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35 

tronic transactions for purchase or rental of products or 
services from the first web server or the second web 
server; 

issuing a subset of the plurality of tokens of the first type 
to a user; 

maintaining a first database in the mall service provider 
server, the first database including account infonnation 
for the first web server; and 

for electronic transactions conducted at the second web 
server of the second vendor using electronic tokens of 10 

the first type to purchase products or services, trans
ferring compensation from the first web server to the 
second web server of the second vendor in an amount 
equal to the value of the electronic tokens of the second 
type. 15 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising maintaining 
a second database in the mall service provider comprising 
records of electronic transactions involving use of the elec
tronic tokens of the second type. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the first database further 20 

includes account information for the user. 
4. The method of claim 1 wherein the subset of the 

plurality of tokens allotted to the user is based upon purchase 
of electronic tokens at a predetermined rate of exchange. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the subset of the 
plurality of tokens allotted to the user is provided as an 
incentive to reward customer loyalty. 

25 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein issuing the plurality of 
electronic tokens of the first type from the mall service 30 

provider server to the first web server further comprises 
issuing manufacturer's tokens adapted for use at only pre
determined ones of a plurality of other web servers. 

7. The method of claim 6 further comprising maintaining 
a second database in the mall service provider server that 35 

includes a listing of products and services that the manu
facturer's tokens may be used to purchase or rent. 

36 
prises maintmrung a record indicating how many of the 
plurality of electronic tokens of the first type are available 
for use. 

15. The method of claim 1 further comprising recording 
a royalty transaction. 

16. A server operated by a mall service provider com
prising: 

a network interface through which the server communi
cates a first web server of a first vendor and a second 
web server of a second vendor, wherein the first web 
server accepts electronic tokens of a first type and the 
second web server accepts electronic tokens of a sec
ond type; 

a database; 
a memory; 
a processor that executes software stored in the memory, 

the software including one or more progranlilled rou
tines, the programmed routines comprising: 

a routine for issuing a plurality of electronic tokens of a 
first type from the mall service provider server to the 
first web server, the electronic tokens adapted for use in 
electronic transactions for purchase or rental of prod
ucts or services from the first web server or the second 
web server; 

a routine for issuing a subset of the plurality of tokens of 
the first type to a user; 

a first database routine for updating records relating to the 
electronic tokens issued to the first web server; and 

a routine for transferring compensation from the first web 
server to the second web server of the second vendor in 
an mnount equal to the value of the electronic tokens of 
the second type, for electronic transactions conducted 
at the second web server of the second vendor. 

17. The server of claim 16 further comprising a second 
database routine for updating records of electronic transac
tions involving use of the electronic tokens at a plurality of 
other web servers. 

8. The method of claim 6 further comprising reimbursing 
one of the plurality of other web servers for electronic tokens 
received during an electronic transaction. 

18. The server of claim 16 wherein the user is registered 
40 and having an account with the first web server. 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein issuing the plurality of 
electronic tokens of the first type from the mall service 
provider server further comprises issuing gift certificate 
tokens to the first web server. 

10. The method of claim 1 wherein issuing the plurality of 
electronic tokens of the first type from the mall service 
provider server further comprises issuing a plurality of 
electronic tokens adapted for use in electronic transactions 
involving competitive bidding for products or services. 

11. The method of claim 1 further comprising maintaining 
a second database in the mall service provider server that 
includes a listing of which ones of a plurality of other web 
servers accept electronic tokens issued to the first web 
server. 

12. The method of claim 1 wherein the first web server 
further pennits purchase or rental of products or services 
from the first web server using the electronic tokens of the 
first type. 

13. The method of claim 1 wherein issuing a plurality of 
electronic tokens of the first type from the mall service 
provider server further comprises issuing a first group of the 
electronic tokens to a vendor server that oversees electronic 
transactions using the first group of the electronic tokens 
through point of sale tenninals. 

14. The method of claim 1 wherein maintaining the first 
database in the mall service provider server further com-

19. The server of claim 18 wherein the first database 
routine further comprises updating account information for 
the user. 

20. The server of claim 16 wherein the subset of the 
45 plurality of tokens of the first type is based upon purchase of 

electronic tokens at a predetennined exchange rate. 

50 

55 

21. The server of claim 16 wherein the subset of the 
plurality of tokens of the first type is provided as an 
incentive to reward customer loyalty. 

22. The server of claim 16 wherein the routine for issuing 
the plurality of electronic tokens of the first type further 
comprises issuing manufacturer's tokens adapted for use at 
only to purchase or rent the manufacturer's products and 
servIces. 

23. The server of claim 16 wherein the programmed 
routines further comprise a second database routine that 
updates a listing of the products and services that the 
manufacturer's tokens may be used to purchase or rent. 

24. The server of claim 16 wherein the programmed 
60 routines further comprise a routine that records a reimburse

ment to one of the first web server and the second web server 
for electronic tokens received during an electronic transac
tion. 

25. The server of claim 16 wherein the routine for issuing 
65 the plurality of electronic tokens of the first type further 

comprises issuing gift certificate tokens to the first web 
server. 
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