
IN THE UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURTFORTHE
EASTERNDISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

AlexandriaDivision

LESLIE PATTERSON,

Plaintiff,

V.

JOHN HAWSE and DENISE LAWHORN,

Defendants.

MEMORANDUM OPINION

On June30,2015,after the partiesarguedthe Defendants' Motion to Dismissthe

AmendedComplaint("Motion toDismiss"),themotionwasgrantedin part,with allclaims

againstJohn Hawsedismissed.Theremainingissueas towhetherDeniseLawhomwasimmune

from suitwastakenunderadvisement. OrderofJune30,2015[Dkt. No. 26].

PlaintiffLesliePatterson("Patterson"),thepastorof FirstBaptistChurchof Sterling(the

"Church"),broughtthisactionfordamagesagainsttwo agentsof theVirginia Departmentof

Taxation,DeniseLawhom("Lawhom")andJohnHawse("Hawse"),solely in theirindividual

capacities,raisingclaimsunder state lawofmaliciousprosecutionand under42U.S.C.§ 1983

for allegedviolationsof his FourthAmendment"rightnot[to] bearrestedorsubjectedto

criminalprosecution without probable cause." E.g.. Am. Compl. H52. The Amended Complaint

contains thefollowing allegationsin supportof these claims.

Pattersonand his wife were firstarrestedon October27,2011,basedon felony warrants

chargingembezzlement,filing false personaltax returns, andreceivingmoney under false

pretenses.Theembezzlementchargeswere dismissedfor lack ofevidenceon Febmary27,

2012. Id H26. TheCommonwealthsubsequently dropped all remaining charges against

Pattersonon June 19, 2012, afterneitherhis original personal taxretumsnor theamended
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