
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

DISTRICT OF SOUTH DAKOTA

WESTERN DIVISION

MELAINE WILSON,
Plaintiff 5:22-cv-5095

vs. MEMORANDUM

OPINION AND

ORDER

OGLALA SIOUX TRIBE

ELECTION COMMISSION,
Defendant

Pending before the Court is Plaintiffs lawsuit against the Oglala Sioux Tribe

Election Commission, alleging that the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council permitted the

Commission to break certain rules governing elections. (Doc. 1, PgID 1). Plaintiff

also has moved for in forma pauperis status, (Doc. 2), and the appointment of

counsel. (Doc. 3).

I. Motion for Leave to Proceed In forma Pauperis

28 U.S.C. §1915(a)(l) directs the court to authorize the commencement of a

civil action without prepayment of fees upon proof of plaintiffs inability to pay. A

person may be permitted to proceed in forma pauperis if he or she "submits an

affidavit that includes a statement of all assets" the person possesses, and also

states "that the person is imable to pay such fees or give security therefore." Id.
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