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Int. CL: 16

Prior U.S. Cls.: 2, 5, 22, 23, 29, 37, 38 and 50

L  Reg. No. 2,627,196
United States Patent and Trademark Office Registered Oct. 1, 2002
TRADEMARK
PRINCIPAL REGISTER
DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
(TEXAS AGENCY OF THE STATE)

125 E. 11TH STREET

AUSTIN, TX 787012483

FOR: PRINTED MATIER AND PAPER PRO-

DUCTS, NAMELY STICKERS, DECALS, BUMPER -

STICKERS, PAPER FOOD CONTAINERS, PAPER
BAGS, PLASTIC TRASH BAGS, PAPER AND PLAS-
TIC LITTER BAGS, GROCERY BAGS, PLAYING
CARDS; PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS, NAMELY,

PAMPHLETS AND BROCHURES IN THE FIELDS
OF LITTER PREVENTION AND LITTER CLEANUP,
IN CLASS 16 (US. CLS. 2, 5, 22, 23, 29, 37, 38 AND 50).

FIRST USE 3-31-1986; IN COMMERCE 3-31-1986.
SER. NQ. 75-981,469, FILED 10-16-2000.

TOANNA MATEJA, EXAMINING ATTORNEY



Int. Ci.: 42
Prior U.S. Cis.: 100 and 101

United States Patent and Trademark Office

Reg. No. 2,616,831

Registered Sep. 10, 2002

SERVICE MARK
PRINCIPAL REGISTER

DONT MESS WITH TEXAS

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
(TEXAS STATE AGENCY)
125 E. 11TH STREET ’
- AUSTIN, TX 787012483

FOR: PROMOTING THE BEAUTIFICATION OF
TEXAS HIGHWAYS AND THE PUBLIC AWARE-
NESS OF THE NEED FOR LITTER PREVENTION
AND LITTER CLEANUFP THROUGH THE DEVEL-
OPMENT AND DISSEMINATION OF EDUCATION-
AL MATERIALS AND PUBLIC SERVICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND THE DEVELOPMENT,
PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF ANTI-
LITTER PROGRAMS, IN CLASS 42 (U.S. CLS. 100
AND [01).

FIRST USE 11-30-1985; IN COMMERCE 11-30-1983,
SER. NO. 76-148,544, FILED 10-16-2000.

JOANNA MATEJA, EXAMINING ATTORNEY



Jnt. Cls.: 9, 14 and 20
Prior U.S. Cls.: 2, 13, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 32, 36,

38 and 50
, Reg. No. 2,619,887
United States Patent and Trademark Office  Registered Sep. 17, 2002
TRADEMARK
'PRINCIPAL REGISTER
DONT MESS WITH TEXAS

L

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FIRST USE 4-1-1995; IN COMMERCE 4-1-1995.
(TEXAS STATE AGENCY)

ff,fT‘IlI}TEXS;;%EOEE% FOR: PLASTIC KEY CHAINS, IN CLASS 20 (US.

CLS. 2, 13, 22, 25, 32 AND 50).
FOR: DECORATIVE MAGNETS, IN CLASS 9(Us. '
CLS. 21 23, 26, 36 AND 38). FIRST USE 4-5-1997; IN COMMERCE 4-5-1997.

F IRST USE 3~9‘2000, N COMMERCE 3-9*1‘2000. SER. NO. 76-148,549, FILED 10-16-2000.

FOR: JEWELRY, NAMELY LAFPEL PINS, IN
CLASS 14 (U.8. CLS. 2, 27, 28 AND 50). JOANNA MATEJA, EXAMINING ATTORNEY




Enited States of Jmyp,,

WUnited States Patent and Travemark Gifice (?
DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS
Reg. No. 3,924,369 TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TEXAS STATE AGENCY)

. 125 E. 11TTHSTREET
Registered Mar. 1, 2011 AUSTIN, TX 787012483

Int. CL: 25 FOR: CLOTHING, NAMELY, SHIRTS, HATS AND CAPS, IN CLASS 25 (U.S. CLS. 22 AND
399,
TRADEMARK FIRST USE 4-0-1986; IN COMMERCE. 4-0-1986.

PRINCIPAL REGISTER SER. NO. 76-160,856, FILED 11-7-2000.

MARY ROSSMAN, EXAMINING ATTORNEY

Dircetior of the Uniivd Siates Putent und fsdemack, Offies



Int. Cl.: 21

Prior U.S. Cls.: 2, 13, 23, 29, 30, 33, 40, and 50

United States Patent and Trademark Office

Reg. No. 3,149,283
Registered Sep. 26, 2006

TRADEMARK
PRINCIPAL REGISTER

DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
(TEXAS STATE AGENCY)

125 E. 11TH STREET
AUSTIN, TX 737012483

FOR: BEVERAGE CONTAINERS, NAMELY
MUGS AND CUPS, IN CLASS 21 (U.S, CLS, 2, 13, 23,
29, 30, 33, 40 AND 30).

FIRST USE 12-14-2004; IN COMMERCE 12-14-2004.

THE MARE CONSISTS OF STANDARD CHAR-
ACTERS WITHOUT CLAIM TO ANY PARTICULAR
FONT, STYLE, SIZE, OR COLOR.

OWNER OF U.S. REG. NOS. 2,616,831, 2,619,387,
AND 2,627,196,

SN 76-624,639, FILED 12-14-2004.

WON TEAK OH, EXAMINING ATTORNEY



“m‘g States of anr

Wnitey States Patent and Trabemark Cffice l[(?

DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS

Reg. No. 3,930,439 TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TEXAS STATE AGENCY)
. 125 EAST 11TH STREET
Registered Mar. 15,2011 austv, 1% 78701

Int. Cl.: 25 FOR: CLOTHING, NAMELY, T-SFIRTS, POLC SHIRTS, SHIRTS, BUTTON-FRONT SHIRTS,
TWILL DRESS SHIRTS AND SWEAT SHIRTS, IN CLASS 25 (U.8. CT.8. 22 AND 39).

TRADEMARK FIRST USE 4-0-1986; TN COMMERCE 4-0-1586.

PRINCIPAL REGISTER THE MARK CONSISTS OF STANDARD CHARACTERS WITHOUT CLAIM TO ANY PAR-

TICULAR FONT, STYLE, 81ZE, OR COLOR,
OWNER OF U.8. REG. NOS. 2,616,831, 2,627,196 AND OTHERS.
SER. NG. 77-816,121, FILED 8-31-2009.

CHARISMA HAMPTON, EXAMINING ATTORNEY

Dizector of the Ustited Suties Patent sl deimack 0 ffice



nited States of Amey

Wnitely States Patent and Trabemark ffice l[‘?

Reg. No. 3,872,108
Registered Nov. 9, 2010

Int. Cls.: 6, 11, 16, 18
and 21 '
TRADEMARK.
PRINCIPAL REGISTER

Dircelor of the United Siaten ottt esd Frndeusck Offiee

DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION {TEXAS STATE AGENCY)
125 EAST 11TH STREET
AUSTIN, TX 78701

FOR: NON-LUMINOQUS AND NON-MECHANICAL METAL SIGNS; METAL KEY CHATNS,
INCLASS6(US. CLS. 2, 12, 13,14, 23,25 AND 30).

FIRST USE 6-0-2006; IN COMMERCE 6-0-2006.

FOR: PLASTIC SQUEEZE FLASHLIGHTS, IN CLASS 11 (1J.8. CL5. 13, 21, 23, 31 AND 34).
FIRST USE 7-0-2006; IN COMMERCE 7-0-2006.

FOR: PRINTED MAUTER AN PAPER PRODUCTS, NAMELY, POSTCARDS, POSTERS,
COASTERS MADE OF PAPER, PAPER FOLDERS, TEMPORARY TATTOOS, TRADING
CARDS, COIN HOLDERS, NOTE PADS AND DECORATIVE PENCILS, IN CLASS 16 (U.8.
CLS. 2,5,22,23,29,37, 38 AND 30).

FIRST USE 0-0-1993; IN COMMERCE 0-0-1993.

FOR: LUGGAGE TAGS; BACKPACK TAGS, IN CLASS 18 (U.S. CLS. 1,2, 3,22 AND 41).
FIRST USE 7-0-2006; IN COMMERCE 7-0-2006.

FOR: BEVERAGE CONTAINERS, NAMELY, INSULATED SLEEVE HOLDERS FOR
BEVERAGE CUPS AND CANS; GLASSWARE, NAMELY, FITCIHERS, DRINKING GLASSES
AND SHOT GLASSES, IN CLASS 21 (U.S. CLS. 2, 13,23,29, 30, 33, 40 AND 50).

FIRST USE 3-0-2003; IN COMMERCE 3-0-2005.

THE MARK CONBISTS OF STANDARD CHARACTERS WITHOUT CLAIM TO ANY PAR-
TICULAR FONT, STYLE, SIZE, OR COLOR.

OWNER OF U5, REG. NOS. 2,616,831, 2,627,196 AND OTHERS.
SER. NO. 77-821,766, 'ILED 9-8-2009,

CHARISMA IIAMPTON, EXAMINING ATTORNEY
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Awards - Don't Mess With Texas ::dontmesswithtexas.org::
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We’ve always got litter on the brain. Whether we’re coming up with new ads, contests or community outreach, it’s just what
we do. So when someons takes the time to recognize cur efforts, yon better believe we celebrate. Check out all of our awards

- below. These belong to all Texans whe help keep our state clean — but especially these who have volunteered and partnered
with us.

Awards

If we’re not picking up litter, we’re

http://dontmesswithtexas.org/about/awards/

8/19/2011



Awards - Don't Mess With Texas ::dontmesswithtexas.org:: Page 2 of 7

thinking about it. Whether it’s coming up with a new PSA or
community outreach program, litter is always on our mind. So, when
someone takes the time to recognize our efforts, we celebrate.

We share the following awards with all.of those real Texans who
volunteer and partner Wlth usto keep the Don t Mess with
Texas’ campawn ahve and klckm butts

Best of Te\ms Award 2011 This award wag given by the Texas Pubhc Relatlons Assocmﬂom in, the category'_:f Electronic
Commumcaﬂons/PSA for the “PIZZHZZ” TV co1nmer01al stalrmg George Strait.

Sl]ver Spur Award 2008 Th1s award was given for c1eatmg a cool way to reduce latter by appealmg to Generat:on thterez
(16-24 year olds) through the Rock the Bag campaign. Given by the Texas Public Re]atlons Assocnatmn '

Best of Texas Merit for Litter Force 2008, This award was given for great news writing that kept the Judoes readmg leen
by the Texas Public Relations Association. :

Innovator Award 2007. This award was given to the Don’t Mess with Texas Litter Force Web site for bemcr a leader in
technical capabllltles Given by the Summit International Emerging Media Awards competition.

Gold District 10 Regienal ADDY. Award 2007 for
Pon’t Mess with Texas *20th Anmve;sary,” Public Service
v Camp’lwn Given by Amen Ad Federation,

Texas "Excuses, Public service | V-Broadcast fiectronic.
Given by Austin Ad Federation.

First Place Rogers Award 2004 for Don’t Mess with
Texas “Excuses,” State and Local Radio Advertising.
Given by Keep America Beautiful, Inc.

