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" UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

JUDICTAL PANEL ON MULTIDISTRICT LITIGATION

CHAIRMAMN: MEMBERS; . 4 DIRECT REPLY TO:

Judge Win. Terrell Ilodges Tudge 0. Lowell Jengen Judge Kathryn H. Vrab ) )

United Slales District Court United States Diswict Court Uniked States [Nstnet Courl Catlierine D. Maida

Middle Dhstrict of Flocida Hothern District of Califemia Digtrict of Kansas Acling Clerk of the Panc]

r ) Ume Cnlumbus Circle, NI2

Judgy: ). Frederick Mntr ludge 13avid R, Hunsen _ Thurgood Marskat] Federal
United States Diserict Court United States Court of Appeals fwliciary Building,
District of Maryland Eighth Lireuit Room (F-255, Norih Lobby
Judpe Robert L. Miller, Jr, Iudge Anrony | Scriea Wushinglon, D.C. 20002
United States District Court nited Statez {ourt af Appeals Telephone: 1207 S02-2400
Nurthern Digtrict of Tndiana Third Cirenit Fax: b }mﬁ 5072388

hilp:swww, jpmib uscourts. gov

Junc 14, 2006

J. Michael McMahon, Clerk -:_»-:'('"%LUFD M A"-
Daniel Patrick Moynihan T mEeTIVE
U.5. Courthouse

9 2006
500 Pearl Strect N 18

e Ym—k: Y 100071312 Lt ATIEE
N Li._fsn!}l‘lfﬂﬁf}l(‘!ﬁ“{ﬁﬂ*ﬂ%m”
PECTE R viTRIG e

Re: MDL-1771 - In re "A Million Litlle Pieces" Litigation B

{See Attached Schedule A of Order)

Diear Mr. McMahon:

I am enclosing a certified copy and one additional copy ol a transler order hled today by the
Pancl in the above-captioned matter. The order is directed to you for filing.

The Panel's governing statute, 28 U.8.C. §1407, requircs that the transferee clerk "...transmit a
certified copy of the Panel's order to transfer to the clerk of the district court from which the action 1%
being transferred,”

A copy of Rule 1.6 of the Rules of Procedure of the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigration,
199 F.R.1D. 425, 428 (2001), which deals specifically with the transfer of [iles, 15 enclosed [or your
convenience. Also enclosed arc a complete sct of the Panel Rules and a copy of Chapter 7 of Volume 4
ol the Clerks Manual, Umited States Disiric] Courts,

The Panel Clerk’s (ffice maintains the only stalistical accouniing of multidisirict litigation
traffic in the federal courts. These statistics arc uscd by the Administrative Office of the United States
Courts and the Judicial Conference. Therefore, vour cooperation in keeping the Panel advised of the
progress of this litigation would be appreciated, We are particularly interested in receiving the docket
numbers assigned to cach transferred action by vour court; the caption and docket numbcers of ail
actions originally filed in your district; and copies of orders regarding appointment of liaison counsel,
settlements, dismissals, statc cowrt remands, and reassignments to other judges in your district.
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Your attention is also dirccted to Panel Rule 7.6, regarding termination and remand of
transferred actions. Upon notification from your court of a finding by the transferee judge that Scction
1407 remand of a translerred action is appropriate, this office will promptly file a conditional remand
order.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of the Pancl Attorney Service List.

Very truly,

Catherine D. Maida

Acting Clerk of the Pancl

By -
Deputy Clerk
Enclosures

ce w/all enclosures (Chapter 7 of Volume 4 of the Cletks Manual, U.5. District Courts, Rule 1.6,
R.P.I.P.M.L., transfer order, Panel Attorney Service List, and complete Panel Rules):

Transferee Judge: Judge Richard J. Holwell
cc w/order only: Transferce Chicf Judge: Judge Michael B. Mukasey

cc w/order and Rule 1.6, RPJPML.:

Transferor Clerk(s): James Bonini
Sherri R. Carter
Michae! W. Dobbins
Bruce Rilkin

Transteror Tudge(s): Judge Susan JI. Dlott
Judge John F. Grady
Judge Ronald S.W. Lew
Judge Gerard E. Lynch
Judge Ricardo 8. Martinez

JPMI. Form 33
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JUDICIAL PANEL ON
MULTIDISTRICT LITIGATION

RELEASED FOR PUBLICATION JUN 14 2006
FILED
DOCKET NO. 1771 CLERK'S OFFICE

BEFORE THE JUDICIAL PANEL ON MULTIDISTRICT LITIGATION
IN RE “A MILLION LITTLE PIECES” LITIGATION

BEFORE WM. TERRELL HODGES, CHAIRMAN, JOHN F, KEENAN, D.
LOWELL JENSEN, J. FREDERICK MOTZ, ROBERT 1. MILLER, JR,
KATHRYN H. VRATIL AND DAVID R. HANSEN, JUDGES OF THE PANEL

TRANSFER ORDER

This litigation currently consists of ten actions listed on the attached Schedule A and pending
m five districts as follows: three actions each in the Northern Distncl of Illinois and the Southem
Diastrict of New York, two actions in the Central District of Califorma, and an action sach in the
Southem District of Ohio and the Western Distnict of Washington. Deflendants Random House, Inc,,
and Doubleday & Co., Inc., move the Pancl, purguant o 28 U.8.C. § 1407, for an order centralizing this
litigation in the Southern District of New York or, allematively, the Northern District of Llinois.' No
party opposes centralization. Defendunt JTames Frey (Frey) and plaintiffs in the three Southem District
of New York actions supporl the motion, although one of the plaintiffs only supports transict to the
Southemn District of New York. Plaintiffin a Central District of California action (Rubenstein) supports
transfer to the Southern Iistrict of New York or, altematively, the Central District of California.
Plaintiffs in three Northern District of Illinois actions and a potential tag-along action also pending
there, along with the plaintilf in the Southern District of Ohio action, prefer transfer to the Northern
District of Tlhinos,

