
IN THE UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT

FORTHE EASTERNDISTRICT OFVIRGINIA

RichmondDivision

ALBERT THOMAS,

Petitioner,
V. Civil Action No. 3:14CV12

HAROLD W. CLARKE,

Respondent.

MEMORANDUM OPINION

Albert Thomas, a former Virginia inmate proceedingpro se, filed this petition for a writ

of habeas corpus under 28 U.S.C. § 2254 ("§ 2254 Petition," ECF No. 1)challengingthe

Virginia Departmentof Corrections'("VDOC") calculationof his release date. OnDecember

18, 2014, theMagistrate Judge issued aReport and Recommendationthat recommended

dismissingtheactionasmoot, denyingRespondent'sMotion to Dismissasmoot, anddenying

Thomas'sMotion to GrantHabeasCorpusasmoot. The CourtadvisedThomasthat he could

file objectionswithin fourteen(14) days after the entry of theReport andRecommendation.

Thomashas notresponded.

"The magistratemakesonly a recommendationto thiscourt. Therecommendationhas

no presumptiveweight, and theresponsibilityto makea final determinationremainswith this

court." Estradav. WitkowskU 816 F. Supp. 408, 410 (D.S.C. 1993) (citing Mathewsv. Weber,

423 U.S. 261, 270-71 (1976)). This Court "shall make a de novo determinationof those portions

of the report or specified proposed findings or recommendations to which objection is made." 28

U.S.C. § 636(b)(1). "The filingofobjections to amagistrate'sreport enables the district judge to

focus attention on those issues—factual and legal—that are at the heartof the parties'dispute."

Thomasv. Arn, 474 U.S. 140, 147 (1985). In the absenceof a specific written objection,this
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