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stern State

HONORABLE RICHARD A. JONES

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON
AT SEATTLE
MAHAMED ALI JAMA,

Plaintiff, Case No. C17-17-RAJ

v ORDER

WESTERN STATE,

Defendant.

This matter comes before the Cosuta spont®n the recommendation of the
Honorable James P. Donohue, United States Matpsiudge. Dkt. # 6. For the reasa
that follow, the CourDI SMISSES pro sePlaintiff Mahamed Ali Jama’s complaint with
leave to amend.

On January 5, 2017, Plaintiff filed thestion alleging civil rights violations by
Defendant Western State. Dkt. # 1-1.dbing so, Plaintiff submitted an application tg
proceedn forma pauperis Dkt. # 1. Judge Donohue gtad Plaintiff's application, but
recommended that the Court review Plaintifiition under 28 U.E. § 1915(e)(2)(B).

The Court’s authority to gram forma pauperistatus derives from 28 U.S.C.
§ 1915. Upon permitting @laintiff to proceedn forma pauperisthe Court is subject to
certain requirements set forth unden2&.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B). Among these
requirements is the Court’s duty dismiss the plaintiff's case if the Court determines
that the complaint fails toate a claim upon which relief may geanted: “the court sha
dismiss the case at any time iétbourt determines that . . . the action . . . fails to statg
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claim on which relief may be granted..” 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B)(iisee also See
Lopez v. Smiti203 F.3d 1122, 112®th Cir. 2000) (“[S]ection 1915(e) applies to all i
forma pauperis complaints, nosjthose filed by prisoners.”).

The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure require a “short and plain statement of
claim showing that the pleader is entitleddbef.” Fed. R. Civ. P. 8(a)(2). “A
complaint may be dismissed as a mattdawffor one of two reasons: (1) lack of a
cognizable legal theory or (2) insufficidiacts under a cognizable legal claim.”
Robertson v. Daen Witter Reynolddnc., 749 F.2d 530, 534 (9th Cir. 1984).

Here, the precise nature of Plaintiff's actiis difficult to discern. According to
the complaint, Plaintiff was d&ned in King County Jail pr to being transferred to
Western State Penitentiary. At some pditaintiff suffered heléh complications and
civil rights violations as a eallt of Western State’s conduct.

The Court finds that Plaintiff’'s complaintilato assert a cograble legal theory
or a corresponding factual basis upon whielief could be granted. Plaintiff's
allegations of harm are insufficiently detaij¢here are no allegations explaining why
Western State is responsilite causing Plaintiff's allged harm, and there is no
identifiable legal theory for finding Weste6tate liable to Plaintiff. Accordingly,
Plaintiff has failed to state a claim uponialnrelief may be granted and the Court mu
dismiss the case pursuant to2&.C. 8§ 1915(e)(2)(B)(ii).

Plaintiff is entitled to ampportunity to amend the complaint. “Unless it is
absolutely clear that no amendrean cure the defect . . .peo selitigant is entitled to
notice of the complaint’s deficiencies and an opportunity to amend prior to dismissi
the action.” Lucas v. Dep’t of Corr.66 F.3d 245, 248 (9th Cir. 1995) (per curiarmje
Court therefor e grants Plaintiff twenty (20) daysto file an amended complaint that
statesavalid claim for relief. If Plaintiff fails to timel comply with this Order by
filing an amended complaint that corrects tteficiencies noted above, the Court will

dismiss this action without leave to amend.
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For the reasons stated above, the COusM | SSES Plaintiff's complaintand

grants Plaintiff twenty (20) dayse file an amended complaint.

DATED this 15th dayf February, 2017.

Hokaod R s

The Honorable E}Chard A. Jones
United States District Judge
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