First Place Rogers Award 2004 for Don’t Mess with

Texas “Excuses,” Statewide Television Advertising. Given

by Keep America Beautiful, Inc.

Partnership Award 2004 for exemplary contributions

to and support of Keep America Beautiful State Affiliates. Given
by Keep America Beautiful, Inc./Federal Highway Administration.

Partnership Award 2004 for exemplary contributions

http://dontmesswithtexas.org/about/awards/ 8/19/2011



Awards - Don't Mess With Texas ::dontmesswithtexas.org:: Page

to and support of Keep America Beautiful’s Great American . :
Cleanup: Given by Keep America Beautiful, Inc./Federal Highway Administration.

léro'nze'Austin" ADDY Award 2004 for Don’t Mess with

Te‘{as' “Road:| Reversal,” Pubiic Service TV- Broadcast/Eleettomc
leen by Austin Ad Federanon

Partnershlp Award 2003 for exemplary contr 1but10ns :
and support of Keep Arnerica Beautiful State Affiliates. Given by -
Keep Amerlca BeauhfuL’U S. Department of Tr: ansportatmn

Brronze Best of Texas 2003 for “If Your Mother
Were Texas,” printed Medla Kit. Given by Texas Public Re]atmns
Association.

Gold Austin ADDY Award 2003 for Don’t Mess with
Texas “H Your Mother Were Texas Would You Still Litter,”
Regional/National Public Service Campaign. Given by Austin Ad Federation.

Best Use of Research or Measurement — Honorable Mention
2003 for Don’t Mess with Texas: VlSlbIe Litter Study Given
by PR Week

Seco"' d

tiver best o €Xads, lgl a ominuncaticns interne
Site 2002 for Don’t Mess with Texas Web site. Given
by Texas Public Relations Association.

Silver ADDY Award — District/Regional Level 2002
for “If Your Mother Were Texas,” PSA/Broadcast Media/TV.
Given by American Ad Federation, 10th District.

Gold Austin ADDY Award 2002 for Don’t Mess
with Texas “If Your Mother Were Texas Would You Still Litter,”
Regional/National Public Service TV, Given by Austin Ad Federation.

Partnership Award 2001 for exemplary contributions to
and support of Keep America Beautiful State Affiliates. Given by
Keep America Beautiful/U.S. Department of Transportation.

3of7

http://dontmesswithtexas.org/about/awards/ 8/19/2011



Awards - Don't Mess With Texas ::dontmesswithtexas.org::

Distinguished Service Citation 2000 for Litter
Prevention Programs. Given by Keep America Beautiful/Federal Highway
Admlmstta’tlon

C1 yétzil: AWaﬁi of Excellence 2000 for Don’t
Mess with Texas “Jimmy,” PSA leen by Communicator

ystal Award of Excellence 2000 for Don t.
Mess jvith T exas “J:mmy, humor. Given! by Commumcator
Awards

First Place 1999 for State DOT Programs Achieving
Excellence in the Control and Prevention of Roadside Litter. leen
by Keep America Beautiful/Federal Highway Administration.

Bronze Summit Award 1999 for Don’t Mess
with Texas “Littered” Billboard, PSA/Political-Qutdoor/Transit
Category. Given by International Summit Creative Awards.

Silver Summiit Award 1999 for Vote Don’t | _
Mess with Texas, PSA/Political Multiple Media Campmgn C'[teoory
Gwen by International Summit Creative Awards

reat Lexds 1lasn-Oft, Sp
and Adopt-a-Highway. Given by Keep America Beautlful Inc./Federal
Highway Administration.

Certificate of Merit — National Award Finalist 1993 for Don’t Mess
with Texas program. Given by Keep America Beautiful, Inc.

First Place National Award — Environmental Communication Awards
1993 for George Foreman and Bikers, TV Spots/Broadcast PSA Category.
Given by Environmental Marketing and Advertising Council.

Certificate of Appreciation for Don’t Mess with Texas advertising
campaign for contributicns toward the goals of nonpoint source management
and the Clean Water Act, and for benefits to the environment resulting

from campaign efforts. Given by Environmental Protection Agency.

Region 6, Dallas, TX

http://dontmesswithicxas.org/about/awards/

Page 4 of 7

8/19/2011



Awards - Don't Mess With Texas ::dontmesswithtexas.org: Page 5 of 7

First Place 1992 for Superior Progress in the Prevention and
Collection of Litter. Given by Keep America Beautiful, Inc./Federal
H]ohway Adm;ms‘n atlon

First Place ch Annual Public Affairs Skills Contest 1992 for “Great Amerlcan Trash Of » Teiewsmn Given by
Amerscan Assoc;at;on of State H;frhway and Transportatlon Off‘ cials.

Austm ADDY A ' ard 1992 for Preacher George, PSA leen by Austin Ad Federatmn '

Merlt Award 1992 for Preacher Georoe Publlc Service TV Given by Amerlcan Ad Fedezatlon 10th DlStl fct..
Silver TOPS Award 1992 _for Preacher George, Television. Given by 'Dallas Advei’tiSinO.Leadué. :
Bronze TOPS Award 1992 for Wrestler w/Tag, Television. Given by Dallas Aclvemsmo League.

Second Place 1991 for Distinguished Public Sérvice in the NatlonW1de Program to Keep Amerlca Beautlful Given by Keep
America Beautiful, Inc.

Special Merit Award 1990 for Distinguished Public Service in the Nationwide Program to Keep Ameérica Beautiful. Given
by Keep Amerlca Beautlful Inc. /Federal nghway Administration.

N'monal Envnronmental Achieveiment Awqrd in Enwronmental Beautification 1990 for “Don t Mess with Texas” Aﬂtl- P
litter Campaion" and Adopt-a-Highway Prograrm. Given by Natjonal Envir onmental Awards C

Collection of Litter. Given by U.S. DOT/Federal Highway Administration.
First Place National Award 1989 for Adopt-a-Highway Program. Given by Keep America Beautiful, Inc.

Certificate of Merit — Take Pride in America National Awards Program 1989 for Recogniticn of Demonstrated

Commitment & Exceptional Contribution to the Volunteer Stewmdshlp of America’s Natural and Cultural Resources. Given
by Take Pride in America.

TOPS Award 1989 for TV, Regional/National, more than 30 seconds. Given by Dallas Advertising League.

Pro Bono Publico Award 1989 for Distinguished Advertising and Contributions to the Betterment of Public Good. Given by
Dallas Advertising League.

Best of Austin 1989 for Don’t Mess with a Good Slogan (Don’t Mess with Texas), Advocacy/Public Service. Given by
International Association of Business Commiunicators — Anstin Chapter.

hitp://dontmesswithtexas.ore/aboul/awards/ 8/19/2011



Awards - Don't Mess With Texas ::dontmesswithtexas.org:: Page 6 of 7

Finalist Award 1989 for Willie Nelson PSA. Given by International Film & TV Festivai of New York.

National ADDY Award ]988 for Jeu:y Ieff Walker, PSA, Regional/National TV Given by Amerlcan Ad Fedenatlon 10th
Dlstrlct '

Gbld Austiﬁ ?ADDY Award 1988 for PSA, ReoxonaE/I\Janonal Campaigns. Given by Austin Ad ; ederatlon

Ad Federatlon

Gold Austm ADDY Award 1988 f0| PSA Reﬂlonal/Natlonal TV 160 or [ess leen by Aust1

Specnl Merlt Award 1987 f01 sttmculshed Pubhc Semce in the Nationwide Program to Keep Amenca Beautlful Given
by Keep Ameticd Beautlful Inc. : : & y

Special Commendation 1986 for Demonstrated Commitment and Ekceptional Contriblition to'the Proper Stewardship of
America’s Natural and Cultural Resources (National Award), Government Category. Given 'oy Take Pride in. America, U.S,
National Arboretum, Washington, D.C.

Gold Effie 1987 for GSD&M for “Don’t Mess with Texas” slogan. Given by American Marketing Association/New York.

Scoop Award 1987 for Don’t Mess with Texas Anti- lltter Campaign. Given by American Assomatlon of State Highway and
TianSpOI’t&thﬂ Ofﬁc1als

National ADDY Award 1987 for The Fabulous’ Thunderblrds PSA, ReolonalfNatlonal Radlo 160 seconds or less. leen by
American Ad Federation.

Special Merit Award 1986 for Distinguished Public Service in the Nationwide Program to Keep America Beautiful. Given
by Keep America Beautiful, Inc.

Gold Austin ADDY Award 1987 for Radio, Regional/National, more than 30 seconds, Given by Austin Ad Federation,
Austin ADDY Award 1986 for Radio, Regional :60 or less. Given by Austin Advertising Club.

Comments are closed.

Don't Mess with Texas Honte | Partners | View Ads | About | News | Get Stuff | Report a Litterer | Proorams | Road Tour |
Research

http -//dontmesswithtexas.o re/about/awards/ 8/19/2011



Awards - Don't Mess With Texas ::dontmesswithtexas.org:: Page 7 of 7

© 2011 Don't Mess with Texas | All Rights Reserved | Don't Mess with Texas is a registered t1_'ademark of the Texas .
Department of Transportation '

http://dontmesswithtexas.org/about/awards/ 8/19/2011
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“Heold onto
your Stetsons...
A thrill-ride of
hunky heross,
hilarious high jinks,
and hearswarming
romance.”
—LORI WILDE,
New York Tirmnes
bestaslling -
author
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CHRISTIE CRAIG : Award-winning author Page 1 of 4

’ Boohs oo,
B thristic Info

Laugh. Love. Read. Books by Christie Craig

Check out
Killes Flction Things are Just Hotter in Texas
posts evary other
Tuesday, and stop
by at Christie's
and Faye's
writewithus
website for
writers.

FQHUW me at:

Read Christie's
Latest
Newsiziter!

Don't Mess With Texas,
On Shelves - August 23rd

Nikki Hunt thought her night couldn't get worse when her no-good,
cheating ex ditched her at dinner, sticking her with the bill. Then she
found his body stuffed in the trunk of her car and lost her two-hundred-
dollar meal all over his three-thousand-dollar suit. Now not only is Nikki
nearly broke, she's a murder suspect.

Former cop turned PI, Dallas Q'Connor kncows what it's like to be unjustly
accused. But one look at the sexy-though skittish-suspect tells him she
couldn't hurt anyone. The lead detective, Dallas's own brether, has the
wrong woman and Dzllas hepes a little late-night "undercover” worlk wil}
help him prove it . . .

Amazon : Barnes & Moble : Kety Budget Books

http://www.christie-craig.com/ 8/19/2011



BARNES & NOBLE | Don't Mess with Texas by Christie Craig | NOOK. Book (eBook), ...

