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W ILLIAM  T. W ADE,
Petitioner,

V.

COM M ONW EALTH O F VIR GINIA,
Respondent.

W illiam T. W ade, a Virginia inm ate proceeding pro K , filed a document in which he states

that he is appealing a decision from the Circuit Court for Franklin County, Virginia, to this court.

Petitioner filed a Gtm otion to vacate'' his state-court conviction with the Circuit Court for Franklin

County, and the Circuit Court told petitioner that it does not have jurisdiction to adjudicate the

m otion. Petitioner filed a notice of appeal to this court because petitioner believes the Circuit Court

has J'urisdiction to ad-judicate the motion to vacate.

l do not have appellate jurisdiction to review state court decisions.Thatjurisdiction is vested

in a state's appellate courts and the Supreme Court of the United States. A person in custody because

of a state courtjudgment may ask a federal district court to review a conviction by filing a habeas

corpus petition, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. j 2254. I decline to construe the notice of appeal as a 28

U.S.C. j 2254 petition for a writ of habeas corpus because petitioner's submissions do not

substantially follow the form petition and are not signed under penalty of perjury. Rule 2(c)(5)-(d),

Rules Governing j 2254 Cases. Accordingly, 1 dismiss this action without prejudice for Iack of

jurisdiction and direct the Clerk to send petitioner a form j 2254 petition.

The Clerk is directed to send a copy of this M emorandum Opinion and the accompanying

Order to petitioner.

ENTER : Th day of April, 2012.
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