
IN THE UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT

FORTHE EASTERNDISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

RichmondDivision

ANTONYA O. HERRING,

Plaintiff,

V. CaseNo. 3:14-cv-738-JAG

CENTRAL STATE HOSPITAL,
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, et al.

Defendants.

OPINION

Antonya O. Herring, an African American woman, worked as anurseat Central State

Hospital ("CSH"), a psychiatrichospitalowned andoperatedby the Commonwealthof Virginia.

In October2012, apatientattackedHerring while she was on duty. ShebelievesCSH and her

supervisorsput her inthatsituationas aresultof race-basedstaffingdecisions. She filed this law

suit and namedas defendantsCSH and three of its employeesin their official and individual

capacities:Vicki Montgomery, the Director of CSH; Dr. S. Yarathra, Chief Psychiatristof

CSH'sForensicUnit; and BemadetteSpruill, the HeadSupervisorin the ForensicUnit.

The complaintlists three counts and seeks both moneydamagesand aninjunctionto stop

racial staffingdecisions. CountI alleges a denialof Herring'sright to equalprotection. CountII

allegesrace discrimination.' Count III says the defendantsviolated Herring's right to have

security presentduring the meeting with the violent patient and her right toimmediatelyleave

work to obtainmedicalattention.

' CountsI andII bothdealwith racial discrimination,andtheplaintiff doesnot sayhow CountII
differs from her Equal Protection claim in Count I. Count II contains only the sentence "Herring
restates and realleges thepreviousparagraphsset forth above andincorporatesthem by reference
herein." Compl.^ 72. TheCourt fmds CountII duplicatesCountI and sodismissesCountII.
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