
IN THE UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT

FORTHE EASTERNDISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

RichmondDivision

DOROTHY WENZEL on behalfof

herselfand allotherssimilarly situated,

Plaintiff,

V. Civil CaseNo. 3:14cv432

GLADE M. KNIGHT, et al.,

Defendants.

MEMORANDUM OPINION

This matter comesbefore the Court on thedefendants'Motion to Transfer under 28

U.S.C. § 1404(a). (Dk. No. 15.) The defendants,two corporationsand the individuals who

managedand directedthosecorporations,ask the Court to transferthis action to the Eastern

District of New York. Becausethe plaintiffs choice of forum, party convenience,and the

interestof justicefavorsVirginia, theCourtDENIESthemotion.

I. Background'

DorothyWenzelbringsthis putativeclassactionon behalfof herselfandall shareholders

of two Richmond-basedreal estateinvestmenttrusts,Apple REIT Seven, Inc.C'A7"), and Apple

' "For theconvenienceof partiesandwitnesses,in theinterestof justice,a district court may
transferany civil actionto any otherdistrict ordivision whereit might havebeenbrought." 28
U.S.C.§ 1404(a). Section1404(a)provides'discretionin thedistrict courttoadjudicatemotions
for transfer accordingto an "individualized, case-by-caseconsiderationof convenienceand
fairness.'" StewartOrg., Inc. v. Ricoh Corp., 487U.S. 22, 29(1988) (quoting Van Dusenv.
Barrack, 376U.S. 612, 622(1964)). Thedefendantbearsthe burden ofproving that §1404(a)
counselsstrongly in favor of transfer.SeeGulfOil Corp. v. Gilbert, 330U.S. 501, 508 (1946)
("But unlessthebalanceis strongly in favor of thedefendant,theplaintiffs choiceof forum
shouldrarelybe disturbed.").
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