort Divisio case would take place in
Charleston.