Jump to:
Ovarview

Getalls

Meet The Author
Customer Reviews

Advertisernent

Navar miss
another doodie

Signin

My Accaunt

Page 1 of 3

Stores & Events Help

High-Quality Used Textbooks: Up to 90% Off List Price

Books

Don't Mess with Texas

by Christie Cralg

{4 ratings)

—Paperback (Mass-Market-Paperback) e

Acd To List 0

Shopping Bag ( 0 items )
Spend §25, Get FREE SHIPPING

NOOH Incredibly 2asy to use—just touch and read. Buy Now>

£5.99

$5.90
EE5eeList Frice
{Smva L%}

~-NOOK-Book-(eBoak)

Buy from BN.com
Usually ships within 24 hours detalis

Ehigible faor FREED Shipping detafis

Usad & New from Marketplace

Usually ships in 1-2 business days
i Used from $5.30

Fick ug in Store

$5.99

o .
—Al-Ay Formats

Read in Seconds
Read exciusivaly on thase devices & apps

MNOOK Book

Paperback

Home at Last Chance
Hope Pamsay

57.99 BN.com
Price

Grond Central Publishing

Marketplace From

]

EHRSTNA |

[ LS EGennes R e
Secrets of Belle
Terra: A Scariet,
Christing Dodd
57.99 BN.com
Price

Too Hot To Touch
Louisa Edwards
57.99 BN.com
Price

Cheri on Tap
Guwan Gpaovan
$7.98 N.com
Price

= Jili Shg

!l Shalds |
! Heand Over |
; eels

Head Over Heals

$7.99 BN.com
Price

+ her night coultin't get wors
g2y, sticking her with the b
¢ car and lest her bwo-hundre

cheating sx
dy stuffed in
three-

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Dont-Mess-with-Texas/Christie-Craig/e/9780446582841/7  8/19/2011



BARNES & NOBLE | Don't Mess with Texas by Christie Craig | NOOK Book (eBook), ... Page?2 of 3

Overview

theusand-doliar suit, Now not only is

zarly broke, she's 3 murder suspect.

Former cop turned PI, Dafizgs O'Connor knows what
But cinz look 2t the sax ough skittish-suspect tells | she cof ‘L hurt anyone.
Tha lead detective, Dallas’s own brother, hes the wrong womzs and Dallas hopes &
little tzta-night "undercover” wark will help him prove it .. .

s like to be unjustiy accused.

- Details. - B [ o
. + FPub. Dater Septermsber 2011 & (5BN-13: 9780445582841
o Publisher: Grand Cantral Publishing @ ISBN: 0446552940
@ Format: Mzass Market Paperback |, 464pp
» Sales Rank: 35,197

--~Meet.The Author B —

Christie Craly, an Alabama aative, i5 an award-winning, rmult-published writer, ma hed phote journalist, mativational
spezker, and writing teacher. Her non-fiction articies and photography have appeared in aimest threa thousand national
magarings. A Goiden Hear: fnalist, and  finalist In more than fifty RWA-sponsored contests, she has guined a well-desarved
reputation for wiiting romance fiction that has both witty humor and g suspenseful, sexy tone,

-Customer-Reviews B

Average Rating if \,ou\,z read this beok, tell the world how
You lie

(4 ratings}

Sort by: Most Recent Highast to Lowsst Most Helpful

i-1ofi

Ty 30, 2011
harstan

This is a fun Texas investigative romance

Har manta befng "It's the right thing" to persuade her not to bolt, Kikki Hunt reets her former husband Brian and Sterns fawyar
Jack Leon for dinngr at expenaive Venny's Restaurant after he pleaded with her that he mzde some nustakes. The gallary owner
knows she is shoit paying bills like har Nana's cable and her BFF assistant £llzn’s salary. This is why she is unhappy when Jack
leaves her with the exorbitant tab, Mumbling she witl kil himn, Mikkl goes o her car to find Jack dead in har trunk,

The police suspect Nikki killed her spouse. Former cop Callas O'Conner empathizes with the belenguered Nikki as he worked at
Giencos PD before belng accused uniustly of a crime; now he works as a private Investigator, He bet against her innocence until
he saw har dinner is now the puke on the victim's suit. | Since he was once falsely convicted of a crime, ne fends to be very
sympathatic 1o those who find themselves In the same position. Whila his homizide datective brother Tony works to soive the
murder witile dealing with his broken marriage to LeAnn, Dalizs also looks into the killing and that of a related niured victim

fing with nis attraction to the prime suspact.

Thig is 2 fun Texas investigative romance that in some ways faeis Hia a throwback to the madca
story line is fast-paced from the moment the haroing vomits and never slows down as har kni
her innecence while falling in love with "Leon's feftover®. Fans will appreciate this terrific Texas U
Hariet Klausner

comedies of the 1930s. The

shinirg armor tries to orova

Was this review helpful?  Yes I oMe © Report this review

Showing 1-1of i

1 Mipst Recent Highest to Lowest Most Helpful

Be in the Know. Read What You Love. Keep Up with BN's Buzz.
Sign up for savings, news, updates, Anywhere You Like. On Facebook, Twitter or RSS :
§ Ao NOOK fer iPad™ NOOK for Android™  NOOK for '
| Enter Your Emai Address NOOK foriPhane®  NOOK far PG ™ Mac™

Learn Mora »

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Dont-Mess-with-Texas/Christie-Craig/e/9780446582841/7  8/19/2011
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Texas Department of Transportation

DEWITT C. GREER STATE HIGHWAY BLDG. 126 E. 11TH STREET » AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-2433 « (512) 463-8585
August 9, 2011

Ms. Christie Craig
www.christie-craig.com

Re: Infringement and Dilution of DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS®

Dear Ms. Craig:

As you may know, the Texas Department of Transportation (“TxDOT") has used
the trademark and service mark DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS® for over 25 years
in connection various goods and services, such as anti-litter campaigns, books,
magazines, clothing, beverage containers, etc.

Specifically, in 1985, TxDOT began running a series of high profile
advertisements for the DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS mark, featuring well-known
actors, musicians, and other celebrities. These advertisements have been wildly
successful, resulting in a marked reduction in littering in the State of Texas, and
saving the state (and therefore taxpayers) millions of dollars that would have
otherwise gone towards clean-up efforts. In addition, TxDOT has licensed use of
the DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS mark to certain third parties, particularly where
the products or services offered thereunder further promote the mark and
TxDOT's goals. For example, a book was previously published under the title
“Don't Mess With Texas™, which chronicled the development of the slogan for
TxDOT’s anti-litter campaign.

In addition to such long-standing use, TxDOT has also obtained several United
States trademark registrations to the DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS mark.! See,
e.g., U.S. Reg. Nos, 2627196, 2616831, 2619887, 3924369 or 3149283, amonyg
others, attached as Exhibit A.

TxDOT has spent years, and millions of dollars, promoting and adveriising the
DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS mark and the various goods and services offered
under that mark. TxDOT has won numerous awards and achieved widespread
recognition for the DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS mark and the advertising
associated therewith. For example, studies have indicated that the

" T*DOT has statutory authority to own intellectual propetty pursuznt to Transportation Code, Section
201.205.

THE TEXAS PLAN

REDUCE CONGESTION » ENHANCE SAFETY » EXFAND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY « IMPROVE AIR QUALITY
PRESERVE THE VALUE OF TRANSPORTATION ASSETS

A BEroant Anmacanite Ermalmnr



Ms. Christie Craig -2- August 8, 2011

DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS mark is recognized and known by over 95% of the
Texas population. In sum, there is no question that there is a tremendous
amount of goodwill in the DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS mark, and that the mark is
famous.

Because frademarks and service marks constitute very important symbols relied
upon by consumers, an owner of intellectual property has a responsibility to
consumers fo ensure that its marks remain reliable symbols for identifying the
owner's products and services, and for distinguishing those products and
services from the products and services of others. As I'm sure you can
appreciate, unauthorized uses of intellectual property can reduce the
distinctiveness and reliability of the marks for their intended purposes. For these
reasons, owners of intellectual property must take steps fo eliminate
unauthorized uses of intellectual property.

The reason | am contacting you is because we recently became aware that you
intend to offer a book or series of books under the name “Don't Mess with
Texas.” See Exhibit B. We have no record of authorizing your use of the
valuable DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS mark in connection with your publication.
As a result, your unauthorized use of the registered DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS
mark in connection with your hook consfitutes an infringement of TxDOT's
trademark and ather rights, and will, among other things, |mpermlsS|b|y dilute the
DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS mark.

Given our longstanding use of and registrations to the DON'T MESS WiTH
TEXAS mark, we must insist that you immediately stop using the DON'T MESS
WITH TEXAS mark, or anything confusingly similar thereto, in connection with
your book, website, and all other materials.

Alternatively, you may have the option of licensing the slogan, provided the
ownership of the slogan is attributed to TXDOT and there is an explanation of
how the slogan and its purpose are linked with your story and the content and
context of the work is acceptable to TXDOT.

If you choose to obtain a license, the licensing fee will be ten percent of your
advance and a 5% royalty or no share of your advance and an eight per cent
royalty. There are several terms which are non-negotiable and required by state
law, including but not limited to non-exclusivity and TxDOT's option to renew the
license after the first printing and at the agency’s sole discretion.

In the event the licensing terms cannot be met, we demand that any books that
are presently available online or in other retail ouflets be immediately removed
from sale and re-titled so as to avoid infringement and dilution of TxDOT's rights,



~ Ms. Christie Craig -3- August 9, 2011

Please contact me within two (2) business days as to how you intend to comply
with the above demands. |f you fail to respond, or if you refuse to stop using the
mark in conhnection with your book, website or other materials, the
Texas Departiment of Transportation will take legal action as necessary to protect
its valuable trademark rights. You may contact me at (512) 463-8630 or by email
at Julie. King@txdot.gov.

This letter is without waiver of all rights and remedies of the Texas Department of
Transportation, which are expressly reserved to the Texas Department of
Transportation, a Texas state agency. :

Sincerely,
Juliet U. King %
Associate General Courisel
JUK:cd
Enclosures

cc:  Jerral Wyer, Interim Director, TXxDOT Travel Division
Brenda Flores-Dollar, TxDOT Travel Division

Grand Central Publishing Company
Attn: Matt Huben, Legal

237 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10017-3140

Hachette Book Group

Attn: Rekha Ramani

237 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10017-3140
Rekha.Ramani@hbgusa.com

Barnes & Noble

Aftn: Brad Feuer, Vice President & Assistant General Counsel
122 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10111

Fax (212) 463-5683

bfeuer@bn.com
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Int, Cl: 16

Prior U, Cls.: 2, 5, 22, 23, 29, 37, 38 and 50

Unpited States Patent and Trademark Office

Reg. No, 2,627,196
Repistered Qct. 1, 2002

TRADEMARK
PRINCIPAL REGISTER

DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
(TEXAS AGENCY OF THRE STATE)

125 E. 11TH STREET

AUSTIN, TX 787012483

BOR: PRINTED MATTER AN} PAPHR TRO-

DXJCTS, NAMELY STICKERS, DECALS, BUMERR

STICKERS, PAPER FOOD CONTAINERS, PAPER
BAGS, PLASTIC TRASH BAGS, PAPER AND PLAS-
TIC LITTER BAGS, GROCERY BAGS, PLAYING
CARDS; PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS, NAMELY,

FAMPHLELS AND BROCHURES IN THE FIELDS
OF LITTER PREVENTION AND LITTER CLEANUP,
IN CLASS 16 (U.8. CLS. 2, 5, 22, 23, 29, 37, 38 AND 50},

FIRST USE 3-31-1986; IN COMMERCE 3-31-1986.
SER. N0, 75-381,469, FILBD 10-16-2000.

