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actively for a candidate or political party.
e+lecetive (i-18k/tiv) adi. 1. Filled or ob-
tained by election, 2. Having the power to
elect. 3. Optional. —i. An optional aca-
demic course or subject.

ectector (I-18k’tar) n. 1. A quuiified voter.
&. A member of the Electoral College, —e-
lector=al adi.

Electoral College n. A body of electors cho-
sen to elect the President and Vice Presi-
dent of the United Stules.

e*lec-tor-ate (I-IEkrtar-1t) 1. A body of
aqualified voters,

E-lec+tra (i-lekfira) n. Gk. Myth. Daughter
of Agamemnon who with her brother Or-
estes avenged their father’s murder by kill-
ing their mother Clytemnestra.

erlec+tric (7-18kftrik) adi. 1. Of or operated
by electricity, 2. Emotionally exciting:
thrilling. —e-lec’tri-cal*ly udv.

electric chair n. 1. A chair used in the elec-
trocution of & prisoner sentenced to death.,
2. The sentence of death by electrocution.

electric eel n. An eellike freshwater fish of
South America that produces a powerful
electric discharge.

electric eye n. See photoelectric cell.

electric quitar #. A guitar that transmits
tones to an amphifier by means of an elec-
fronic pickup.

e+lec~triecian (i-lek-trishfan. é’1ek-} . One
whose occupation is the installation. main-
tenance. repair. or operation of electric
equipment and circuitry.

e+lecetricti~ty (i-lek-trisfi-td. &'lék-r n. 1.
The physical phenomena arising from the
attraction of particles with opposite charges
and the repulsion of particies with the same
charge. 2. Electric current used or regarded
as a source of power. 3. Intense emotional
excitement.

erlectrisfy (i-lek/tra-fi’) v. fied, fy-ing.

1. To produce electric charge on or in, 2. To

wire of equip for the use of electric power.
3. To thrill, startle greatly. or shock., —e-
lec'tri=fi-ca’tion .

electro— or electr— pref. 1. Electric: elec-
tricity: efectrochemistry, 2. Electron: elec-
trode. << Gk, élekiron. amber.}
eslec+troecar-di*o+gram (i-lék'1ro-kir’ dé-
a-gram’) n. The curve traced by an electro-
cardiograph.

e*lec*troecar*diro-graph (i-lek’tro-kir!-
de-a-grif’} 7. An instrument that measures
electrical potentials associated with heart
muscle activity, —e-lec’tro*car’'di*o-
graph’ic «dj. —e=*lec’tro-car’di=og/ra-phy
-kar'de-ogfra-fe) .
e<lec-tro-chem-«is*try (i-lek’tro-kém/i-
stré) n. The science of the interaction of
electric and chemical phenemena, —eslec’-
tro*chemfi-cal«ly udv. —e+lec’tro-
chem/ist n.

erlec+tro+conevulesive therapy (i-lek'irs-
kKonr-viilfsiv) n. Administration of electric
current 1o the brain to induce unconscious-
ness and brief convulsions. used esp. 16
treat acute depression.

e+lecstro+cute (i-lek7ira-kycot’} v. -cut+ed,
-cut+ing. 1. To kill with electricity. 2. To
execute {(a prisoner) by electricity,
[LLECTRO— + (exzlcwrs.] —erlec’tro-cu’-
tion #.

e+lecetrode (i-lek7tréd’) n. A solid electric
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conductor through which an electric current
enters or leaves an electrolytic cell or other
medium.

e*lec~tro+dy+nam-ics (i-18k’tro-di-nimf-
iks) n. frakes sing. v.) The physics of the
relationship between electric current and
magnetic or mechanical phenomena, —e-*
lec’trordy = nam/’ic udj.

e+lec+trocen-cephea*lorgram (i-iek trd-.
én-séffa-la-gram’) #. A graphic record of
the electrical activity of the brain as record-
ed by an electroencephalograph.
e*lec+tro-en-ceph+ar+lo*graph (i-lék’tro-
én-s&f’ a-lo-graf’) n. An instrument that
measures electrical potentials on the scalp
and generates a record of the electrical ac-
livity of the brain. —e-lec’tro~en-ceph’as
lo-graph’ic adj. —e+iec’tro*en-ceph’as
log7ra~phy (-i6g’ra-f&) a.
e-lectroiro-gist (I-I&k-trol/ o-jist. &'lgk-)
s1. One who removes body hair by means of
an electric current.

