
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

Richmond Division

THE CONSTITUTION PARTY OF VIRGINIA, et al.
Plaintiffs,

Civil Case No. 3:20-cv-349

VIRGINIA STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS, et al.,
Defendants.

OPINION

In Virginia, independent and minor party candidates seeking national office must collect

by petition a certain number of signatures from qualified voters to appear on the general election

ballot. In this case, the plaintiffs—^the Constitution Party of Virginia, Libertarian Party of

Virginia, Green Party of Virginia, and Independent Green Party of Virginia, their candidates

seeking to appear on the November, 2020 general election ballot, and some of the parties'

members—^have sued the Virginia State Board of Elections and its officials, seeking to suspend

the petition signature requirements for the November, 2020 general election. They contend that

the combination of the outbreak of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) and Virginia Governor

Ralph Northam's response to the outbreak have made it impossible for them to satisfy the signature

requirements. Thus, they allege that Virginia's petition signature requirements as applied to them

for this election cycle violate their First and Fourteenth Amendment rights pursuant to 42 U.S.C.

§ 1983.

The Court held a bench trial in this case on July 13, 2020. For the reasons set forth in this

Opinion, the Court concludes that Virginia's signature requirements impose a substantial burden

on the plaintiffs' First and Fourteenth Amendment rights as applied to this election cycle. Thus,

the Court analyzes the signature requirement under strict scrutiny. In light of COVID-19 and the
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