TOANIA MATEIA, EXAMINING ATTORNEY
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Int, Cl: 42
Prior U.S. Cls.: 100 and 101

United States Patent and Trademark Office

Reg. No. 2,616,331
Registered Sep. 10, 2002

SERVICE MARK
PRINCIPAL REGISTER -

DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
{TEXAS STATE AGENCY) -
125 E. {{'TH STREET ‘
. AUSTIN, TX 767012483

FOR: PROMOTING THE BEAUTIFICATION OF
TENAS HIGHWAYS AND THE PUBLIC AWARE-
NESS OF THE NFED FOR LITTER PREVENTIOM
AND LITTER CLEANUP THROUGH THE DEVEL-
OFMENT AND DISSEMINATION OF EDUCATION-
AL MATERIALS AND PUBLIC SERVICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND THE DBVELOPMENT,
PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF ANTIL
LITTER. PROGRAMS, IN CLASS 42 (U.S. CLS. 100
AND 101
FIRST USE 11-30-1985; I COMMERCE 11-30-1985,
SBR. NO. 76-148,544, FILED 10-15-2000.

JOANNA MATHSA, EXAMINING ATTORNEY

Page 3of 10



Jut. Cls.: 9, 14 and 20
PriOrUS Cls.: 2, 13, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 32, 36,

38 and 50
] Reg. No. 2,619,887
Upited States Patent apd Trademark Office  Rogisterea 5ep. 17, 2002
TRADEMARE.
PRINCIPAL REGISTER
DON’T MESS WITH TEXAS

I

TBXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  FIRST USH 41-1595 IV COMMBRCE 4-1-1995.
('I‘Eﬁ% SSTATE AGENGCY)
1258, TREET .
: " FOR: PLASTIC KEY CHA]NS, N CLASS 0 (US.
AUSTIN, '1'}(787012483 CLS. 2, 13,22, 23, 32AND 503

FOR: DECORATIVE MAGNETS, IN CLASS S(U.s.
CLS. 2] 23,26, SGAND 38)- FIRST USE 4-5-1997; I COMMBRCR 4-5-1957.

FIRST USE 3 9 -2000; TN COMMERCE 3-3-2000.

FOR: JEWEBLRY, NAMELY LAPHL PINS, IN
CLASS 14(U.5. CL8, 2, 27, 28 AND 50). JOATINA MATRIA, EXAMINING ATTORNEY

SER. NO. 76-148,549, FILED 10-16-2000.

Page 4 of 10




@x\ﬁﬁ‘ States of Jnyp,.,

Wnitely States Patent awd Trgemark Office IC‘?

DON'"F MESS WITH TEXAS

Reg. No. 3,924,369 TEXAS DRPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TEXAS STATE AGENCY)
. 125 B. 11TH SIRERT
Registered Max. 1, 2011 austmv, TX 787012483

Int CL: 25 FOR: CLOTHING, NAMELY, SHIXTS, HATS AND CAPS, IN CLASS 25 (U.S. CLS. 22 ANDY
. 29).
TRADEMARK FIRST USE 4-G-1936; T COMMERCE 4-0-1986.

PRINCIPAL REGISTER 8ER. NO. 76-160,856, FILED 11-7-2000.

MARY ROSIMAN, BXAMINING ATTORNEY

[t 5 Lo

Eiructirof Uk Unitiod Stwles Padsot sand Trmlemnich Olfse
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Int. Ch: 21
Prior U.S. Cls.: 2, 13, 23, 29, 3G, 33, 40, and 50 . Reg. No. 3,149,283
United States Patent and Trademark Office  Registered Sep. 26, 2006

TRADEMARK
PRINCYPAL REGISTER
DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  THE MARK CONSISTS OF STANDARD CHAR-
(TEXAS STATE AGENCY) ACTERS WITHOUT CLATM TO ANY PARTICULAR.
125 B. |ITH STREET FONT, STYLE, SIZE, OR COLOR.

. ‘} )
AUSTIN, TX 767013483 OWNER OR .8 REG, NOS, 2,616,831, 2,519,487,

AND 2,627,196,
FOR: BEVERAGE CONTAINERS, NAMELY

D CUES, TN 35S 21 (U.S. CLS. 2, 15, 23,
25,”3%,53?.1\40 Amss’ol)l.\ crassa ' SN 76-624,639, FILED 12-14:2004.

FIRST USE 12-14-2004; IN COMMBRCE 12-14-200¢, WON TEAK. OH, EXAMINING ATTORNEY

Pagedof 10
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CHRISTIE CRAIG : Award-winning author Page ! of4

This site last updated April 28, 2011,

Check out Coming Soon!
Killer Fiction
where Christle

posts every other
Tuesday, and stop
by at Christie's
and Faye's
writewlthus
webslte for
writers.

Check out some of
Christie's
magazine work at:
Fert Bend

+ Lifestyles &
Home

FoLIIgw me at:
il

Don't Mess With Texas,

Read Christie’s Coming Soon, August 23rd
Latest
Newsletteil Nikki Hunt thought her night couidn't get worse when her no-good,

cheating ex ditched her at dinner, sticking her with the bill. Then she
found his body stuffed In the trunk of her car and lost her two-hundred-
dollar mes! alt over his three-thousand-doflar sult. Now not only Is Nikki
nearly broke, she's a murder suspect.

Former cop turned P, Dallas O'Conner knows what it's like tc be unjustly
accused. But one look at the sexy-though skittish-suspect tells him she
couldn't hurt anyone, The lead detective, Dallas's own brother, has the
wrong woman and Dallas hopes a little late-nigit "undercover” work wil
help him prove it. .,

Page 8
hitp:fiwww.christie-craig.com/ e §§C1)?201 1
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sianin | MyAscount - Slores & Evenls | Help

Free 2-Month Triat Mémbership.‘ Get Express Shipping Plus Store Savings

Sheopplog Bag {0 llems )
Spend $25, Gel FREE SHIPPING

ﬂ Books

ERED MO ncredibly sasy to use—jus touch and read. Buy Now>

pon't Mess with Texas
by Christfe Craly

{4 ratings) : Add To List o i .'*jie,i ]

—Paperbaeclt-fiass-Market-Paperbacky)

Buy from BN.comi

Usually ships withia 24 hours detail
$5_gg vally ships wi detally

gllgible for FREE Shipping datails

Jump to: -

Overvlayw
petalts $4.85 Used & New from Marketplace
usually ships In 1-2 bus] ¢a
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Read in Seconds .
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$5.99
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[
il
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The Ungufel Only Mine (Fool's The Nlght Sho Got
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$7.89 BN.com 47,99 Bl ,comn $7.99 BN.com Susan laliery Susan Donavan :
Price Price Price $7,99 BN, com %7.36 BN.com N
brice Prica :
~Overl W -

Nlkkl Hunt thought her aight couil: 7 g weise whan her no-good, cheating ex
ditched her at dinner, sticking har it BIf. Then she found his body stuffed in
ke troank of har car and lost hur 3 adyud-dellar meal all ever his three-
khausand-dollar suit. Bow not onl, «. *s negrly broke, she's 3 murder suspact,

Farmer cop burned P2, Dallas £, i -~ hages what 'S like ko be unjustly acoused,
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BARNES & NOBLE | Don't Mess with Texas by Christie Craig | NQOK Book (eBook), ... Page 2 of 3

Overview

But one logk 2t the sexy-ihough skittlsk-suspect tells blm she couldn't hurt anyone,
Fhe iead detective, Dallas's own brather, has the wrang weman and Dailas hopes a
litthe late-night *undercover” work wili help him prove I, .. '

—Deatails -
= Pub. Dete: Seplembsar 2011 o 15BN-13: 9780446562841
= Pulishier: Grand Central Publishing v ISBN: 0446582840
o Format: Mass Market Paperback , 454pp
= Sales Rank: 77,943

—Meet-The-Authbs: J—

Christie Cralg, an Alobbnta native, is an avisrd-winoirg, multi-pudlished writer, multi-publishad phote fournalist, motlvational
speaker, and writing 1eacher. Her nan-tittion artickes and photography have appeared in 2imost three thousand national
magazines. 4 Golden Heart finalisl, and a finalist In more than fifty RwA-sponsored contests, sha has galned a wel-deserved
reputation for writing romance fickion that has b6th witty humor and a suspanseful, sexy tons,

’-—Gugtgmer_ﬂeview_, i B e o U

Average Rating 1f you've read this book, tall the world how
vou lixed It..,

{4 ratings}

Sorthw: Most Recent  Highest to Lowest  blost Helpf) Showng1-1of1 |

July 30, 2011
harstan

This is a fun Texas Investigative romance

Her mznta belng "1t's the right thing* o persuade her not to bolt, Nlikl Hunt meets be former husband Brlan and Stems lawyer
Jack Lesn for dinnar ek xpensive Venny's Restaurant afeer Re pleadad with her that he mace some mistakes, The gallary owner
knows she is short paying bilis fike her Bama's cabife and har BFF assistant Ellan's salary, This I5 why sha §s unhappy when Jack
leaves her with the exorbltant 1ab, Mumbling she will kid him, Nikld gaes to her car ta find Jack deat) 1n her trunk.

The police suspect MIkki killed her spouse. Farmer cop Dallas 0'Conner empatiizes with the belenguered NIkk as he worked at
Glencoe P belore belng accused unjustly of a crime; now he works as a private Investigator. He bet against her Jnnacence unti)
he stw her dinnes 1s now the puke oo the victim's sult, . Since ha wes ence falsely tonvicted of a ¢rinig; he tends bo be very
sympathetc to those whe find thamselves [n the some pesition. ¥hile his homidde derective brother Tony works to solve the
murder while dealfng with his broken marriage to LeAnn, Dalfas elso looks to the Yilling and that of 3 related Injured vietirn
while dealing with his attraction to the prime Suspact.

Thls Is a fun Texas investlgative romance that in some ways feels like a throwback to the madcep comedles of the 19305, The
story line Is fast-paced from the moment the herclne vomils and never slows down as hey knight In shining armor tries w prove
har Innacence while falling in Yove with "Leon’s leltover™, Fans will pprectate this terfie Texas twa-step.

Harriet Klausner

Wasthis reviews helpful?  Yes ¥ no | Reporttiis raview
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] nachette

BOOK GROUP

Rekha Ramani
Associate Counsel

August 10, 2011

Via Email and UPS
Ms. Julie King

Office of General Counsel
Dewitt C. Greer Office Building
125 E. 11th Street

Austin, Texas 78701-2483
Julie.King@txdot.gov

Re: Claim Letter regarding “Don't Mess With Texas”

Dear Ms. King:

I’m responding on behalf of Grand Central Publishing, a division of Hachette Book Group, to
your August 9" letter to our author, Christie Craig. Thank you for alerting us to the Texas Department of
Transportation’s “Don’t Mess with Texas” anti-highway litter campaign and trademark registration in
international class 16. Hachette respects the intellectual property right of others and takes your
allegations very seriously. However, we have reviewed your letter, the trademark registration 2,627,196
and related prosecution file history, and the site www.dontmesswithtexas.org, and disagree with your
assertion that Grand Central’s publication of Don’t Mess with Texas infringes or dilutes your client’s
trademark.