e+lec-troley-sis (i-lek-trolri-sis. &°l&k-) n.
1. Chemical change. esp. decomposition.
produced in an electroiyte by an electric
current. 2. Destruction of living tissue. esp.
of hair roots. by an electric current.
e+lec-tro-lyte (i-lek’tra-I1t") n. 1. A chem-
ical compound that jonizes when dissolved
or molten to produce an electrically con-
ductive medium. 2. Physiol. Any of various
ions required by cells to regulate the eiec-
tric charge and flow of water molecules
across the cell membrane.
erlecstro+iyt-ic (i-1ek’tra-lit7iky adj. 1. Of
or relating to electrolysis. 2. Of electro-
Iytes. —eclec’tro-lytfi-cai~iy adv.
eslec+tro=-mag-net (i-Igk’tré-mag’nit) n. A
magnet consisting of a coil of insulated wire
wrapped around a soft iron core that is
magnetized only when current flows
through the wire.

electromagnetic spectrum ». The entire
range of radiation that includes. in order of
decreasing frequency, cosmic-rays, gamma
ravs, x-rays, ultraviolet radiation, visible
light. infrared radiation. microwaves, and
radio waves.

e+lec-trosmag-net-ism (i-lek’tro-mig’ ni-
tiz’am) n. 1. Magnetism produced by elec-
tric charge in motion. 2. The physics of
electricity and magnetism. —er+lec’tro-
mag-*net’ic udj.

e*lec tromo-tive (i-lek’tré6-moftiv) adj,
Of or producing electric current.
electromotive force n. The energy per unit
charge that is converted reversibly from
chemical. mechanical, or other forms of en-
ergy into electrical energy in a battery or
dynamo.

eslectron (i-ék/tron’) n. A stable elemen-
tary particte having a unit negative electric
charge and a rest mass of approx. 9.1 x [0
eram.

erlec-tron+ic (i-lek-tron’ik. &'lek-) adi. OF
or involving electrons or electronics. —e-»
lec’tron’iscal-ly adv. :
electronic mail n. Comp. Sci. Messages sent
and received electronically via telecommu-
nication links between users of different
computer systems or terminals.
e*lecetron-ics (i-1&k’'tron’iks, &718k-) #. 1.
(takes sing. v.) The science dealing with the
conirolled conduction of electrons, esp. in a
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electron microscope / elf

L vacuum, gas, of semiconductor. 2. (takes

pl. v.) Electronic devices and systems.

electron microscope #. A microscope that
uses electrons rather than visible light to
produce magnified images.

electron tube n. A sealed enclosure, either
highly evacuated or containing a controlled
quantity of gas, in which electrons can be
made sufficiently mobile t¢ act as the prin-
cipal carriers of curreat between at least
one pair of electrodes,

electron voit #. A unit of energy equal to the
energy acquired by an electron falling
through a potential difference of one volt.

e+lect tro+pho-re-sis (i-1¢k’tro-fo-ré’sis) n.
The migration of charged colloidal particles
or molecules through a solution under the
influence of an applied electric field.
e+lecetro-plate (i-lek’tra-plat’) v. -plat-ed,
-plat+ing. To coat or cover electrolytically
with a thin layer of metal.
e+lec*tro+shock (i-lek7tro-shok’) n. See
electroconvulsive therapy. —v. To adminis-
ter electroconvulsive therapy to.

evlec-tro+stat-ic (-l6k'we-siat/ik) ads. 1.
Of or relating to electric charges at rest. 2.
05 electrostatics. —eslec’tro-statfi-cai*ly
adv.

e+lec tro-stat-ics (i-l&k'trd-stat’iks) #.
(takes sing. v.} The physics of electrostatic
phenomena.

eslecetro-type (i-l&k’tra-tip’) n. A metal
plate used in letterpress, made by eleciro-
plating a mold of the page to be printed.
—e+lec'trostype’ v. —eslec/tro-typ'er n.
—e+lec’trostypfic (-tro-tip!ik) adj.
el+ee*mos*y*nar-y (&l'o-mos’a-nér'e, €l's-
2-) adi. Of or dependent on charity. See
Svns at benevolent. {< LLat. eleémosyna,
AEMS.]

el-e+gance (&l’i-gans) 7. 1. Refinement and
grace in movement, appearance, of man-
ners. 2. Tasteful opulence in form, decora-
tion, or presentation. 3. Scientific
exactness and precision.

