
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FORTHE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

AlexandriaDivision

DOROTHY WINDSOR

Plaintiff,

MICHAEL J. ASTRUE,
Commissioner,Social Security
Administration

Defendant.

)

No. l:10-cv-635(AJT/TCB)

MEMORANDUM OPINION

Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 405(g), Dorothy Windsor("plaintiff") seeks judicial

review of thefinal decisionof the defendant. Commissionerof the Social Security

Administration ("Commissioner" or "defendant") denyingplaintiffs claim for disability

insurance benefits ("DIB") under Title IIof the Social Security Act ("SSA" or "the Act"),

42 U.S.C. §§ 401-433. The recordhasbeenfiled andthe caseis now beforethe Court on

cross-motions for summary judgment (Doc. No. 12 and 14). The dispositive issue is

whetherthe Commissioner'sdecisionis supportedby substantialevidence.

In her Motion forSummaryJudgment,plaintiff contendsthat theCommissioner's

decision is not supported bysubstantialevidence and should therefore be reversed

because:(1) thedeterminationsof theadministrativelawjudge ("ALJ")fail to specifya

particulardegreeof handusageimpairmentto supporthisdeterminationthat the plaintiff

has residualfunctional capacityto perform her pastrelevantwork; (2) the ALJ and the

Appeals Councilfailed to give appropriate weight to the treating physician's opinion and

appliedan incorrect legalstandard;and (3) theAIJ determinedthat thePlaintiff was "not
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