The book title, Don’t Mess with Texas, is descriptive of the contents of the book and does not
constitute a trademark use. Grand Central's forthcoming publication is a romance novel with a twist of
suspense. Since we have not yet published the book, you are probably not aware that it involves a
leading man who runs a private investigation firm called, “Don’t Mess With Texas” -- hence the book
title. This private investigation firm is central to the entire novel. | have enclosed an Advanced Reading
Copy for your review. Courts have narrowly construed the application of the Lanham Act in the area of
literary and artistic titles because of the serious concerns that could arise should it encroach on free
expression. We trust that your client is not attempting to encroach upon our author’s first amendment
right to name the fictional private investigation firm Don’t Mess with Texas.

in addition, there is no likelihood of confusion among consumers. Most Texans have become
familiar with your client’s campaign through anti-highway littering media campaigns, highway signage
and bumper stickers. Our books, on the other hand, will be marketed and sold nationally to traditional
book outlets and targeted towards romance novel readers and book clubs. It is highly unlikely that our
respective target audiences would be confused between the source of our romance novel and your

237 Park Avenue, New York, MY 10017 — Tel: 212 364 1520 = Fax: 212 304 1434 ~ rekha.ramani@hbgusa.com



=] hachette

BOOK GROUP

Rekha Ramani
Associate Counsel

client’s anti-highway littering campaign in Texas. There is nothing on the Don’t Mess with Texas book
cover or marketing materials that states or implies any assocfation with your client or its anti-highway
littering campaign. Nor does our cover make use of any Texas Department of Transportation or “Don’t
Mess with Texas” logos.

Finally, we note that trademark registration no. 2,627,196 is limited to “promotional materials,
namely pamphlets and brochures in the fields of litter prevention and litter cleanup.” In addition, when
the trademark examiner issued an Office Action objecting to your client’s broad identification of goods
in class 16 as “indefinite”, your client overcame the objection by specifically identifying the applicable
printed matter and paper goods to be covered by the registration -- “namely, stickers, decals, bumper
stickers, paper food containers, paper bags, plastic trash bags, paper and plastic litter bags, grocery
bags, playing cards”. Books are noticeably absent from the list of goods.

Please be assured that Grand Central has no plans to use Don’t Mess with Texas as the title for
all of the books in this series; it is only being used for the first novel.

Please promptly confirm that your August 9™ cease and desist letter to Ms. Craig will be
retracted. Feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss this further. Nothing stated herein
should be considered an admission of fact or waiver of any right, defense or remedy by Hachette or
Christie Craig, all of which are expressly reserved.

Sincerely,
i 7
Y {
Jdine fin

Rekha Ramani

Encl.
cc: Christie Craig

237 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10017 — Tel; 212 364 1520 — Fax: 212 364 0934 — rekha.ramain@hbgusa.com
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294 Christie Crajg ¥ DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS 295
his fingernail acrogs the cut, he watched hey face. “No She closed her eyes. Braver, he slipped his hand higher,
pain?”

The smroothness of her thigh took his breath away, and he
“No. I think yoy got it She started to pull her foot ¥ heard her breath catch, She swiped her tongue across her
away. $. lips. Her eyes remained closed and he noticed her nippies
“Not 5o fast, T have to pour alcohal over it. And then were tight and pebbled under her soft cotion top. Slowly,
the important part | he reached his hand higher, inches from the rreasyre
She rose on her elbow agein. “What's the important ¥ between her legs. He waited for her to tell him to stop, to
part?” & catch his hand. She didn't,

He grinned. “Blow onit” Stretching out, keeping his hand inside her pajama leg,

Her eyes brightened with humor, “You're gonna give he rested on his shoulder beside her, and studied her face
me a blow job?” for the slightest sign that she didn’t want this. The tips

He chuckled, admiring her daring sense of humor of his fingers touched the silkiness of her panties and his
Before he realized what he was doing, he brushed hishand F dick went from hard to rock hard. Running a finger over
under her pajamas angd up her calf. The loose fit of her i the top of the soft mound, he sensed the crinkle of hafr
pants allowed plenty of room. Slowly brushing his hand - beneath the smooth fabric of her panties. Lowering his
back 1o her anki¢, he picked up the aleoho] and splasheda touch, he feit sweet dampness behind the siik.
little on her foor, T She moaned and her hips rose to deepen his touch.

"Ouch!” & Deep was good. He pressed his lips to her closed eyes,

He brovght her foot 1o his lips and gently blew on it end slipped his hand beneath the elastic band to touch
Still propped up on one elbow, she met his gaze with hers moist skif,
and held i, “You're wat” he whispered,

“Feel good?” His hand slipped up her Jeg again. : “Feels...good,” she said.

“Yeah.” Heat flickered in her big blue eyes. Caught in “Just enjoy it.” He kissed the edge of her lips, and
her gaze, he pressed his lips to the side of her ankle again, slipped his finger inside her tight opening. His dick grew
“Is there any part of you that isn’t soft?™ harder, wanting to go where his hand was. Byt not vet, He
wanted her wetter, lost in wanting him.

She didn't answer, His hand moved up her leg again, .
Noting the lack of stubble, he wondered if she'd shaved While his index finger moved in and'out, he foundlthe
tight little nub and massaged it with his thumb, A light

her legs for him, Anticipation set his blood afire and hag i r
his dick thickening. purr escaped her lips, and she tightened her thi ghs around
his hand. “So good.” She started to movs against his hand,

e

She leaned back on his bed, but didn't stop staring at him,

“Soft feet, Soft legs.” When she didn't pull away, he ; “Not so fast” He moved his thumb from her hot but-
moved his hand higher, past the back of her knee, : ton. “Let’s make it last”’




CMNTHESWITETRIN s

10 his ha AT | . owered them, panties included.. She raised her hips apd,
He started to:pull %ns hand out anq shg muttere n‘one-quick sweep, they-wete off, Pulling back; leaving
ier nipple moist and tight, he st himself savor the sight of

-*Not stopping. Just gettihg started” Panic stirred k
chest when recalled he dign’t have all day. He looked
the clock; His gut clenched, Twenty minutes before Nangs;
showed up, e ‘ ’ ST

He slid ‘a'jpal‘in over her rb‘reasts. Caught her nipp|

Nikki, deliciously finked. , E

“God, you're beautiful” He ran a hand over one breast,
down her tight abdomen, and to the curve of her waist, -
~“Bitto,” she Whispered, gazing at his torso.

He scooted down a few inches, leaned on one elbow
ind circled a finger around her tight nipple, still wetfrom
s mouth, Then he toucked her slow, easy, memorizing
he dips and cugves of her upper body. Finally, lowering
is liarid 10 the patoh- of blond hiair between her legs, he
lipped his finger inside her cleft. Her -_mo‘an came loudqr
ind she tightened her thighs around his hand, He pulled
is fingers-from. her moist center and.gently opened her
egs: “Ilike to watch what Pm doing.”. o

" “When ker thighs relaxed and he-saw all that moist pink
eshy his dick slammed against .hi_s;z;,i'pp.ez. -
-His gaze shifted from her, corapletely naked on his -
ed, to the clock. Ten minutes, Not-enough time to give
ér the slow first time kind of sex she deserved, but ask-
ngfor a rain check was.out of the question.

- “Condoms are in'the bathroom:” He shot off the bed,

baby blues,
. “"You okay with this?" ke asked. A
Nodding, she reached up and-staited unbuttoning
shirt from the bottomn up. Loosening only one button,sh
ran her hand across his stomach then shifted lower, Sh
slipped her hands-iriside his jeans, The tips of her finger
brushed against his ‘aching dick, and: it was his turn
hiss, “1 -think‘)fou’ajepkay with if, too.” ‘ .
Working on losing ‘the shirt, he smelled her scent-
‘his hand. Unable to'resist, he tan his- _
When he saw her watching him, he took his
into kis mouth, “You taste good”, ‘
Yanking his shirt off, he unzipped his pants. Then,
wanting 1o see her; all of her—more than he wanted. to:
lose his-clothes-—he chatiged.directions,You -don’t need
this.” He canght her shirt and pulled it over her head:
Her breasts jiggled and-while the idea of Kissing his way:
down her body oscurred to-him; his‘patience—or time
didn’t allow it, Ha lowered his lips to the round mounds of:
-flesh, and took one tight pink nipple into.his mouth, She.

Nikki heard him walk out. She-couldn’t ever remem-
‘ber being this aroused, this totally not caring.if it was
right or wrong, “Hutry,” she muttered, B

He appeared at the door seconds later, a smal! foil pac.k
1 his hands. She- watched him shuck off his pants. His
SOX,-50 hard, bounced up and slappec_l‘against his ab'do-
men. Swallowing, she realized Tyler hadn’t been joking,
Thete was plenty-of Dallas to love.

moaned.

While -his lips ‘worked ‘on her breast, he hitched his:
thumb in.the elastic band of her pajama bottoms and.




298 . Chisiie fraig - - ,

The matiress bounced with an.
visitor, Bud dropped down beside her,
face‘'on his paws and staring at her.

“Down, Bud,” Dallas snapped. The dog rust
heard the serionsness in his tone, because he Jjumpe
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< Was on 1op of her, Keeping -
~he adjusted hig legs until things.
south litied up. She felt the cool tips -of the condom
Miher. center. Closing her eyes, she pressed her head back
hie-piliow and waited to fee] him enter her, :

‘No. Open those baby blues. I want to see you when I
enter you.” - _ ‘ :
he did-as. requested and he pughed inside, Slow, casy, .
Eien wet with want, his fit Wwas tight, hitting nerve eqd-

g8 $he didn’t know she had. Her breath canghe,

he asked, his voice strained as he slowly

resting his wrj

the bed,

Dallas stretched out beside her. “We have a prob _
“Problem?” She glanced down at hig sex, still standi
completely evect,
He laughed. “Not that kind of problem.” .
Realizing he'd read her thoughts, she blughe
kissed her cheek, then her neck. “We're short on tim
Ineed to kniow.how T can guarantee you'll-be happ
L...use my fingers?” He ran a finger down her ¢k
eircle her belly button; “R, use mytongue?” He fean
" and flicked his tongue at the edge of her lips, “Wh
very good at,” he added, “Op C, do you want me ide vshe didn't want to feel, But the-tight pleasure building
you?” He took her hand and wrapped it around him. SHEA ' '
gripped the smeoth, velvety organ and rubbed her g

over its inoist tip, He moaned and she loyed knowing;
was enjoying her touch, ‘

ed inside. , )
Yeah,” She managed to say, but she was better than

8y A sense of rightness filled her chest with every
W and measured in-and-out stroke. So right she knew

She wanted this, _ 3 .
‘Damn, you feel .good.” He dropped his forehead
gdinst hers, his gaze Staying on her eyes, as his strokes
Soame harder, deeper, : ,
She raised her hips to meet his and the sweet ache
tensified. The pace increased, and she heard a rumble
) & from his throat, She wrapped her legs around his
; t, and his nest thrust brought him deeper inside her,
2 higher. No awkward movements,
meved together like dancers who'knew éach other’s
Aact steps. Pushing toward somethitig wonderful, some-

not to think and just act, to loge the embarrassment §
replace it with boldness, “Is there not & D choice, a
the above?” .