Syns: elegance, grace, polish, urbaniry

Ant: inelegance n.

el*ergant (&l’i-gent) adj. Marked by re-
fined, tasteful beauty of manner, form, or
style. See Syns at delicate, [< Lat. éligere,
select.] —el’e-gant-ly adv.

el-e+giac (&]'a-ji’ak, i-18/j8-ak") adj. 1. Of
or relating to an elegy. 2. Expressing sor-
row: mournful, —el’ *e~gifac n. —el’e*
gi'a+cal adi. —el’e*gi’a~cal+ly adv.

el~e-gy (&l/2-i¢) n., pl. -gies. A mournful
poem or song, esp. one lamenting a dead
person. [< Gk. elegos, song.] —elfesgist
n. —elle+gize’ v,

gi*g*ment (&i’a-mont) n. 1. A substance
composed of atoms having an identical
number of protons in each nucleus and not
reducible to a simpler substance. See table
pp. 276-77. 2. A fundamental part of a
whole. 3. Math. a. A member of a set. b. A
point, line, or plane. ¢. A part of a geomet-
ric configuration, as an angle in a triangle.
4. elernents. The forces that constitute the
weather, esp. inclement weather. 5. An en-
vironment naturally suited to or associated
with an individual. [< Lat, elementum, fup-
damental constituent.]

Syns: element, component, constituent,

factor, ingredient n.
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el+ e~ men-tal (&' o-meén’th) adj. 1. Of or be-
ing an element. 2. Fundamental or essen-
tial. 3. Of or resembling a force of nature in
power or effect. —el'e*men’tal n. —el'e-
men'tal+ly adv.

el*esmen*ta-ry (&l'a-mén’to-r€, -tré) adj.
1. OF or constituting the essential or funda-
mental part. 2. Of or involving the funda-

. mental or simplest aspects of a subject.

—el’e+men~ta’ri-ly (-térfo-18) ady. —ei'e-
men’tasri*ness »n.

elementary particle n. A subatomic particle,
esp. one regarded as trreducible.

elementary school n. A school attended for
the first six to eight years of a child’s formal
education.

el+e«phant (&l7a-fant) n. A very large her-
bivorous mammal of Africa and Asia with a
long flexible trunk and long tusks. [< Gk.
elephas.}

elephant
Indian elephant

el*e-phan«ti*a-sis (&’s-fon-ti’a-sis) n. En-
Jargement and hardening of tissues, esp. of
the lower body, resulting from Iymphatic
obstruction and usueally caused by parasitic
worms. [<¢ Gk.]

el+e+phan-tine (&l's-fan’tén’, -tin’, €l’a-
fan-) adi. 1. Of or relating to an elephaat.
2.a. Enormous in size or strength. b. Pon-
derously clumsy.

elev, abbr. Elevation.

elre-vate (&l/a-vat') v. -vat-ed, -vat-ing. 1.
To raise to a higher position; lift. 2. To pro-
mote to a higher rank. 3. To raise to a high-
er moral, cultural, or intellectual level. 4.
To lift the spirits of; elate, [< Lat. élevare.]

el+esva+tion (&1'e-vd’shan) n. 1. The act of
elevating or condition of being elevated, 2.
An elevated place or position. 3. The height
to which something is elevated above a
point of reference such as the ground.

Syns: elevation, altitude, height n.

eleesvastor (8l7s-vi'tar) n. 1. A platform or
enclosure raised and lowered in a vertical
shaft to transport people or freight. 2. A
movable control surface on an aircraft,
used to move the aircraft up or down. 3. A
granary with devices for hoisting and dis-
charging grain,

ecleveen (i-1év7an) n. 1. The cardinal num-
ber equal to 10 + 1. Z. The 11th in a set or
sequence. [< OE endleofan.] —e-*levien
adj. & pron.

e+lev+enth (i-l8vfanth) a. 1. The ordinal
aumber matching the number 11 in a series.
2. One of 11 equal parts. —e+lev/enth adv.
& adj.

elf (21D n., pl. elves (élvz). A small, often



