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CAROL ANN and LAURA STUTTE, )
KIMBERLY HOLLOWAY, )
) FEB 02 2011
P lﬁnﬁﬁ, ) T *
) ot
v 3 No. | lp:?“' HASTER oy
JANICE MILLSAPS. ;
)
Defendant. )
COMPLAINT

Plaintiffs, Carol Ann and Laura Stutte (hereinafier the “Stuttes™), by and through the
undersigned counsel, bring this Complaint against the Defendant, Janioe Millssps (hereinafter
“Ms. Millsaps™), for trespass, conversion, malicious harassment in violation of T.C.A. 4-21-701,
and intentional infliction of emotional distress, and in support of these claims, state as follows:

L Parties

L Plaintiffs, Carol Ann and Laura Stutte, are domestic partners who formerly resided
at 2715 Highway 360 in Vonore, Tennessee. The Stuttes now reside in Knox County,
Tennessee, Their street address is not herein disclosed due to multiple death threats they have
received from the Defendant, but they may be reached through the undersigned counsel.

2, Plaintiff, Kimberly Holloway, is the adult daughter of Carol Ann and Laura Stutte.
She resided with the Stuttes during all times material to this Complaint, and lives with them now.

3. Defendant, Janioe Millsaps, is a single person residing at 2713 Highway 360,
Vonore, TN 37885. She is the former next-door neiphbor of the Stuttes, and the subject of
multiple police reports due t her harassment of the Stuttes. Ms. Millsaps is the daughter of Jolm
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Millsaps, deceesed, whose estats conveyed ownership of the home that is the subject of this
litigation to the Stuttes. Her double-wide mobile hom is located about 20 fect from the gate
leading to the Stuttes® property, and approximeately 120 feet from the Stuttes® front door.

. Jurisdiction and Venue

4. Jurisdiction is proper in this Court pursuant to T.C.A. 16-11-101(a), which states
that the chancery courts shall have jurisdiction concurrently with the cireuit courts of all ejvil
causes of action, and pursuant to T.C.A. 16-11-103, which grants the chanoery court exclusive
original jurisdiction of all cases of sn equitable nature where the demand exceeds fifty dollars
($50.00).

3. Venus is proper in this Court pursuant to T.C.A. 20-4-101(a) in that the
Defendant may be found in Moaroc County, Tennsssee, and the cause of action arises out of &
ﬁreﬂieDMm:tsettothePlninﬁﬂ’shnme,wlﬁohisIocawdinMomoeCounly,Tetmessee.

IIL.  General Allepations

6. On or about June 10, 2005, the Stuttes purchased their home located at 2715
Highway 360, Vonore, Teonessee, 37885, from the executor of the John Millsaps estate, paying
the sum of $149,000.

7. Over the next five (5) years, the Stuttes resided at the home and juvested
considerable sums of money in its improvement, such that at the time of the fire, the property
was insured for $206,000. The Stuttes also insured their personal property, most of which was
Jocated in the home, for $154,000. The Stuttes intended the home to be where they retired, and
sentimentally named the property “The Promised Land.”

8. During the time the Stuttes resided at The Promised Land, the Stuttes were
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routinely harassed and threatened by their neighbor, Defendant Janice Millsaps. Examples of the

hurassment inciude, but are not Iimited to:

9.

On several occasions, Ms. Millsaps threatened to poison the Stuttes” dogs. She
then fured the Stuttes' dogs to her yard with meat scraps. The dogs would
subsequenﬂyfallﬂLmdoncofﬁmSﬂm’dogsmbsequnndydied.awly
from being poisoned.

Ms. Millsaps on several occasions came onto the Stuttes® property withont
permission, entering thelr home when they weren't home, and peering in their
windows as the Stuttes watched TV at night. Ms. Millsaps would routinely
commen that the Stuttes “conldn’t fool” her by leaving their lights end television
on when they left; that she always knew when they wore home and when they
were gone, and when they were sleeping and when they were awake.

Ms. Millsaps routinely approached the Stuttes in a surreptitions manner while they
wete gardening or fishing from their dock. When she was close, she would
remmark that she could have kilted them “right then,” and the Stuttes would not
have had a chance to defend themselves,

Ms. Millsaps has repeatedly threatened the lives of the Stuttes, making statements

such a5, “there’s bodies in these hills that no one will ever find.” She routinely referred to

“friends” that she allegedly has an the police force who would ensure that she was never canght

if she killed the Stuttes, saying thet the community “takes care of things the old fashioned way,

the Millsaps way.”

10.

