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THE HONORABLE JAMES L. ROBART
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, WETERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON
AT SEATTLE
STATE OF WASHINGTON,
Plaintiff, No. 2:17-cv-00141-JLR
V. DECLARATION OF TRISHA PANDE IN
SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF STATE OF
DONALD TRUMP, in hisofficial capacity as WASHINGTON
President of the United States, U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY; JOHN F. KELLY, in his official
capacity as Secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security; TOM SHANNON, in his
official capacity as Acting Secretary of State;
and the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Defendants.

I, Trisha Pande, declare as follows:

1. I make this declaration based on pertknawledge, and am competent to testify
to the matters herein.

2. I am a law fellow at the Service Btayees International Union (SEIU).

3. Since President Trump signed hisExtive Order on January 27, 2017, the SEIU
has received many communications from memslaed those in their families and communities
who are adversely affected by the Order. Thedwiduals are legitimately afraid of reprisals,
and therefore wish their ideties to remain confidential.

4. The stories of some of thaséividuals are discussed below.

DECLARATION OF TRISHA PANDE - 1 :
Case No. 2:17-cv-00141-JLR
007000-18 934463 V1 T WaCNG on SB101 Docketk Justia.com


https://dockets.justia.com/docket/washington/wawdce/2:2017cv00141/241761/
https://docs.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/washington/wawdce/2:2017cv00141/241761/43/
https://dockets.justia.com/

© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N N N N N DN DN NN R R R R R R R R R R
0o N o 0N WN P O ©OW 0o N O 0N WwN B O

5. Sara is a 33-year-old registered nasd member of SEIU 1199NW. She lives
Seattle with her four children. She came ® thS. from Somalia when she was 12 years old
Both Sara and her parents are U.S. citizeogever, almost all the members of her extended
family live in Somalia. Sara is adversely impatby the Executive Order because her legitim
fear prevents her from travelling back to Som#diaisit her family. She has spent most of he
life in the U.S. and considers this her home andcbentry. Sara is now aidhathat if she leaves
the U.S. she will not be able to get back in. Sara is also worried that her relatives will neve
able to come to the U.S. and visit her anddingidren. Sara's father is currently in Somalia
visiting her grandmother. Her father is a digdand while he was in Somalia developed a ba
foot infection. His treatment in $walia did not go very well and hmeeds to return to the U.S.
for medical treatment. Sara fears that herdgtaven though a U.Sitizen, will get detained
trying to re-enter the U.S. He assenior citizen and in neediaimediate medical attention and
will face serious health risks if he is detained.

6. Dasin was born in Irag and lived thergil 2012. He is Muslim. His father and

uncle both worked for the U.S. Army in Iraq fdyaut four years. Dasin often helped them whj

they were working. When the U.S. Army |&faq it was very dangerous for Dasin and his
family. ISIS planted a bomb in front of Da® home. The bomb exploded, injuring Dasin in
the face and neck. After he mered, Dasin and his family went to Turkey as refugees. Dag
had trouble finding work in Turkey becausewas a refugee and faced discrimination. Dasin
came to the U.S. in 2013 and now lives in Seatflashington with higour siblings and his
parents. He went to hightsaol and graduated in 2015. He now works part-time as a dispat
for a large company and part-time as a drii@asin is impacted by éhExecutive Order becaug
he has many family members in Iraq that hematonger see. Dasin's family hoped to bring

over Dasin's grandfather, grandmother, and ulasin fears that if hiselatives do not make it

to the U.S. they will be killed in Irag. Dasirsalhas two close friends, also Iraqi refugees, that

he met while living in Turkey. They waited seveyahrs before scheduling flights to come to

U.S. this month. However, they had to cartbelr flights after the Executive Order.
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7. Nadia is 21 years old, and Muslim. Sheswarn in the United States and is a
U.S. citizen. Her parents are both U.S. citzand originally from Somalia. Her mother is a
childcare worker and SEIU member 925. Nadieusently studying to become a social worke
and working part-time as a caregiver for hargimother. She lives hbme with her two
parents and three siblings in Auburn, WA. her is currently in Somalia visiting her

extensive family there. She has never visiteddn@ily in Somalia because it is too expensive

Nadia is adversely impacted by the Executive Obdeause she hopes to be married in the U.

