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Civil Action No. 7:16-cv-00401

M EM OR ANDUM  OPINION

By: Hon. M ichael F. Urbanski
United States District Judge

Tony C. Ashby, a Virginia inmate proceeding pro .K, filed an initial submission that the

court liberally construed as a civil rights complaint ptlrsuant to 42 U.S.C. j 1983. Because the

construed pleading did not nnme a defendant, the court conditionally tlled the action, advised

Plaintiff that he failed to state a claim upon which relief may be granted, and granted him the

opporttmity to 5le an amended complaint.ln the caption of his response to that order, Plaintiff

named the Roanoke City Jail C1Jail'') as the sole defendant.

The court must dismiss the amended complaint because Plaintiff fails to name a Elperson''

acting under color of state 1aw as a defendant. Seee e.c., West v. Atkins, 487 U.S. 42, 48 (1988).

Plaintiff names only the Jail as a defendant, which is not amenable to suit via j 1983. See

Mccoy v. Chesapeake Com Ctr., 788 F. Supp. 890, 894 (E.D. Va. 1992) (reasoning localjails

are not appropriate defendants to j 1983 actions); see also Preval v. Reno, 57 F. Supp. 2d 307,

310 (E.D. Va. 1999) (ççg-flhe Piedmont Regional Jail is not a diperson,'' and therefore not

nmenable to suit tmder 42 U.S.C. j 1983.''), affd Lq part and rev'd iq part, 203 F.3d 821 (4th Cir.

2000), reported in full-text format at 2000 U.S. App. LEXIS 465, at *3, 2000 WL 20591, at * 1

(GThe court also properly determined that the Piedmont Regional Jail is not a tperson' and is

therefore not nmenable to suit under j 1983(.j''). Accordingly, Plaintiff presently fails to state a
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claim upon which relief may be granted, and the court dismisses the nmended complaint without

prejudice pursuant to 42 U.S.C. j 1997e(c)(1).

ENTER: Tllis I Y - day of November, 2016.
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United States District Judge
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