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Plaintiff,

V. ORDER
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Chief United States District Judge

Defendantts).

civil rights action tmder 42

U.S.C. j 1983. He has now submitted a tGmotion for class certificationy'' stating his intention to

vindicate the religious rights of a group of inmates incarcerated with him. Upon review of the

record, it is now

AozcbcEowxo oRoElum

that plaintic s motion for certification of a class (ECF No. 12) is DENIED. The court cnnnot

certify a class in an action, such as this one, where a pro K  litigant seeks to represent the

interests of the class. Oxendine v. Willinms, 509 F.2d 1405, 1407 (4th Cir. 1975) (G1(I)t is plain

en'or to permit this imprisoned litigant who is lmassisted by cotmsel to represent his fellow

Plaintiff, a Virginia inmate m oceeding pro 
.
K, tsled this

inmates in a class action.'). In such cases, the court may allow individual plaintiffs each to bring

his own lawsu' it on the snme issue, stating his individual claims, or may appoint cotmsel to

represent a viable class of plaintiffs. Id. Cotmsel is appointed to a civil plaintiff only upon a

showing of exceptional circllmstances, however, and plaintiff has not demonstrated the presence

of such circtlmstances here. See United States v. $27.000.00, 865 F. Supp 339, 340-41
f'

(S.D.AW.V. 1994).

The Clerk is directed to send a copy of this order to the plaintiff.

ExTER: This AJ. dayorMay, 2015.

Cllief United States District Judge
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