He grinned and caught her hand, “If you keep dq
that, you're going to remove ¢ from the option list”
~ “Wouldn’t want to Iose option C.” She took the pa
from him and ripped it Open with her teeth. Then
tolied the thin piece of rubber over him, :

As s00m as the condom was in place, he rolled.

can’t last much longer,” he growled. :
He didn't have 0. Pleasure exploded inside her and hey
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entire body shook with sweet spasms of release. And w
it came clarity. This-was such a huge freaking tnista
His words from earlier rang in her head, ' not askh
Sor forever. _ ) i
What was he asking for? , :
She'd played with fire and she hadn’t just gott
singed. She was burnt. Burnt to a crisp. -
He gasped, then rolled to the side, taking her with. hit
Neithér moved for several seconds and thén he put a Kaiiy
on each sidé of her face and broughit her lips to-his, “Th
“wag—" '
“A mistake,” she finished. And instantly; for & tho
sand reasons, she wished she could take it back, And
she meant it. She closed her eyes tight and vowed

allas made the introductions. Tony; in complete cop
de, motioned: for them to sit, and Dallas found his
od changing, ‘ -

“Thanks for coming, Mr. Nance,” Tony said,

Your brother told me vou were on my side,” Nance

“Actually, I'm on the side of the law”
Nance™ looked at Dallas, “Bub-the law thinks I'm
guilty.”- : ‘
“Are you?” Tony asked, :
*T'haven’t doné shit)’ Nance said, his tone edgy, but
nest. “T went for a jog at 2 park a few months ago, and
next thing 1 know: I'h being slammed against the hood
a:police car and told I robbed a store, And now you're

bl

to cry. o _ ing to pina murder on me,” o
. *Noy; Hell, no; Look at me, Nikki.” “T just read your file.” Tony tapped the folder. “Seems
She opened her eyes, ke-your brothers have accumulated quite: a rap sheef,

“Why wag this e mistake?”
Because I must still believe in forever, :
- She stared into his.eyes. Because she was a.smidgs

away from falling in love with a guy who didn’t want o
ever. “Because sex makes me ravenous and there's nof
ing to eat” :

He laughed, and relief flashed in his eyes, *“Would:
‘chocelate-covered doughnut help?”

She forced herself to smile and Hie. *Perfect.”

fitd gangs and everything. You gonna tell me. you didn’t
gt pulled into it?” _ - ‘
Dallas, seeing panic fill the kid's eyes, clenched his
to keep-from telling Tony to-Back off; But.down deep,
allas knew hig brother was doing"his job; and today's
léeting was intended to help.. .
“They're ‘my- half brothers,” Nance said. “Ten years
der than me, I was raised by my grandmother. But
eah, they tried to get mie to follow in.their footsteps, tell-
ig me I conld have money and: girls, but I didn't do it. I
kept myself clean, sold.ice cream;at Baskin-Robbins and
otked ata friggin’ feed store; graduated and everything,

Less than.an hour later, Dallas was: still reeling and: g
almost giddy from the best damn sex he’d ever had; Wit
avery nervous Nance at his side, hie walked into the ints
view room of the Milter. Police. Department. His brothe

i ; cause of this, T lost my job, I got no money, no jab,
sitting at the table, closed a file and stood up,

gitl, and I'm innocent.”
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-for what? To get accused ‘of this shit anyway?. And .
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o tell her the good nEWS, For some- reason, Lef%-nn‘ had
instantly Hked Nikki dnd-was always asking him about

how things were going. Today he could tell her that Nikki

was pretty-much off the suspect list, .
-S}P;e stepped out and his breath caught. She wore a

peach-colored sundress, one of those drasses that made ~

a guy wonder how little was worn beneath it, She had her

hair pulled up with one of those clippy things that women

loved. and men loved to remove. Not that her hair didn't
" look nice. Several strands of warm brown hair hung down

to tease her shoulders and led the eye to ample cleavage
the dress revealed. Oh, hell, she was hot, And now he was
hot.'And hard. o

“You look...;” sexy as hell, “grea y .

“Thanks.” Her smile came off alt sass. “[ ordered Chi-
nese. [ hope that's okay” - : .

She walked past him and he got a whiff of something
she wags wearing, something that smelled like the color of
her dress, Peaches, ‘

“Yeah,” he said, and tepeated his vow that she would
make the first move, ' o

They ate, and over dinner he told her about N1kk1’;
“Thank God," she said. “She didn’t deserve that crap.
She cut him a glance. “Were you nice to her?” ‘

“T didn’t se¢ her today, but when I saw her and Dallas
at her gallery a few.days ago, I was nice.”

“Good,” She started stacking plates. When she .
reached, her scoop neckline scooped a ]itt‘le niore and_ gave -
him a wenderful view of her breasts. Warmith cau ghtinhis -
chest and spread lower, He couldn't l.1e1p but smile at how - 7
happy just...looking at her made him. feel. Happy to be :

this ciose. Not that he didn’t want to get closer.
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They did the dishes, Sever
dentally, she bumped into
they’d finished, she looked at
to say, but then she blinked'a
“T think I'l} go read”
shoulder, .
“More weight lifter stories7”
She grinned. “Maybe.” And then she sash
little, peach-covered ass o1t of the Kitchen, ‘
He counted to ten, begged for willpower and then went
to the extra bedrcom to get ready for his shower, Hel]
maybe, . . just maybe tonight she’d join him. And if not,

he was going to need a cold one. Of course, maybe it wag
time he take this game a step farther,

401

2l times, purposely or acei-
him. Sweet torttire, When
him.as if she had something
nd started out of the Kitchen,
She looked back over her

ayed hercute

LeAnn plopped onto her bed and mo aned into the cov-
- ers, 'Would the man do it already? What did she have to
i do-—put a sign on her back that said, “Will have sex, just
ry me?™ ‘

A knocked sounded at the door: She
yanked her dress top down a few inch
hemya bit. “Come in.”.

He stepped in. She Iooked up and gasped, :

“Gonna take a shower,” he said, and walked his bage-
ass self into the bathroom. “You're welcome to join me”
he added over his sheulder, o

As soon as the door clicked shut, she buried her face in
- a pillow and started laughing, ' ‘ '
Then, feéling brave, she jumped off the bed, slipped
the dress from her shoulders and wentto see if be needed
someone to wash his back. - '

grabbed her book,
&s and pulled up the
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Tony heard the bathroom door opsn, He held his

‘breath and prayed he hadn’t imagined it. Seconds later,
the door to the two-thah shower squeaked open,

~ “Need someone to wash your back?” She sounded

Nervous. ‘ ) . ‘

He turned and saw her,.nakéd and so dammn. beautifyl
it hurt to look at her. Warm steamn rose around thém, and
the spray of water hit his lower back. His heart pounded
-as he reached out and pulled her against him, Her nipples
were hatd as they brushed across his chest. He removed
the clip she still wore and her hair cascaded down around
her shouldets. ‘ B

“God, I missed you,” His voice came out hoarse.

FMe, to0,” she said. : :

Leaning down, he brushed his lips against her mouth.
He tasted the wine she'd drunk, He tasted the sweetness
of the fortune cookie she’d eaten, He tasted LeAnn and
nothing in his entire life tasted better, Hle wasn’t sure
how long they kissed-—a minute, maybe five. Never long
enough, , )
. She ran her hand up his chest and touched the scar

~on the corner of his shoulder. He grabbed her hand and
kissed her palm. Then he reached up and touched her
breasts. They feltripe and heavy and he wanted his mouth
there, Then he knew what he’d missed more than any-
thing. He knelt in front of her and kissed. the top of her
sweet mound. : .

“He heard her moan. LeAnn had never been shy about
leiting him know what she liked, and she liked i when
he used his tongue on her. He ran a finger down the sweet
cleft of her sex. Felt the slickness of her wanting, and then
touched her with his mouth. - '

CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE -

NIXKI HAD FORGOTTEN what it felt like to sit across the'.
table from a guy who had eyes just for her, To feel the:
sting of embartassment when her date looked at her like -
he was more interested in getting her naked than he was
ineating, - - . - . o
She’d had him drive her by her apartment so she. could:
get dressed. She had only one black party dress that suited:
the evening, but it fit really nice. She felt good in it. Dal _
las noticed, too. He hadn’t stopped making love to her.
with his eyes. As conflicted as she was about where things
between them were going, she decided that tonight she -
was goingto enjoy herself, .
But.when dinner was finished and she stepped on the:
dance floor and intc his arms, Nikki knew how imperax
tive it was that she leave tomorrow. She wasw’t falling
in love with Dallas 'Connor, she was smack-dab in the.:
middle of it. But for tonight she was going to pretend it
wasn't going to end. Tomorrow, she'd pick up the pieces:’
and try to put herself back together.
* * *
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He'd barely gotten started when she screamed out and
collapsed against the tiled wall, Before he realized it,
she’d siipped. He caught her, but they both went down,
sitting on the floor of the shower, '

“You okay?” he asked, laughing, -

“Yeah,” she said, breathing hard and grinning. “Y think
you knocked me off my feet” :

" Shie reached out and wrapped her hand around him,
shifting it up and down, slowly. Then she leaned over. As
her head came into his lap, he stopped her. “No, T want the
first time to be inside you.”

“Okay,” she said. “But how about I just
leaned down and ran her tongue over the tip-of his sex.

He caught her head and puiled her up, “Do that ons
more time and I swear I'll. come.” .

“Poor thing,” she teased and ran her finger over his tip

“again then popped thé sweet little digit into her mouth and
slowly pulled it out, . :

“You want me to explode right now, don’t you?” Tony
1ose, turned off the water, pulled her up end carried her
into their bedroom. And for the first time in almost nine
months, he made love to his wife.

Slow sweet love that told her just how much he'd

missed her. How much he loved her, How happy he was

to be back in her life. And most important of all, that he ‘ -

would never leave hér again.

' Dallas couldn’t wait to get that little black dress off
Nikki. All night she'd teased. himn about what color her
underwear was. He'd guessed black, He knew women
liked matching things. But she swore she'd decided to be
daring tonight, Maybe she’d worn red? Red was daring.

do this?” She -
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Oh, hell, he wanted to sge her underweat, then he wanted
to remove it and slide inside het, Him hard. Her wet, He
wanted to make her scream his name—over. and over
again. Then he wanted her to promise him she wouldn't
leave tomorrow. For a second, he considéred asking her o
move in with him, but that didn’t foel right. Just thinking
about it sent him into emoffona! overload, .

He shoved that aside and tried to just think about the
‘here and now. ‘

When they stepped into his apartment, she spent
way too long greeting Bud, “Hey, it’s my time,” Dallas
complained. ) : -

Giggling, she stood and walked down the hall. “I’ll be
just a second.” :

When she stopped by the bathroom, he puiled her

-against his hard-om, letting her know how badly he
wanted her. “Hurry,! :

Movjng into the bedroom, he found the leftover rose
petals he hadn't wsed the other night, He gave them a
sniff test and then shook them over the bed, Dimming the'
lights, leaving just-enough to enjoy the view, he removed
his clothes and crawled in bed and waited, His dick
saluted the ceiling. Damn, even he had to admit it was
quite impressive. He thought he heard a door open, but he
didn’t see the light from the bathroom spill into the hall,

Footsteps sounded and he grew harder thinking abeut
seeing het, wondering if she’d come in only wearing her
underwear. Or would she seve him the trouble of remov-
ing them? Bither option appealed. _ :

She appeared at the doorway, wearing something long.

