
a ww.œ=. ovj&  u.s. ast x uv
ATiGRM ONBURqVA

Fll Nn '

t' rfl 1 ï l r1 >'
IA . DLEX CLE .

Y:;
! r , K

IN TH E UN ITED STATES D ISTRICT COU RT
FOR TH E W ESTERN  DISTRICT OF W RGIN IA

ROAN OKE D IW SION

CEDRICK EURON DM PER,

Plaintiffy

W CTOR S. SKAFF, 1II

D efendant.

Case N o. 7:18cv00159

By: M ichael F. Uibansld

Chief United States Disttict Judge

M EM ORAN DUM  OPIN ION

Proceeding p-cq .K, plaintiff Cedrick Euton Dzaper fûed the instant complaint,

seeking leave to proceed Lq fot'ma au eris pursuant to 28 U.S.C. j 1915(a)(1). Draper's

complaint names one defendant, a Roanoke lawyer, and alleges breach of oral contract.

Federal courts are courts of limited jurisdicéon, and the court has an independent

obiigaéon to evaluate sua s onte its subject mattez jutisdiction over a clnim. See Arbau h v.

Y&H Co ., 546 U.S. 500, 514 (2006)9 see also 28 U.S.C. j 1915(e)(2)(B) (distdct cotuts have

a duty to scteen initial fllings and distniss a complaint filed Lq fozm a au eris at any time if

tlae cotu:t detezrnines that the action fails to state a cllim upon which relief can be granted).

Here, Draper states the court has federal question jtzrisdiction pursuant to 41 U.S.C. j 6503.

But that statazte governing government conttacts has no beazing on this state law breach of

contract cbim. Thus, the court does not have jurisdiction over tilis mattez under 28 U.S.C. j

1331. Noz is there divezsity juriscliction undez 28 U.S.C. j 1332, as lnoth pardes appeat to be

citizens of Virginia and the amount in conttoversy is less than $75,000. As it does not have

subject matter jutisdiction over this action, the' court must clismiss the complaint in its
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entirety. Arbaugh, 546 U.S. at 514.

Accordingly, Dzapez's application to proceed Lq fot'm a au eris will be GRAN TED

and this matter will be DISM ISSED and STRICKEN  from the active docket of the court.

An appropriate Ozder will be entered.
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M ichael F. Urban
Chief United States Districtludge
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