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INTHE UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT FOR THE
EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE
AT KNOXVILLE

AMERICAN NATIONAL PROPERTY
AND CASUALTY COMPANY,

Plaintiff, Counter-Defendant,

CIVIL ACTION
NO. 3:11-CV-219

V.

CAROL ANN STUTTE; LAURA JEAN
STUTTE,

Defendants, Counter-Plaintiffs,
and
CHASE HOME FINANCE, LLC,

Defendant.
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AFFIDAVIT OF LORA LEE BLACK

1. My name is Lord_ee Black. | am above the age of eighteen (18) and am
competent to make this Affidavit. | will testify as to these facts in a court of leall&d to do
So.

2. | am a resident of Vonore, Tennessee, and am a neighbor and friend of Carol Ann
and Laura Stutte, the defendants in this litigation. On the afternoon of September 4, 2010, |
travela with the Stuttes from Vonore to Nashville, Tennesk®eg short vacation, along with
the Stuttes’ adult daughter, Kimberly Holloway. The four of us arrived in Nashvilkesiearly
evening, when we checked irdgar hotel, the Holiday InExpress After checking in, we drove
and parked in downtown Nashville and proceeded to the Wildhorse Saloon, a popular restaurant

and club in that city. Around 8:11 p.m. Central time, | received a call from my e@augdade,



informing me that the Stuttes’ house was on fire. The four of us stayed at the \\I8latwen,
crying andattempting taconsoé the Stutte familybefore returning to our hotel roor@arol
Ann Stutte left shortly after we returned to the hotel, to travel back to the Shaites in
Vonore and check on the safety of the Stuttes’ dogs. Laura, Kimberly aydd stzernight in
our hotel roomn Nashville rented a car in the afternoon of September 5, 2010e&nd
Nashville inthe late afternoon of that day to return to Vonore.

3. After the fire, Ilearned- to my shock and surprisehat the Stuttes were being
investigated by ANPAC for their potential involvement of the fire. | wanteddistabe Stuttes
in showing ANPAC the truth that the Stuttesould not have hadrole in the fire beause they
were with man Nashville at the time of the fire. Toward that end, | gathered materials
documenting our trip to Nashville. | assembled in a blue folder: (1) receipts fradasheille
trip, (2) my cell phone records covering the period of the trip, (3) my home phone records
covering the period of the trip, and (4) my bank statement showing the charge to mydebit ¢
for the food and drinks at the Wildhorse Saloon.

4, | also had downloaded to my home computer pictures takidre Nashville trip
with my digital camera. | or other members in our group took approximately 45 pictures
covering the perioffom whenwe were packing up the car to leave frthra Stuttes’ house in
Vonore to Nashville on September 4, 20tt0Onear the time | receiveddltallfrom my daughter,
Jadethat the Stuttes’ house was on fire.

5. ANPAC's private investigator, whose name | believe is Gary Noland, dratve
my haneone day unannounced. | invited himas, | waseager to assist the Stuttes and
ANPAC in its investigtion. My interview with Mr. Noland lasted roughly 45 minutes, though

during some of that time, Mr. Noland was interviewing my daughter, Jade, and heeruyfri



who were both in Vonore and had seen the Stuttes’ house engulfed in fliadeshd also sen
us pack up the car to leave for Nashville, and took several pictures of me, Carol Anraricaura
Kimberly in front of the back of th8tuttes’Honda Elemenpacked high with all of our luggage.

6. It became apparent to me during Mr. Noland’s visit that he had no little or no
interest in any informatiothat would establish that the Stuttes had nothing to do with the fire.
Three things in particular struck mbout Mr. Noland’s questioning of me.

7. Eirst, | offered Mr. Nolandnultiple opportunities to review the documents | had
collected in my blue folder that | described above, such as my cell phone reconus e time
of the fire. Mr. Noland showedhkrely anyinterest in thse documents, baeultimately paged
through the documents in the blue foldardnly a minuteor sa That surely was not enough
time to review the materials | had collected. My cell phone records, for examvgrke several
pages long andontainedhe call records for four separate phones under my family’s cell phone
plan. | offered to make Mr. Noland copies of any documents in the blue faedeantedas |
had a combination printer/copier in my home office. Mr. Noldedinedand left without
taking copies of any of the documents | had collected. This surprised me, and | cannot
understand why Mr. Noland refusedaocept my offer to make higopies of documents that
were pertinent to his investigati@amd which he could not have possibly seen before.

8. SecondMr. Noland had little or no interest in hearing me recount thelslefa
my trip with the Stuttes to Nashvilt provide him with positive information about the Stuttes.
Instead, he was sharply focused on getting “dirt” on the Stuttes, and gettiegectipm to gossip
and rumors about the Stuttestblel me thate had heard during the course of his investigation.
For example, Mr. Noland wanted to know about gossip that the Stuttes had moved a large

amount of furniture out of their house before the fire. | told Mr. Noland that wastfase;



Stuttes had only moved ba fewbookcaes in their attempt to “deutter” and “depersonalize”

their house to make it more attractive to potential home buywhat realtors refer to as

“staging” a house for saldn fact, | told Mr. Noland that | was inside the Stuttes’ house on
September 4 before we left for Nashvilldy daughter Jade, also saw the inside of the Stuttes’
house the afternoon of September 4. The Stuttes were proud of the work they had done on their
house and how they had gotten it ready to be put on tHeetmand gave me and my daughter a

tour of the house. My daughter anldoth explained to Mr. Noland thate noticed ndurniture

missing except for the bookcases.

9. Mr. Noland also questionady daughter and mabout the Stuttes removing
appliances from their home before the fildy daughter and éxplained to him thate saw the
appliances whewe took the tour of the Stuttes house on the dayuofrip to Nashville. We
explained that we certainly would have noticed missing appliances when we twif&dttes’
home. 1 also explained to him that if you go to the burn site, you can lookarateen the
ground and see the burnt appliances.

10. It became apparent to me as the interview progressed that it was Mr. Noland’s
theory that the Stuttes contted arson and that he believed | was not being truthful to him. He
seemed to have his mind made up and notimpglaughter or tould say or providappeared to
change his view Other than the mere fact that | was friends with the Stuttes, | do reteel
Mr. Noland should have had any reason to doubt what | and my daughételNing him.

11. Finally, as | mentioned above, | or members of our group took approximately 45
pictures of our Nashville tripn my digital cameraThese pictures were downloadedoomy

computer in my home office, and | offered Mr. Noland the opportunity to review them.dl note
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