“What you got on?” He leaned on his elbow and hoped
she’d be impressed with the wood he was packing.
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She moved inside the room, “Not very much,” He tried to think how he could have let this happen,
The voice, - , : o “Every other weekend,”” he snapped at hey, “Your ex only -
“Shit!” He sprang up and grabbed for the lamp switch. gets the kids the first and the third weekend, You weren’t sup-
Right before he turned it, the bathroom light spilled into posed to be here.” He had to work tokeep from scteahing,
the hall, Both lights flooded the taom. His gaze shot to the “Since I didn't come last week, I found a sitter and
B doorway where Nikki stood deliciously naked, His gaze theught I'd surprise you,”. ‘
cut to Suzan—also naked, a trench: coat around her feet, " Heraked g hand through his hair, “T want you to feave,
Nikki looked at Suzan, then at him, Her syes widened okay? Leave the key, It's over, Got it?* , '
in shock. : He tried not to sound furioys at her, but he was, Or
Suzan looked at Nikki and her eyes widened in some- maybe it wasn't- Suzan e was furious with, but himself
thing less than shock, - He'd fucked up. Royally. : ‘
¢ Dallas tried fo breath, His Iings refused to work. Since - When Suzan came out of his bedroom, she wore the
he was fourteen, he'd fantasized about this happening. trench coat. She locked at him and said, “Sorry” Thig
! But this wasn't how it was supposed‘ta go, o time it sounded real, Not that it helped, -
: " Nikki let ont g jarring. screech and coverad herself “Me, t00,” e said and he meant it, too, ,
with her hands, . ' “She’s leaving; Nikki” He lsaned his head on the door.
Suzan smiled, “This could be fun”- ° : “She doesn’t have to.” Nikki called back. “I'm out of - -
Nikki looked at him with so much hurt, his chest here,” '
gtipped. Then she turned and ran, The bathroom door o
slammed, _ _  Abaut twenty minutes later, Nikki realized she
Hold on to her, son. You'll regret it if you don’t. His couldn’t stay in his bathroom forever, so she took a deep
dad’s words of wisdom played again in his head. . breath and walked out, - ‘ '
“Fuck!” Dallas Jackknifed off the bed. His earlier He stood leaning against the hallway, still naked,
hard-on. was gene, Lost, Completely limp, “That wasn’t what it séemed.” .
 He ran to the bathroom door, “Nikki?"” He tried to “Really,” she said, swearing on everything holy that
open it. It was locked, He could hear-her breathing, as if . she wasn't going cry. “Did I just imagine 2 naked woman
she was hyperventilating, _ standing in yout bedroom?” : o
Suzan, still naked, appeared at his bedroom door, . “No, but—" - _
“There’s a problem, isn't there?” “Then how is it not what it seemed?” Storming past -
- “Yes! Get your coat on.” o him, she snagged her purse, '
“T'm sorry” she said, but she didn’t sound sorry, “[ He moved in front of the door, T haven't slept with her

thought. .. we had a- thing” since I met you, You can't hold this against me”. -
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Nikki nearly choked on her bread. What? No conde-
.scending remark about her lack of manners? Jack was play-

'ing nice, Jack never played mce unless be reqlly wanted

something,

.Did he want her back that baclly? It wouldn t change
anything, but whose ego couldn’t use stroking?

"He picked up his linen napkin.and dabbed at his fore-
head where she'd just noticed lie was sweating, Sweating
was right up there with playing nice, Jack didn't sweat,. . .

‘Het pinching gut said something was up and it had to
do with more than just her. She leaned in. “What's gomg

-on, Jack?”

Dallas O'Connor walked into, the building_that hou‘séd
both his business and apartment, Stopping just inside the
doorway, he waited. Five seconds, Ten. When Bud didn’t
greet him, Dallas looked over at the coffin against the
neatby wall. Someone had opened the dang thing again.

He growled low in his throat, “Get out of there.”

One soulful decond later, Bud—short for “Bud-

. weiser"—raised his head from inside the coffin and [

- rested his hanging jowls on the edge of the polished
wooden box. The pain of being chastised flashed in his
huge bug eyes. Bud, an Enghsh bulldog. hated being
chastised.

“Out,” Dallas said, Iowermg his voice, “It’s not-2
doggy-bed.”
- The prior owners of the building, which had been a
funeral home, had Ieft the damn casket when they moved

out six ‘months ago. Dallas had called and left numerous .
messages asking them o remove the dang thing, but no -

_response, The last time he'd told them they had one mote
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week, and he was going to seil it on eBay. He was tired of
having to-explain the casket to his clients,

The dog leaped out of the coffin and barreled over
to Dallas, After one swipe over the dog’s side, Dallas
glanced at his watch and shot back to the office. He found
Tyler, one of his Don't Mess with Texas Private Investi-

.gations partners, listening to the police scanner, as as

he watched the television, Tyler's expression had worty
stamped all oVer it, too.

" “He hasn't called yet?” Dallas removed his- gun from
his holster and placed it in his desk—a habit he hadn’t
broken from the seven years he'd worked for the Glencoe

.Police Department, Seven years he wished he could get

back, The only good thing that had come from those years
was the friendship of his PI partners, Tylet and Austin,

Tyler glanced away from the te]awswu “Not a word,
Any luck at the park?”

“There were two female j Jog gers, but neither of them ﬁt
the description Nance gave.”

Frowning, Tyler leaned back in his. chair. “Pm afraid
we're not going to get anything to save this kid. He’s going
1o go down for robbery.”

“It’s not over.” No way would Dallas let that innocent
boy do time. But right now, both he and Tyler should be
worried about one of their own. Dallas motioned fo-the
police scanner, “Have the cops been called out yet?”

Tyler nodded and concern pinched his brows, making

- the two-inch scar over his right eye stretch tighter. “Thmy

minutes ago.”
“Shit,” Dallas said. “Why the hell hasn't he called?” -
- “You know Austin,” Tyler said. “He's a lone wolf”
“That’s not how we operate,” Dallas said, butin his gut
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four. yedrs she’d loved him, Adored him. Her world had Y When Dallas had found thé building and approached

4 Tyler and Austin about opening Dor’t Mess with ‘Texas,
to be the wife he wanted, and then he broke her heart. ]

revolved around him, trying to make him happy, trying

“Don’tthink about it,”
“Pon’t think about what?” 2 male voice asked from
the door

Dallas; shirtless, parked between Austin’s and Tyler's
cars i front of the office. Grabbing his hurled-on shirt

from:the- floorboard, he hurried inside. Bud, his tongue -
hangingout and his whole short and stocky body wagging

in joy at his master’s return, methim at the door.

© “Hey; Bud." Kneelmg, he patted the dog, “No!* Dallas
said when the canine went straight for his shoes as if he
smelled something appetizing. In a hurry, Dallas stood

Bud followed——his paws clicking against the hardwood as
" they. went, and his hose still sniffing the air.

Popping his head in the office door, Dallas said to his |

partners;“Do me a favor and Google a Nikki Hunt and

give:ine the highlights of what you find. Then get me the j :

address to Venny's Restaurant while I take a really, really. !
fast shower” He met Austin’s gaze. “Good job on the
Nance-case. T owe-you a beer.”

Tyler tapped intc his computer “Nikki Hunt, come to

Papa.” He locked up. “What’s up? Did the woman steal

the shirt off your back?”
. “Not.quite,” Dallas said. He'd tell them later and give

them a good {augh—not that he thought it was all that :

funny But the guys-at the scene:hadn't stopped laughing
when fie left. Frowning, Dallas headed down the hall with
Bud following. Home, sweet home,
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their own PI agency, both guys had flinched at the price -

| of the building. Dallas remedied that- by paying the extra
1 fifty thousand and having a portion of the bulldmg con-
| verted into a small apartmient,

Stepping into his bathroom, he started to toss his shirt

- | into the-dizty clothes but tossed it in the garbage mstead
{ Kicking off his shbes, he set them up on the counter, away

from Bud. Undressed, not even waiting for the water to

warm, he popped .into the shower, lathered, tinsed, and
then grabbed a towel,

| Half-dressed moments later, he openad the door that

led into the hal]way back to the office. “Get anything?”

| he called,
and ‘walked toward the office where he'd heard voices. |

“There’s two Nikki Hunts " Tylet called back “One's
| 4 dancer at a men's club~—very hot—the other’s an artist
1 and almost as hot, Which is §he?”
| “You know which one we're voting for, don’t you’»‘”
| Austin called out,
Dallas slipped a shist over hlS head and envisioned the
. woman back at the parkmg lot. She'd been hot, but was
[ she the stripper kind of hot? Were strippers that soft?
“T don't know,” he answered and ran a hand through
h1s wet hair. “They both local?”
“Almost,” Austin answered.
" Houston.”!
i “Blond?” Dallas offered.
“Both blond,” Tyler’s laughter rang out, “Walt Iknow :
' Is she 2, Cor-double D?”- :
#C,” Dallas answered.
“The artist wins,” Tyler answered.

l

“The stripper’s  in
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you.know how long it’s been since I've been happy? Oh, .
and 1 Jove-your body, I really love your body.”?
She siiled, *I love yoy, too’

- “And. my. body?” he asked, his bjue eyes twmkhng-

with sexy huinot.

She 1aughed again. “Ilove your body, too." She pressed '

~a quick kiss on his lips. “No more one-day-at-a-nme
crap?”
“Oh, hell no” He pulled her close agaln. “We're gomg
for the long haui *

TEASER OPENER
TK
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CHAPTER ONF

“SPIDERS. DEFINITELY SPIDERS.”

“Dor’t forget snakes,”

“Trust me, it’s clowns.” Zoe Adams removed her wait-
ress apron and added her two cents to the conversation the
other waitresses of Cookie’s Café wete having on their
biggest fears: She plopped down on.one of the stools lin-
ing the breakfast counter, and pulled out her tips to count
them. She hoped she had enough to paythe rent. Looking
up at the-othet diner employees, she .added, “And consid-
ering nry regular gig is that of kindergarten téacher, P've
had to face that fear more times than I care to admit”

“T'd take & clown over a spider any day of the week,”
said Jamie, Like Zoe, she was in het mid-twentjes.

] ¢an step on a spider,” Zoe said looking from Jamie

to Beth and Melinda. “Clowns are too big for my size

. sixes,” She-heldup her foot, “I'don’t know what it is, but I

see one and it’s like I hear scary music and my mind starts
flashing. Friday the 13th images.” In truth, clowns weren’t
her biggest fear. Sraall, dark places-scared Zoe more than
anything, Not that she’d ever share that with the ladies at
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“I heard that the old man isn't doing so well. The kids

and grandkids aze zlready fighting ‘over his inheritance,

Lucky for me, all I've got is this run-down café, and nei-
ther of my kids want anything to do with it”

~ “It’s not 50 run-down,” Zoe said. “Best food in town.”

