
IN THE UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT

FORTHE EASTERNDISTRICT OFVIRGINIA

AlexandriaDivision

OSAMA M. ABUIRSHAID,

Plaintiff,

V.

JEHJOHNSON,e/fl/.,

Defendants.

CaseNo. l:15-cv-I113

MEMORANDUM OPINION

In this suit, a naturalization applicantseeks mandamusand injunctive relief

against officialsof the Departmentof Homeland Security ("DHS"), whom he alleges

have unreasonablydelayed and denied action on his naturalization application on

unconstitutionalgrounds, including his nationality (Jordanian),ethnicity (Arab), and

religion (Muslim). Defendants have moved to dismiss for lackof jurisdiction and for

failure to state a claim. As thematterhas been fullybriefedand argued, it is now ripe for

disposition. For the reasons stated here,defendants'motions must be granted both

becauseplaintiff has failed to exhaust his administrative remedies and because there is no

factual or legal basis for a writof mandamus.

1.

Before setting forth the facts, it is useful todescribebriefly the statutorycontext

pertinent to the naturalization application process. Sections 1427 and 1429of Title 8

provide that "[n]o person ... shall be naturalizedunless," inter alia, (i) he has been

lawfully admittedto the United States forpermanentresidence,and thereafter"resided
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