Ms. Millsaps specifically and repeatedly threatened to burn the Stuttes’ house.

Case 3:11-cv-00219 Document 8-2 Filed 06/06/11 Page 4 of 11 PagelD #: 62



11.  The Stuttes first atternpted to ignore or simply to make light of her comments, not
wanting to encourage her by responding with fear or anger. When the threats continued, the
Stuttes raade contact with her family and pastor. Ms. Milisaps brother, who had sold them the
house, responded, “There’s nothing we can do with her.” Other members of Ms. Millsaps®
tamily responded similarly. ‘The pastor made light of the sitostion, saying, “Oh, that's just
Janice.”

12, On or about June 21, 2010, Ms. Millsaps accepted a UPS delivery to the Stuttes
daughter. The package contained the deughter’s insulin pump that cost $6,803.00. The pump is
used to treat their daughters disbetes,

13, Ms. Milisaps admitted to the Stutfes and to UPS representatives that she had
received the pump, but stated, “you'll never get it back” and refused to retum it. On June 22,
2010, at UPS8’s request, the Stuttes filed & police report, but Ms. Millsaps has still refused to
return the pump.

14. Ms. Holloway now suffers severe dips in her blood sugar levels, because she
cannot access the insulin pump., Ms, Hollowsy's insurance will not replace the pump, and
neither Ms. Holloway nor the Stuttes have sufficient funds to pay for & new pump out-of-pocket.
The Stuttes snd Ms. Holloway fear that Ms. Holloway will go into an insulin-induced come if
this situation is not rectified soon.

15.  On August 4, 2010, one month before the fire, Ms. Millsaps approached the
Stuttes as they stopped to close their front gate, located a few steps from Ms. Millsaps® front
porch, Ms. Millsaps poked at the Stuttes and asked them, “Do you know what is better thag one
dead quoer? Two dead quocrs.” She specifically threatened to bum their house down, before
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Inughing and retusning to her house, The Stuttes departed immediatefy,

16.  During that week, because they were tired of Ms. Millsaps’ repeaied harassment,
upset by her theft of the insulin pump and the killing of their dogs, and fearful for their pwn
safety, the Stuttes decided to sell their home,

17. The Stuttes listed their home with ERA Nornan Loc Real Estate for the sale
price of $274,900. The house wes shown, with favorable reviews, during the next two weeks to
four potential buyers.

18. On September 4, 2010, &t approximately 3:00 o”clock in the afternoon, the
Stuttes, Ms, Holloway, and their neighbor, left on e long-scheduled vacation to celebrate the
Luabor Day weekend in Nashville, Tennessee,

15. At approximately 8:00 that night, the Stuttes received a call fiom the Monroe
County Sheriff*s Department, wherein they were informed that their house was on fire and was a

total Joss,
20. Carol Ann Stutte drove home from Nashville to see if the dogs had been killed,

and witnessed the last wall of her home fall into the remaining embers of the fire. The dogs were

unharmed.
21, The next morning, Carol Ann Stutte saw the word “Queers™ painted in black spray

paint on the side of their detached garage.
22, On September 7, 2010, the Stottes discovered that the Jug nuts on the trailer to

their boat had been locsened and the trailer vandalized.
23,  During this same time frame, the Stuties discovered nails in front of their gate
and around their vehicles, They duly filed a police report.
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24, A few days after the fire, Ms. Millsaps taunted the Stuties as they vigited the site
of thefr home, pointing a1 the Stuttes and at the remains of their home, and laughing. Her intent
and demesnor appeared maticious,

25. These incidents have caused the Stuttes tremendous emotional distress. Their
privacy is gone. Their home is gone, They suffer from periods of nausea, insomuia, nightmares
and depression. Carol Ann in particuler, is prone to periods of crying for no immediate reason.
They live in fear of the memory of Ms, Millsaps® threats to kill them, made more believable since
ghe had threatened to burn their house down less than a month before it burned to the ground.
The Plaintiffs describe their lives as feeling “like 2ombies.”

