
IN THE UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT

FORTHE EASTERNDISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

RichmondDivision

INNOSPECLTD.,

Plaintiff,

V. Civil Action No. 3:14-cv-158-JAG

ETHYL CORPORATION,

Defendant.

MEMORANDUM OPINION

This mattercomesbeforethe Courton thedefendant'sMotion to CompelArbitration. (Dk.

No. 20.) In this action, Innospecseeks adeclaratoryjudgmentstating that it has the right to

terminate its requirementscontract with Ethyl Corporation becauseof changed, previously

unforeseeableeconomicconditions. Ethyl now asks theCourt to compelthe matterto arbitration

and either stay proceedingsor dismiss the claim outright. Although Ethyl urges the Court to

determinethe arbitrability of Innospec'sclaim, the arbitration provision in the parties' contract

clearly andunmistakablycommitsquestionsof arbitrability to the arbitrator. The Court therefore

GRANTS the motionand DISMISSESthe claimwithout prejudice.

1. MaterialFacts

Innospec, a fueladditive manufacturer, entered a contract in 1998 to supply Ethyl

tetraethyl lead("TEL"), a lead-basedfuel additive, and amended theagreementin 2007 to tie the

price of TEL to the United Kingdom retail price index. With the global appetitefor leadedmotor

fuel substantiallyweakened,however,Innospecasks theCourt for a declaratoryjudgmentthat it
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