. She spooned another dumpling and a big chunk of stewed

chicken into her mouth. _ :

Dixie chuckled. “That’s because you're not a citified

- gal-like my kids. My son ran off to California to learn

to talk like they do on the six o'clock news, Woiks for

a radio station out there. Boy’s ashamed of his southern -

roots, And my daughter—you wouldn’t catch a dumpling
‘within six feet of her lips. Says she’s allergic io carbs”
2ot frowned. “I haven't met a carb I haven't loved.
- $3uess it shows, too. Il bet IPve gained five pounds since [
started working here,”

“And. you're weazing it well, too, honey. You should
seethe guys checking out your butt when you walk away.”
Dixie looked back at the computer screen. “If you're real
curious about the Bradfords, you should ask those PIs
who .come in for my. chili cheeseburgérs on Tuesdays,
They do something for the Bradfords

Zoe’s interest peaked, “What PIs?"” She surely didn't
have money to hire & private investigator, but if they had
knowledge of the Bradfords, she could at least ask them
some questions. How much would they charge just to talk
fo her? Nothing, she hoped. -

“Those three hunk-a-hunk mex, two dark haired and
one blond. All of them droo] worthy, especially that Tyler

{Lopez. They own that PI agency, same nams as the litter
campaign, Don't Mess with Texas.” Dixié shook her head.
“Are you seriously telling me you haven't noticed them?”
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“Zoe tried to think. “They only come in on Thesdays?”
While she didn't recall them, she mentally stored away
the title of the agency, - B

Dixie dropped her Spoon in her bowl. “Gin, Jou are
either blind or a lesbian not to have noticed them”

“Neither. Self-preservation. Just ‘mending » broken

heatt,” Zoe said hottestly. “I'm not sure mien are worth the

risk 5o I've trained myself not to notice things like sexy
bedroorm eyes or wide shoulders.” But she was getting a
litt]e,breathlgass Just thinking about it. Maybe she should
reconsider. dating againn, I¥ for no other reason than to

“have someone call her &very now and then, and make her .
- cell phone worth its monthly charge. -

“Oh, honey, these would be worth it, Then ‘again,
‘cause I like ya, if you noticed them too much I'd reef you
in so fast you'd leave skid marks on my linoleym ”

“What's wrong with them?” Zoe tried to feign onty a
mild curiosity while she pushed another dumpling around
her bowl, But on the inside she was chomping at the bit
and felt ber excitement growing by leaps and bounds, This
might be her one big break, The one that answered the
questions Zoe had been Iooking for all her life—questions
that had exploded after seeing the special on the unsolved
miystery on the Bradford Kidnapping and murder,

_God Knew all her other plans had seemed to fail. Phone
callsto the Bradford businesses, a visit to thejr lawyer,
and even a couple of drop-in visits to the mansion—not
that she'd gotten-past the security gate, The last time she'd
been told by one security guard that if he saw her there
again, he was calling the cops. S

Heck, she'd even tried- following the limo when
they'd left the house, and got herself a nice little tickes
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for running a red light that she didn’t run. The cop who
gave her the ticket suggested she go find another old fart
to attempt to seduce because Mr, Bradford wasn’t in the
market for an Anna Nicole,
“Nothing wrong with them if you like suspccted mut-
derers.” Dixie arched het painted brow.
. “They're murderers?” Zoe asked. . y

“I-said suspected. They used to be cops. Supposedly

they got involved in some seedy drug deals, and then they
got arrested for brutally murdering this couple. Practi-
cally decapitated the worman.” She ran a finger across het

neck. “If was big news in town. Then they got convicted

and ‘went to jail”

: . Zoe reached up to touch her neck and felt her jaw fall
open a bit, “And what? They escape every 'Iuesday just for
your chili cheeseburgers?”

Dixie laughed, “Hey, my cooking’s that good. But
actually, they got let go.”

*So they're not gmlty‘?” Zoo really hoped that was the
case. If she was going to look them up, and you could bet
she was, she'd like it if they weren’t really murderers.

“Well, that depends on who you talk to. You know
small towns, folks around here get one thing in their

mind and changing it is abolit as easy as thewing glass. -

My neighbor has.a son-in-law who works forthe Glencoe
_Police Department where they worked. According to him,
they had thiose three down and dirty. But them they got
themselves... What you call that when.the govemor lsts
someone go?”
“Pardoned?”’ Zoe asksd. .
“No, the other word. Oh, yeeh. Exonerated. That’s
what they got.”
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“Dixie,” Jamie called from out front. “Lunch crowd is
dripping inn.”

“Guess I'm on: again” Dixie stood up and pressed a
hand -on Zce’s shoulder. “I like you, kid. I really wish
yow'd stick arcund here.”

Emotion filled Zoe's chest, Reachmg back, Zoe put
her hand on top of Dixie's. “I like you, too, But I've a job
waiting for me in Alabama.” '

As soon as Dixie ‘disappeared, Zoe sat there a few
minutes letting that wonderful feeling of hearing Dixie's
words stir in her’ chest. Nothing like feeling someone
actually cared about you.

Then she shifted het thinking gears and wondered if
she shoulé wait until Tuesday and hope the PI threesome
showed up, or if she shonld take matters. into her own
hands. A surge of i 1mpancnce stirred inside her and she hit
the Google search engine, Typing in the agency name, she
whispered, “Come to Mama.” Then she reached up and
touched her neck again, hoping her impatierice didn’ tlead
to her losing her head. Figuratively, of course.

Less than thirty minutes later, Zoé parked in front of

| the Don’t Mess with Texas building, The sign in the win- {

dow read they were open. The fact that.her little Google:

_-search infomtied her that unti! recently the place of busi-
* ness had housed a funeral home almost seemed absurd.

Convicted—albeit exonerated—murderers had bought
an old funeral home to house their business. Was there
not something slightly off about that? Maybe three angry
ex-cops making a point to the townsfolk who'd judged

- them unfairly?

But stightly off, or angry men or not, she wanted
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
AUSTIN DIVISION

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION
Plaintiff, CIVIL ACTION NO.

V.

CHRISTIE CRAIG, BARNES & NOBLE, INC.
HACHETTE BOOK GROUP USA,

and GRAND CENTRAL PUBLISHING

JURY DEMANDED

Defendants.

L0 O LN LN LD U LN D U LD WD LD U

Declaration in Support of Complaint and Application for Temporary Restraining
Order and Preliminary and Permanent Injunctive Relief

1, the undersigned, DECLARE THAT I am authorized to e);ecute this Declaration
on behalf of the Texas Department of Transportation, a Texas state agency, having an
address of 125 E. 11th Street, Austin, Texas 78701-2483 (“TxDOT”) and declare as
follows:

1. I have read the attached Complaing, aﬁd the facts set forth therein are true,
to the best of my knowledge and belief.

2. I have been empleyed with the TxDOT since May 17, 2004. 1 am familiar
with all facets of TxDOT, including the use of the mark DON’T MESS WITH TEXAS
by TxDOT, the advertising by TxDOT of its goods and services under these trademarks,
the revenues enjoyed by TxDOT, and the publicity and recognition that the goods and
services bearing these marks have received.

3. TxDOT first used the DON’T MESS WITH TEXAS mark at least as early



as 1985 in connection with anti-litter campaigns, and has continuously used the mark in
connection with those goods or services since that date. TxDOT has also used the
DON’T MESS WITH TEXAS marks in connection with printe& materials and clothing as
.of 1986, as well as in connection with Iﬁally other items as diverse as key' chains, jewelry,
beverage containers, decorative magnets, metal signs, flashlights or luggage tags since
that time. TxDOT has continuously used the DON’T MESS WITH TEXAS marks in
connection with these goods or services since the dates of first use set forth in the
respective registration certificates. | |

4. The DON’T MESS WITH TEXAS marks have become distinctive of the
TxDOT’s goods and services through TxDOT’s substantially exclusive and continuous
use in commerce, or through such licensed use of the mark that has been granted by
TxDOT (for sxample, TxDOT licensed use of the DON’T MESS WITH TEXAS mark
for use in conjunction with a book regarding TxDOT and the creatibn of the mark that is
currently offered and sold by at least one of the named defendants).

5. TxDOT’s DON’T MESS WITH TEXAS marks were distinctive for the
goods and services offered thereunder, and famous, by virtue of the advertising,
promotions, marketing, and expenditures by TxDOT since 1985, as indicated by the
exhibits attached to. the Complaint. All of the exhibits from TxDOT that are attached to
the Complaint are true and correct copies of the documents they purport to be. The
DON’T MESS WITH TEXAS marics were distinctive prior to the proposed publication
of Defendants’ book entitted “Don’t Mess with Texas.”

6. By 1996, for example, TXDOT had been using the DON’T MESS WITH

TEXAS marks for approximately 11 years. In that time frame, TXDOT had spent in



excess of $20 million in publicizing and advertising its goods and services under the
DONT MESS WITH TEXAS mark.

7. T XDOT' has used its advértising budget to establish its presence in print
media, television, and radio. For example, television ads featuring TXDOT’s trademarks
have been viewed in virtually every city and town in Texas since 1985, As a result of
such widespread usage, a survey found that the DbN’T MESS WITH TEXAS mark was
recognized by over 95% of the population in Texas alone.

8. As a resuit of the extensive use, promotional activities, pubiicity,
recognition and revenues, the DON’T MESS WITH TEXAS marks became distinctive of
the goods and services of TxDOT well prior to the proposed publication and sale of the
book entitled “Don’t Mess with Texas.” |

9. TxDOT’s use of the DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS trademarks‘ in
connection with various goods or services has been open, obvious and widespread, and
- occurred for years prior to the Defendants’ plan to publish a ;oook with a title that is the
same as TxDOT’s famous mark. Defendants not only knew of TxDOT and its DON’T
MESS WITH TEXAS 1ﬁarks, Defendants purposefully and intentionally refer to the
DON’T MESS WITH TEXAS mark in the context of thé book, and in connection with
TxDOT’s services (see p. 436 from the book, which is attached as an exhibit to the
Complaint). |

10.  Defendants’ book is a “romance n.ox-fe].,” which refers to various sexual
acts and states of sexual a.rousél. The DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS mark is used in
connection with more “family friendly” advertising and products, and not only does not

convey the messages or themes contained in the book, TxDOT does not want its famous



mark to convey such a message or theme, or be associated with such subjects.

11, If Defendants are allowed to publish their book entitled “Don’t Mess with
Texas,” consumers will be confused, and will think that TxDOT has sponsored,
apptoved, or is otherwise affiliated with, Defendants and the book at issue. If Defendants
are allowed to publish their book entitled “Don’t Mess with Texas,” the mark will no
longer serve to identify and distinguish TxDOT’s producis and services; instead, the book
title will create a likelihood of association with TxDOT’s mark, will impair the
distinctiveness of TxDOT’s famous Mark, and will harm the reputation of TxDOT’s
mark. As a result, irreparable harm will result to TxDOT, the State of Texas, and to the
valuable goodwill inherent in the DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS mark.

| 12.  All statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and all
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further, these
statements are made with the knowledge that willful, false statements and the like so

made are punishable by fine or imptrisonment or both, under § 1001 of Title 18 of the

Lo A%;?,

gignature

United States Code.

Judiet U. King

Printed Name

Associate General Counsel

Title

August 19, 2011

Date



