
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

Alexandria Division

William J. Benjamin Koopman,

Plaintiff,

Naveen Shah, et al.

Defendants.

Case No. l:19-cv-0959

Hon. Liam O'Grady

MEMORANDUM OPINION AND ORDER

Before the Court are the Parties' cross-motions for summary judgment (Dkts. 83, 86).

For the reasons stated below, the Court GRANTS Mr. Koopman's motion summary judgment

(Dkt. 83), and GRANTS IN PART Defendants' motion for summary judgment (Dkt. 86).

BACKGROUND

This dispute stems from a failed attempt to implement a hotel management business.

Plaintiff Ben Koopman is a career hotel management executive. Dkt. 84, at 3, ̂  1. Defendant

Naveen Shah is the President and CEO of Defendant Navika Group of Companies LLC

("Navika"). Id. 15. Navika is a holding company that "owns and manages real estate across the

United States, including a portfolio of full and limited-service hotels." Id.

Mr. Shah and Navika first worked with Mr. Koopman in or about 2010, when Mr.

Koopman managed several of Navika's hotels as Vice President of Operations for a third-party

entity, Jackson Hospitality Services. Dkt. 87-2, at 133. This relationship was short-lived; Mr.

Shah and Navika fired Mr. Koopman and his company for a "lack of competence." See id. at

132-33.
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