to a Yemeni citizen currently residing inugk Arabia. Nadia was introduced to her fiancé
through her parents. Nadia’s parents met hec&awhile on pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia. Nadig
parents thought the man would be a good matcNdalia and put her in touch with him. Nadig
and her fiancé spoke by phone and video chat f@mraémonths before she decided to visit hi
in Saudi Arabia. Nadia spent more than a mevith her fiancé. During the time that she spet
in Saudi Arabia with her fiancé, she becanweasingly drawn to his kindness, thoughtfulnes
and great personality, and everiityighe couple decided to get mizd. When Nadia returned tg
the U.S. in March of 2016, she filed an immigpa application for her fiancé, a K-1 “fiancé”
visa. She submitted all the paperwork and her fiancé’s application was approved pending
interview at the U.S. Embassy abroad. Nadsc&ed for both herself and her fiancé. She is
“scared that [the Executive Order] is somethirgt tan happen” in this country. Nadia said s
is worried she will have to move to Saudi Aratzidbe with her fiancé, and leave her home in
U.S. because it is too “hard to live our lives safely.” Nadia has beamable to see her fiancé
whom she misses dearly, since she was |&Saudi Arabia because the expense of flying to
Saudi Arabia. Nadia and her fahstay in touch mostly thrgh phone and video chat. Nadia’s
fiancé told her he is really scared he will notaide to see her again. He is upset that he is
unable to move to the U.S. and start a life Wddia. Nadia says thdyoth try to stay calm by
waiting, praying, and hoping things will work out in the end.

8. John lives in a suburb of Seattle witk hiife and three children. John came to
United States from Iran in 1978 as a studewt\was recognized as a religious refugee in 198

He became a U.S. citizen in 1990. John is adversely impacted by the Executive Order be
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affects both his family and his business. Johnseasral relatives living in Iran currently facing
religious persecution because they are of the Béi#hi. John’s parents fled Iran in 1982 after
three of John’s uncles were killed by an leanfiring squad. John is now worried that his
relatives cannot come to the United States it iim and his family because of the immigrati
ban. John also has relatives whe kanian citizens but resid# aver the world. He is also
worried that they cannot visit him in the Urdt8tates. The Executive Order is also harming
John’s business. John and his wife run a smalthhebnic in Seattlelt is a comprehensive
integrative clinic which mixes Western andskEan medicine. John’s clinic treats about 20
patients from Canada who are li@mcitizens. John sees patiefitan Canada every Friday at
his clinic, and he estimates that those patieotsprise about 20 percent of his business. Tho
patients can no longer come to the clinic from Canada because of the Executive Order. J
believes that President Trump put the ban at@l‘hastily.” As John stated, “everybody has a
different story for why they need to come te .S . . . it is too simplistic to say that just
because you were born in a certain country that you are a terrorist.”

9. Halima, a Muslim woman, lives ire&ttle, Washington with her husband and

children. She came to the United States from&@ in 2001 as a legal resident, and becameg

U.S. citizen in 2008. Halima is a caregiver dabled and elderly pants and has been a
member of SEIU Local 775 since 2008. AlthougHitda and two of children are U.S. citizens
her husband and her other four atbleildren are legal residentségn card holders). Her six

children range in age from 17 to 24. One chslth school; two of them attend community

college; the other three are working. The Exeeu@rder has made Halima very worried. She

worries about her children every minute that theyaway from home. She worries that they
may be attacked because of the hatefivironment that this Executive Order has

created. Halima's four daughterbva¢ar a hajib, and she is afrdttht people will attack them
because of the anti-Muslim feelings the Exe®iOrder has fueled. The husband of one of

Halima’s friends flew into the Seattle airport January 27, 2017 with approved visa, but wa
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returned back to Somalia. Her friend, a U.S. citizen, was waiting for her husband and couldn’t

even see him before he was turned around amtdosek to Somalia — even though he was her
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legally. This incident has terrorized Halima's entire family. As Halima said, "[i]f they can treat
people with green cards and visas the way they treated these people, who knows if they will
come after naturalized citizens next? No one is safe."

10.  Ideclare that the foregoing is true and correct under penalty of perjury of the laws
of the District of Columbia and the laws of the United States.

EXECUTED on the 2™ day of February, 2017 in Washington, D.C.

,/Moé

isha Pande
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that on February 2, 201&Jéctronically filed the foregoing with the

Clerk of the Court using the CM/ECF system whicill send notification of such filing to the

following:

Michelle R. Bennettmichelle.bennett@usdoj.gov

Angelo J. Calfoangeloc@calfoeakes.com

Marsha J. Chiemmarshac@atqg.wa.gov

Ann Elizabeth Egeleanneel@atg.wa.gov

Kymberly K. Evansonkymberly.evanson@pacificalawgroup.com

Robert W. Fergusondyg@atg.wa.gov

Arjun Garg,Arjun.garg@usdoj.gov

Bradley Girardgirard@au.org
Richard B. Katske&atskee@au.org

Paul J. Lawrencaaul.lawrence @ pacificalawgroup.com

Noah Guzzo Purcelhoahp@atg.wa.gov

Patricio A. MarquezPRatricioM@atg.wa.gov

Colleen M. Melodygcolleenm2@atg.wa.gov

Kristin W. Silvermankristins@calfoeakes.com

DATED: February 2, 2017 /s Steve W. Berman

Steve W. Berman, WSBA #12536
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