On the basis of the papers filed and hearing session lield, the Panel finds that these ten actions
involve common questions of fact, and that centralization under Section 1407 in the Southern District
of New York will serve the convenience of the parties and witnesses and promote the just and efficient
conduct of this litigation. These actions share allegations concerning the book “A Million Little Pieces”
written by defendant lirey. Plaintifis ussert, among other things, 1) that the book contained material
fabrications, and ii) thal advertisements and marketing conceming the book were false and misleading,
masmuch as the book was marketed as a work ofnonfiction. Plaintiffs seek to recover from defendanis
on various state statutory and common law claims, such as negligence, consumer fraud, breach of
contract, and unjust cnrichment, Centralization under Section 1407 is necessary in order to climinate

' Defendants initially sought to wansfer twelve actions, but an Fastern District of Michigan action and a
Southern District of New York action were later dismissed. Pancl consideration of those actions is thus
moot. Additionally, the Panel has been notified of an additional action pending m the Northecn District of
Ilhnois. This action and any other related uctions will be treated as potential tag-along actions. See Rulss
74and 7.5, RP.JIP ML, 199 FR.D. 425, 435.36 (2001).
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duplicative discovery, prevent inconsistent pretrial rulings, and conscrve the resources of the parties,
their counsel and the judiciary.

We are persuaded that the Southern District of New York is an appropriale transferee forum for
this litigation. The Southem Distnct of New York 15 a likely source of relevant documcnts and
witnesses, because the publishing defendants and individual defendants are tocated there. Further, this
district enjoys the support of several plaintiffs and defendants,

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1407, the actions pending oulside
the Southem District of New York andl listed on Schedule A are transicrred to the Southem Disinct of
New York and, with the consent of that court, assigned to the Flonorable Richard 1. Holwell for

coordinated or consolidated pretrial proceedings with the actions already pending in that district and
listed on Schedule A.

FOR THE PANEL;

WMMLMW_

‘W, Terrell Hodges
Chairman
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SCHEDULE A

MDIL-1771 -- Inre "A Million Little Picces" Litigation

Central Thsinicl of California

Sura Rubenstein v. Jumes Frey, et al.,, C.A. No. 2:06-1029
CGarrett Hauenstein, et al. v. James Frey, et al., C.A. No. 2:06-1030

Northern District of [Hinojs
Ann Muarie Strack v. James Frey, ef al., C.A. No. 1:06-933

Pilar Mure v. James Frey, et al., C. A, No. 1:06-934
Marcia Vedral v. Jaumes Frey, et al., C A No. 1:06-935

Southem Dhstrict of New York

Michele Snow v Doubleday, et al., C.A. No. 1:06-669

Jinmmy Floyd v. Doubleday, et al., C.A, No. 1:06-693

Diane Marsida v. James Frey, et al., C.A. No. 1:06-1167
Southern District of Ohio

Jill CGriles v, James Frey, et al., C.A. No. 1:06-58

Western District ol Washingion

Shera Paglinawan, et al. v. James Frey, et ol , C.A. No. 2:06-99
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RULE1.6: TRANSFER OF FILES

(@ Upon receipt of a certified copy of a transfer order from the clerk of the transferee
district court, the clerk of the transferor district court shall forward to the clerk of the transferce
district court the complete original file and a certified copy of the docket sheet for each
transferred action.

(b)  Ifan appeal is pending, or a noticc of appeal has been filed, or leave to appeal has
been sought under 28 U,S.C. §1292(b) or a petition for an extraordinary writ is pending, in any
action included in ap order of transfer under 28 U.5,C. §1407, and the original file or parts
thereof have been forwarded to the court of appeals, the clerk of the transferor district court shall
notify the clerk of the court of appeals of the order of transfer and secure the original file long
enough to prepare and {ransmit to the clerk of the transferee district court a certified copy of all
papers ¢contained in the original file and a certified ¢opy of the docket sheel.

(c) If the transfer order provides for the separation and simultaneous remand of any
claim, cross-claim, counterclaim, or third-party ¢laim, the ¢lerk of the transferor district court
shall retain the original file and shall prepare and transmit to the clerk of the transferee district
court a certified copy of the docket sheet and copies of all papers except thosc relaling
exclusively to separated and remanded claims.

{d) Upon receipt of an order to remand from the Clerk of the Panel, the transferee
district court shall prepare and send to the clerk of the transferor disiriet court the following:

{i) a certified copy of the individual docket sheet for cach action being
remanded;

(i)  a certificd copy of the master docket shect, if applicable;

(ili)  the entire file for each aclion being remanded, as originally received from
the transferor distriel court and augmentied as set out in this rule;

{iv) a2 certified copy of the final pretrial order, if applicable; and

(v)  a"record on remand” to be composed of those parts of the files and
records produced during coordinated or consolidated pretrial proceedings
which have becn stipulated to or designated by counsel as being nccessary
for any or all proccedings to be conducted following remand. It shall be
the responsibility of counsel originally preparing or filing any document io
be included in the "record on remand” to furnish on request sufficient
copies to the clerk of the transferee distriet court.

(e) The Clerk of the Panel shall be notified when any files have been transmitted
pursuant to this Rule.