Count 1; Trespass and Conversion

26, By her actions ss deseribed in Paragraphs 4-25 of this Complaint, Ms, Millsaps
is liable to the Stuites for trespasy and conversion, in that Ms. Milisaps intentionally took and
refused to return the Plaintiffs* insulin pump, kitled their dogs, repeatedly entered Plaintiffs’ land
without their permission, vandalized their boat and garage, and sot fire to their home, causing
massive damage to their property and depriving them of the use thereof,

27, As aresult of her actions, the Stuttes are entitled to compensatory and punitive
damages, sttorneys” fees, court and discretionary costs, together with pro- and post-judgment
interest, in an amonnt not less than the loss of value of their propexty, to wit: $292,688.82,

Count 2: Intentions! Infliction of Emotional Distress

28, By her actions as described in Paregraphs 4-25 of this Complaint, Ms. Milisaps is
liable 1o the Stuttes for intentional infliction of emotional distress. Ms, Millsaps has intentionally
and/or maliciously harassed and threatened the Stuttes, entered their home without permisgion,

6
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stolen Ms. Holloway's insulin pump, killed their dogs, vandalized their property, called them
“queers,” and burned their house down. Such acts constitute intentional infliction of emotionat
distress in thet they are intentional and/or reckless, 50 outrageous as 1o not be tolerated by
civilized society, and have resulted in serious mentel injury to the plaintiffs.

29, As a resuit of her actions, the Stuttes are entitled to compensatory and punitive
damages, atforneys’ fiees, court and discretionary costs, together with pre- and post-judgment
interost, in an amotmt not less than the loss of value of their property and an appropriate sum o
compensate them for their pain and suffering, in an amount not less than $880,000.00.

Count 3: Malicious Harassment

30. By her actions as described in Paragraphs 4-25 of this Complaint, Ms, Millsaps is
liable to the Stuttes for malicious harassment, in violation of T.C.A. 4-21-701, in that she has, on
the basis of the Stuttes familial status as domestic partners, unlewfully deprived the Stuttes of
their constitutional right to the use and enjoyment of their reel and personal property, by
intimiciation apd/or by damaging, destroying, and defacing their real and personal property, and
by depriving them of their right of privacy as protected by the Tennessee Constitution,

31. As 2 result of ber actions, the Stuttes are entitled to compensatory and pomitive
damages, attomeys’ fees, court and discretionazy costs, together with pre- and post-judgment
intersst, in an amount not Jess than the Joss of value of their property and an appropriate sum to
compensate them for their pain and suffering, in an amount not less than $880,000.00.
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Request for Relief

32, Wherefore, premises considered, Plaintif¥s request the following relief:

A, For process to issue and for this Complaint to be served upon the Defendant, ber
answer being required within thirty (30) days as required by the Tennessee Rules
of Civil Procedure,

B.  Forajury to be empancled to iry this action.

C.  That upon trial, for an award of not less than $880,000, together with pre- and
post-judgment interest, attorney fees, conrt and discretionary costs.

D.  Fora temporary and permaneat injonction directing Ms. Millsaps te stay
lwayfrdm the Stuttes and from their real and personal property and to not
conttct or commusicute with the Stuttes or their daugtier, and to
immediztely return Ms. Holloway’s insulin pminp.

E.  Forsuch other, further and general relief as this Court deems appropriate.

Respectfully submitted ﬂusi day of February, 2011.
Held
Attomey forsPlaintiff
BOPR #018033
HELD AW FIRM
1522 Highiand Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37916
(865} 637-6550
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We, the indersigned, having been duly swon according to the law, state that I have read
the foregoing COMPLAINT, that the allegations contsined therein are true and comrect to the best
ofmthwhdga.hﬁonnmlonmdbeﬁeﬁmdﬁmmismhhuishwghtformhmpu
purpose, but in truth and sincerity for the purposes described therein.

2011,

Laura Stutte
Affiant

Sworm 1o and subscribed before me this ,'1T£dayof 2011,
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COST BOND

L meund:migneidoherebyngreewbemponaibleﬁnmmuuofmunmmthamay
be awarded against me in the case of failure in the prosecution of this action, in sccordance with

T.C.A. 20-12-120.
Cerol , Princi Laura Stutte, Principal
Kimberly Hol}
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CAROL ANN and LAURA STUTTE,

)
KIMBERLY HOLLOWAY, )
i )
V8. ) No. 16,967
) JURY DEMAND
JANICE MILLSAPS )
Defondant )

ANSWER

Comes the Defendant, JANICE MILLSAPS, by and through her attorney, J. Lewis

Kirnard, and for snswer to the Complaint filed against her says a5 follows:

1. Defendent has no knowledge as to the current status of the Plaintiffs Stuttes® social
siatus and location.

2. Defendant has no knowledge as to the status of Plaintiff Kimberly Holloway.

3. Defendant admits she is single and resides at 2713 Highway 360, Vonore, TN, and
was the next-door neighbor of the Stuttes. She denles eny harassment of the Stuttes,
and admits that she is the danghter of the Johm Millsaps, daceased.

4. Defendant admits the allegations of paragraph 4.

5. Defendant admits this Court venus is proper in this Court, but denies thet she set fire
to the Plaintiffs house.

6. Defendant admits the allegations of paregraph 6.

7. Dd'andmhasmkmwhdgeuwimumemweofﬁmmninﬁﬂ‘s'mw.

8. Defendant denies that she harassed or threatened the Stuttes,



From:

03/. 1011 11:22 #320 P.002/005

a. Defendant denies that she threatened to poison any of the Stattes” dogs
or that she has poisoned any of them.
b. Defendant denies that she has come onto the Plaintiff’s property and
entered their bome or peered in their windows, or made any camment
about knowing their whereabonts or condition.
¢ Defendat denies all the allegations of paragraph 8c.
9, Defendant denies that she has threatened the lives of the Stuties and specifically
deniesalltheaﬂngaﬁomsofpmgmph?.
10. Defendant denics the allegation of paragraph 10,
11. Defendant denics all the allegations of paragmph 11 and demands strict proof.
12. Defendant admits thet UPS left & package with her, and that she left the package on
the Plaintiffs’ gate.
13. Defiendant admits that she received the package, but denies the remaining allegations
of paragraph 13.
14. Defendant has no knowledge or information as to allegations of paragraph 14.
15. Defiendant denies the allegations of paragraph 15.
16. Defendant denies the allegations of paragraph 16 as relate to Defendant.
17. Defendant has no knowledge of the arrangements for sale of the Stuttes® house by
Normman B. Lec Real Estate,
18. Defendant has no knowledge of the ellegations of paragraph 18.
19. Defendamt bas no knowledge of a call from the Sheriff’s Department, but admits the
Stuttes® house was & total loss from fire,
20. Defendant has no knowledge of the allegations of paragraph 20,
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2]. Defendant admits that she has seen the word “Queers" painted on the side of Stuttes”
detached garage.

22. Defendant bas no knowledge of the allegations of paragraph 22,

23, Defendant admits finding nails in the partics® common driveway, bat has no
information ss to how or why they were placed there.

24. Defendant denies the allegations of paragraph 24,

25, Defendant hes no direct khowledge of the allegations of peragraph 25, but denies
any allegations of threats by the Defendant.

26, Defendant denies the allegations of paragreph 26.

27. Defendant denies the alicgations of paragraph 27.

28, Defendant denies the allegations of paragraph 28.

29. Defendant denies the allegations of paragraph 29,

30. Deiendant denies the allegntions of paragraph 30,

31. Defiendant denies the allogations of paragraph 31.

32. Defendant specifically denies any end all allegations made against her by the
Plaintiffs and prays that this cese be dismissed with costs to the Plaintiffs, and
demsands a jury to try this cause.

33. Defendant belioves thet the parties may have become uncomfortable in their living
arrangements end were looking for an easy way to depart the area, after the house did
not sell, and in accordance with their atlorney's statement in the Febtuary 6, 2011,
Advocate & Democrat, where she stated the following:

Koo S Koo i Ly B

National Property and Casualty Company has failed to relmburse use fox our
Living expenses while the claim is pending, 50 we’ve had to pay for a rental
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house at the same time we ate paying for our mortgage and insuranoe on our
destroyed houss, It's abont to break ve.”

34. Plaintiffe have apparently sought to try this case in the public medis, having reported
and obteined front page coverage of their libelous and slanderous allcgations in the
Advocate & Democrat and the Knoxville News-Sentinel, copies of which articles will
be presented to the Court at the trial. Plaintiffs have sought television coverage as
well as provided postings on the internet. Defendant believes that these efforts are
being used by fhe Plaintiffs to put pressure on their insurznce company to respond to
their insuramos claim. Defendant hay determined that she will aweit filing a counter-
claim for damages for libel and stander vatil farther developments in the case.

45, Defendant, therefore, demands a jury %o try this case and prays that the case be

dismissed with costs to Plaintiffs.
mmerMd ok o,
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Im%
kA LBWIS KINNARD, BPR 4597

311 Tellion Stteet.N

Madisonville, TN 37354
(423) 442-2406
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v

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
Ihemdasisnedhuebywrﬁﬁesﬂm;mmdexmtmpyofﬂﬁsplmdingmm
furnished to:

Margaret Beebo Held
Attomey At Law
Held Law Firm

1522 Highland Aveme
Knoxville, TN 37916

byplwhgawpyofminthcﬂ.s.mﬁhﬁmmmmmsewwm&wmm
ﬁsdesﬁnﬂimw;lnnd—ddhuingmofmiu

This the of MM , 2011,

7. LEWIS KINNARD, Atiracy




